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FRME 2nd theme tourney 2020

The Royal Moroccan Chess Federation (FRME) regularly organizes composition tourneys and 
has now started thematic ty’s. This is the 2nd thematic tourney – the 1st thematic ty had no study 
section.

The themes was: “Double sacrifice. During the solution, a white minor piece (bishop or knight) 
moves to a square where it can be captured by at least two of the opponent’s pieces”.

The tourney director Vidadi Zamanov (Azerbaijan) received 15 studies by 16 composers from 11 
countries. The judge was Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Denmark). The provisional award was pub-
lished ix2020 and became final without changes (undated).

No 23734 A. Avni & Y. Afek
prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9R+-+-+-sN0 
9zP-+L+N+q0 
9-+-+-+-zp0 
9+n+-+-+k0 
9-+-+-+-zP0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+K+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg2h5 3115.21 7/4 Win

No 23734  Amatzia Avni (Israel) & Yo-
chanan Afek (Netherlands/Israel). 1.Bg4+ Kx-
g4/i 2.Sg6/ii Sxa7/iii 3.Rxa7 Kh5 4.Kh3 (Sf4+? 
Kxh4;) Kxg6 5.Se5+ Kh5 6.Sg6 Kxg6/iv 7.h5+ 
Kxh5 8.Rxh7 wins.

i) Kxh4 2.Rc8 Sxa7 3.Rc4 wins.
ii) 2.Rg8+? Qxg8 3.Sxh6+ Kxh4+ 4.Sxg8 

Sxa7 draws
iii) Kf5 3.Rf8 Qxg6+ 4.Sg5+ Kg4 5.a8Q, or 

Kh5 3.Sfe5 Sd4 4.Kh3 Se6 5.Kg3 Qc7 6.Rf8 Qc3+ 
7.Sf3 Qc7+ 8.Sf4+ Sxf4 9.a8Q Se6+ 10.Kh3, or 
Qg7 3.Sfe5+ Kf5 4.Rf8+ Qxf8 5.Sxf8 win.

iv) Qxg6 7.Ra5+ wins, or Qxa7 7.Sf4 mate.
“I am confident that the composers of this 

study were challenged by the difficulty of cre-
ating a natural introduction to their idea and 
they probably noticed the possibility of add-
ing an extra double knight sac on g6? But 
then no introduction is possible! Or at least 
I can’t find one - too bad. Instead, we have 
this artificial-looking starting position and 

an unpleasant exchange on a7. On the bright 
side, we have the moves 3…Kh5! 4. Kh3! and 
a pointed finish. All in all, I think the stunning 
final combination will be widely known (or 
‘shared’, as it is probably called now). It is the 
kind of thing where one wonders why no one 
found it before 2020”.

No 23735 G. Østmoe
honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-tr-+-+0 
9+-+k+-+P0 
9K+-sN-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+pzp-zp-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-vLLvl-0 
xiiiiiiiiya6d7 0351.13 5/6 Win

No 23735  Geir Sune Østmoe (Norway). 
1.Se8 Ra8+/i 2.Kb7 Ra7+ 3.Kb8 (Kxa7? e2+;)/ii 
Bh2+ (e2; Bh3+) 4.Kxa7 Be5 5.Bb5+ Ke7 (Ke6; 
Sc7+) 6.Sf6 Bxf6 7.Bh4 wins.

“This study shows a very nice doubling of a 
well-known theme. The moves 1.Se8 and 6.Sf6 
are thematic. In both cases the sacrificed knight 
can be captured both by the king – resulting 
in immediate promotion – or by the rook or 
bishop. In the latter case the piece ends up on 
the same diagonal as the king, allowing a pin 
and skewer respectively. The play is elegant, al-
though the need for three strong Black pawns 
is a little unpleasant to me”.
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No 23736 V. Samilo
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-tR-+-+-+0 
9+-mK-+-+-0 
9-+-zp-+l+0 
9+-+-+-+N0 
9-+-+-zPk+0 
9+-zP-+-+-0 
9-+-+-zp-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc7g4 0131.22 5/4 Draw

No 23736  Vladimir Samilo (Ukraine). 
1.Sf6+ Kf3/i 2.f5 (Se4? Bxe4+;) Bxf5 3.Se4 Kxe4/
ii 4.Rb1 Ke3/iii 5.Rf1/iv d5 6.Kd6 draws.

i) Kg3 2.Rg8 f1Q 3.Rg7 draws.
ii) Bxe4 4.Rf8+, or f1Q 4.Sd2+.
iii) d5 5.Rf1 Ke3 6.Kd6.
iv) 5.Ra1? d5 6.Kd6 Be4 7.Kc5 Bg2 8.Rd1 (c4 

d4;) Ke2 9.Ra1 Kd3 wins.
“The preparatory 2.f5! and the triple-pur-

pose 3.Se4! are really pleasing. The study seems 
small at first glance but to me it is fully accept-
able to make such a study in the classical style 
without a long introduction”.

Jan Timman (see also p. 228)
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6th Composing Tourney of FRME 2020

The 6th composing tourney of the Royal Moroccan Chess Federation attracted no fewer than 73 
studies by 30 composers from 16 countries. The tourney director was Vidadi Zamanov (Azerbaijan). 
The judge, Yochanan Afek, was assisted by Gady Costeff for soundness and anticipation checking. 
The provisional award (undated) was open for claims until 5xii2020. In the final award no changes 
were found; it would be helpful if it was explicitly mentioned that there were no changes.

No 23737 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-mk0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+P+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+N+K0 
9-+-+pzP-+0 
9tr-+-+-+L0 
xiiiiiiiiyh3h8 0311.21 5/3 Draw

No 23737  Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.Kg2/i Rd1 2.d6/ii Rxd6 3.Kh2/iii Rd3 
4.Se1 Rd1 5.Sf3 Rf1 6.Bg2 Rxf2 7.Se1 Rf1 8.Sd3 
Rd1 9.Kg3 Rxd3+ 10.Kf2 Re3 11.Ke1

i) Thematic try: 1.Kh2? Rf1 2.Bg2 (Kg2 Kg7;) 
Rxf2 3.Se1 Rf1 4.Sd3 Rd1 5.Kg3 Rxd3+ 6.Kf2 Rg3 
7.Be4 Re3 wins.

ii) Thematic try: 2.Kh2? Rf1 3.Bg2 (Kg2 Kg7;) 
Rxf2 4.Se1 Rf1 5.Sd3 Rd1 6.Kg3 Rxd3+ 7.Kf2 Rg3 
wins.

iii) 3.Se1? Rd1 4.Sf3 Rf1, or 3.Kg1? Rd3 4.Se1 
Rd1 win.

“The deepest and most original and crys-
tal-clear concept in the entire field! To gain a 
draw White must predict a black rook sacri-
fice on g3 on move 10 and find a way to defend 
against it. The crucial decision must be taken 
as early the first move; however, the entire pro-
cess still should be handled with utmost preci-
sion. A super logical study!”.

No 23738  Pavell Arestov (Russia) & Daniel 
Keith (France). 1.Se5+/i Kf5 2.g7 Sg6+ 3.Sxg6 
Bd4 4.Se5/ii Bxe5 5.Kg8 Kg6 6.h8S+/iii Kf6 

(Kxh6; Sf7+) 7.Sf7 Bb2/iv 8.Kh7 Ke6 (Se7; g8Q) 
9.Se5 Kxe5 (Bxe5; g8Q+) 10.Kg6 Se7+ 11.Kf7 Sf5 
12.h7 wins.

No 23738 P. Arestov & D. Keith
2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-sn-mK0 
9+-+-+-+P0 
9-+-+-+PzP0 
9+-vln+-+-0 
9p+N+-+k+0 
9zP-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh8g4 0037.41 6/5 Win

i) 1.g7? Bd4 2.Kg8 Sxh7 3.Kxh7 Kh5 4.g8Q 
Sf6+ draws.

ii) 4.Kg8? Kxg6 5.h8S+ Kxh6 6.Sf7+ Kg6 
7.Sh8+ Kf5 8.Kf7 Bxg7 9.Kxg7 Sb6 wins.

iii) 6.h8Q? Sf6+ 7.Kf8 Bd6 mate.
iv) Se7+ 8.Kf8 Bf4 9.g8S+/v Sxg8 10.h7 wins.
v) But not: 9.g8Q? Bxh6+ 10.Sxh6 Sxg8 

11.Sxg8+ Ke5 draws.
“Same piece same square: along the main 

line a wS moves three times to e5 and twice it 
is sacrificed there, first luring the enemy bish-
op to allow a future promoted knight a tempo 
to attack it. The new-born knight is then given 
away on the very same square to shut off the 
diagonal and secure a final decisive promotion. 
This is an original and neat presentation of the 
Phoenix theme with the thematic moves be-
ing the only captures along the main line. The 
counter play by the black knights and the ap-
pearance of evena third wS after 7…Se7+ turns 
this study into a fascinating cavalry celebration”.
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No 23739 A. Avni & V. Tarasiuk
3rd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+Nsn-+-zP0 
9+-+-+-wq-0 
9-+-+-+k+0 
9+-+-+-zP-0 
9-+-+-zP-vL0 
9+-vl-tR-+K0 
xiiiiiiiiyh1g4 3144.30 7/4 Draw

No 23739  Amatzia Avni (Israel) & Vladislav 
Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 1.f3+/i Kh3 (Kf3; Se5+) 
2.Re5 Sf5 (Qxh6; Sd4) 3.h7 Sxg3+ 4.Bxg3 Qf6 
5.Bf4/ii Qh4 6.Se7 Qxh7 7.Sg6 Bxf4/iii 8.Rh5+ 
Qxh5 9.Sxf4+ draws.

i) 1.Se5+? Kh3 2.h7 Qh5 wins.
ii) 5.Rf5? Qh6 (Qh8) 6.Be1 Qxh7, or 5.Rh5+? 

Kxg3 6.h8Q Qxf3+ win.
iii) Qxg6 8.Rg5 Qf7 9.Rg3+ Kh4 10.Rg4+ 

Kh5 11.Rg5+ Kh4 12.Rg4+ Kh3 13.Rg3+ Kh4 
14.Rg4+ perpetual check.

“In a seemingly hopeless initial position, 
both materially and positionally, a heroic bat-
tle of quiet tactical blows and stunning neat 
sacrifices out of nowhere eventually rescues 
White, by a hairsbreadth, from the mighty roy-
al couple. High tension is maintained all the 
way through”.

No 23740 L’Kekely & M. Hlinka
4th prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+N+-+-+0 
9+N+-+-+r0 
9pmK-+-tR-+0 
9+-+-+p+-0 
9-+-+p+-+0 
9+-+k+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb4d1 0402.03 4/5 Draw

No 23740  L’ubos Kekely & Michal Hlinka 
(Slovakia). 1.Sc3+ Kc1 2.Re4 Rh4 3.Rxh4 e1Q 

4.Rh2/i f2/ii 5.Sd4/iii Qe3 6.Rh1+ Qe1 7.Rh2 
Qe7+ 8.Kxa4 Qa7+ 9.Kb3 Qb8+ 10.Ka3 Qb2+ 
11.Ka4 f1Q 12.Rxb2 Kxb2 13.Sce2 (Scb5? Qe1;) 
Qf7 14.Kb5/iv Qd5+ (Qg8; Kc5) 15.Kb4 zz Qe5 
16.Kc4 Qa5 17.Kd3/v draws. 

i) 4.Rf4? a3 5.Rxf3 a2 wins.
ii) Qg1 5.Sa2+ Kd1 6.Sc3+ Ke1 7.Se5 Qd4+ 

8.Sc4 f2, e.g. 9.Rh1+ f1Q 10.Rxf1+ Kxf1 11.Sxa4 
draws.

iii) 5.Rxf2? Qxf2 6.Sxa4 Qd2+ 7.Kb5 Qd3+ 
wins (EGTB).

iv) 14.Kb4? Qd5 zz wins (EGTB).
v) 17.Sb5? Qa4+ 18.Kc5 Qc2+ wins (EGTB).
“A pair of rook and knight encounter an ad-

vanced pawn duo by letting them both pro-
mote. This somewhat unusual scenario ends 
up in a positional draw where the knights hold 
their own against a queen, maintaining the for-
tress solely by king moves, comprehensive to 
the human mind too”.

No 23741 S. Didukh
5th prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+r+-+-0 
9n+-+-mk-+0 
9+-+-+p+-0 
9p+Nzp-zP-+0 
9+-+Q+-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg1f4 1304.13 4/6 Draw

No 23741  Sergiy Didukh (Ukraine). 1.Se3 
Rg5+ 2.Sg2+/i Rxg2+ 3.Kf1/ii a1Q 4.Qxa1 Rxf2+/
iii 5.Kg1/iv Sc3 6.Kxf2 zz d1Q 7.Qc1+ Kg4/v 
8.Qf4+ Kxf4 stalemate.

i) 2.Kh2? Sc3 3.Qxd2 Rh5+ 4.Kg1 Se2+/vi 
wins.

ii) 3.Kh1? Rxf2 wins, avoiding a1Q? 4.Qxa1 
Sc3 5.Qa4+ Sxa4 stalemate.

iii) Sc3 5.Qa4+ Sxa4 stalemate.
iv) 5.Kxf2? Sc3 zz, and: 6.Qxc3 d1S+ , or here: 

6.Qh1 Se4+ win.
v) Qxc1 stalemate.
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vi) But not a1Q+? 5.Sf1+ Ke5 6.Qd5+ (Qd4+, 
Qd6+) and stalemate.

“This study sees a daring sacrificial encoun-
ter for and against stalemate highlighted by the 
capture refusal on the fifth move owing to re-
ciprocal zugzwang”.

No 23742 V. Tarasiuk
special prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+L+-+n0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+K+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-mk-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd5e3 0013.10 3/2 Draw

No 23742  Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 
1.b4/i Sf6+ 2.Kc6 Kd4 3.Bh3/ii Sd5/iii 4.b5 Se7+ 
5.Kd6 Sd5 6.Bf5/iv Kc4 7.Bd3+ Kd4 8.Be2/v Sb6 
9.Kc6 Sa4 10.Bd1 Sb2 11.Bb3/vi Kc3 12.b6 wins.

i) 1.Bc6? Sg5 2.b4 Se4 3.Kc4 Sd2+ 4.Kc3 Sb1+ 
5.Kc2 Sd2 6.Kc3 Sb1+ draws.

ii) 3.Be6? Se4 4.b5 Sc5 5.Bg8 Sa4 6.Bb3 Sc5 
7.Bd1 Kc4 8.Be2+ Kb4 draws.

iii) Ke5 4.b5 Sd5 5.Bg2 wins.
iv) Thematic try: 6.Bg4? Kc4 7.Be2+ Kd4 zz 

8.Bf1 Sb6 9.Kc6 Sa4 10.Be2 Kc3 11.Bd1 Sb2 po-
sitional draw.

v) Thematic try: 8.Bf1? Sb6 9.Kc6 Sa4 see 
note iv).

vi) 11.b6? Sc4 12.b7 Sa5+ draws.
“A well- constructed malyutka (Russian for a 

5-piece baby-study) in classical style displaying 
a subtle struggle to secure promotion, eventu-
ally decided by reciprocal zugzwang. The only 

“real conservative” study among the prize-win-
ners is special”.

No 23743  Alexey Popov (Russia). 1.Sb4 
Bc6+ 2.Sxc6 Ra3+ 3.Sa7 Rb3 4.Bb7 Rxb7 5.Sc6 
Kxc6 6.f6 Kc7 7.e7 Rb5 8.e8S+ Kd7 9.g6 Kxe8 
10.h6 Kd7 11.Ka7 Kc7 12.Ka6 wins.

No 23743 A. Popov
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9K+-+-+-+0 
9+-mk-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-+PzPP0 
9l+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-tr-+-0 
9N+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+L0 
xiiiiiiiiya8c7 0341.40 7/3 Win

“The galloping white quartet on the kingside 
is ready to march on but, however, the imme-
diate dangerous counter assault on the other 
side of the board should not be ignored. The 
Phoenix theme is employed here once again to 
decide a sharp and bloody battle”.

No 23744 R. Becker
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9k+K+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-sN-+0 
9+P+-+-+-0 
9ptr-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9r+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiyc8a8 0701.11 4/4 Draw

No 23744  Richard Becker (USA). 1.Sd5 (Se8? 
Ka7;) Rg4/i 2.Rh6 (Rc1? Rd2;) Rg8+ 3.Kd7/ii 
Rg7+/iii 4.Kc6 Rc2+ 5.Kb6 Rb7+ 6.Ka6/iv Ra7+ 
7.Kb6 Rc8 8.Rh3 a3 9.Sc7+ Raxc7 (Kb8; Sa6+) 
10.Rxa3+ Kb8 11.Ra7 Rxa7/v stalemate.

i) Rc4+ 2.Sc7+ Ka7 3.Rh6 draws.
ii) 3.Kc7? Rc2+ 4.Kb6 a3 5.Rh7 Rg6+ wins.
iii) Rd2 4.Ra6+ Kb7 5.Rb6+ draws.
iv) 6.Ka5? a3 7.Rh8+ Rb8 wins, e.g. 8.Rh7 

wins e.g. a2 9.Sb6+ Rxb6 10.Kxb6 a1Q.
v) Rc1 12.Rb7+ Ka8 13.Ra7+ perpetual check.
“White, an exchange down, saves the day by 

creating sharp threats against the cornered en-
emy king. The highlight of the battle is a knight 
sacrifice after which Black, by now a rook 
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ahead, is faced with a choice between either 
perpetual check or stalemate”.

No 23745 D. Gatti
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-vl-+0 
9+-+-+P+-0 
9-+-+P+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9zPk+-+-+-0 
9-+-zP-+-zP0 
9+-mK-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc1b3 0030.51 6/3 Win

No 23745  Daniele Gatti (Italy). 1.a4/i Kxa4 
2.Kc2 h5 3.h4/ii Kb4 4.Kd3 Kc5 5.Ke4 Kd6 6.Kf5 
Ke7 7.d3/iii Bg7/iv 8.Kg6 Bf8 9.Kxh5 Kf6 10.d4 
Kf5 11.d5 zz Be7 (Kf6; Kg4) 12.Kh6 Bf8+ 13.Kh7 
wins.

i) 1.Kd1? Bxa3 2.Ke2 Kc4 3.Ke3 Kd5 4.Kf4 
Kxe6 draws.

ii) The composer supplied the following 
line: 3.Kd3? h4 4.Ke4 Kb4 5.d4 Kb5 6.Ke5 Kc6 
7.d5+ Kc5 8.d6 Bg7+ 9.Kf5 Kxd6 10.Kg6 Bf8, 
giving exclamation marks to several moves of 
the bK, including 4…Kb4. However, by doing 
so, he seems to be trying to hide a black dual 
as 4…Kb5 also draws. Then after 5.d4 there are 
three drawing moves: the natural 5…Kc6, but 
also 5…Kb6 and even 5…h3. So this whole line 
is not of interest. Although it seems that this is 
only an analytical line, HH thinks this is bad 
practice.

iii) 7.d4? Bg7 8.Kg6 Bf8 9.Kxh5 Kf6 10.d5 Kf5 
zz. Is this the long try the judge is referring to? 
But Black also draws by 7…Bh6 or even the 
obvious 7…Kd6 and White loses his e-pawn or 
8.Kf6 Be7+ 9.Kf5 Bf8 (Kd5) repeating. Further, 
in the “long try” the capture 8…Bxd4 draws.

iv) Kd6 8.Kf6 Be7+ 9.Kg7 Kxe6 10.f8Q Bxf8+ 
11.Kxf8 Kd5 12.Kf7 (Kg7) Kd4 13.Kg6 Kxd3 
14.Kxh5 wins.

“A fine manifestation of a festina lente mo-
tivated by reciprocal zugzwang which makes 
the difference between a long try and a tempo 
longer solution”.

No 23746 L. Gonzalez
4th honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-wq-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+Psn-0 
9-zp-+-+-mk0 
9+-+Qzp-+P0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9P+-+-mK-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf2h6 4003.42 6/5 Win

No 23746  Luis Miguel Gonzalez (Spain). 
1.Qc6+ Kxh5 2.Qf6 Qf8 3.Kf1/i b5/ii 4.a3 Kg4 
5.Ke1/iii zz, and:

—— b4 6.Ke2 bxa3 7.Qg6+ Kf4/iv 8.Qh7 Qxf7/v 
9.Qh4+ mate.

—— Kh5 6.Ke2/vi Kg4 7.Qg6+ Kh4 8.Qg8 Qxa3 
10.Qd8+ wins.
i) 3.Ke2? Kg4 4.Qg6+ Kh4 5.Kf1 b5 6.Qh7+ 

Sh5 7.Qg8 Qd6 8.f8Q Qd1+ 9.Kf2 Qd4+ 10.Kf3 
Qd1+ 11.Kg2 Sf4+ draws.

ii) Kg4 4.a4 Sh5 5.Qg6+ Kh4 6.Qg8 Qd6 
7.f8Q Qd1+ 8.Kf2 Qd4+ 9.Ke1 Qa1+ 10.Kd2 
Qb2+ 11.Kd3 Sf4+ 12.Kc4 b5+ 13.Kc5 Se6+ 
14.Qxe6 wins, e.g. Qa3+ 15.Kd5 Qxf8 16.axb5, or 
Se8 4.Qxe5+ Kg6 5.Qxe8 Qxf7+ 6.Qxf7+ wins.

iii) 5.Ke2? Sh5 6.Qg6+ Kh4, or 5.Qg6+? Kf3 
draw.

v) Kh4 8.Kf3 Qc8 9.Qh6+ Sh5 10.f8Q wins.
vi) Kg3 9.Qg8 Qc5 10.Qxg7+ Kh2 11.Qh6+ 

Kg2 12.Qg5+ Kh1 13.Kf3 Qc3+ 14.Kg4 Qc8+ 
15.Qf5 wins.

vii) 6.Kd1? b4 7.axb4 Kg4 8.Kc2 Qc8+ 9.Kb2 
Se6 10.Qf5+ Kg3 11.Qxe5+ Kg4 12.Qxe6+ Qxe6 
13.f8Q Qxe4 draws.

“The wK must avoid the 3rd rank to stop the 
bQ from coming back into action with perpet-
ual check. The key to success is the prophylac-
tic king retreat followed by a deadly zugzwang 
rounded up by a surprising model mate net”.

HH thinks the 2nd main line has a dual. In 
note vii) White wins by 11.b5 Qd7 (what else?) 
12.Qxe6! Qxe6 13.f8Q wins. In this main line, 
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also the earlier wK retreat works, but then: 
11.Ke1 Sh5 12.Qg6+ Kh4 13.Qg8 transposes.

No 23747 D. Gatti
special honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9R+-+-mKLvL0 
9+-+-+PzPP0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+r+-+0 
9+-+-tr-vlk0 
xiiiiiiiiyf8h1 0750.30 7/4 Draw

No 23747  Daniele Gatti (Italy). 1.Ra5 Rb1/i 
2.Re5 Bc5+ 3.Ke8 Rxe5+ 4.Kd7 Rd1+ 5.Kc7/ii 
Bd6+ 6.Kb6/iii Rc5 7.f8Q Rb1+ 8.Bb3/iv Rxb3+ 
9.Ka6 draws.

i) Rd1 2.Rh5+ draws, e.g. Kg2 3.Rh2+ Kxh2 
stalemate, or Bh2 2.Ra6 Ra2 3.Re6 Rxe6 
stalemate.

ii) 5.Kc8? Rc1 6.f8Q Bxf8+ 7.Kb7 Re7+ 8.Kb6 
Rxg7 9.Bxg7 Bxg7, or 5.Kc6? Rd6+ 6.Kc7 Re7+ 
win.

iii) 6.Kb7? Rb5+ 7.Kc6 Rc5+ wins.
iv) 8.Ka6? Rc6+ 9.Ka7 Bc5+ 10.Qxc5 Rxc5 

11.Ka6 Rc3 12.Bd5+ Kh2 13.Bb3 Rcxb3 14.g8Q 
Ra3 mate.

Ï find this (semi) grotesque entry deserv-
ing a distinction thanks to the precise key and 
three neat sacrifices: two in the main lines and 
an additional one after 1…Bh2”.

No 23748 M. Pasman
1st commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-sN-+-+0 
9mKp+-+-zP-0 
9-zP-zP-+-+0 
9+-mk-+-+-0 
9L+Psn-+-+0 
9+-+-sn-wq-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya7c5 3017.41 7/5 Draw

No 23748  Michael Pasman (Israel). 
1.Sxb7+/i Kb4 2.Sc5 (d7? Kxa4;) Kxc5 3.b7/ii 
Qxg7 4.d7 Sc6+ 5.Bxc6 Kxc6 6.d8S+ Kd6 7.Sf7+ 
Kc6 8.Sd8+ Kd6 9.Sf7+ Qxf7 10.Ka8 Qf3 11.Ka7 
Qf7 12.Ka8 Qf3 13.Ka7 Kc6 14.b8Q Qf7+ 15.Ka8 
Sxc4 16.Qc8+ Kb6 17.Qb8+ Ka6 18.Qc8+ draws.

i) 1.d7? Kb4 2.Sc6+ Sxc6+ 3.Bxc6 Qg5 4.Be4 
Sg4 5.Bd5 Sh6

ii) 3.d7? Qg5 4.b7 Sc6+ 5.Bxc6 Kxc6, and 
6.b8Q Qa5 mate, or: 6.g8Q Qa5+ 7.Kb8 Qc7+ 
8.Ka8 Qxb7 mate.

“This is another Phoenix though not as am-
bitious as the topper. The wS on d8 is sacrificed 
to give room to a second knight to be promot-
ed on that same square and consequently to be 
sacrificed as well. The capturing key and the 
idle remaining bS are unfortunate”.

No 23749 P. Arestov & D. Keith
2nd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-mKP+0 
9+-+r+-+-0 
9-zp-sN-+-+0 
9+-+-mk-+-0 
9P+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf6e3 0301.21 4/3 Win

No 23749  Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Daniel 
Keith (France). 1.g7 Rd8 2.Sc2+/i, and:

—— Kd2 3.Sxb4 Kc3 4.Sc6 Ra8 5.Kf7 Kb2 6.a4 
Kb3 7.a5 Ka4 8.a6 Kb5 9.Sb4 Kxb4 10.g8Q 
wins, or:

—— Kd3 3.Sxb4+ Kc4 4.Sc6 (Sc2? Kc3;) Ra8 5.Kf7 
Kc5/ii 6.Se5/iii Ra7+ 7.Kf6 Ra6+ 8.Ke7 Ra8 
9.Sd3+ Kb5/iv 10.Sb2/v Kb4 11.a4 Kb3 12.Kf7 
Ra7+ 13.Kg6 Ra6+ 14.Kh7 Ra7 15.Kh8 wins. 
i) 2.Sc6? Ra8 3.Kf7 b3 4.axb3 Kd3 5.Sb4+ 

Kc3 6.Sd5+ Kxb3 7.Sc7 Rb8 (Rd8) 8.Se8 Rb7+ 
(Rd7+) draws.

ii) Kc3 6.g8Q Rxg8 7.Kxg8 Kb2 8.a4 wins.
iii) 6.Se7? Kb4 7.Sd5+ Ka3 draws.
iv) Kc4 10.Sc1 Kb4 11.Kf7 Ra7+ 12.Kg6 Ra8 

13.Kh7 Ka3 14.g8Q Rxg8 15.Kxg8 wins.
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v) 10.Kf7? Ra7+ 11.Kg6 Rxa2 12.g8Q Rg2+ 
draws.

“The main motif of a knight defending a 
pawn from behind has naturally been shown 
more than once. Here it is nicely displayed at 
the end of the main line and also in an echo 
variation two ranks higher after 2…Kd2”.

No 23750 M. Hlinka & L’. Kekely
3rd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9vL-vl-+-+-0 
9-sN-zpP+-+0 
9+-+-+-+l0 
9-+L+-+-+0 
9zpK+-+-+R0 
9P+rzp-+-+0 
9mk-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb3a1 0481.23 7/7 Draw

No 23750  Michal Hlinka & L’ubos Kekely 
(Slovakia). 1.Rd3 d1Q 2.Rxd1+ Bxd1 3.e7 (Kb4? 
Rb2+;) Re2+ 4.Kxa3 d5/i 5.Sxd5 Bd6+ 6.Sb4 
Rxe7 7.Bd4+ Kb1 8.Bd3+ Kc1 9.Be3+ Rxe3 stale-
mate.

i) Rxe7 5.Sd5 Re4 6.Bb3 draws, e.g. Bxb3 
7.axb3 Bd8 8.b4 Rh4 9.Kb3.

“We see another version of an eye-catching 
yet well- trodden motif: fluent play leads to an 
ideal double-pin stalemate. Starting the solu-
tion on move 3 might also be an option”.

No 23751 M. Doré
4th commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-sn-+0 
9+-+-+P+k0 
9-+-mK-+-+0 
9+P+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd4h5 0003.20 3/2 Win

No 23751  Marcel Doré (France). 1.Ke5/i, and:
—— Sd7+ 2.Kd6/ii Sf6 3.b4 Se4+ 4.Ke5 Sc3 5.f6 
Kh6 6.Kd6/iii Kg6 7.Ke6 zz Kh7 8.Kf7 Sd5 

9.b5 Kh6 10.Ke6 Sb6 11.Ke7 Sd5+ 12.Kd6 
Sxf6 13.b6 wins, or:

—— Kg5/iv 2.b4 Sd7+ 3.Kd6 Sb6 4.Ke6 Kh6 5.f6/v 
Kh7 6.Kf7 Sd5 7.b5 Kh6 8.Ke6 Sc7+ 9.Kd7 
Sxb5 10.f7 Kg7 11.Ke7 Sd6 12.f8Q+ wins.
i) 1.b4? Kh6 2.Ke5 Kg7 draws.
ii) 2.Ke6? Sf8+ 3.Ke7 Kg5 (Kg4) draws.
iii) 6.Ke6? Kg6 zz, draws.
iv) Se8 2.b4 Sc7 3.Kd6 Sb5+ 4.Ke7 Sd4 5.f6 

Kg6 6.b5 wins.
v) 5.Kf7? Sd5 6.b5 Kg5 7.Ke6 Sc7+ draws.
“This is an accurate malyutka displaying two 

straightforward yet luck-warm lines of a knight 
coping with a pair of passers”.

No 23752 J. Sprenger
special commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-zp-zp-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+P+-+P+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-mK-+P+-+0 
9+-+-mk-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb2e1 0000.32 4/3 Win

No 23752  Jan Sprenger (Italy). 1.e4/i Kd2 
2.Kb1/ii Kd1 3.g5/iii fxg5 4.e5 dxe5 5.c5, and:

—— e4 6.c6 e3 7.c7 e2 8.c8Q e1Q 9.Qc2 mate, or:
—— g4 6.c6 g3 7.c7 g2 8.c8Q g1Q 9.Qc1+ Ke2 
10.Qxg1 wins.
i) 1.Kc3? Kxe2 2.Kd4 Kf3 3.Kd5 Kxg4 4.Kxd6 

f5 draws.
ii) The Van der Heijden move. 2.Kb3? Kd3 

3.e5 dxe5 4.c5 e4 5.c6 e3 6.c7 e2 7.c8Q e1Q draws.
iii) 3.e5? fxe5 4.g5 e4 5.g6 e3 6.g7 e2 7.g8Q 

e1Q draws.
“This is an elaboration on a famous study 

by Harold van der Heijden (HHdbVI#17051). 
Adding another pawn pair where the same the-
matic breakthroughs apply, one needs a double 
sacrifice, and one obtains a second main line 
where White wins with a skewer instead of a 
direct mate”.
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Maroc Echecs 2020

Helmut Waelzel (Germany) judged the 10th Moroccan endgame study tourney. He considered 
17 studies. The provisional award was dated 27xii2020 and became finale on 27i2021. Unfortunately, 
the study solutions were poorly (not!) edited and were simply a computer dump of lines. In such 
cases, EG publishes only main lines.

No 23753 L. Gonzalez
1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-tR-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+k0 
9-mKP+-sn-+0 
9+-+P+p+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+p0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9sn-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb6h7 0106.22 4/5 Win

No 23753  Luis Miguel Gonzalez (Spain). 
1.d6/i h2 2.d7 Sxd7+ 3.cxd7 h1Q 4.Rb7 Qh6+ 
5.Ka7 Qe3+ 6.Ka8 Qa3+ 7.Ra7 Qf3+ 8.Kb8 
Qg3+ 9.Rc7 Qg8+ 10.d8Q+ Kh8 11.Kc8 Sb3 
12.Rf7 Qxd8+ 13.Kxd8 Sd2 14.Ke7 Se4 15.Kf8 
Sg3 16.Rg7 f4 17.Kf7 Sh5 18.Rg5 Sg3 19.Rg4 wins.

i) Thematic try: 1.Kc5? h2 2.Rb1 Sb3+ 3.Kd6 
Kg6 4.c7 Se8+ 5.Kd7 Sxc7 6.Kxc7 Sd4 7.Rh1 f4 
8.Rxh2 Kf5 9.Rb2 Ke5 10.d6 Se6+ 11.Kd7 Sd4 
12.Ra2 f3 13.Ra5+ Kf4 14.Ke8 Sc6 15.d7 Sxa5 
16.d8Q f2 draws.

No 23754 Y. Bazlov
2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-sN-+-wqP0 
9-+-+K+-+0 
9+-+-+-+k0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9sn-+-vL-zP-0 
9-+-+-sN-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye6h5 3015.20 6/3 Win

No 23754  Yuri Bazlov (Russia). 1.Se8 Qf8 
2.h8Q+ Qxh8 3.Kf7 Sc4 4.Bf4 Se5+ 5.Bxe5 Qxe5 
6.Sf6+ Kg5 7.Sh3+ Kf5 8.g4 mate.

No 23755 D. Gurgenidze & M. Minski
3rd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-mK-+-+-+0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-zp-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-mk-zP-+-+0 
9+-zp-+-tr-0 
9-sNP+-+-vL0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb8b4 0311.23 5/5 Draw

No 23755  David Gurgenidze (Georgia) & 
Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Sd1 Rd3 2.Bd6+ 
Ka5 3.cxd3 c2 4.Sc3 c1Q 5.Bb4+ Ka6 6.Sd5 Kb5 
7.Sc3+ Ka6 8.Sd5 b5 9.Sc7+ Kb6 10.Sd5+ Kc6 
11.Se7+ Kb6 12.Sd5+ Ka6 13.Sc7+ perpetual 
check.

No 23756 A. Avni
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+l+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-vl-+-0 
9-+-sNRzp-+0 
9+-+-+-+k0 
9-+-+K+p+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye2h3 0161.02 3/5 Draw

No 23756  Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Kf2 Bd6 
2.Kg1 Bg4 3.Se6, and:

—— Bxe6 4.Re3+ fxe3 stalemate, or:
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—— f3 4.Sg5+ Kg3 5.Sxf3, and: 
–– Bc5+ 6.Sd4 Bf3 7.Re3 Bxd4 stalemate, or:
–– Bxf3 6.Re3, with:
•	Bc5 stalemate, or:
•	Bb4 7.Rc3 Bxc3 stalemate.

No 23757 P. Kiryakov & P. Arestov
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-tR-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+k+-+-+0 
9zP-+-mK-+-0 
9P+-+-+-wq0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye3c4 3100.30 5/2 Draw

No 23757  Petr Kiryakov & Pavel Arestov 
(Russia). 1.b7 Kd5 2.Rh7 Qe5+ 3.Kd3 Kc6 4.Kc2 
Kb6 5.Rh3 Qe2+ 6.Kb1 Qd1+ 7.Kb2 Qd2+ 8.Kb1 
Kxb7 9.Rb3+ Ka6 10.Rb4 Ka5 11.Rb3 Ka4 12.Rc3 
positional draw, or: 12…Qxc3 stalemate.

No 23758 D. Gurgenidze
1st commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+Ksn0 
9+-+-zP-+-0 
9p+-+-mk-+0 
9+-+-+-zp-0 
9-+-+-zP-+0 
9+-+-+-zP-0 
9-+-+-+P+0 
9+q+l+Q+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg8f6 4033.42 6/6 Win

No 23758  David Gurgenidze (Georgia). 
1.e8Q Bb3+ 2.Kf8 Sg6+ 3.Qxg6+ Qxg6 4.Qxa6+ 

Be6 5.Qa1+ Kf5 6.Qb1+ Kf6 7.Qb2+ Kf5 8.Qc2+ 
Kf6 9.Qc3+ Kf5 10.Qd3+ Kf6 11.Qd4+ Kf5 
12.g4+ Kxg4 13.f5+ Kxf5 14.g4 mate.

No 23759 J. Ulrichsen
2nd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9k+K+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-zP-+-sn0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc8a8 0003.11 2/3 Draw

No 23759  Jarl Ulrichsen (Norway). 1.Kd7 h5 
2.Ke6 Sg4 3.Kf5 Sf6 4.Kg5 Kb7 5.d4 Kc7 6.Kxf6 
h4 7.Ke7 Kc6 8.Ke6 Kc7 9.Ke7 h3 10.d5 h2 11.d6+ 
Kc6 12.d7 h1Q 13.d8Q draws.

No 23760 R. Staudte
3rd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-mk0 
9+-+-+-+L0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+N0 
9-+-+-+-zP0 
9vl-+-+-+-0 
9p+-+-+-+0 
9mK-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya1h8 0041.11 4/3 Win

No 23760  Rainer Staudte (Germany). 1.Bf5 
Bd6 2.Kxa2 Be5 3.Kb3 Kg8 4.Kc4 Kf7 5.Kd5 
Bc7/i 6.Bd7 Bd8 7.Be6+ Kg6 8.Sf4+ Kh6 9.Sg2 
Kh5 10.Bf7+ Kg4 11.h5 wins.

i) Bf6 6.Be6+ Kg6 7.Sf4+ Kh6 8.Sg2 Kh5 
9.Bf7+ Kg4 10.h5 wins.
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Vratnica-64 2016-2018

Branislav Djurašević (Serbia) judged this informal tourney. Further details are not available.

No 23761  Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark) & Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Be8 Bf7 
(Qf5; Qc7 mate) 2.Bxf7 Qf5/ii 3.Be6 Qe4/iii 
4.Bf5 Qc4/iv 5.Bd3 Qxd3/v 6.Qc7+ Ke6 7.Qe7+ 
Kf5 8.Qh7+ wins.

ii) Qe5 3.Qf8+ Kc6 4.Be8+ Kb7 5.Qb4+ wins.
iii) Kxe6 4.Qe7 mate, or Qxe6 4.Qc7 mate, 

or Qf4 4.Qc7+ Kxe6 5.Qxf4, or Qe5 4.Qe7+ 
Kc6 5.Bd7+ win.

iv) Qxf5 5.Qc7+ Ke6 6.Qe7 mate.
v) Qc6 6.Qe7 mate.
“This is a wonderful presentation of a queen 

chase by bishop with several echo mates and 
skewers. It is an evergreen study for solvers. 
This study reminds me of a similar idea by J. 
Timman (EG#22803)” where the main roles 
are played by the bishops only.

No 23762  Yochanan Afek (the Netherlands). 
1.d6/i b5+ 2.d7+ Kd8/ii 3.Sc6+ Kc7 (Kd7; Se5+) 
4.d8R/iii Kxc6+ 5.Ka6 Rf4 6.a3/iv Rf3 7.Rc8+ 
wins/v. 

i) 1.b5? Ke7 2.Kxb7 Kd6+ draws.
ii) Ke7 3.Kb6 (Kb7) Rh7 4.Kc7 Ke6 5.Kc8 

wins.
iii) 4.d8Q+? Kxc6+ 5.Ka8 Ra7+ 6.Kb8 Ra8+ 

7.Kxa8 stalemate.

iv) 6.Ka5? Rf2 7.a3 Rf3 8.Rc8+ Kb7 9.Rh8 
Rxa3+ draws, e.g. 10.Kxb5 Rg3.

v) e.g. Kd7 8.Rc5 Rxa3+ 9.Kxb8 Ra8 10.Rc4.
“The calm starting position doesn’t give an 

impression of the exciting struggle to follow on 
both sides with defence draw motifs and still a 
successful white response with a minor-piece 
promotion. With precise moves, White still 
manages to sail into a clear winning rook 
ending”.

No 23763  Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Rh8+ 
Kg7 2.Rh7+ Kxh7 (Kf8; Ree7) 3.g6+/i Kh6 
4.Re7, and:

—— Qxg4+ 5.Kxg4 Bg5/ii 6.Rd7 Rd4 7.Kf5 Rxd5+ 
8.Rxd5 exd2/iii 9.Rd7 Be6+ 10.Kxe6 d1Q 
11.Rh7+/iv Kxg6 12.Sd2 mate, or:

—— Ra7 5.Rxa7 Bc7 6.g5+ Kh5 7.Be2+ Qxe2/vi 
8.Sg3+ Bxg3 9.Rh7 mate.
i) 3.Sf6+? Kg7 4.Re7+ Kf8 5.Re8+ Kg7 6.g6 

Qxd5+ 7.Sxd5 Bxd5 draws.
ii) Bd6 6.Rd7 Bxd5 7.Kf5 Bxe4+ 8.Bxe4 Ra5+ 

9.Kg4 Rg5+ 10.Kf3 Rg3+ 11.Ke2 wins.
iii) Bxd5 9.Sxg5 exd2 10.Bc2 Kg8 11.Sh3 Bf3 

12.Sf2 wins.
iv) 11.Sf2? Qe1+ 12.Be4 Be7 draws.

No 23761 S. Slumstrup 
Nielsen & M. Minski

prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-mK-+-+0 
9+-+L+-wQ-0 
9-+-mkl+-+0 
9+-+p+-+q0 
9-+-+-+-zp0 
9+-+-+p+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd8d6 4010.00 3/6 Win

No 23762 Y. Afek
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-sN-+k+-+0 
9mKp+-+r+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+P+-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9P+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya7e8 0301.31 5/3 Win

No 23763 A. Avni
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-mk-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+PtRKzP-0 
9r+-+NvlP+0 
9+l+Lzp-+-0 
9-+-zP-+q+0 
9+-+-+-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiyf5f8 3571.41 9/6 Win
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“We see very dynamic play with two almost 
equal variations, one of which ends with an un-
usual battery mate in the centre of the board”.

No 23764  Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.f4+/i 
Rf3 2.Bxf3+/ii gxf3 3.Rxf2 b4+ 4.Kxb4 Sd3+ 
5.Kb5/iii Sxf2 (Rb8+; Kc6) 6.Rxf2 Kg1 7.Rxf3 
Kg2 8.Rf1 Kxf1 9.Kc6 Ke2 10.e4 Ke3/iv 11.e5 
Kxf4 12.e6 Ke5 13.e7 Ra8 14.Kd7 Ra7+ 15.Kd8 
Kd6 16.e8S+ draws. 

i) 1.fxg4+? Kg1 2.Ra1+ Kh2 3.Rh1+ Kg3 
4.Rxh3+ Kxh3 wins, e.g. 5.Bxb5 Ra8+ 6.Kb4 Se4 
7.Be2 Kg2 8.Rc2 Re8 9.Rc1 Sg3 10.Bc4 Rxe3.

ii) 2.Rxf2? b4+ 3.Kxb4 Sd3+ 4.Kb5 Rb8+ 
5.Kc4 Sxf2 6.Bxf3+ gxf3 7.Rxf2 Kg1 8.Rxf3 Kg2 
wins.

iii) 5.Kc4? Sxf2 6.Rxf2 Kg1 7.Rxf3 Kg2 8.Rf1 
Kxf1 wins, e.g. 9.Kd5 Ke2 10.e4 Kf3 11.e5 Kxf4.

iv) Rxf4 11.e5 Ke3 12.e6 draws.
“In a somewhat cumbersome position, the 

introductory play looks more interesting than 
the remaining play after the basic idea 5.Kb5!! 
which is the highlight of this study”.

No 23765  Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario 
Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Sg3 fxg3 2.Qh8+ 
Sh6 3.Qxh6+ Qxh6 4.b8Q f1Q+/i 5.Rxf1 g2+ 
6.Kxg2 Rg5+ 7.Qg3+ Rxg3+/ii 8.hxg3+ Kg4 
9.Rg8+/iii Bg5 10.Rf4+ Kh5 11.Rh4+ Bxh4 12.g4 
mate.

i) g2+ 5.Kxg2 Rg5+ 6.Kxf2 wins.
ii) Kh5 8.Re5 Rxe5 9.Qxe5+ Qg5+ 10.Qxg5+ 

wins.

iii) 9.Re4+? Kg5 10.Re5+ Kg4 draws.
“This study has attractive play for both sides 

and ends with a known model mate with two 
self-blocks”.

No 23766  Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Re8+ 
Kg7 2.exf6+/i Kf7 3.Se5+ Kxe8 4.f7+ Kf8/ii 5.O-
O, and:

—— Kg7 6.g4 Qf6 7.Rb1 (Ra1? Qd8;) Qd8 8.Rb7 
d6/iii 9.f8Q++ Kxf8 10.Rb8 Qxb8 11.Sd7+ 
wins, or:

—— d6 6.Rxf4 Qe6/iv 7.Rf6 Qxf6 8.Sd7+ wins.
i) 2.Sf2? Qb1+ 3.Sd1 Qe4+ 4.Kf2 Qc2+ 5.Kf3 

Qd3+ 6.Kxf4 g5+ draws.
ii) Kd8 5.O-O d6 6.g4 wins.
iii) Qa8 9.Rb6 d6 10.Rxd6 Qa1+ 11.Kf2 Qb2+ 

12.Kf3 Qxc3+ 13.Ke4 Qe1+ 14.Kd5 wins.
iv) Qxf4 7.Sxg6+ Kxf7 8.Sxf4 wins.

“In two equal variations White wins by 
knight’s forks”.

No 23767 M. Minski
3rd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-zp-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+P+-0 
9-vl-+-+K+0 
9+-+kvL-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+n0 
xiiiiiiiiyg4d3 0043.11 3/4 Draw

No 23764 P. Arestov
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-tr-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+L+-+-+0 
9+psn-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+p+0 
9mK-+-zPP+r0 
9RtR-+-zp-+0 
9+-+-+-+k0 
xiiiiiiiiya3h1 0813.23 6/7 Draw

No 23765 P. Krug 
& M. Garcia

1st commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+R+n+0 
9+P+-+R+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+r+-wq-0 
9-+-+-zp-mk0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-wQ-vlNzp-zP0 
9+-+-+-+K0 
xiiiiiiiiyh1h4 4534.22 7/7 Win

No 23766 A. Jasik
2nd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-mk0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+-+Rzpp+0 
9+-+-zPq+-0 
9-+pzP-zp-zP0 
9+-zPN+-+-0 
9-+-+-+P+0 
9+-+-mK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiye1h8 3201.55 9/7 Win
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No 23767  Minski Minski (Germany). 
1.Bc1/i Bc3/ii 2.Kf3 Bd4 3.Bh6/iii gxh6 (Sf2; 
Bxg7) 4.f6 (Kg2 Sf2;) Sf2 (Bxf6; Kg2) 5.f7 Bc5 
6.f8Q Bxf8 7.Kxf2 draws.

i) 1.Bg5? Sf2+ 2.Kh5 Se4, or 1.Bh6? gxh6, or 
1.Bb6? Bc3 2.Kf3 Be5, or 1.Kf3? Sg3 win.

ii) Sf2+ 2.Kh5 Se4 3.Bb2 Ke4 2.Bb2 draw.
iii) 3.f6? gxf6, or 3.Kg2? Sf2 win.

“This is an interesting miniature by the new-
ly-minted grandmaster”.

No 23768 V. Tarasiuk
4th commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-vL-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-mK-+-+-+0 
9+-+p+p+-0 
9-zPN+-+-+0 
9+k+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb4b1 0011.12 4/3 Win

No 23768  Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 
1.Se3 Kxb2/i 2.Bd4+/ii Kc1 3.Kb3 (Kc3? d2;) f2/
iii 4.Bc3 d2 5.Bb2+ Kb1 6.Sd1/v f1Q 7.Sc3 mate.

i) d2 2.Kc3 Kc1 3.Kd3 f2 4.Ke2 wins.
ii) 2.Sf1? Kc2 3.Kc4 d2 draws.
iii) Kd2 4.Sg4 Ke2 5.Sf2 d2 6.Kc2 wins.

“I repeat my comment from the previous 
study, this time from a newly-minted interna-
tional master”.

No 23769 B. Ilinčić
5th commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-wQ-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-zp-+-+-0 
9qzp-mk-+-+0 
9+-+-+-zp-0 
9-+-mK-+-+0 
9+-+-sN-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd2d4 4001.03 3/5 Win

No 23769  Borislav Ilinčić (Serbia). 1.Sc2+ 
(Qd6+; Ke4) Kc4 (Kd5; Se3+) 2.Se3+ Kb3 
3.Qe6+ c4/i 4.Qxc4+ Ka3/ii 5.Kc1 b3/iii 6.Qc3 
Qf4 7.Qa5+ Qa4 8.Sc4+ wins.

i) Kb2 4.Sc4+ Ka2 5.Kc1 b3 6.Qe2+ wins.
ii) Kb2 5.Sd1+ Ka3 6.Qc1+ wins.
iii) Qa5 6.Sc2+ Ka4 7.Sd4 wins.

“The Serbian veteran has made an ef-
fort to produce a competitive study for this 
competition”. 

No 23770 D. Hlebec
special commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+p+-+-zpp0 
9-zP-zP-zp-+0 
9+-+-+-zPk0 
9-zp-+-+pvl0 
9+P+-+-zp-0 
9-zPKzp-+P+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc2h5 0030.68 7/10 Win

No 23770  Darko Hlebec (Serbia). 1.d7 g6 
(Bxg5; d8Q) 2.Kd1/i fxg5 (Bxg5; d8Q) 3.d8S/i 
h6 4.Sc6 bxc6 5.b7 c5 6.b8S/iii c4 7.Sd7 cxb3 
8.Sf6 mate.

i) 2.d8Q? fxg5 3.Qc7 h6 4.Qc6 bxc6 5.b7 c5 
6.b8S c4 7.Sd7 cxb3+ 8.Kxd2 stalemate.

ii) 3.d8Q? h6 and stalemate.
iii) 6.b8Q? c4 7.Qc8 cxb3 draws.

“This is a more advanced version of an al-
ready-known Darko study (HHdbVI#09549) 
which, unfortunately, wasn’t awarded at 
the time. Therefore, it gets just a special 
commendation.” 
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Valery Kalashnikov (Russia) judged this informal tourney. Further details are not available.

No 23771  Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario 
Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Sd7+/i Qxd7 2.Qg5 
Qd1 3.Qh6+ Kg8 4.Kh4 Rb4/ii 5.Kh3 Qd7/iii 
6.Qc6/iv Qe6/v 7.Kh2 Kh7 8.Qg2 Rb2 (Qg6; 
Qh3+) 9.Sf2 a2/vi 10.Rg7+/vii Kh6 11.Qg5 mate.

i) 1.Qg5? Qg6+, or 1.Sh6? Qe2+ 2.Qg4 Qh2+ 
3.Rh3 Qe5+ 4.Kh4 Qf6+ draw.

ii) Qh1+ 5.Sh2 mate, or Qd4 5.Kh3 wins.
iii) Qf1+ 6.Kh2 Rb2+ 7.Sf2 mate, or Qh1+ 

6.Sh2+ wins.
iv) 6.Qg5+? Kf8 7.Qh5 f6 draws.
v) Qxc6 7.Sf6++ Kf8 8.Rg8 mate, or Qf5 

7.Qxc5 Qxc5 8.Sf6++ Kf8 9.Rg8 mate.
vi) Qh6+ 10.Rh3 a2 11.Rxh6+ Kxh6 12.Sg4+ 

wins.
vi) Try: 10.Rh3+? Qxh3+ 11.Qxh3+ Kg8 

12.Qg2+ Kh7 draws. HH: black dual 11…Kg6 
12.Qg2+ Kh7, but also 12…Kf5 (Kh5).

No 23772  Martin Minski (Germany). 
1.Sh6/i Rc1+/ii 2.Sxc1 d2 3.Rf8+ Ke3 4.Sg4+ 

Bxg4 5.Re8+ Kf3 6.Rf8+ (Re1? Bh3+;) Bf5/iii 
7.Rxf5+, and:

—— Kg4 8.Rf4+ Kxf4 9.Sd3 draws, or:
—— Ke4 8.Re5+/iv Kxe5 9.Sd3+ draws. 
i) 1.Sd4+? Ke3 2.Sxe6 Rf2+ 3.Kg1 d2 4.Rh3+ 

Rf3 5.Rxf3+ Kxf3 wins.
ii) Bxb3 2.Rf8+ Kg3 3.Sf5+, or Rf2+ 2.Kg1 

draw.
iii) Ke4 7.Re8+ Kf5 8.Re1 draws.
iv) Try: 8.Rf4+? Ke3 wins.
No 23773  Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario 

Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Kf6 Qg8/i 2.h5/ii 
g3 3.Bh6 Bb1/iii 4.Bg7+ Kh7 5.Bf8+ Kh8 6.Qe8 
Kh7 7.Qd7+ Kh8 8.Bg7+ Kh7 9.e4 Bxe4 10.Bf8+ 
Kh8 11.Qe8 Bb1 12.Bg7+ Kh7 13.Qg6+ Bxg6 
14.hxg6 mate.

i) Qa6+ 2.Bd6 Qa1+ 3.Be5 wins.
ii) 2.Be5? Qg6 mate.
iii) Bc2 4.Bg7+ Kh7 5.Bf8+ Kh8 6.Qe8 Kh7 

7.Qd7+ Kh8 8.Qc8 Be4 9.Qe8 Qh7 10.Bg7 mate.

No 23771 P. Krug 
& M. Garcia

1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-tr-+-mk-+0 
9+-+-zpp+-0 
9-sN-+q+-+0 
9+-zp-+-+K0 
9-+-+-+NwQ0 
9zp-+-+-tR-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh5f8 4402.04 5/7 Win

No 23772 M. Minski
2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+NtR0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+l+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+N+p+k+-0 
9-+r+-+-+0 
9+-+-+K+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf1f3 0432.01 4/4 Draw

No 23773 P. Krug 
& M. Garcia

1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-mk0 
9+-+-wQ-+l0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-mK-+-0 
9-+-+-vLpzP0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9q+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye5h8 4040.21 5/4 Win
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No 23774 P. Arestov
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9zP-tR-+-+-0 
9-+-+rwq-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9K+-+-+-mk0 
9+R+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya2h2 3500.10 4/3 Win

No 23774  Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Rb2+/i 
Kg3 (Kg1; Rc1+) 2.Rg7+ (a8Q? Ra6+;) Kh3/ii 
3.Rh7+ Kg3 4.Rg2+ Kxg2 5.a8Q+ Rc6 6.Qg8+ 
Qg6 7.Qd5+/iii Kg3 8.Qe5+ Kg4 9.Rg7 wins.

i) 1.Rh7+? Kg3 2.Rg7+ Kf2 draws.
ii) Qxg7 3.a8Q Qd4 4.Qg2+ Kh4 5.Qh1+ Kg5 

6.Rg2+ Kf6 7.Qh8+ wins.
iii) 7.Rg7? Ra6+ 8.Kb2 Rb6+ 9.Kc1 Rc6+ 

10.Kd1 Rd6+ 11.Ke1 Re6+ draws.

No 23775 P. Arestov, M. Garcia 
& M. Hlinka

commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+K+0 
9mk-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+p+-+0 
9+P+-tr-+-0 
9LzP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg6a5 0310.21 4/3 Draw

No 23775  Pavel Arestov (Russia), Mario 
Guido Garcia (Argentina) & Michal Hlinka 
(Slovakia). 1.Kf5 Re2/i 2.Kf4/ii e3/iii 3.b4+/iv 

Kxb4 4.Be6 Kc5 5.Kf3 Re1 6.Ke4 Rg1/v 7.Kd3 
Rg5/vi 8.Ke2 Rg6 9.Bf7/vii Rf6 10.Bg8 Rf8 
11.Be6 Re8 12.Bf7 Re7 13.Bg8 Kd4 14.b3 draws.

i) Re1 2.b4+ Kxb4 3.Be6 Kc5 4.Ke5 e3 5.Ke4 
draws.

ii) Try: 2.b4+? Kxb4 3.Be6 Kc5 4.Ke5 e3 5.b4+ 
Kc6 6.b5+ Kc5 7.Ke4 Kd6 8.Bc4 Rc2 wins.

iii) Rxb2 3.b4+ Kxb4 4.Bd5 draws.
iv) 3.Kf3? Rxb2 4.b4+ Kxb4 5.Be6 Rb1 6.Kxe3 

Re1+ wins.
v) Rd1 7.b4+ Kxb4 8.Bg4 draws.
vi) Rg6 8.Bf5/xiv Rg5 9.Be4 draws.
vii) 9.Bf5? Rf6 10.Bd7 Kd4 11.b3 Rb6 wins.

No 23776 M. Hlinka & L’ Kekely
special commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+l+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9k+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+K+-0 
9P+-tRQzpP+0 
9+-+-vlr+n0 
xiiiiiiiiyf3a4 1463.21 5/6 BTM, Draw

No 23776  Michal Hlinka & L’ubos Kekely 
(Slovakia). 1…Bh5+ 2.g4 Bxg4+ 3.Kxg4 Rg1+ 
4.Kh3 f1Q+ 5.Qxf1 Rxf1 6.Rd4+ Kb5 7.Kg2 Sg3/i 
8.Rd1 Rh1/ii 9.a3/iii Kc4 10.a4 Kb4 11.a5 Kxa5 
12.Rd5+ Kb4 13.Re5 draws.

i) Bf2 8.Rd5+ Kc4 9.Kxf1 Kxd5 10.Kg2 draws.
ii) Kc4 9.Ra1 Kc3 10.a4 Kb2 11.Rd1 Kc2 12.Ra1 

Kd2 13.Ra2+ Kc1 14.Ra1+ Kb2 15.Rd1 Rh1 16.a5 
Kc2 17.Ra1 Kd2 18.Ra2+ Kc1 19.Ra1+ Kb2 20.Rd1 
positional draw.

iii) 9.Rc1? Kb4 10.Rb1+ Kc4 11.a4 Kc3 12.Ra1 
Kb2 13.Rd1 Se4 14.a5 Sc3 wins.
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The informal tourney of the Romanian chess composition magazine was judged by Steffen Slum-
strup Nielsen (Denmark). In total 24 studies by 20 composers from 13 countries participated. The 
provisional award was published in issue no. 6 (i-vi2021) with a single month of confirmation time, 
after which it became final on 26vi2021.

No 23777  Martin Minski (Germany). 
1.Rb8/i Rh7+/ii 2.Kd6 Rh6+ 3.Kd7 (Ke7 Qe4+;) 
Qe4/ii 4.Rb5+/iii Kf4/iv 5.Rb4 Rd6+/vi 6.Kc8 
(Kxd6? Qxb4+;) Qxb4 7.Sd3+ Rxd3 model 
stalemate.

i) 1.Rf8+? Ke5 2.c8Q Rh7+ 3.Kd8 Qb6+ wins.
ii) Qe4 2.Rb5+ Kg6 3.Rxh5 draws.
iii) Qxc1 4.c8Q, or Qa1 4.c8Q draws.
iv) 4.c8Q? Qe6+ 5.Kc7 Rh7+ 6.Kd8 Rh8+ 

7.Kc7 Rxc8+, or 4.Rf8+? Kg5 win.
v) Kg4 5.c8Q Qe6+ 6.Kc7 Rh7+ 7.Kb8, or 

Kg6 5.Rb6+ Kg7 6.Rxh6 draw.
vi) Qxb4 6.Sd3+ Ke4 7.Sxb4 draws.
“A tour de force of high technical level and 

with good black counterplay (especially 5…
Rd6+). During the first 11 half moves, not a 
single piece is captured. Black and White go on 
the attack alternately. Given the tactical nature 
of the play it is easy to forget we are actually 
dealing with a miniature”.

No 23778  Piotr Murdzia (Poland) & Martin 
Minski (Germany). 1.Bd4+ (Rc1+? Kg2;) Rxd4 

2.Rc1+ Sf1/i 3.a8Q/ii Bxa8 4.Sxd4 a1Q+ 5.Rxa1 
Ra7+ 6.Kb6 Rxa1 7.Sc2 Rc1 8.Se2+ Kf2 9.Sxc1 
wins.

i) Kf2 3.Sd1+ Ke2 4.Sg3+ Ke1 5.Sc3+ Kf2 
6.Sxh1+ draws.

ii) Logical try: 3.Sxd4? a1Q+ 4.Rxa1 Rxa7+ 
5.Kb6 Rxa1 6.Sc2 Ra8 wins.

“The starting position is messy, with four vs 
four pieces and two miraculously unpromoted 
pawns. However the idea, excellently imple-
mented with 3.a8Q, forcing a Black block on 
this square, lifts the study to prize level. In the 
end, Black to move is unable to win with rook, 
bishop and knight against two knights. This 
bears resemblance to Minski’s first prize study 
of The Problemist 2016–17 (EG#22798). The 
composers emphasize the use of all four cor-
ners in the study, but I don’t consider this an 
asset as the bishops are already on h8 and h1 in 
the initial position”.

No 23779  Vladimir Samilo (Ukraine). 1.b6 
d3/i 2.e3/ii b2/iii 3.b7 b1Q 4.b8Q+ Qxb8 5.Bxb8 
Bxe3+ 6.Bf4 (dxe3? d2;) d4 7.g3 (Bxe3? dxe3;) 

No 23777 M. Minski
1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+R+-+-+0 
9+-zPK+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+k+r0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+qsN-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd7f5 3401.10 4/3 Draw

No 23778 P. Murdzia 
& M. Minski

2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-tr-+-vL0 
9zP-+-+-+r0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9mK-+-+N+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-sN-+-+-0 
9p+Rsn-+-+0 
9+-+-+-mkl0 
xiiiiiiiiya5g1 0745.11 6/6 Draw

No 23779 V. Samilo
3rd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+k+0 
9+-+-+-zp-0 
9-+-+-+p+0 
9+P+p+-mK-0 
9-+-zp-vLP+0 
9+p+-+-+-0 
9-+-zPP+P+0 
9+-+-+-vl-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg5g8 0040.55 7/7 Draw
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Kf7 8.Kh4 Kf6/iv 9.g5+ Kf5 10.dxe3 (Bxe3? 
dxe3;) d2 11.e4+ Kxe4 12.Bxd2 draws.

i) b2 2.b7 b1Q 3.b8Q+ Qxb8 4.Bxb8 draws.
ii) 2.b7? Ba7 3.Be3 Bb8 wins.
iii) Bxe3 3.b7 Ba7 4.Be3 (e5) draws.
iv) Ke6 9.Kg5/v Kf7 10.Kh4 positional draw.
vi 9.g5? Bxf4 10.gxf4 Kd5 11.Kg4 Kc4 12.f5 

gxf5+ 13.Kxf5 Kb3 14.Kg6 Kc2 15.Kxg7 Kxd2 
wins.

“An earlier version of this study went una-
warded in my 45 JT but in fact this is a wholly 
different work with a much better introduc-
tion. Black’s counterplay 1…d3 justifies the 
queen exchange in the introduction (without 
the exchange it would also have been difficult 
to avoid Black-to-move). The position after 7. 
g3 is amusing and one of suspense. The kings 
fight it out, and in the end the check 11. e4+ 
saves the day for White. By the way, I consider 
the pawns on e2 and g2 a weakness (Bf1 was 
captured on f1), making the starting position 
unnatural”.

No 23780 D. Gurgenidze & V. Neidze †
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+q+-+-+0 
9+-+-+R+R0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+n+-+-0 
9-+-+N+-+0 
9+-+-+-+P0 
9-zPpmK-+-+0 
9mk-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd2a1 3204.21 6/4 Win

No 23780  David Gurgenidze & Vazha 
Neidze (Georgia). 1.Kc1 Sb4 2.Ra7+/i Sa2+ 
3.Rxa2+ Kxa2 4.Ra7+ Kb3 5.Rb7+ Ka4 (Qxb7; 
Sc5+) 6.Sc3+/ii Ka5 7.b4+ Ka6 8.Se4 Qxh3 
(Kxb7; Sc5+) 9.Sc5 mate.

i) 2.Sc3? Qa6 3.Ra7 Sa2+ 4.Sxa2 Qxa7 5.Rxa7 
stalemate.

ii) Try: 6.Rb5? Qxh3 7.Sc3+ Qxc3 draws.
“We see a pleasant study on the evergreen 

theme of placing the rook diagonally from the 

king. The Georgian duo GM David Gurgenidze 
and IM Vazha Neidze (1937–2020) have skilful-
ly added the try 6.Rb5, which lifts the study a 
lot. One might consider beginning with 4.Ra7+ 
but the stalemate after 2.Sc3 makes a good case 
for adding the introduction, despite the ex-
change on a2”.

No 23781 A. Avni
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-sN-vL-+0 
9+-+-zp-+-0 
9R+-+-+-zp0 
9zp-+-vl-mkP0 
9-+P+-+-+0 
9zp-+-+-+P0 
9p+-+-+K+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg2g5 0141.35 7/7 Win

No 23781  Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Se6+ 
Kf5/i 2.Sd4+ Bxd4 3.Rxa5+ Bc5/ii 4.Rxc5+/iii 
Kf6 (e5; Rxe5+) 5.Rg5/iv hxg5 (Kxg6; Bg7) 6.h6 
Kf5 7.Bg7 e5 8.Bxe5/v Kxe5 9.h7 wins.

i) Kxh5 2.Sg7+ Kg5 3.Kf3/vi a1Q 4.h4+ Kxh4 
5.Bxe7+ Bf6 6.Bxf6+ Qxf6+ 7.Rxf6 wins.

ii) e5 4.Rxa3 a1Q 5.Rxa1 Bxa1 6.Bxh6 wins.
iii) 4.Bg7? e5 5.Bxe5 Kxe5 wins.
iv) 5.Bxe7+? Ke6 6.Re5+ Kxe5 7.Bf8 Kf6 wins.
v) 8.h7? a1Q 9.h8Q Qb2+ draws.
vi) 3.Bxe7+? Kf4 4.Se6+ Kf5 5.Sd4+ Bxd4 

6.Rxa5+ Ke4 7.Rxa3 a1Q 8.Rxa1 Bxa1 draws.
“We see a pretty study with a good introduc-

tion in the style of Wotawa. I think that this 
study brings about an interesting discussion. 
The idea of 5.Rg5! can be done with only five 
pawns on the board instead ovf seven. I no-
ticed this and tried for some time to create a 
good introduction, but failed. My question is 
this: is it essential that the implementation is 
economically perfect when presenting a small, 
pretty idea like this? Traditional conventions 
provide that it must be. Or may pawns be add-
ed for the sake of a better introduction ? I am 
honestly in doubt”.
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No 23782 E. Melnichenko
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9Lvl-tr-mk-+0 
9+-zp-+-+-0 
9-zP-zPPmK-+0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+-+p+-+0 
9+-+-+p+l0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf6f8 0370.34 5/8 Win

No 23782  Emil Melnichenko (New Zea-
land). 1.e7+ Ke8 2.Bc6+ Bd7 3.Bxd5 Be6 4.Bc6+ 
Bd7 5.Bxe4 Bg4 6.Bc6+ Bd7 7.Bxf3 Bg4 8.Bc6+ 
Bd7 9.Be4 Bg4 10.d7+ Kxd7 11.Bc6+ Kxc6 
12.exd8Q wins.

“With a good systematic manoeuvre White 
manages to capture three pawns. But the study 
finishes somewhat blandly with a winning 
endgame of queen vs two bishops”.

No 23783 P. Krug & P. Arestov
1st commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-zp-+k0 
9-+-+n+-+0 
9zp-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-zP0 
9+-mKR+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc1h5 0103.12 3/4 Win

No 23783  Peter Krug (Austria) & Pavel 
Arestov (Russia). 1.Rd5/i Kh4 2.Rxe5 Sf6/ii 
3.Re7 Kh3 4.Rf7 Sg4 5.Rh7+ Kg2 6.h4 Kh3 7.Kb1 
Sf6 8.Rh6 Sg4 9.Rh5 (Rh8? Sf6;) Sh2/iii 10.Rh8 
(Rh7? Kg4;) Sg4 11.Ka2 Sf6 12.Rh6 Sg4 13.Rh5 
Sh2 14.Rh8 Kg4 (Sg4; Kxa3) 15.h5/iv Kg5 16.h6 
Kg6 17.Rf8 (h7? Kg7;) Kh7 (Kxh6; Rh8+) 18.Rf4 
Kxh6 19.Rh4+ wins.

i) Try: 1.Re1? a2 2.Kb2 Sf2 3.Rxe5+ Kh4 4.Re8 
(Kxa2 Sg4;) Kh3 5.Rh8+ Kg2 6.h4 Kg3 7.h5 Kh4 
8.h6 Kh5 9.h7 Kg6 10.Re8 Sd3+ (Sd1+) 11.Kxa2 
Kxh7 draws.

ii) Sf2 3.Re8/v Kh3 4.Rh8+ Kg2 5.h4 Kg3 6.h5 
Kg4 7.h6 Kg5 8.h7 Kg6 9.Rf8 wins.

iii) Sf6 10.Rf5 Sg4 11.h5 wins.
iv) 15.Kxa3? Sf3 16.h5 Sh4 draws.
v) But not 3.Re7? Kh3 4.Rh7+ Kg2 5.h4 Kh3 

draws.
“We see long (too long for my taste) precise 

play and an amusing systematic manoeuvre by 
rook and knight. The finishing touch 17.Rf8 is 
attractive as well”.

No 23784 P. Arestov & A. Zhukov
2nd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9K+-+-+-+0 
9+p+-+-+p0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-zp-0 
9-tR-+-+-+0 
9+-+-zPk+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya8f3 0100.13 3/4 Win

No 23784  Pavel Arestov & Aleksandr Zhu-
kov (Russia). 1.e4 Kf4 2.Rb5/i g4/ii 3.e5 Kf5 
4.e6+/iii Kxe6 5.Ka7/iv b6/v 6.Kb7/vi h6/vii 
7.Kc6 g3/viii 8.Rb3 g2 9.Rg3/ix h5 10.Rxg2 wins.

i) Try: 2.Kxb7? h6 3.Kc6 Ke5 4.Kc5 h5 5.Kc4 
Kxe4 6.Kc3+ Ke3 7.Rb5 g4 8.Rxh5 g3 9.Rg5 Kf2 
10.Kd2 g2 11.Rf5+ Kg3 draws.

ii) Kxe4 3.Rxg5 wins, or h6 3.e5 Kf5 4.e6+ 
see main line.

iii) 4.Kxb7? Ke6 5.Kc6 h5 6.Rd5 g3 draws.
iv) 5.Kxb7? Kf6 6.Kc6 g3 7.Rb3 h5 draws.
v) Kf6 6.Kb6 Kg6 7.Kc5 h5 8.Kd4 wins.
vi) 6.Kxb6? h6 7.Kc5 Ke5 8.Kc4+ Ke4 9.Kc3 

Ke3.
vii) Kf6 7.Kc6 g3 8.Rb3 see main line.
viii) Kf6 8.Kd5 Kf5 9.Kd4+ Kf4 10.Kd3 g3 

11.Ke2 wins.
ix) 9.Rb1? Kf5 10.Rg1 h5 11.Rxg2 h4 draws.

“White avoids capturing pawn-b7 to avoid 
a future stalemate with rook vs. h-pawn. This 
stalemate remains hidden between the lines 
(or outside the lines, if you like) and this takes 
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away almost all the clarity and attraction of the 
study”.

No 23785 A. Sergienko
3rd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9K+-mk-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-tr-zP-+0 
9+P+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-sN-+-0 
9-+-vL-zp-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya8d8 0311.21 5/3 Win

No 23785  Andriy Sergienko (Ukraine). 
1.f7/i Rf6 2.b6/ii f1Q 3.Sxf1 Rxf1 4.Bg5+/iii Kd7 
5.b7 Ra1+ 6.Kb8 Rf1 7.Ka7 Ke6 8.Bf6/iv, and: 
Rxf6 9.b8Q, or Kxf6 9.f8Q wins.

i) 1.Ba5+? Ke8 2.b6 Rxf6/v 3.b7 Ra6+ draws.
ii) Try: 2.Sf1? Kc7/vi 3.Be3 (Ba5+ Kc8;) Rxf7 

4.b6+ Kc6 draws.
iii) 4.b7? Ra1+ 5.Kb8 Ke7 6.Bb4+ Kxf7 7.Kc8 

Rg1 (Rh1) draws.
iv) 8.b8Q? Ra1+ 9.Kb7 Rb1+ 10.Kc7 Rxb8 

draws.
v) But not: Kf7? 3.Ka7 Rd5 4.Ka6 Rd6 5.Sf1 

wins.
vi) But not: Rxf7? 3.b6 Kc8 4.Be3 Rb7 5.Bxf2 

Rb8+ 6.Ka7 Rb7+ 7.Ka6 wins.

No 23786 G. Østmoe
4th commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-mk-+-+-mK0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-zP-0 
9-wq-+-+-vL0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+L+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh8b8 3020.10 4/2 Draw

No 23786  Geir Sune Østmoe (Norway). 
1.Bg3+ Kc8 2.g6 Qe4 3.Bc2/i Qxc2 4.g7 Qc3 
5.Kh7 (Bf4? Qh3+;) Qd3+ 6.Kh8 Qd4 7.Bf4/

ii Qf6/iii 8.Bg5 Qxg5 9.g8Q+ Qxg8+ 10.Kxg8 
draws.

i) 3.g7? Qh1+ 4.Kg8 Qxd1 wins.
ii) 7.Kh7? Qe4+ 8.Kh8 Qh1+ wins.
iii) Kd7 8.Bh6 Ke7 9.Kh7 Qe4+ 10.Kh8 

draws.
“This is a technically perfect study, but also 

a somewhat technical one in the bad sense of 
the word; it failed to excite me. Often in such 
studies where White attempts to lose his bish-
op(s) the advanced pawn is on the a-, c-, f- or 
h-file and the motivation is stalemate. Here it 
is about a positional draw. Østmoe had a sim-
ilar study awarded in the Kondratiuk MT 2018 
(EG#22408)”.

No 23787 V. Samilo
5th commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9N+-+N+-+0 
9+-+r+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+nzP-+L0 
9k+-+-+p+0 
9+-zP-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+K0 
xiiiiiiiiyh1a4 0315.22 6/5 Win

No 23787  Vladimir Samilo (Ukraine). 
1.Sf6/i Sxf6 2.exf6/ii Rd1+/iii 3.Kxh2 Rd8 
4.Sb6+/iv Kb5 (Ka5; Sc4+) 5.Sd5/v Rxd5 6.c4+ 
Kxc4 7.Bf7 Kc5 8.Bxd5 Kxd5 9.f7 Ke6 10.f8Q 
wins.

i) 1.Bxg4? Re7 2.Sf6 Se3 3.Bd7+ Kb3 draws.
ii) 2.Sb6+? Kb5 3.Sxd7 Sxh5 draws, but not: 

Sxd7? 4.Be8 Kc6 5.e6 wins.
iii) Ka5 3.f7 Rd8 4.Sc7 wins.
iv) 4.Sc7? Rh8 5.f7 Rxh5+ draws.
v) 5.Sd7? Rh8 6.f7 Rxh5+ draws.
“I would have begun this pleasant study with 

4.Sb6. Again a try (5.Sd7) gives the study that 
little extra that made me include it in the award. 
It is most unfortunate that the echo variation 
2…Rd8 3.Sb6+ Kb5 4.Sd7 Rxd7 5.Be8 does not 
work (3.Sc7 wins as well). This is a good study 
for solving”.
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12th UAPA ty 2020

The Argentina Chess Composition Federation UAPA organized their 12th informal endgame 
study tourney, and (also) named it as Francisco Benko-110 MT.

There were four sections and two judges. Peter Gyarmati (Hungary) judged the two thematic 
sections, and Eduard Eilazyan (Ukraine) judged the win and draw sections without any set theme.

The tourney director was again Sebastián A. Palomo. The provisional award was dated 
15xi2020/30xi2020. During the confirmation time, because of an anticipation, one study was elimi-
nated from the final award (5ii2021).

The set theme (only first two sections) was: studies with castling (by White, Black or by both 
sides) either in the main line or in the thematic try. Both win and draw studies were allowed.

Thematic section: castling by White

Judge Peter Gyarmati received 16 studies by 
13 composers from 7 countries.

No 23788  Yochanan Afek (the Netherlands/
Israel). 1.Bd5+ Kxd5 2.O-O-O Sd3+ 3.Rxd3+ 
Kc4 4.Rd4+/i Kxc3 5.Rc4+ Kxc4 6.Kb2 Kd3 7.h7 
a1Q+ 8.Kxa1 Kc2 9.h8Q wins.

i) Logical try: 4.Kb2? Kxd3 5.h7 a1Q+ 6.Kxa1 
Kc2 7.h8Q b2+ 8.Ka2 b1Q+ 9.Ka3 Qb3 mate.

No 23789  Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.d5/i, 
and:

—— Kf7 2.O-O Ke7 3.Kg2 Rh4 4.h3 Kd6 5.Kg3 g5 
6.Rf6+ Ke5 7.Rg6 Kf5 8.d6 wins, or:

—— Rh4 2.Rf1 Rg4 3.h4 Rxh4 4.d6 wins.
i) Try: 1.O-O? Rh4 2.d5 Rg4+ 3.Kh1 Rg5, or 

1.Rf1? Rxh2 draws.
No 23790  Michael Pasman (Israel). 

1.O-O-O c2 2.Rd7 Bh6 3.Re7+ Kd5 4.a4 Bg5 

5.Re8 b6 6.h3 zz Kd6 7.Re4 Kd5 8.Rd4+ Kc5 
9.Rd3 Kc4 10.h4 Bh6 11.Rd4+ Kc5 12.Re4 Kd5 
13.Re8 Kd6 14.h5 Kd5 15.Kd2 Kd6 16.Rd8+ Kc5 
17.Rc8+ Kb4 18.Rc6 wins.

No 23791  Peter Krug (Austria). 1.O-O-O, 
and:

—— O-O 2.Rhg1 Qxg3 3.Rxg3+ Kh7 4.Rh1 mate, 
or:

—— a2 2.Kc2 Qd4 3.Qg4/iii Qe5 4.Qg5 Qd4 
5.Rxh8+ Qxh8 6.Ra1 Qf6/iv 7.Qxd5 Rb8 
8.Rxa2 Kf8 9.Ra8 wins.
i) Thematic try: 3.Rxh8+? Qxh8 4.Rh1 

O-O-O 5.Rxh8 Rxh8 6.Qe1 Kb7 7.Qa1 Ra8 
8.Kxc3 Ra4 draws.

HH cooks the 2nd hon. mention: P. Arestov, 
e1g3 3232.11 h3a1f5f8a3a4.h7g2 6/4 Draw. In-
tended: 1.Rg5+ Kf3 2.O-O-O Bxa3+ 3.Sb2 Qxh7 
4.Rxg2 Kxg2 5.Rd2+ Kf1 6.Rd1+ Ke2 7.Rd2+ Kf3 
8.Rd3+ Qxd3 stalemate.

No 23788 Y. Afek
1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+k+-zP0 
9+-sn-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+pzP-+-+-0 
9p+-+-+-+0 
9tR-+-mK-+L0 
xiiiiiiiiye1e6 0113.22 5/4 Win

No 23789 O. Pervakov
2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+k+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+p+0 
9+-+-+-+p0 
9-+-zPp+-+0 
9+-+-zp-+r0 
9-+-+P+-zP0 
9+-+-mK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiye1g8 0400.34 5/6 Win

No 23790 M. Pasman
special prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+p+-+-vl-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9zpP+-+-+-0 
9-+-+k+-+0 
9zPpzp-zP-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-zP0 
9tR-+-mK-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye1e4 0130.54 7/6 Win
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However: 3…Qc8+ 4.Kb1 Bxb2 5.Kxb2 Qh8+ 
6.Kb3 Qxh7 wins (6EGTB).

No 23792  Vladimir Samilo (Ukraine). 
1.g7 Sxg7 2.Sxg7+ Kg6 3.Se6 Sxe6 4.dxe6 h2 
5.O-O-O Bg1 6.e7 Kf7 7.Rd8 Be3+ 8.Kc2 draws, 
e.g. Kxe7 9.Rh8.

No 23793  Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.O-O-O 
Kxe3 2.Sg7, and:

—— Sg3 3.Sxh5 Sf1 4.Rd3+ Ke4 5.Rd4+ Kxd4 
6.Sf4 g1Q 7.Se2+ Ke3 8.Sxg1 draws, or:

—— Sc3 3.Re1+ Kf2 4.Kd2 h4 5.Se6 Se4+ 6.Rxe4 
g1Q 7.Rf4+ Kg3 8.Sd4 Kxf4 9.Se2+ Kf3 
10.Sxg1+ Kg2 11.Se2 h3 12.Sf4+ Kg3 13.Sxh3 
draws.

No 23794  Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario 
Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.O-O/i b2 2.Rae1+ 
Kd4 3.Rf4+ Kc5 4.Rf5+ Kc4 5.Rf4+ Kb3 6.Rf3 

d2 7.Ref1 Kc2 8.Rxg3 d1S 9.Rxc3+ Sxc3 10.Rf2+ 
Kc1 11.Rxb2 Kxb2 12.Kf2 Kc2 13.Ke3 positional 
draw.

i) 1.O-O-O? d2+ wins.
No 23795  Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.R8h7/i 

Qxh7 2.O-O b6 3.c6 Qh2+ 4.Kxh2 Rh7+ 5.Kg2/
ii Ka7 6.d6 e2 7.Ra1+ Kb8 8.c7+ Kb7 9.Ra8 e1S+ 
10.Kf2 Rxc7 11.dxc7 Kxc7 12.Kxe1 wins. 

i) Try: 1.O-O? f5 and Black wins. Try: 1.Rg8? 
Qd7 2.O-O Qg4+ 3.Kh2 Qh4+ 4.Kg2 Qg4+ 
draws.

ii) 5.Kg3? Ka7 6.d6 e2 7.Ra1+ Kb8 8.Kf2 Rh2+ 
9.Kf3 Rh3+ 10.Kf2 Rh2+ draws.

No 23796  Mario Guido Garcia (Argentina). 
1.Sc5/i Sd3+ 2.Sxd3 cxd3 3.Kf1/ii d2 4.Rh2 Rd4 
5.Ra3+ Ke4 6.Rh4+ Ke5 7.Rxd4 Kxd4 8.Ra4+ 
Ke5 9.Ra1 Sd5 10.Kf2 Kf4 11.Ra4+ Ke5 12.Ra1 
positional draw.

No 23791 P. Krug
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9r+-+k+-tr0 
9+-+-zp-wq-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9zp-zpPzp-wQ-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9tR-+-mK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiye1e8 4800.35 7/9 Win

No 23792 V. Samilo
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+N+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-vl-+-+P+0 
9zp-+P+n+k0 
9-+-+-sn-+0 
9+-+-+-+p0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9tR-+-mK-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye1h5 0137.32 6/6 Draw

No 23793 P. Arestov
1st commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+N+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+p0 
9-+-+n+-+0 
9+-+kzP-+-0 
9-+-+-+p+0 
9tR-+-mK-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye1d3 0104.12 4/4 Draw

No 23794 P. Krug 
& M. Garcia

2nd commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+p0 
9-+-+-+-zP0 
9+pzppmk-zp-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9tR-+-mK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiye1e3 0200.15 4/6 Draw

No 23795 A. Jasik
3rd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-tR0 
9trp+-+-wq-0 
9k+-+-zpp+0 
9+pzPP+-+-0 
9-zP-+-zP-+0 
9+-+pzp-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-mK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiye1a6 3500.46 7/9 Win

No 23796 M. Garcia
4th commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+N+-sn-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-sn-+-0 
9-+p+r+-+0 
9+-+-mkp+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9tR-+-mK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiye1e3 0507.02 4/6 Draw
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i) Try: 1.Sd6? Rd4 2.Rh7 Sd3+ 3.Kf1 Rxd6 
4.Rxe7+ Kd4 wins.

ii) Thematic try: 3.O-O? Rg4+ 4.Kh1 Sf5 
5.Rae1+ Kf4 wins. Thematic try: 3.O-O-O? 
Rc4+ 4.Kb1 Sd5 5.Rhe1+ Kd4 wins. 

Thematic section: castling by Black

Judge Peter Gyarmati received 13 studies by 
6 composers from 6 countries. The 2nd prize 
winner was eliminated from the final award 
because of an anticipation.

No 23797  Pavel Arestov & Petr Kiryakov 
(Russia). 1.Qc3/i O-O 2.Qg3+ Kf7 3.Qxe5 h6 
4.Qg3 Rg8 5.Qc7+ Kg6 6.Kb4 Rf8 7.Kxb5 Rf6 
8.Ka5 Rf7 9.Qc4 Rf6 10.Qg8+ wins.

i) Thematic try: 1.Qd4? O-O 2.Qxe5 h6 
3.Qg3+/xiv Kh7 4.Qd3+ Kg7 5.Qg3+ Kh7 draws.

HH cooks the 2nd prize: V. Tarasiuk, e1e8 
0400.35 h1a8.d6g6h2a3b7d4d7h3 5/7 Draw. In-
tended: 1.O-O O-O-O 2.g7 a2 3.Ra1 Rg8 4.Rxa2 
Rxg7+ 5.Kh1 Kb8 6.Ra8+ Kxa8 stalemate.

But: 5…b5 6.Ra8+ “perpetual check”. How-
ever, Black can escape from the rabid rook: 
6…Kb7, e.g. 7.Rb8+ Kc6 8.Rc8+ Kd5 9.Rc5+ 
Kxd6, and 10.Rd5+ Kc7 11.Rc5+ Kd8 12.Rc8+ 
Ke7 13.Re8+ Kf6 14.Re6+ Kg5 15.Re5+ Kg6 and 
no more checks, or: 10.Rc6+ Ke7 11.Re6+ Kf7 
12.Rf6+ Ke8 13.Rf8+ Ke7 14.Re8+ Kf6 15.Re6+ 
Kg5 16.Re5+ Kg6.

No 23798  Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Kg5 
dxc5 2.bxc5 O-O 3.Kg4 Rf1 4.c6 Rc1 5.Kf5 Rc5+ 
6.Ke6 Rxb5 7.c7 Rc5 8.Kd7 Kg7 9.h5 Kf6 10.c8Q 
Rxc8 11.Kxc8 wins.

No 23799  Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario 
Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Bc5/i Sb6 2.Bxb6 
axb6 3.Qc7/ii Bc4+ 4.Qxc4 O-O 5.Qc7 Rae8+ 
6.Kd5 Rd8+ 7.Ke5 Rde8+ 8.Kf4 Re7 9.Qxc2 Rf6 
10.a5 bxa5 11.Kg5 Ree6 12.Qc8+ Kg7 13.Qc3 Kg8 
14.Qxf6 wins.

i) Try: 1.Qc7? Bc4+ 2.Qxc4 Se7 3.Qc5 O-O 
4.Qxc2 Sxg6 draws.

ii) Try: 3.g7? O-O-O 4.gxh8Q Rxh8 5.Qxf1 
Rh7 6.Qc1 Rc7 positional draw.

No 23800  Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.Be6 
Bg8+ 2.Kxg6 Bxe6 3.dxe6 O-O 4.g5 Rd8 5.Rc7 
Kf8 6.Kh7 d3 7.Rc5 g6 8.Rf5+ Ke8 9.Kxg6 Rd6 
10.Kh7 d2 11.g6 d1Q 12.Rf8+ Kxf8 13.g7+ Ke8 
14.g8Q mate. 

No 23801  Vladimir Samilo (Ukraine). 1.g7 
O-O-O 2.Sf8 c2 3.gxh8Q c1Q 4.Qh3 Qf4 5.Ke7+ 
Kb7 6.Se6 Qd6+ 7.Kf7 Rd7+ 8.Kgi Re7 9.Kf6 
draws.

No 23802  Valery Kalashnikov (Russia). 1.c7 
O-O 2.Sc6 Sb3 3.Sd8 Sc5+ 4.Ke7 Sb7 5.c8Q 
Re8+ 6.Kf6 Sxd8 7.Qg4+ (Qd7) Kf8 8.Qg7 mate.

HH notes that in the final award, unlike 
the provisional award, a wrong diagram was 
printed.

No 23797 P. Arestov 
& P. Kiryakov

1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+k+-tr0 
9+-+-+-+p0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+p+-tr-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+K+Q+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb3e8 1600.02 2/5 Win

No 23798 P. Arestov
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+k+-tr0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-zp-+P+0 
9+PzP-+-+-0 
9-zP-+-mK-zP0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf4e8 0300.51 6/3 Win

No 23799 P. Krug 
& M. Garcia

2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9r+n+k+-tr0 
9zp-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+K+P+0 
9+P+-+p+-0 
9P+-+-wQ-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+p+-vL-+0 
9+-+-+l+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye6e8 1643.33 6/8 Win
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Win section

The judge, Eduard Eilazyan, received 31 
studies by 24 composers from 17 countries.

No 23803  Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Be2 Sxf2 
2.Kf7, and:

—— Rd3 3.Bxd3 d1Q 4.Sd4 Qxd3 5.Bd2+ Qxd2 
6.Sf5 mate, or:

—— d1Q 3.Bxd1, and:
–– Se4 4.Bd2+ Sxd2 5.Sd4 Rxh4 6.Sf5+ Kg5 
7.Sxh4 Kxh4 8.Kxg7 wins, or:

–– Rd3 4.Se3 Rxe3 5.Bd2 Sxd1 6.Bc1 wins.

No 23804  Jan Timman (the Netherlands). 
1.Rh5+ Kg3 2.Rh3+ Kxh3 3.Qf1+ Kg3 4.Bc5, and:

—— Bd4 5.Bxd4 d1S 6.Rh6 Se3 7.Rh2 Sxf1 8.Bxf2 
mate, or:

—— d1S 5.Rxd1 Bd4 6.Bxd4 Rh8+ 7.Bxh8 Rb6 
8.Bg7 Re6 9.Ra1 Re7 10.Qb1 a3 11.Qb5 Re1+ 

12.Qf1 Re7 13.Qb1 Rxg7 14.Qb7 Rg5 15.Qh7 
Re5 16.Qh2 mate.
i) Try: 1.Qf1+? Kg3 2.Rh5 Rb1 3.Rh3+ gxh3 

4.Rg6+ Kh4 5.Be7+ Kh5 6.Rg5+ Kh6 7.Qxb1 
Re8 8.Qb5 d1Q+ draws.

No 23805  Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Sf6 
Rh4+ 2.Sh5 Rg1 3.Bxg1 Rxh5+ 4.Kxh5 h1Q+ 
5.Qxh1 a1Q 6.Kg6 Sc4 7.Ba7+ Qxa7 8.Qh8 mate.

No 23806 R. Becker
4th prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9r+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+n+l0 
9-+Q+-mKpmk0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf4h4 1333.01 2/5 Win

No 23800 M. Pasman
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+k+-tr0 
9+-+-zp-zpl0 
9-+-+-+n+0 
9+-+P+L+K0 
9-+-zpPzpP+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+P+0 
9+-tR-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh5e8 0443.44 7/8 Win

No 23801 V. Samilo
1st commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9r+-+k+-sn0 
9+-+N+-+-0 
9-+-+K+P+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-zp-+P+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye6e8 0304.21 4/4 Draw

No 23802 V. Kalashnikov
2nd commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+k+-tr0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+P+K+-+0 
9+-+-sN-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9sn-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye6e8 0304.10 3/3 Win

No 23803 A. Avni
1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+K+-+0 
9+-+-+-zp-0 
9L+-+-+Pmk0 
9vL-+-+-+p0 
9-+-+-+-zP0 
9+-+-+-+r0 
9-+Nzp-zP-+0 
9+-+n+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye8h6 0324.33 7/6 Win

No 23804 J. Timman
2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9r+-+-+-vl0 
9zp-+-+-+-0 
9P+-tR-+-+0 
9+-tR-+-+-0 
9pvLQ+-zpp+0 
9+-zp-+p+k0 
9PtrPzp-zp-+0 
9+-+-+-+K0 
xiiiiiiiiyh1h3 1840.38 8/12 Win

No 23805 A. Jasik
3rd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-mk-+-+N+0 
9+-zp-+-+-0 
9-vLP+-+-mK0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9r+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9psn-+-+Qzp0 
9+-+-+-+r0 
xiiiiiiiiyh6b8 1614.13 5/7 Win
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No 23806  Richard Becker (USA). 1.Qc6 
Ra3 2.Qh1+ Rh3 3.Qe1+ g3 4.Kxf5 Rh2 5.Qe4+ 
Kh3 6.Kg5 Bd1 7.Qc6 Bg4 8.Qd5 Bc8 9.Qg8 Bg4 
10.Qh7+ Kg2 11.Qc2+ Kh3 12.Qc6 Ra2 13.Qh1+ 
Rh2 14.Qf1+ Rg2 15.Qc4 Rb2 16.Qxg4+ wins.

No 23807  Mario Guido Garcia (Argentina). 
1.Bxd4+ Kh1 2.h8Q Rxh8 3.Bxh8, and:

—— Rb1 4.Sd4 Rf1 5.Sc3 Rf2 6.Sf3 Rxf3 7.Se4 wins, 
or: 

—— Rxa4 4.Sb4 Rxb4 5.Bf6 Rb1 6.Bxg5 Rb2 7.Bd2 
Rxd2 8.g5 Rh2+ 9.Kg4 Kg2 10.Kf4 Rh1 11.g4 
Rf1+ 12.Ke4 Re1+ 13.Kf5 Rf1+ 14.Kg6 Kg3 
15.Kh7 Kxg4 16.g6 Rf6 17.g7 Kh5 18.g8Q 
(Kg8) Rxh6+ 19.Kg7 Rg6+ 20.Kf7 (Kf8) 
Rxg8 21.Kxg8 Kg6 22.Kf8 Kf5 23.Ke8 (Ke7) 
Ke5 24.Kd8 Kxd5 25.Kc7 wins.

No 23808  Aleksey Gasparyan (Armenia). 
1.Rf8+ Kxg2 2.Rg8+ Kf1 3.Rxg1+ Kxg1 4.Sc3 
Bxe2+ 5.Sxe2+ Kf2 6.Rxd2 Rh7+ 7.Kg4 and:

—— Kxe3 8.Bc3 Rh2 9.Rd1 Rxe2 10.Bd4 ideal 
mate, or:

—— Rxh8 8.Sg3+ Kxe3 9.Sf1 mate.
No 23809  Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Qc3 

axb6 2.Be5 Ba7 3.Ba6+ Qxa6 4.Qh3+ Rd7 
5.Qh8+ Kb7 6.c8Q+ Sxc8 7.Qh1+ Rd5 8.Qxd5 
mate.

No 23810  Igor Yarmonov & Aleksandr 
Zhukov (Russia). 1.Bxe4 Qe6 2.Bxb7+ Ka7 
3.Sc6+ Bxc6 4.Bc8+ Bd7 5.Rxd7+ Kb8 6.Rb7+ 
Kxc8 7.d7+ Kxb7 8.d8S+ Kc8 9.Sxe6 wins.

No 23811  Igor Yarmonov (Russia). 1.Qxd3/i 
Rxb4+ 2.cxb4 Sb6+ 3.Ka5 Sc4+ 4.Bxc4 dxe4+ 
5.Bb5 exd3 6.Sc4 Qxe2 7.Rxe2+ dxe2 8.Se5 Be8 

No 23807 M. Garcia
special prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-tr-+0 
9zp-+p+-+P0 
9P+Nzp-+-zP0 
9+-+P+-zp-0 
9Ntr-zp-+P+0 
9+-+P+-zPK0 
9-vL-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-mk-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh3g1 0612.75 11/8 Win

No 23808 A. Gasparyan
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-tR-+-vL0 
9+r+-+-+-0 
9-+-tR-+-+0 
9+-+N+-+K0 
9-+-+p+-+0 
9+-+-zP-+-0 
9-+-zpPmkN+0 
9+-+l+-wq-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh5f2 3542.22 8/6 Win

No 23809 A. Jasik
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-vlktr-+-+0 
9zp-zP-sn-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9q+-vL-+-+0 
9+-+L+-+-0 
9-wQ-+-+-+0 
9+K+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb1c8 4353.21 6/6 Win

No 23810 I. Yarmonov 
& A. Zhukov

3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9k+-+-+-+0 
9+p+l+-tRL0 
9-+-zP-+-+0 
9sN-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+p+-+0 
9+-+-+-vLq0 
9-+K+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc2a8 3151.12 6/5 Win

No 23811 I. Yarmonov
special honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-zpn+lzp-0 
9Qtr-+p+-+0 
9+-+pwq-zPp0 
9KzP-+P+-zP0 
9sNLzPp+-+-0 
9-zP-tRPmk-zP0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya4f2 4444.85 13/10 Win

No 23812 P. Arestov
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9L+-+-mk-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+P+-+P+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+K+0 
9+-wq-+P+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+R+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg4f8 3110.30 6/2 Win
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9.Bxe8 Ke3 10.Sf3 Kxf3 11.Bxh5+ Kf2 12.Bxe2 
wins.

i) Try: 1.e3+? Ke1 (Kg1) 2.Rd1+ Kf2 3.Qxd3 
Rxb4+ 4.cxb4 Sb6+ 5.Ka5 Sc4+ 6.Ka6 Qd6+ 
7.Ka7 Qb6+ draws.

No 23812  Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Rb8+ 
Kg7 2.c7 Qc4+ 3.Be4 Qxc7 4.Rb7 Kh6 5.g7 Qd7+ 
6.Kg3 Qd6+ 7.Kh3 Qd8 8.Re7 Qxe7 9.g8S+/i 
Kg5 10.Sxe7 wins.

i) Try: 9.g8Q? Qh4+ 10.Kg2 Qg4+ 11.fxg4 
stalemate.

No 23813  Ilham Aliev (Azerbayan). 1.Rf3+ 
Sef4 2.Rxf4+ Sxf4 3.Qb7+ Qxb7 4.hxg8Q+ Kf6 
5.Qd8+ Kf5 6.Qa5+ Kf6 7.Qc3+ Kf5 8.Qc2+ Kf6 
9.g8Q Qh1+ 10.Qch7 wins.

No 23814  Valery Kalashnikov (Russia). 
1.Sb5+/i Bxb5 2.Rxf5 Bh4 3.Rg7+ Kb6 4.Rg6+ 
Rc6/ii 5.Rxb5+/iii Kxb5 6.Sd4+ wins.

i) Logical try: 1.Rxf5? Bxd4 2.Sxd4 Rxd4 
draws. 

Draw section

The judge, Eduard Eilazyan, received 30 
studies by 23 composers from 17 countries.

No 23815  Alain Pallier (France). 1.b6 Sd4+ 
2.Kd7 e2 3.b7 d2 4.b8Q d1Q 5.Qa8/i d5 6.Rh6+ 
Kg2 7.Rg6+ Kf2 8.Qf8+ Sf3 9.Sh6 e1Q 10.Sg4+ 
Kf1 11.Sh2+ Kf2 12.Sg4+ Kf1 13.Sh2+ positional 
draw.

i) Thematic try: 5.Rh6+? Kg2 6.Rg6+ (Qa8+ 
Sf3;) Kf2 7.Qf8+ Sf3 8.Sh6 e1Q 9.Sg4+ Ke2 
10.Re6+ Se5+ 11.Sxe5 dxe5+ wins.

No 23816  Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.b6 Kxb6 
2.Kb4

—— Se2 3.Kxc4 Sf4 4.Se7 draws, or:

No 23813 I. Aliev
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+lmK0 
9+-+-+kzPP0 
9-+-+n+-+0 
9+-+n+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+R+-+-+-0 
9-wQ-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+q0 
xiiiiiiiiyh8f7 4136.20 5/5 Win

No 23814 V. Kalashnikov
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-mk-+-+-0 
9-+-+-vl-+0 
9+-+-+ptR-0 
9l+rsN-+-+0 
9+N+-+-tR-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+K+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb1c7 0562.01 5/5 Win

No 23815 A. Pallier
1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+N+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+Kzp-+R+0 
9+P+-+-+-0 
9pzp-+-+-+0 
9zP-+pzp-+k0 
9-+-+n+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc6h3 0104.25 5/7 Draw

No 23816 A. Avni
2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+N+0 
9+-+-+pzp-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+Pmk-+-+-0 
9K+p+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+P+0 
9+-+-+-sn-0 
xiiiiiiiiya4c5 0004.23 4/5 Draw

No 23817 J. Timman
3rd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-mk-+-+-+0 
9+p+-zp-+p0 
9-zP-+PsnpzP0 
9+NsNq+-+-0 
9-+R+-+PmK0 
9zp-+-+-zP-0 
9-zp-+p+-+0 
9+-+-+R+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh4b8 3205.57 10/10 Draw

No 23818 M. Hlinka 
& M. Garcia

4th prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-+Lwq-+k+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+R+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-tr-0 
9-+P+-+-+0 
9+-+-mK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiye1g8 3510.20 6/3 Draw
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—— Kc6 3.Kxc4 Kd7 4.Kd3 Ke8 5.Ke3 Kf8 6.Sf6 
gxf6 7.Kf2 draws.
No 23817  Jan Timman (the Netherlands). 

1.Sd7+ Sxd7 2.exd7 g5+ 3.Kh5 Qg8 4.Rf8+ Qxf8 
5.Sd6 exd6 6.Rc8+ Qxc8 7.d8Q b1S 8.Qxd6+ 
Ka8 9.Qe5 e1B 10.Qxe1 Sc3 11.Qe7 Sb5 12.Qd8 
and:

—— Qb8 13.Qd7 a2 14.Qxb5 a1Q 15.Qa5+ Qa7 
16.bxa7 Qxa5 stalemate, or:

—— Kb8 13.Qe7 a2 14.Qe5+ Ka8 15.Qxb5 Qe6 
16.Qa5+ Kb8 17.Qe5+ Qxe5 stalemate.
i) Try: 1.Rxf6? g5+ 2.Kh5 Qh1+ 3.Kxg5 exf6+ 

4.Kxf6 Qxh6+ wins.
No 23818  Michal Hlinka (Slovakia) & 

Mario Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Be6+ Kg7 
2.Bc4 Qd4 3.Rbh5 Qxc4 4.Rh7+ Kf8 5.Rh8+ 
Ke7 6.R1h7+ Kf6 7.Rh6+ Kf7 8.R8h7+ Rg7 
9.b7/i Qb4+ 10.Kd1 Qb1+ 11.Kd2 Qxb7 12.Kc1 
Qg2 13.Rxg7+ Kxg7 14.Rd6 Qg5+ 15.Kb1 Qg1+ 
16.Kb2 positional draw.

v) Try: 9.Kd2? Qf4+ 10.Kc3 Qe5+ 11.Kd2 
Qg5+ 12.Kc3 Ke8 wins.

No 23819  David Gurgenidze (Georgia) 
& Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 1.Rh5+ Kg2 
2.Rh4 Rg8 3.Sb4 Ra8+ 4.Kb6 Rb8+ 5.Ka5/i 
Rb5+ 6.Kxa4 Rxb4+ 7.Kxb4 a2 8.Rxg4+ Kf2 
9.Rf4+ Ke2 10.Re4+ Kd2 11.Rd4+ Kc2 12.Rc4+ 
Kb2 13.Rf4 c5+ 14.Kb5 a1Q 15.f6 Qa7 16.Rf2+ 
Kc3 17.f7 Qb8+ 18.Kxc5 Qa7+ 19.Kd6 Qxf2 
20.Ke7 draws.

i) Try: 5.Kc5? Rb5+ 6.Kc4 g3 7.Rf4 Rxb4+ 
8.Kxb4 a2 wins.

No 23820  Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Rc1+ 
Bxc1 2.Rxf2 e3 3.Re2 d3 4.Re1+ Kh2 5.d7 d2 
6.Rh1+ Kxh1 7.d8Q Bc2 8.a7 d1Q+ 9.Qxd1+ 
Bxd1+ 10.Kh4 e2 11.a8Q e1Q+ 12.g3+ Kg1 
13.Qg2+ Kxg2 stalemate.

No 23821  Poul Rewitz (Denmark). 1.b7 Sc6 
2.b8Q Sxb8 3.Rh8 Rd8 4.Bh7 Rd1+ 5.Bb1 Rg1 
6.Rh1 Rg4 7.Rg1 Be6 8.Rxg4 Bxg4 9.Bf5 Bh5 
10.Bg6 Bf3 11.Be4 Bd1 12.Bc2 Be2 13.Bd3 Bxd3 
stalemate.

No 23822 P. Arestov & P. Kiryakov
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+R+0 
9+-+-+-zPp0 
9-+l+k+-+0 
9+-+-+-mK-0 
9-+-+-+-zP0 
9vl-+-+-+r0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg5e6 0460.21 4/5 Draw

No 23822  Pavel Arestov & Petr Kiryakov 
(Russia). 1.Re8+ Be7+ 2.Kg4 Bd7 3.Kf4 Rxh4+ 
4.Kg3 Rg4+ 5.Kxg4 Kf7+ 6.Kh5 Bxe8 7.Kh6 Bc6 
8.Kxh7 Be4+ 9.Kh8 Bf6 stalemate.

i) Try: 2.Kf4? Rf3+ 3.Kg4 h5+ 4.Kxh5 Bxe8+ 
wins.

No 23819 D. Gurgenidze 
& V. Tarasiuk
special prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+r+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9N+p+-+-+0 
9mK-+-+PtR-0 
9p+-+-+p+0 
9zp-+-+-+k0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya5h3 0401.14 4/6 Draw

No 23820 A. Jasik
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+R+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9P+-zP-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+K0 
9-+-zpp+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9R+-vl-zpP+0 
9+l+-+-mk-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh5g1 0260.33 6/6 Draw

No 23821 P. Rewitz
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+l+0 
9+-+-sn-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+L+-0 
9p+-tr-+-+0 
9mk-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9mK-+-+-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiya1a3 0443.11 4/5 Draw
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No 23823  Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.e4 Bc6 
2.Bg4 Rxe4 3.Bf3 Rc4 4.Bd5 Bxd5 5.d7 Rc7 
6.Kh8 Rxd7 stalemate.

No 23824  Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.c7+ 
Ka8 2.Sc4 Sc8+ 3.Ka6 Qe2 4.e8Q Qxe8 5.Sb6+ 
Sxb6 6.Kxb6 Qf8 7.Be1/i f3 8.Bf2 zz Qf6+ 9.c6 
Qf5 10.Ka6 Qc8+ 11.Kb6 Qf5 12.Ka6 Qc8+ 
13.Kb6 positional draw.

i) Thematic try: 7.Bf2? f3 zz 8.c6 Qb4+ 9.Ka6 
Qa4+ 10.Kb6 Qa7+ 11.Kb5 Qxc7 wins.

No 23825   L’ubos Kekely & Michal Hlinka 
(Slovakia). 1.d7 Bb1+ 2.Kc3 Rc2+ 3.Kb3 Rd2 
4.d8Q+ Rxd8 5.Sxd8 a2 6.Kb2 Bxe4 7.Kxa2 
Bd5+ 8.Kb2 g5 9.Kc3 g4 10.Kd4 g3 11.Ke3 g2 
12.Kf2 Kg7 13.Se6+ Bxe6 14.Kxg2 draws.

No 23826 I. Aliev
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-vL-+0 
9sn-+-+-+-0 
9-+-zPn+-+0 
9+-+-+p+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-mk-mK-0 
9-+-tR-+-+0 
9+-tr-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg3e3 0416.11 4/5 Draw

No 23826  Ilham Aliev (Azerbaijan). 1.Bh6+ 
f4+ 2.Bxf4+ Sxf4 3.d7 Sc6 4.d8Q Sxd8 5.Rxd8 
Rg1+ 6.Kh4 Kf3 7.Rg8 Sg6+ 8.Kh5 Sf4+ 9.Kh4 
Sg2+ 10.Kh5 Sf4+ 11.Kh4 12.Kg5 Rg1+ 13.Kh4 
Rxg8 stalemate.

No 23827 P. Arestov & A. Zhukov
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+p+-tr-0 
9Qzp-+-+-+0 
9+-wq-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9tR-+-+-+-0 
9R+l+-+-+0 
9+-+-mk-+K0 
xiiiiiiiiyh1e1 4530.02 4/6 Draw

No 23827  Pavel Arestov & Aleksandr Zhu-
kov (Russia). 1.Ra1+ Kd2 2.Rd1+ Bxd1 3.Qd3+ 
Ke1 4.Qe4+ Be2 5.Qh4+ Kd2 6.Qf4+ Kc2 
7.Qa4+ Kc1 8.Ra1+ Kd2 9.Qf4+ Kd3 10.Ra3+ 
Qxa3 11.Qd6+ Ke3 12.Qxa3+ Kf2 13.Qh3 Bf3+ 
14.Kh2, and:

—— Rg2+ 15.Qxg2+ Bxg2 stalemate, or:
—— Rg4 15.Qg3+ Rxg3 stalemate.

No 23823 P. Arestov
special honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9l+-+r+-+0 
9+-+-+-mK-0 
9-+-zP-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9mk-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+L+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg7a3 0340.20 4/3 Draw

No 23824 M. Pasman
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-mk-+-+-+0 
9sn-+-zP-+-0 
9-mKP+-+-+0 
9+-zP-sN-+q0 
9-+-+-zp-vL0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb6b8 3014.31 6/4 Draw

No 23825 L’. Kekely 
& M. Hlinka

commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-mk0 
9+N+-+-zp-0 
9-+-zP-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9zp-+K+-+-0 
9ltr-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd3h8 0331.22 4/5 Draw
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13th UAPA ty 2020

The Argentina Chess Composition Federation UAPA organized its 13th informal endgame study 
tourney.

There were three sections. Valery Kalashnikov (Russia) judged the thematic section, Amatzia 
Avni (Israel) judged the win section (no theme) and Sergey Osintsev (Russia) judged the draw sec-
tion (no theme). Tourney director Sebastián A. Palomo received 93 studies by 39 composers from 
21 countries.

The award was published in ii2021 and became final (one change in the thematic section) in 
iv2021.

HH observes that, in contrast with previous UAPA ty’s, at least some of the studies in the award 
were edited, which certainly is an improvement. We would like to see (only) awards in which the 
solution and relevant lines are included and commented upon – and that all analysis is removed. Of 
course, sometimes analyses are needed to prove the study’s soundness but, after a judge is convinced 
of that, it can be removed from the solution. Ideally, an award should feature only thematic sublines. 
All sublines should be unique – i.e. lines with (black) duals are not interesting.

Thematic section

The judge, Valery Kalashnikov (Russia) con-
sidered 24 studies by 18 composers from 14 
countries. 

The set theme was: “One or two rooks (white 
or black) against queen. In the initial position 
additional pieces are allowed”.

No 23828 P. Krug & P. Arestov
prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+k0 
9Q+PmK-+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+r0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+r+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd6h7 1600.11 3/4 Win

No 23828  Peter Krug (Austria) & Pavel 
Arestov (Russia). 1.c7 (Qa7+ Kg6;), and:

—— Rc3 2.c8Q (c8R) Rxc8 3.Qd3+ (Qxc8? Rd1+;) 
Kh8/i 4.Qd4+ (Kh7; Qf5+) Kh7 5.Qe4+ Kh8 
6.Qe5+ Kg8/ii 7.Qe6+ Kg7 8.Qd7+/iii Kf6/iv 
9.Qe7+/v Kg6 10.Qe4+ Kf6 11.Qxb1 wins, or:

—— Rg3 2.Qc4 (c8Q? Rg6+;) Rg6+ 3.Ke5 Re1+ 
(Rg5+; Kf4) 4.Kf4/vi Re8/vi 5.Qf7+ Rg7 
6.Qxe8 Rxc7 7.Qe4+ Kg8 8.Qg6+ Rg7 
9.Qxh6 wins.
i) Kg7 (Kg8) 4.Qxb1 wins.
ii) 4.Qxb1? Rg8 5.Ke7 Rg7+ 6.Kf8 Rg8+ 7.Kf7 

Rg7+ draws.
iii) 8.Qe7+? Kg8 9.Qe6+ Kg7 returns. If 

8.Qxc8? Rd1+ 9.Ke5 Rg1 draws.
iv) Kg6 9.Qxc8 Rd1+ 10.Ke7 Re1+ 11.Kf8 

Rf1+ 12.Kg8 wins.
v) 9.Qxc8? Rd1+ 10.Kc7 Rc1+ and Black wins.
vi) 4.Kf5? Rh1 5.c8Q (Qf7+ Rg7;) Rh5+ 6.Kf4 

Rh4+ 7.Kf3 Rxc4 draws.
vii) Rf6+ 5.Kg3 Rg1+ 6.Kh3 wins.
“We see two different stories preventing a 

fortress. Yes, the queen is the strongest piece”.
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No 23829  Mihail Croitor (Moldova). 
1.Rd8+/i Kh7 2.Rd7+ Kh6 (Kh8; Re3) 3.Rd6+ 
Kh5 (Kh7; Re3) 4.Rd1 Qh2/ii 5.Rg8 c2 6.Rh1 
c1Q+/iii 7.Rxc1 Qh3+ 8.Kc7 Qf3 9.Rh1+ Qxh1 
10.Rh8+ Kg4 11.Rxh1 wins.

i) 1.Rd1? Qh2 2.Rd8+ Kh7 and White cannot 
win.

ii) Kh4 5.Rg8 (Rg7, Rg6) wins.
iii) Qxh1 7.Rh8+ Kg4 8.Rxh1 Kf3 9.Rc1 (Re1) 

wins.
“This is an amiable duet of rooks, supervis-

ing all moves of the opponent on an almost 
empty board. It is almost a classic!”.

No 23830  David Gurgenidze (Georgia). 
1.a7 Qe5+/i 2.Kh4 Qd4+ 3.Kh3/ii Qxa7 4.Re1/
iii, and:

—— Qxf2 5.Re8+ Kxe8 stalemate, or:
—— Qd7+ 5.Kg2 Qd5+ 6.Kg1 Qg5+ 7.Kh1, and:

–– Qd2 8.Re3 Qxf2 9.Re8+ Kf7 10.Rf8+ Kxf8 
stalemate, or: 

–– h4 8.Re3 Qg4 9.Kh2 Kf7 10.Rh3 Kf6 11.Re3 
positional draw.

i) Qg2+ 2.Kxh5, and e.g. Qf3+ 3.Kg5 Qd5+ 
4.Kf4 Qd4+ 5.Kg3 Qxa7 6.Kg2 Qg7+ 7.Kf1 
fortress,

ii) 4.Rb3? Qd7+ 5.Kg2 Qd5+ wins, e.g. 6.Rf3+ 
Ke7.

“The initial position breathes a theoretical 
draw but we also see several stalemates”.

No 23831  Vladimir Kuzmichev (Russia). 
1.h7 Qh2/i 2.Kg7/ii Qg2+ 3.Kh8/iii Kf6/iv 
4.Rb6+ Ke7/v 5.Re6+ Kxe6 stalemate.

i) Kg6 2.h8S+ draws, but not: 2.h8Q? Qa3+ 
3.Ke8 Qa8+, or: 2.Rg1? Qxg1 3.h8Q Qc5+ 4.Ke8 
Qc8+ 5.Ke7 Qxh8 wins.

ii) 2.Kg8? Qa2+ 3.Kf8 Qxb1 4.h8Q Qb8+ 
5.Kg7 Qc7+ 6.Kf8 Qd8+ 7.Kg7 Qe7+ 8.Kg8 Kg6 
wins.

iii) 3.Kf8? Kg6 4.h8Q Qa8+ wins. Now 
4.h8S+ does not help: Kh7 5.Sf7 Qa8+ 6.Ke7 
Qe4+ (Qa7+) wins.

iv) Qa8+ 4.Kg7 Qa7+ 5.Kh6, and: Qa6+ 
6.Kg7 Qg6+ 7.Kh8, or here: Qe3+ 6.Kg7 Qd4+ 
7.Kg8 Kg6 8.h8S+ Kf6 9.Rf1+ draw.

v) Kg5 5.Rb5+ Kg6 6.Rb6+ draws.
“This is an artistic contribution to the theo-

ry of 5-piece endings. In the sublines there are 
minor promotions”.

No 23832 P. Krug
4th honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9zp-+-zPrmk-0 
9K+-+-+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya6g7 0300.12 2/4 Win

No 23829 M. Croitor
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+K+-+-mk0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-zpR+-tR-0 
9-wq-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc8h8 3200.01 3/3 Win

No 23830 D. Gurgenidze
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-mk-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9P+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-mKp0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-zP-wq0 
9+R+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg5f8 3100.21 4/3 Draw

No 23831 V. Kuzmichev
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-mK-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-zP0 
9+-+-+k+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-wq-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+R+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf8f5 3100.10 3/2 Draw
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No 23832  Peter Krug (Austria). 1.e8Q Rf6+ 
2.Kb7/i Rf7+ 3.Kc6 Rf6+ 4.Kc7 (Kd7) Rf7+ 
5.Kd6 Rf6+ 6.Ke7 Rf3 7.Qh5 Re3+ 8.Kd7 (Kd6, 
Kd8) Rd3+ 9.Kc7 Rc3+ 10.Kb7 (Kb8) Rb3+ 
11.Ka8 wins.

i) Thematic try: 2.Kxa7? Rf7+ 3.Kb6 Rf6+ 
4.Kc7 Rf7+ 5.Kd6 Rf6+ 6.Ke7 Rf3 7.Qh5 Re3+ 
8.Kd6 Rd3+ 9.Ke5 Rg3 10.Ke6 Re3+ 11.Kd6 Rd3+ 
12.Kc5 Rc3+ 13.Kd4 Rc6 14.Qe5+ Rf6 15.Kd5 Kf7 
16.Qc7+ Kg8 17.Qe7 Rg6 draws.

“There are no fewer than nine moves be-
tween the capture refusal and its point”.

No 23833  Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.f8Q 
d2 2.Ba7+/i Raxa7/ii 3.Qg7+ Kf1/iii 4.Qf6+ Ke2 
5.Qxe5+ Kd1 6.Qh5+ Kc2 7.Qc5+ Kd3 8.Qb5+ 
Kc3 9.Qc5+ Kb3 10.Qb5+ Ka3 11.Qc5+ Kb3/
iv 12.Qb5+ Kc3 13.Qc5+ Kd3 14.Qb5+ Kd4 
15.Qb4+ Ke3 16.Qc3+ Rd3 17.Qe5+ Kf2 18.Qf4+ 
Ke2 19.Qe4+ Re3 20.Qg4+ Kd3 21.Qf5+ Kc3 
22.Qc5+ Kb2 23.Qd4+ Kc2 24.Qxe3 (Qc5+? 
Rc3;) Ra8+ 25.Kg7/v d1Q 26.Qe4+ draws.

i) Thematic try: 2.Qc5+? Kh1 3.Qxe5 Rh6+ 
4.Kg8 d1Q 5.Qe4+ Kg1 6.Qe3+ Kf1 7.Qf4+ Ke1 
8.Qe3+ Qe2 and escapes from perpetual check. 
HH: 2…Kg1 3.Qc2 Kg1 4.Qc5+ Kh1 is waste of 
time for Black.

ii) Rdxa7 3.Qc5+ Kg2 4.Qd5+ draws.
iii) Rxg7 stalemate.
iv) Kb2 12.Qb4+ Ka2 13.Qc4+ Kb2 14.Qb4+ 

draws.
v) 25.Kh7? d1Q 26.Qe4+ Qd3 wins.

The judge calls this “the perspective theme: 
consecutive capture of rooks”. HH has never 
heard of this before.

No 23834  Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 1.g7 
Bg6+/i 2.Kxe5/ii Rxf7 3.g8Q Rf5+ 4.Kd4 Rxa5 
5.Qxg6 Rxa4+ 6.Sb4 (Kxc3? Rxa3+;) Rbxb4+ 
(Raxb4+; axb4) 7.Kxc3/iii Rc4+ 8.Kb3 Kd2/
iv 9.Qe8/v Kd3 10.Qb5/vi zz Kd4 11.Qf5 Ke3 
12.Qd7 Ke4 13.Qxa4 Rxa4 14.Kxa4 Kd5 15.Kb5 
wins.

i) Rxf7 2.g8Q c2 3.Sb4 (Sc5) Kb2 4.Sd3+ Kxa3 
5.Bd2 wins.

ii) 2.Ke3? Rd8 3.Bxd8 Bxf7 and Black wins.
iii) Try: 7.axb4? Kb2 8.Qc6 Rxb4+ 9.Kd3 

Rd4+ 10.Kxd4 c2 draws.
iv) Re4 9.Qc6+ Kd2 10.Qxa4 Rxa4 11.Kxa4 

Kc3 12.Kb5 wins.
v) Thematic try: 9.Qd6+? Rd4 10.Qc6 Kd3 

11.Qb5+ Rdc4 zz 12.Qd5+ Rd4 13.Qb5+ Rdc4 
positional draw.

vi) 10.Qxa4? Rxa4 11.Kxa4 Kc4 12.Ka5 Kc5 
draws.

“This is cheerful and dynamic action!”.

No 23835  Yuri Bazlov (Russia). 1.Rf2 (Rg2? 
Qa8+;) Sf1/i 2.Sc1+ Sd2 3.Rxd2+ (Rc6+? Kb1;) 
Kxc1 (Kxd2; Sb3+) 4.Rf2/ii Qa8+ 5.Kg7 Qh1 
6.Ra2 (Rfg2 e5;) Kb1 7.Rag2 Qh4/iii 8.R2g4 
Qh5 9.R4g5 Qh4 10.Rb5+/iv Kc2 11.Rc6+ Kd3 
12.Rd5+ Ke3 13.Re6+ Kf3 14.Rf5+ Kg3 15.Rg6+ 
Kh2 16.Rh6 wins.

i) Qa7 2.Rgg2 Sg4 3.Sd4++ wins.

No 23833 M. Pasman
5th/6th honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-vL-+-+-mK0 
9+-+r+P+-0 
9r+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-zp-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-mk-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh8g1 0610.12 3/5 Draw

No 23834 V. Tarasiuk
5th/6th honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-tr-+0 
9+-+-+P+-0 
9N+-+-+P+0 
9vL-+-zp-+l0 
9P+-+K+-+0 
9zP-zp-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+rmk-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye4c1 0641.42 7/6 Win

No 23835 Y. Bazlov
special honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+K+0 
9+-+-zp-+-0 
9-+-+-+R+0 
9+-+-+R+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+k+N+-sn0 
9wq-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg8c2 3204.01 4/4 Win
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ii) 4.Rg1+? Kxd2 5.Rxa1 e5 draws.
iii) Qh3 8.Rg1+ Kc2 9.R6g2+ Kd3 10.Rg3+ 

wins.
iv) 10.Rb6+? Kc2 11.Rc6+ Kb3 12.Rb5+ Ka4 

draws.
This study was downgraded from 2nd prize 

because it was anticipated by a study by V. 
Khortov EG#05545).

No 23836  Helmut Waelzel (Germany). 
1.Rd6/i Kh2 2.Rh6+ Kg1 3.Rhg6 Sg3+ 4.Rxg3 
f2 5.Rxg2+ Kh1 6.R2g4/ii f1Q+ 7.Kg5 Qb5+/iii 
8.Kh6 Qe5 9.Rh4+ wins.

i) 1.Rd8? Kh2 2.Rh8+ Kg1 3.Rhg8 Sg3+/iv 
4.Rxg3 f2 5.Rxg2+ Kh1 6.R2g4 f1Q+ 7.Kg5 Qb5+ 
8.Kh6 Qb6+ 9.Kh5 Qb5+ perpetual check.

ii) 6.Rxf2? stalemate.
iii) Qc1+ 8.Kh5 Qd1 9.Rh6 Qc2 10.Kg5+ 

wins.
iv) Sf2 4.Rg3 Sg4 5.R3xg4 f2 6.Rxg2+ leads to 

the same position.
“We see a riddle on the first move with pre-

diction of the final and counter-play for stale-
mate. The solution of this miniature should be 
clear to chess amateurs!”.

No 23837  Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.f8R/i 
Ra1+ 2.Kxa1 h1Q+ 3.Ka2 Sc3+ 4.bxc3 Qh2+ 
5.Sg2/ii Qxg2+ 6.Ka3 Qg7 7.a8R/iii wins.

i) 1.f8Q? Ra1+ 2.Kxa1 h1Q+ 3.Ka2 Sc3+ re-
sults in stalemate.

ii) 5.Ka3? Qd6+ 6.Ka4 Qxf8 and Black wins, 
or 5.Kb1? Qg1+ 6.Kb2 Qxa7 draws.

iii) 7.a8Q? Qxf8+ 8.Qxf8 stalemate.

No 23838  Michal Hlinka & L’ubos Kekely 
(Slovakia). 1.f7 (g6+ Ra8;), and:

—— Ra8+ 2.f8Q Rxf8+ 3.Rxf8 e1Q 4.g6 h3/i 5.g7 
h2 6.Rc8+ Kd2 7.Rd8+/ii Kc3 8.Rc8+ Kd4 
9.Rd8+/iii Kc3 10.Rc8+ Kb2 11.Rb8+ Kc1 
12.Rc8+ Kd2 13.Rd8+ draws, or:

—— Rxf7 2.Rxf7 e1Q 3.g6 h3/iv 4.g7 h2 5.Rc7+/v 
Kb2 6.Rb7+ Ka3 7.Ra7+ Kb4 8.Rb7+/vi Ka3/
vii 9.Ra7+ Kb4 10.Rb7+ Kc5 11.g8Q Qxe5+ 
12.Kh7 Qe4+ 13.Kh8 Qxb7 14.Qf8 draws.
i) Qxe5+ 5.g7 h3 6.Kh7 Qe4+ 7.Kh8 Qd4 

8.Rf3 draws.
ii) 7.g8Q? Qxe5+ 8.Kh7 h1Q 9.Qa2+ Ke3 

10.Qa7+ Kf4 11.Rf8+ Kg3 12.Rg8+ Kh4 wins.
iii) 9.g8Q? Qxe5+ 10.Kh7 h1Q 11.Qd8+ Qhd5 

12.Qb6+ Ke4 13.Qb4+ Kf3 14.Rc3+ Ke2 15.Rc2+ 
Ke3 16.Rc3+ Qxc3 17.Qxc3+ Qd3+ 18.Qxd3+ 
Kxd3 wins.

iv) Qxe5+ 4.g7 h3 5.Kh7 Qe4+ 6.Kh8 Qd4 
7.Rf3 h2 8.Rf1+ Kd2 9.Rh1 Qe5 10.Rxh2+ Qxh2 
11.g8Q Qe5+ 12.Kh7 draws.

v) 5.g8Q Qxe5+ 6.Rg7 h1Q wins.
vi) 8.g8Q? Qxe5+ 9.Kh7 h1Q 10.Qf8+ Kb5 

wins.
vii) Ka5 9.g8Q Qxe5+ 10.Kh7 Qe4+ 11.Kh8 

e.g. Qxb7 12.Qa2+ draws.

No 23836 H. Waelzel
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+K+-0 
9-+-+-+R+0 
9+-+-+p+k0 
9-+-tR-+p+0 
9+-+-+-+n0 
xiiiiiiiiyf5h3 0203.02 3/4 Win

No 23837 A. Jasik
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9zP-+-+P+k0 
9-+-+-+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+P0 
9-+-+n+-sN0 
9+P+-+-+-0 
9KzP-+-+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+r0 
xiiiiiiiiya2h7 0304.52 7/5 Win

No 23838 M. Hlinka 
& L’. Kekely

commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-mK0 
9tr-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-zP-+0 
9+-+-zPRzPp0 
9-+-+-+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+p+-+0 
9+-mk-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh8c1 0400.33 5/5 Draw
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Win section

Amatzia Avni (Israel) received 32 studies by 
26 composers from 17 countries. Gady Costeff 
assisted in anticipation vetting. One study was 
transferred to the next UAPA ty, three were 
eliminated because of anticipations, and one 
position was found to be illegal.

No 23839  Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Daniel 
Keith (France). 1.b7/i Bd6 2.Sd7/ii Se3 3.f6 Sc2+ 
4.Kb1/iii, and:

—— Sc6 6.Se5 Sb8 7.Sc4+ Kd3 8.Sxd6 wins, or:
—— Sd4 5.f7 Se6 6.Sc5/iv Sf8 7.Se4+ Kd3 8.Sxd6 
wins.
i) 1.Sd7? Kc2 2.b7 Bc3+ 3.Ka2 Bb2 4.b8Q Sc3 

mate.
ii) 2.Se6? Be5+ 3.Kb1 Sc3+ draws.
iii) 4.Ka2? Sb4+ 5.Kb3 Sc6 draws, or 4.Kb2? 

Sd4 (Sb4) 5.f7 Sc6 6.Kb3 Sa5+ draws.
iv) 6.Kb2? Ke3 7.Kc3 Kf4 8.Kc4 Kf5, and: 9.Sc5 

Sf8 10.Kd5 Bb8 11.Sa6 Ba7 12.Sb4 Bb8 draw by 
repetition, or: 9.Kd5 Bh2 10.f8Q+ Sxf8 11.Sxf8 
Kf6 12.Sd7+ Kf5 13.Sc5 Kf6 draw by repetition.

“The echoes 5…Se6 6.Sc5!! and 5…Sc6 6.Se5!! 
are lovely. The two drawing lines by repetition 
in the following tries add value”.

No 23840  Jan Timman (the Netherlands). 
1.f6 Sc6+ 2.Kc8/i Sd4/ii 3.Se2+/iii Sxe2 4.Bf2+/
iv Kxf2 5.f7 Sg3 6.f8Q+ Kg1 7.Qc5+ Kh1 8.Qc1+ 
Kh2 9.Qf4 (Qc7) wins. 

i) 2.Kc7? Sd4, and: 3.Se2+ Sxe2 4.f7 Sxg3 
5.f8Q Se4, or: 3.f7 Se6+ 4.Kd6 Sf8 5.Ke7 Sh7 
draw.

ii) Bh3+ 3.Kc7 Sd4 4.f7 Se6+ 5.Kd6 Sf8 6.Ke7 
Sg6+ 7.Kf6 wins.

iii) 3.f7? Se6 4.Kd7 Sf8+ 5.Ke7 Sh7 draws.
iv) 4.f7? Sxg3 5.f8Q Se4 with the famous 

Karstedt fortress (HHdbV#89247).
“White will get a decisive material advantage 

but a precise placing of the wK, plus the sacri-
fice of two pieces, is required to avoid a black 
fortress. The first two prizes are presented in a 
miniature form”.

No 23841  Sergiy Didukh (Ukraine). 1.Bf5+ 
g6/i 2.Qh5 Qg1+/ii 3.Kxg1 e1Q+ 4.Kh2 Qe8 
5.Bg5 Qf8 6.Bf6 Qe8 7.Rg5/ii Rb7/iii 8.g4 Qb8+ 
9.Kg1 Ra1+ 10.Bxa1 Qe8 11.Be5 Re7/iv 12.f4/v 
Rxe5 13.Bxg6+ fxg6 14.Rxe5 Qf8 15.Qh4 Qc5+ 
16.Qf2 wins.

i) Rg8 3.Bg5 Rg7 4.Qxh6+ Kg8 5.Bf6 Rh7 
6.Rxg6+ fxg6 7.Qxg6+ Kf8 8.Qxh7 wins.

ii) 7.Rg4? Ra4 8.f4 Bf3 9.gxf3/vi Rxf4 10.Rxf4 
Qe2+ 11.Kg3 Qe1+ draws.

iii) Ra4 (Be6; Rg4) 8.g4 Qg8 9.h4/xv Rf4 
10.Qxh6+ Kxh6 11.Rh5+ gxh5 12.g5+ Qxg5 
13.hxg5 mate.

iv) Bf3 12.h4 Rd7 13.Qxh6+ Kxh6 14.Rh5+ 
gxh5 15.g5 mate.

v) 12.h4? Rxe5 13.Bxg6+ fxg6 14.Rxe5 Qf7 
and Black wins.

vi) 9.Bg5 Kg8 10.Qxh6 Qf8 11.gxf3 Qxh6 
12.Bxh6 Kh7 and Black is safe – and wins.

No 23839 P. Arestov 
& D. Keith

1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-sN-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+P+-0 
9-vl-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-mk-+-+0 
9mK-+n+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya1d2 0034.20 4/3 Win

No 23840 J. Timman
2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-mK-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9sn-+-+P+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-sN-+-vL-0 
9-+-+-+l+0 
9+-+-+-mk-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb8g1 0044.10 4/3 Win

No 23841 S. Didukh
special prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9rtr-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+pzpk0 
9-zp-+-+-zp0 
9+p+l+-+-0 
9-+-+-+LvL0 
9+-+-+QtRP0 
9-+P+pzPPmK0 
9+-+q+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh2h7 4750.46 9/11 Win
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“The white army storms violently and takes 
the bK by his throat, while leaving his own king 
naked. The study scores very highly on origi-
nality but the initial crowded position is pain-
ful to look at. I put creativity before economy 
and naturalness, airy position; hence, a prize”.

No 23842  Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario 
Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Sg6+/i Bxg6 
2.hxg6+ Rh2 3.Rxh2+ Kg8 4.Bc2/ii Qxg3 5.Rf2/
iii d1Q+/iv 6.Bxd1 c2+ 7.Bxc2 cxb3 8.Rb8+ 
Qxb8 9.Bxb3+ Kh8 10.Ra2/v Qf4 (Qe8; Rh2 
mate) 11.Ra8+ Qb8 12.Rxb8 mate.

i) 1.gxf4? Re2 2.Sg6+ Kh7 draws.
ii) 4.Bd5+? Kf8 5.Rh8+ Ke7 6.Rb7+ Kd6 

7.Rd8+ Kc5 8.Rb5+ Kxb5 9.Bxc4+draws, e.g. 
Qxc4 10.bxc4+ Kxc4 11.Kc2 b3+.

iii) 5.Re2? Kf8 6.Rbe6 Qg1+ 7.Ka2 Qa7+ 
8.Kb1 Qg1+, or 5.Rh1? Qe1+ 6.Ka2 Kf8 draw.

iv) Qxf2 6.Rb8+ Qf8 7.Rxf8+ Kxf8 8.bxc4 
wins.

v) 10.Rc2? Qc7 11.Rxc7 stalemate, or 10.Re2? 
Qe5 11.Rxe5 stalemate, or 10.Rf3? Qc8 11.Bd5 b3 
12.Rf2 Qc2+ 13.Rxc2 bxc2+ 14.Kxc2 stalemate.

“We see interesting play and counterplay, de-
cided by the accurate 10.Ra2!”.

No 23843  Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.e7 
Be6+ 2.Kxe6/i Sg8 3.e8S/ii Sh6 4.h3 (Sc7? Sg4;) 
Kg8/iii 5.Ke5/iv Kf8 6.Sc7 (Sd6? Sg8;) Kg8 (Sg8; 
Se6+) 7.Se6 Kh8 8.Sg5 (Sd8) Kg8 9.Ke4 (Kf4) 
Kf8 10.Se6+ Kg8 (Ke7; Ke5) 11.Kf4 Kh8 12.Sg5 

(Ke5? Sg8;) Kg8 (Sg8; Sf7 mate) 13.Sh7 Kh8 
14.Ke5 (Ke4? Sg8;) Kg8 (Sg8; Ke6) 15.Ke6 Kh8 
16.Sg5 Kg8 17.Sf7 Sxf7 18.gxf7+ Kf8 19.h4 g6 
20.Kf6 g5 21.h5 wins.

i) Thematic try: 2.Kd8? (Kc7) Bd7 3.Kxd7 
Sg8 4.e8S Sh6 draws.

ii) 3.e8Q? (e8R?) stalemate, or 3.Kf7? Sxe7 
draws.

iii) Sg8 5.Kd7 Sh6 6.Sd6 Kg8 7.Ke7 (Ke8) 
Kh8 8.Kf8 wins.

v) 5.Ke7? Sf5+, or 5.Sd6? Kf8 draw, or 5.Sc7? 
Kh8 6.Se8 Kg8 repeats.

“5.Ke5! is surprising and subsequently play 
is dictated by the idea of forcing a knight ex-
change and White executing a triangle with 
some minor duals”.

No 23844  David Gurgenidze (Georgia). 1…
Sb8+ 2.Kb6 Sxa4+ 3.Ka5 e1Q+ 4.Kxa4 Qe4+/i 
5.Ka5 Qe1+ 6.Kb6 Qxe8 (Qe3+; Qc5) 7.Qf3/ii 
Qf8 8.Qg2 Qg8 9.Qh1/iii Qh8 10.Qe4/iv Qe8 
11.Qa4+ wins.

i) Qa1+ 5.Kb3 Qb1+ 6.Kc4 Qe4+ 7.Kc5 Qe3+ 
8.Kd6 wins.

ii) 7.Qxe8? stalemate.
iii) 9.Qxg8? stalemate, or 9.Qe4? Qg1+ draws.
iv) 10.Qd5? Qd8+ 11.Qxd8 stalemate.

“White’s winning manoeuvre Qf3-g2-h1 is 
noteworthy; usually this kind of play demon-
strates a wQ harassing a bQ; here it is the other 
way around”.

No 23842 P. Krug 
& M. Garcia

1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+lsN-mk0 
9+-+-+-zp-0 
9-tR-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-zPP0 
9-zpp+Lwq-+0 
9+Pzp-+-zP-0 
9-+-zp-tr-+0 
9+K+-+-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiyb1h8 3541.45 9/9 Win

No 23843 M. Pasman
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-mk0 
9+-+K+-zp-0 
9-+-+P+Psn0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9l+-+-+-zP0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd7h8 0033.31 4/4 Win

No 23844 D. Gurgenidze
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9k+-+N+-+0 
9+-+n+-+-0 
9K+P+-+-+0 
9+P+-+-+Q0 
9P+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-sn-+p+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya6a8 1007.31 6/4 BTM, Win
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No 23845 A. Jasik
4th honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-mK-+ksN0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-zP-wq0 
9zp-+P+-+-0 
9P+-+R+-+0 
9+-+-+-+P0 
9-+-+-+P+0 
9vl-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd8g8 3131.51 8/4 Win

No 23845  Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.f7+ 
Kh7/i 2.Ke8 (Sg6? Bf6+;) Bg7/ii 3.Sg6/iii Qxg6 
4.Rh4+ Bh6 5.g3 Kg7/iv 6.Rg4 Bg5 7.Rxg5 Qxg5 
8.f8Q+ wins.

i) Kg7 2.Kd7, and: Qxh8 3.Re8 Kxf7 4.Rxh8, 
or Qh5 3.Rg4+ Kh7 4.f8Q win.

ii) Qh5 3.Sg6 Qxd5 4.Sf8+ Kh6 5.Re6+ Kh5 
6.g4+ Kh4 7.Sg6+ Kg5 8.f8Q wins.

iii) 3.f8Q? Bxf8 4.Sf7 Qa6 5.Kxf8 Qa8+ 6.Ke7 
Qxd5 draws.

iv) Qf5 6.Rxh6+ Kg7 7.Rh7+ Kxh7 8.f8Q, or 
Kh8 6.Rxh6+ Qxh6 7.f8Q+ win.

“Before embarking on his main idea, White 
has to avoid a sly stalemate trap”.

No 23846 I. Richardson
5th honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+L+0 
9+-+NtR-+-0 
9P+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9p+-+-mk-+0 
9zPN+-zp-+-0 
9-+pzpP+-+0 
9+-+-+K+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf1f4 0112.34 8/5 Win

No 23846  Itay Richardson (Israel). 1.Kg2/i 
d1Q 2.Sc1 Qxc1 3.Re4+ Kxe4 4.a7 Qg1+ 5.Kxg1 
c1Q+ 6.Kg2/ii Qc6/iii 7.Bd5+/iv Kxd5 (Qxd5; 
Sf6+) 8.a8B/v Qxa8 9.Sb6+ wins.

i) 1.Re4+? Kg5 2.Kg2 d1Q 3.Sc1 Qxd7 draws.
ii) 6.Kh2? Qc7+ 7.Kg2 Qxa7 and Black wins.

iii) Qc8 7.Bd5+ Kxd5 8.Sb6+ wins.
iv) 7.a8Q? Qxa8 8.Bd5+ Qxd5 9.Sf6+ Kd4+ 

(Ke5+) 10.Sxd5 Kxd5 draws.
v) 8.a8Q? Kd4+ 9.Qxc6 stalemate.
“We see a wealth of combinational elements, 

all known but the synthesis is impressive. The 
composer, a grandson of the famous Yehuda 
Hoch, is only 14 years old”.

No 23847 M. Pasman
special honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-zp-+-+0 
9+-+-+-zp-0 
9-+P+-+-+0 
9+-+-zP-+-0 
9K+-+-+P+0 
9+-mk-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya2c1 0000.32 4/3 Win

No 23847  Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.e4/i 
Kd2 2.Kb1/ii g4 3.Kb2/iii, and:

—— Ke3 4.e5/iv dxe5 5.c5 e4 6.c6 Kf2 7.c7 e3 8.c8Q 
e2 9.Qxg4 e1Q 10.Qh4+ wins, or:

—— g3 4.Kb1 Ke3/v 5.e5 dxe5 6.c5 e4 7.c6 Kf2 8.c7 
e3 9.c8Q wins.
i) 1.Kb3? Kd2 2.e4 Kd3 draws.
ii) 2.Kb2? g4 3.Kb1 Ke3, and: 4.c5 dxc5 5.e5 

Kd2, or: 4.e5 dxe5 5.c5 Kf2 (e4) 6.c6 e4 7.c7 e3 
8.c8Q e2 9.Qc5+ Kf1 10.Qc4 (Qf5 Kg1;) Kf2 
11.Qf4+ Kg1 12.Qe3+ Kf1 draws. If 2.g4? )Kb3?) 
Kd3.

iii) 3.g3? (Ka2? Kd3;) Ke3 4.e5 dxe5 5.c5 e4 
(Kf2, Kf3) 6.c6 Kf2 (Kf3) 7.c7 e3 8.c8Q e2 9.Qc2 
Kf1 10.Qd3 Kf2 draws.

iv) Try: 4.c5? dxc5 5.e5 Kd2 6.Kb3 Kd3 7.Kb2 
Kd2 draws.

v) Kd3 5.e5 dxe5 6.c5 e4 7.Kc1 Ke2 8.c6 e3 9.c7 
Kf2 10.c8Q, or Kd1 5.e5 dxe5 6.c5 e4 7.c6 e3 8.c7 
e2 9.c8Q e1Q 10.Qc2 mate, or Ke1 5.e5 dxe5 6.c5 
e4 7.c6 e3 8.c7 e2 9.c8Q wins.

“When Van der Heijden’s study (HHdbVI 
#17051) with the astounding key 1.Kh2-h1!! 
came out, it attracted a lot of attention. Recent-
ly Sprenger added some content to this matrix 
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(FMRE 2020) and now Pasman has added an-
other brick – White must carefully choose his 
second and third moves”.

No 23848  Daniele Gatti & Mario Micaloni 
(Italy). 1.g7/i g1Q/ii 2.Rh2+ Kg5/iii 3.gxh8Q 
Kf4+ 4.Kf8/iv Qc5+ 5.Ke8 Qe3+ 6.Kd8 Qb6+ 
7.Kc8 Qe6+ 8.Kb8 Sa6+/v 9.Ka8/vi Qd5+ 10.Sc6 
Qxc6+ 11.Ka7 Qc7+ 12.Kxa6 Qc6+ 13.Ka5 Qc5+ 
14.Ka4 Qc4+ 15.Ka3 b1S+ 16.Bxb1

i) 1.Rxg2? Sxc2 2.g7 Sg6 draws.
ii) Sf7 (Sg6; Bxg6+) 2.Rxg2 Sh6+ 3.Kh7 Sxc2 

4.Rh2+ Kg5 5.Rxh6 b1Q 6.g8Q+ draws.
iii) 4.Qg7? (Kxf7? Qxa7+;) Qxg7+ 5.Kxg7 

Sxc2 6.Rxc2 b1Q and Black wins.
iv) Sxc2 9.Qh4+ Qg4 10.Qf2+ Kg5 11.Qc5+ 

wins.
v) 9.Kb7? Sc5+ 10.Kc7 Sa6+ 11.Kb7 Sc5+ 

draws.
“The king march, although performed many 

times before, is always attractive”.
HH thinks that this study is unsound. In 

line iv) Black continues with 11…Kg6 12.Qb6+ 
Kg5 13.Qh6+ Kf5 14.Rh5+ Ke4, or 12.Qd6+ Kf5 
13.Rf2+ Ke4 as 14.Sb5? b1Q and the bS is pinned.

No 23849  Borislav Ilinčić & Branislav Dju-
rašević (Serbia). 1.Sf6/i h6 2.Qd2 e3 3.Qc2 g6 
(gxf6; Qh2) 4.Qb2 Kg7/ii 5.Sd5+/iii Kh7/v 
6.Qf6 Bc4 7.Qxf7+ Kh8 8.Rxh6 mate.

i) 1.Sxg7? Kxg7, or 1.Qb2? Rg8 draw.
ii) Qc5 5.Rxh6+ Kg7 6.Rh7+ wins.

iii) 5.Sd7+? (Sh5+? Kf8;) Kh7 6.Qf6 Bc4 and 
Black wins.

“The manoeuvre Qd2-c2-b2 is nice, as is the 
distinction between 5.Sd7? and 5.Sd5!”.

No 23850  L’ubos Kekely & Michal Hlinka 
(Slovakia). 1.Bb7+ Se4+ 2.Bxe4+ fxe4 3.a7 e3+ 
4.Ke1 f3 5.Sxe2 f2+ 6.Kf1 Sf3 7.a8B Kh2 8.Bxf3 
wins.

“White’s advanced a-pawn is unstoppable, 
yet an anti-stalemate care is required”.

No 23851 P. Rewitz
4th commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+p+-0 
9-+kvlpzPp+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-zP-zPP+P+0 
9+K+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-zP0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb3c6 0030.63 7/5 Win

No 23851  Poul Rewitz (Denmark). 1.e5 Bf8/i 
2.g5/ii Kd5/iii 3.Kc3 Bxb4+ 4.Kxb4 Kxd4 5.h3/
iii Kxe5 6.Kc5 Kf5 7.Kd6 e5 8.Ke7 e4 9.Kxf7 e3 
10.Kg7 e2 11.f7 e1Q 12.f8Q+ Kxg5 13.Qf6+ and 
mate in two.

i) Bc7 2.h4 Kd5 3.g5/iv Kxd4 4.h5 gxh5 5.g6 
Kxe5 6.g7 wins.

ii) 2.h4? Kd5 3.Kc3 Bxb4+ 4.Kxb4 Kxd4 5.g5 
wins.

No 23848 D. Gatti 
& M. Micaloni

1st commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+Ksn0 
9sN-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+P+0 
9+-+-+-+k0 
9-sn-+-+-+0 
9+-zp-+-+-0 
9-zpL+R+p+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg8h5 0117.13 5/6 Win

No 23849 B. Ilinčić 
& B. Djurašević

2nd commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9r+-+-+-mk0 
9wq-zp-+pzpp0 
9l+-zp-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+N0 
9Pzp-+p+-+0 
9+P+-+-zP-0 
9K+-+-+-wQ0 
9+-+-+-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiya2h8 4431.37 7/11 Win

No 23850 L’. Kekely 
& M. Hlinka

3rd commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+L+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9P+-+-+-+0 
9+-sn-+p+-0 
9-+-sn-zp-zp0 
9+-+-+-+P0 
9-+-+pmK-+0 
9+-sN-+-+k0 
xiiiiiiiiyf2h1 0017.24 5/7 Win
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iii) 5.h4? Kxe5 6.Kc5 Kf5 7.Kd6 e5 8.Ke7 
e4 9.Kxf7 e3 10.Kg7 e2 11.f7 e1Q 12.f8Q+ Kg4 
draws, e.g. 13.Kxg6 Qe4+ 14.Kh6 Kxh4.

iv) But not 3.h5? gxh5, and: 4.g5 Bd8 5.g6 
fxg6 6.f7 Be7, or: 4.gxh5 Kxd4 5.h6 Bxe5 6.h7 
Bxf6 win.

“It is doubtful if the first four moves add to 
the study. 5.h3! vs. 5.h4? is the point”.

No 23852  Valery Kalashnikov (Russia). 
1.d7/i Rd8 2.e6 Bg8 3.Kf5 Rxe8 4.dxe8S Bxe6+ 
5.Kxe6 Kg8 6.Ke7 Kh8 7.Sf6 wins.

i) 1.Sc7? Bg8 2.e6 Rxc7 3.d7 Rc5+ 4.Kf4 Rd5 
5.e7 Rxd7 6.e8Q Rd4+ 7.Ke3 Rd3+ 8.Kxd3 stale-
mate. HH notes – seeing the comment of the 
judge – that this line had many black duals.

“This study features the destruction of a for-
tress by the knight phoenix Most of this work 
is anticipated and the interest lies in the correct 
choice of first move, avoiding a fortress”.

No 23853  Mihail Croitor (Moldova). 1.Kb2 
(Ka2? Kb8;) Kb7 2.Kb3 Kb6 3.Kb4 Kc6 4.Kc4 
Kd6 (e5; e4) 5.Kd4 g6 6.g3/i Ke6 7.Ke4 Kf6 
8.Kf4 e6 (g5+; Ke4) 9.e3 (e4? g5+;) g5+ (e5+; 
Kg4) 10.Ke4 (Kg4? Kg6;) e5 11.Kf3 Kg6/ii 12.e4 
Kh5 13.Kf2 Kg4 14.Kg2 Kh5 15.Kf3 Kh6/iii 16.g4 
wins/iv. 

i) 6.Ke4? e5 7.e3 Ke6 8.g3 Kd6 draws.
ii) Kf5 (Ke6) 12.e4(+) wins.
iii) Kg6 16.Kg4 Kh6 17.Kf5 Kh5 18.Kxe5 wins.
iv) e.g. Kg6 17.Ke3 Kf6 18.Kd3 Ke6 19.Kc4 

Kd6 20.Kb5.

“It is quite surprising that in this simple sym-
metrical position, White’s turn to move is de-
cisive, due to opposition and zz. This work will 
be valuable training material for students of 
the game. Yet we have to examine the human 
contribution to computer work. Now, in the 
initial position the software announces “mate 
in 41 moves”. The author follows the moves on 
the screen, investing neither effort, nor a sin-
gle drop of imagination, just paste and copy. 
Despite the intriguing initial position, while 
acknowledging the composer’s general excel-
lence, I feel that this work deserves at best a 
commendation”.

HH: one might ask the same question for 
any win study that the judge composed himself 
with more pieces in the initial position, and 
where the black moves (coincidentally) post-
pone the mate as long as possible.

Draw section

Sergey Osinstev (Russia) considered 37 
studies by 25 composers from 17 countries, and 
put half into his award, which is excessive.

No 23854  Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.Bc4/i 
Qxc4 2.Rh8+/ii Kg4 3.Rg8+ Qxg8/iii 4.Rg7+ 
Kh5/iv 5.Rxg8 b3 6.Rb8/v Rxa2+/vi 7.Kb7/vii 
c4 (Kg6; Kc6) 8.Kc6 (f7? Rf2;) Kg6 9.Kd5 Rc2 
10.Ke6 Re2+ 11.Kd5 Rc2 12.Ke6 Rf2 13.Kd5 Rf4 
14.f7/viii Kxf7 15.Rb6 Kg7 (Rh2; Kc5) 16.Kc5 
Rf6 17.Rb4/ix Rf4 18.Rb6 positional draw.

No 23852 V. Kalashnikov
5th commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+r+N+-mk0 
9+-+-+-zpl0 
9-+-zP-+P+0 
9+-+-zP-mK-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg5h8 0331.31 5/4 Win

No 23853 M. Croitor
special commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9k+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-zp-zp-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+P+0 
9mK-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya1a8 0000.22 3/3 Win

No 23854 M. Pasman
1st prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9R+-+-+-+0 
9mKR+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-zP-+0 
9+-zp-+-+-0 
9-zp-+-+-wq0 
9+-+-+-+k0 
9P+-+L+-+0 
9tr-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya7h3 3510.22 6/5 Draw
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i) 1.f7? (Ba6?) Rxa2+ wins.
ii) 2.Rh7+? Kg4 3.Rg8+ Kf5 wins.
iii) Kf5 4.f7 Qxa2+ 5.Kb8 Qh2+ 6.Rc7 draws.
iv) Kf5 5.Rxg8 Kxf6 6.Kb6 c4 7.Kb5 c3 8.Rc8 

Ke5 9.Kxb4 Rb1+ 10.Ka5 Kd4 11.a4 Kd3 12.Rd8+ 
Kc4 13.Rc8+ Kd3 14.Rd8+ Kc2 15.Ka6 draws.

v) 6.f7? b2 7.Rg1 Rxg1 8.f8Q b1Q wins.
vi) c4 7.f7 Rxa2+ 8.Kb6 Rf2 9.Kc5 draws.
vii) 7.Kb6? Ra8 8.Rxa8 (Rb7 c4;) b2 9.Rh8+ 

Kg6 10.Rh1 c4 11.Rf1 Kf7 12.Kc5 c3 13.Kd4 c2 
wins.

viii) 14.Kc5? Kxf6, or 14.Rb6? Rxf6 win.
ix) 17.Rb7+? Rf7, or 17.Rb8? Rf8 win.

“This is a great discovery in a rook ending, 
with inventive play on both sides”.

No 23855  Jan Timman (the Netherlands). 
1.Sb3 Bg3+/i 2.Kd7 Bf2/ii 3.Sd4/iii Bxd4 4.Bd5 
(Sf3? h1Q;) exd5 5.Sf3 h1Q 6.Sg5/v Qh3+ 7.Se6+ 
(Sxh3? Be3;) Qxe6+ 8.Kxe6/vi Bc5 9.Kxd5 Bxa3 
10.Ke6 Bb4 11.Kd7 positional draw.

i) Bf2 2.Sf3 h1Q 3.Sg5 Bg3+ 4.Kb6 Bf2+ 5.Kc7, 
or h1Q 2.Sc5 Bg3+ 3.Kd7 Qd1+ 4.Kc6 Qd6+ 
5.Kb5 draw.

ii) h1Q 3.Sc5 Qd1+ 4.Kc6 draws.
iii) Logical try: 3.Sc5? Bxc5 4.Bd5 exd5 5.Sf3 

h1Q 6.Sg5 Qh3+ 7.Se6+ (Sxh3 Be3;) Qxe6+ 
8.Kxe6 d4 (bxa3) wins.

v) Logical try: 6.Sxd4? Qh3+ (Qe1; Qe3) 
7.Se6+ Qxe6+ 8.Kxe6 d4 wins.

vi) Now, unlike in the try, the bB blocks his 
pawn.

“This is an excellent logical study, refusing to 
capture the bB. Small duals in thematic tries 
reduce the impression but the additional lines 
are good”.

No 23856  Petr Kiryakov & Valery Kalash-
nikov (Russia). 1.Qf1 Sd4 2.Qc1+/i Kb3 3.Qd1+ 
Kc3 4.Qa1+ Kd3/ii 5.Qd1+ Ke3 6.Qc1+ (Qe1+? 
Se2+;) Ke4 7.Qe1+ Kf5 8.Qa5+ Kg4 9.Qxa2 Sf3+ 
10.Kg2/iii Sh4+ 11.Kg1 Kh3 12.Qe2 (Qc2? Re6;) 
Rf5 13.Qc2/iv Rf8 (Sf3+; Kh1) 14.Qe2 Rf6 15.Kh1 
(Qc2? Re6;), and:

—— Rf2 16.Qxf2 gxf2 stalemate, or:
—— g2+ 16.Kg1 Sf3+ 17.Qxf3+ Rxf3 stalemate, or:
—— Rc6 16.Qh2+ Kg4 (gxh2 stalemate;) 17.Qe2+ 
Kh3 18.Qh2+ positional draw
i) 2.Qxf6? a1Q+ 3.Kg2 Qb2+ 4.Kxg3 Se2+ 

wins.
ii) 5.Qxa2? Se2+ 6.Kg2 Rf2+ 7.Kh3 Sg1+ 

(Sf4+) wins.
iii) 10.Kf1? Sd2++ 11.Ke1 Rf1+ 12.Ke2 Rf2+ 

13.Kd3 Kh3, or 10.Kh1? Rh6+ 11.Kg2 Rh2+ 
12.Kf1 Rh1+ 13.Ke2 Re1+ win.

iv) 13.Kh1? Re5 14.Qxe5 (Qh2+ Kg4;) g2+ 
15.Kg1 Sf3+ wins, or 13.Qe6? Sf3+ 14.Kh1 g2 
mate.

“This is an excellent study! The battle of the 
wQ with Black’s superior forces ends with three 
stalemates”.

No 23855 J. Timman
2nd prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-mk-+0 
9+-mK-+Pzp-0 
9-+-+p+P+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-sN0 
9zP-+-+-+-0 
9L+-+-+-zp0 
9sN-+-vl-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc7f8 0042.33 7/5 Draw

No 23856 P. Kiryakov 
& V. Kalashnikov

3rd prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-tr-+0 
9+-+-+n+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9mk-+-+-zpQ0 
9p+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-mK-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg1a3 1303.02 2/5 Draw

No 23857 P. Arestov, 
M. Garcia & V. Tarasiuk

4th prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9zP-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+n0 
9L+K+kzP-+0 
9+-+-+-tr-0 
xiiiiiiiiyc2e2 0313.20 4/3 Draw
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No 23857  Pavel Arestov (Russia), Mario 
Guido Garcia (Argentina) & Vladislav Tarasiuk 
(Ukraine). 1.a6 Rg7 2.Bc4+/i Kxf2/ii 3.Kc3/iii 
Sf4/iv 4.Kb4 Ke3 5.Kc5 (Kb5? Kd4;) Rc7+ 6.Kb5 
Kd4 7.Bb3/v Rh7 8.Kb6 Rh6+ 9.Kb5 Rh3 10.a7/
vi Rxb3+ 11.Kc6 Rc3+ 12.Kb7 draws.

i) 2.Kc3? Sxf2 3.Bd5 Rc7+, and: 4.Kd4 Sd1 
5.Bb7 Sc3 6.a7 Sb5+, or 4.Kb4 Sd3+ 5.Kb5 Rc5+ 
6.Kb6 Rxd5 7.a7 Rd8 win.

ii) Kf3 3.Bd5+ Kf4 4.Bb7 draws.
iii) Try: 3.Bd5? Rc7+ 4.Kb3 Sf4 5.Bb7 Sd3 

6.Ka4 Sb2+ 7.Kb5 Sc4 8.Bd5 Sd6+ 9.Kb6 Re7 
10.Kc5 Sc8 11.Bb7 Rc7+ 12.Kb5 Sd6+ 13.Ka5 
Sc4+ wins.

iv) Ke3 4.Bd5 Sf4 5.Bb7 Se6 6.Kc4 draws.
v) Thematic try: 7.Ba2? Rh7 8.Kb6 Rh6+ 

9.Kb5 Se2 10.a7 Sc3+ 11.Ka5 Rh5+ 12.Ka6 Sb5 
13.Bf7 Rc5 14.a8Q Sc7+ 15.Kb7 Sxa8 16.Kxa8 Rc7 
17.Bb3 Kc5 18.Kb8 Kb6 wins. HH: divergence!

vi) 10.Bf7? Ra3 11.Kb6 Sd3 12.a7 Sc5 13.Be8 
Ra6+ wins.

“This study has subtle play by both sides! The 
only pity is that the final play did not follow 
the scenario of a thematic try, so it looks less 
interesting”.

No 23858 M. Hlinka 
& L’. Kekely

5th prizeXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+PzP-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+P+-+r0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+K+-0 
9k+-+-+p+0 
9+-+-+ltr-0 
xiiiiiiiiyf3a2 0630.41 5/5 Draw

No 23858  Michal Hlinka & L’ubos Kekely 
(Slovakia). 1.g8Q Rf5+ 2.Ke4 Bd3+ 3.Kxd3 Rxf7 
4.Qxf7 Rd1+ 5.Kc3/i, and:

—— g1Q 6.d6+ Ka1 7.Qf6 Qe3+ 8.Kc2+ Rd4 
9.Qf1+ Ka2 10.Qf7+ Ka3 11.Qa7+ Kxb4 
12.Qb6+ Kc4 13.Qc6+ perpetual check, or:

—— Rc1+ 6.Kd2 g1Q 7.d6+ Kb2 8.Qf6+ Ka3 
9.Qf3+ Ka2 10.Qf7+ Kb2 11.Qf6+ Kb1 12.Qf5+ 
Ka2 13.Qf7+ perpetual check.
i) 5.Kc2? g1Q 6.d6+ Ka1 wins.

“The central position of the study is para-
doxical, when a move without a check is good, 
but a move with a check in a try is bad! The 
threat of check is stronger than actual check!”.

No 23859 R. Becker
special prizeXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-zP-+-0 
9p+-+-wq-+0 
9+-+k+l+-0 
9-+-+-zP-+0 
9+K+-+-zP-0 
9-+L+-+-zP0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb3d5 3040.41 6/4 Draw

No 23859  Richard Becker (USA). 1.Be4+/i, 
and:

—— Bxe4 2.e8Q Qb6+ 3.Kc3 Qc5+ 4.Kb3 Qc4+ 
5.Ka3 Qc3+ 6.Ka2 Qc2+ 7.Ka3 Qc1+ 8.Kb4/
ii Qb2+ 9.Ka5 Qa3+ 10.Qa4 Qc5+ 11.Kxa6 
Qc8+ 12.Ka7 Qc7+ 13.Ka8 Qb6 14.h3/iii Bf3 
15.Qb3+ Ke4 16.Qc3 Bg2 17.Qd2 Kf3 18.Qe1 
Qc7 19.f5 Qb6 20.f6 Qc7 21.f7 Qxf7 22.Kb8 
draws, or:

—— Kd4 2.e8Q Qb6+ 3.Ka4/iv Bxe4 4.Qe5+ Kd3 
5.h4/v Qc6+ 6.Ka5 Kc4 7.f5 Qb5+ 8.Qxb5+ 
axb5 9.f6 Bg6 10.g4 b4 11.h5 Bf7 12.h6 b3 
13.h7 b2 14.h8Q b1Q 15.Qc8+ draws.
i) Thematic try: 1.e8Q? Qb6+ 2.Kc3 Qd4+ 

3.Kb3 Qc4+ 4.Ka3 Qc5+ 5.Kb3 Qxc2+ 6.Ka3 
Qc1+ 7.Kb4 Qb2+ 8.Ka5 Qa3+ 9.Kb6 Qc5+ 
10.Kxa6 Bc8 wins.

ii) 8.Ka4? Bc2+ 9.Ka5 Qa3+ 10.Kb6 Qd6+ 
wins.

iii) Thematic try: 14.g4? Bf3 15.Qa3 Ke4 
16.Qc3 Kxf4+ wins, or 14.h4? Bf3 15.Qa3 Ke4 
16.Qc3 Bg2 17.Qd2 Kf3 wins.

iv) 3.Ka3? Bxe4 4.Qe5+ Kd3 5.f5 a5 6.f6 Qb4+ 
wins.
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v) Thematic try: 5.f5? Bf3 6.Ka3 Kc2 wins. 
Thematic try: 5.g4? Qc6+ 6.Ka5 Kc4 7.f5 Qb5+ 
8.Qxb5+ axb5 9.f6 Bd5 10.h4 b4 11.h5 b3 12.h6 
b2 wins.

“The author comments: ‘This is a logical 
study with a systematic manoeuvre and a sac-
rificial key showing the foresight effect. Each 
of the two main lines is solved with a different 
unique move by the h-pawn’. But two different 
logical studies in one, even united by a pawn 
play, is not always good because of the huge 
amount of information”.

No 23860  Valery Kalashnikov (Russia). 
1.Sg6+ Qxg6/i 2.Rh2+ Qh7 3.e7 (Rxh7+? Sxh7;) 
Sd7+ 4.Kc6/ii Sxf6 5.Rxh7+ Kxh7 6.e5 Se8/iii 
7.f6 Kg6/iv 8.Kd7 Kf7 9.e6+ Kxf6 10.Kxe8 d2 
11.Kf8 d1Q 12.e8Q Qd6+ 13.e7/v Qd5 14.Qg6+ 
Kxg6 15.e8Q+ Kf6 16.Qe7+ draws.

i) Sxg6 2.Rh2+ Kg8 3.f7+ wins.
ii) 4.Kc7? Sxf6 5.Rxh7+ Kxh7 6.e5 Se8+ wins.
iii) d2 7.exf6 d1Q 8.f7 draws.
iv) d2 8.f7 d1Q 9.f8Q draws.
v) 13.Kg8? Qg3+ 14.Kf8 Qg7 mate.
“There was a complete change of teams! Only 

the promoted queens remained on the board”.

No 23861  Peter Krug (Austria). 1.e7+/i Kxe7 
2.Qf7+ Kd8 3.Qxf4 dxc1S+ 4.Kd1 Qh1+ 5.Kc2 
Qg2+ 6.Kxc1 Qg1+/ii 7.Kd2 Qxg6 8.Ke3 Qg1+ 
9.Kxe4 Qb1+ 10.Ke5 Qb5+/iii 11.Ke6/iv Qd5+ 

12.Kf6 Kc8 13.Qe5 Qc4 14.Ke7 c5 15.Kd6 Qd4+ 
16.Qd5 Kd8 17.Kc6+ Qxd5+ 18.Kxd5 draws.

i) Try: 1.Qa8+? Ke7 2.Qxh8 dxc1Q wins.
ii) Qxg6 7.Qb8+ Kd7 8.Qa7+ Ke6 9.Qa2+ 

Kf6 10.Qb2+ Ke6 11.Qa2+ Kf5 12.Qf2+ Ke6 
13.Qa2+ perpetual check.

iii) Qb8+ 11.Ke6 Qxf4 model stalemate.
iv) Thematic try: 11.Kf6? Kc8 12.Qe5 Kb7 

13.Ke6 Qxe5+ 14.Kxe5 Kb6 wins.
“Of course, such stalemates have already 

been seen before, but there is an interesting 
previous “black” logic and a long continuation 
of the play”.

No 23862  Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Sf2 Rf4/i 
2.Sg4, and:

—— hxg4 3.Rbe1 Rf7+ 4.Rxf7 Qxe1 5.Re7 Qa5 
6.Re8+ Kf7 7.Re7+ draws, or:

—— Rxg4 3.Rfe1/ii Qxg5 4.Rb8+ Kf7 5.Re7+ 
Qxe7+ 6.dxe7 Rd4+ 7.Kc6 Kxe7 8.Rb7+ Kf6 
9.Rxa7 draws.
i) Re5 2.Rb8+ Kg7 3.Sg4 Qh3 4.Rb7 Kg8 

5.Rb8+ Kg7 6.Rb7 Qxg4+ 7.Kc6+ Kg8 8.Rb8+ 
Kg7 9.Rb7+ perpetual check.

ii) 3.Rbe1? Qxg5, or 3.Rb8+? Kg7 4.Rbf8 Qb3 
win.

“The two lines are united by the idea of 
choosing a wR to attack the queen, but the 
lines are not equal and have different ideas”.

No 23863  Aleksey Gasparyan (Armenia). 
1.Rxg7+/i Kf8 (Kxg7; Sxf5) 2.bxc7 Rf1/ii 3.Rg8+/

No 23860 V. Kalashnikov
1st honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+qsn-mk0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-mK-+PzP-+0 
9+-+-+P+-0 
9-+-+P+-sN0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+R+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb6h8 3104.41 7/4 Draw

No 23861 P. Krug
2nd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-mk-wq0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+p+P+P+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+pvl-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9Q+-zpK+-+0 
9+-sN-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye2f8 4031.23 5/6 Draw

No 23862 A. Avni
3rd honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+k+0 
9zp-+K+-+-0 
9P+-zP-+p+0 
9+-+-+-zPp0 
9-+-+r+-+0 
9+-+-wq-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+R+-+R+N0 
xiiiiiiiiyd7g8 3501.33 7/6 Draw
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iii Kxg8 4.Bxc4+ Rf7 5.Sg6/iv Kg7/v 6.Bxf7 
Kxf7 7.e6+/vi Ke8/vii 8.b5 dxe6 9.Se5 Qb7 (Qa8; 
Kxe6) 10.Sc6 Qc8 11.Se5 draws.

i) 1.Sxf5? Sxb5+ 2.Ke7 Sd4 3.Sxd4 Qb8 (Qb7) 
wins.

ii) Rf2 3.Rg2 Rf1 4.Sg6+ Ke8 5.Se7 (Sf4) Rd1+ 
6.Sd5 Rxd5+ 7.Kxd5 draws.

iii) 3.Bxd7? (Rxd7)? Rd1+ wins.
iv) 5.Bxf7+? Kxf7 6.e6+ dxe6 wins.
v) Qxc7+ 6.Kxc7 d5+ 7.Kd6 dxc4 8.e6 draws.
vi) 7.Sf4? Qe8 8.b5 Qe7+ 9.Kd5 Qf8 10.Ke4 

Qb4+ wins.
vii) Kf6 (dxe6; Se5+) 8.exd7 Qa6+ 9.Kc5 

Qa7+ 10.Kc6 Qa6+ 11.Kc5, or Kxg6 8.exd7 
Qa6+ 9.Kc5 Qa7+ 10.Kc6 Qa6+ 11.Kc5 draws.

“Understandably, the author’s desire to in-
clude in the introduction both the sacrifice of 
the rook (for a pawn), and the refusal to cap-
ture, and the choice of the square for the bR, 
but this has led to a chaotic and tense initial 
position and the shedding of the blood of an 
innocent bS”.

No 23864  Jarl Ulrichsen (Norway). 1.Kf7/i 
Kb6 2.e3 Kb7 3.Kf6/ii Kc6 4.Ke6 Bh2 (Kc5; d4+) 
5.Kf5 Kd5 6.Kg4 Ke6/iii 7.Kf3 Kf5 8.Kg2 draws.

i) 1.Kd7? Kb6 2.Kd6 e4+ 3.Kd5 e3 4.Ke4 Bf2 
wins, or 1.Ke7? Kb6 2.e3 Kc7 3.Ke6 Kc6 oppo-
sition, wins.

ii) 3.Ke7? Kc7 4.Ke6 Kc6 5.Kf5 Kd5 wins.
iii) Bg1 7.Kf3 zz.

“This is an interesting find! However, unfor-
tunately, there is no purity of the try and it does 
not end with the position of mutual zugzwang 
by analogy with the solution“.

No 23865  Richard Becker (USA). 1.Se4/i 
Sc5+ 2.Kf7/ii Sxe4 3.Bxe4 f2 4.Bf5+/iii Kxg3 
5.Bd3 Rd2 6.Bc4 Rd4 7.Be2 Rd2/iv 8.Bc4 Rd6 
9.Kg7 Rd7+ 10.Kg6 Rd6+ 11.Kg7 Kg4 12.h6 Kg5 
13.h7 Rd7+ 14.Kg8 Kg6 15.Bf7+ Kg5 16.Bc4 Kg6 
17.Bf7+ Rxf7 18.h8Q Re7 19.Kf8 Rf7+ 20.Kg8 
f1Q 21.Qh7+ Rxh7

i) Thematic try: 1.Sd3? Sc5+ 2.Kf6 (Kf7) Sxd3 
3.Bxd3 Rd2 4.Bc4 Rd4 5.Bb5 Rd5 6.Bf1+ Kg4 
7.h6 Rd6+ 8.Kg7 Kg5 9.h7 Rd7+ 10.Kg8 Kg6 
wins.

ii) Thematic try: 2.Kf6? Sxe4+ 3.Bxe4 f2 
4.Bf5+ Kg2 5.Be4+ Kf1 6.h6 Re2 7.Bf5 Kg2 8.h7 
f1Q 9.h8Q Qa1+ wins.

iii) Thematic try: 4.Bd3? Rd2 5.Bc4 Kg4 6.h6 
Kg5 7.h7 Rd7+ 8.Kg8 Kg6 9.Bf7+ Rxf7 10.h8Q 
f1Q wins.

iv) Rd6 8.Kg7 Kf4 9.h6 Kg5 10.h7 Rd7+ 
11.Kg8 Kg6 12.Bh5+ Kg5 13.Be2 Kg6 14.Bh5+ 
Kxh5 15.h8Q+ Kg6 16.Qh4 draws.

“The author commented: ‘Synthesis of three 
thematic tries from two old studies’. The real 
thematic (logical) try is only the third. In the 
first try it is a simple choice of move. Also, the 
play is not going according to the scenario of 
second try because of duals”.

No 23863 A. Gasparyan
4th honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+q+-+k+0 
9+-snp+Rzp-0 
9-zP-mK-+-+0 
9+L+-zPr+-0 
9-zPp+-+-sN0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd6g8 3414.33 7/7 Draw

No 23864 J. Ulrichsen
5th honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+K+-+0 
9mk-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-zp-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+P+-vl-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye8a7 0030.21 3/3 Draw

No 23865 R. Becker
special honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+n+-+-0 
9-+-+K+L+0 
9+-sN-+-+P0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+pzPk0 
9-+r+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye6h3 0314.21 5/4 Draw
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No 23866 D. Gurgenidze
special honourable mentionXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+R+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+N+-+-0 
9-zp-+-+-+0 
9mk-+-+-+p0 
9P+-mK-+psn0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyd2a3 0104.13 4/5 Draw

No 23866  David Gurgenidze (Georgia). 
1.Ra7+ Kb2 2.Rg7 Sg4 3.Rxg4 h2 4.Rxb4+, and:

—— Ka3 5.Rb3+ Ka4 6.Rb4+ Ka5 7.a4 g1Q 8.Rb5+ 
Kxa4/i 9.Sc3+ Ka3 10.Sb1+ Ka2 11.Sc3+ 
Ka1 12.Ra5+ Kb2 13.Rb5+ Ka3 14.Sb1+ Ka2 
15.Sc3+ Ka1 16.Ra5+ Kb2 17.Rb5+ perpetual 
check, or:

—— Ka1 5.Se3 g1Q 6.Sc2+ Kxa2 7.Ra4+ Kb2 
8.Rb4+ Ka2 9.Ra4+ perpetual check.
i) Ka6 9.Sb4+ Ka7 10.Sc6+ Ka6 11.Sb4+ per-

petual check.
“We see a technical synthesis of very well-

known positional draws”.

No 23867 A. Avni
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+r+-mk-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-wq-zp-+0 
9+K+-+P+-0 
9-+psN-+p+0 
9+p+p+-tRp0 
9-zP-zP-+QzP0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyb5f8 4401.46 8/9 Draw

No 23867  Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Qb7/i 
Rc5+/ii 2.Ka4 Qxd4 3.Rxg4/iii Qxg4 4.Qb4, and:

—— Qd4 5.Qxc5+ Qxc5 stalemate, or:
—— Kg8 5.Qxc5 c3+ 6.Ka3 c2 (cxd2) 7.Qc4+ Qxc4 

stalemate, or:
—— c3 5.Qxg4 c2 6.Qd4 c1Q 7.Qd8+ Kg7 8.Qe7+ 
Kh6 9.Qxf6+ Kh5 10.Qg6+ Kh4 11.Qg3+ Kh5 
12.Qg6+ perpetual check.

i) 1.Se6+? Qxe6 2.fxe6 hxg2 3.Rxg2 f5 wins.
ii) Rb8 2.Se6+ Ke8 3.Sg7+ Kf8 4.Se6+ Kg8 

5.Rxg4+ Kh8 6.Rh4+ Kg8 7.Rg4+ perpetual 
check.

iii) 3.Qa8+? Kg7 4.Qa7+ Kh6 5.Rxh3+ Kg5 
wins.

“The study has two echo stalemates and two 
perpetual checks – that is a lot! But there are 
also many technical pawns”.

No 23868 D. Gatti
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9q+-+-+-+0 
9zpkzPp+-vLL0 
9p+-zP-+K+0 
9zP-+P+-+p0 
9-+-+-+-zp0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyg6b7 3020.45 7/7 Draw

No 23868  Daniele Gatti (Italy). 1.Kf6/i h3/
ii 2.Bf5/iii h2/iv 3.Bxd7 h1Q 4.Bc6+ Kc8 5.Bxa8 
Qf3+ 6.Ke6/v Qh3+ 7.Kf6 Qf3+/vi 8.Ke6 Qg4+ 
(Qe4+; Be5) 9.Kf6 Qf4+ 10.Ke6 Qg4+ 11.Kf6 h4/
vii 12.Bc6 h3 13.d7+ Kxc7 14.Kf7 Qf5+ 15.Bf6/
viii draws.

i) 1.Kf7? Kc8 2.Bd3 Qxd5+ wins.
ii) Qe8 2.Bf5 Kc8 3.Bd3 Kb7 4.Bf5 positional 

draw (HH: also 4.Bf1 and 4.Bh6 draw here).
iii) 2.Ke7? h2 3.Be4 Qg8 4.Bf6 h4 5.Kxd7 h1Q 

6.Bxh1 Qf7+ 7.Be7 Qf5+ 8.Kd8 Qc8 mate.
iv) Qe8 3.Bxh3 Kc8 4.Bf1 Kb7 5.Bh3 posi-

tional draw. (HH: many other drawing moves 
at move 5).

v) 6.Ke7? (Kg5? Qg3+;) Qe4+ 7.Kf7 Qh7 
8.Bc6 h4 9.d7+ Kxc7 10.d6+ Kd8 wins.

vi) Qc3+ 8.Kf7 Qg3 9.Bf8 draws.
vii) Qg3 12.Bf8 h4 13.Bc6 h3 14.d7+ Kxc7 

15.Be7 Qf4+/xi 16.Kg6 Qe4+ 17.Kf6 draws. HH: 
also 13.Be7, 14.Be7, 17.Kf7.

viii) 15.Ke7? Qe4+ 16.Kf7 Qh7 17.d6+ Kd8 
wins.
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“The wBs and strong pawns successfully 
oppose the following bQs, depriving them of 
all chances. The author was able to create play 
without duals in multiple line”.

HH does not agree with the last statement.

No 23869 A. Jasik
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+r+-+0 
9mK-+-+Q+-0 
9-+l+-zPPzP0 
9+-vL-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+nmkq+-0 
xiiiiiiiiya7e1 4343.30 6/5 Draw

No 23869  Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Bb4+ 
Sc3/i 2.Bxc3+ Kf2 3.Qxe8/ii Bxe8 4.h7 (f7? Bxf7;) 
Qh3 5.h8Q Qxh8 6.f7 Qf8 7.Bb4 Qg7 8.Bc3 Qf8 
9.Bb4 positional draw.

i) Kf2 2.Qxe8 Bxe8 3.f7 draws.
ii) 3.Bd4+? Kf3 4.Qxe8 Bxe8 5.h7 Qh3 6.f7 

Qd7+ wins.
“We have a simple study with an original po-

sitional draw at the finale”.

No 23870 P. Rewitz
commendationXIIIIIIIIY

9-+-+n+-mk0 
9zp-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+K+-+0 
9+-+-+-zP-0 
9P+-+-+PvL0 
9+-+-+-zPr0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiye6h8 0313.41 6/4 Draw

No 23870  Poul Rewitz (Denmark). 1.Ke7 
Kg7/i 2.Kxe8 Rh1 3.Kd7 Ra1 4.Kc6 Rxa4 5.Kb5 
Re4 6.Ka6/ii Re6+ (Re7; g6) 7.Kxa7 Rg6 8.Ka8/
iii Kg8 9.Ka7 Kf8 10.Kb8 Kf7 11.Kb7 Ke8 12.Kc8/
iv Ke7 13.Kc7 draws.

i) Sc7 2.Kf7 Rh1 3.g6 Rf1+ 4.Bf6+ Rxf6+ 
5.Kxf6, or Sg7 2.Kf7 Rh1 3.g6 Rf1+ 4.Bf6 a5 5.g5 
draws.

ii) 6.g6? Rxg4 7.Ka6 Ra4+ wins, e.g. 8.Kb5 
Ra3.

iii) 8.Kb8? Kf8 9.Kb7 Kf7 10.Kc8 Ke8 11.Kc7 
Ke7 wins.

iv) Or 12.Ka8 Kd8 13.Kb8 Rb6+ 14.Ka7 Kc7 
15.g6.

“We see a fight for distant opposition”.

No 23871 M. Gelly
special commendationXIIIIIIIIY
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-zpR0 
9-+-+-+Pvl0 
9sN-zp-+-zpK0 
9-zp-+-zp-+0 
9+-+-zp-zP-0 
9k+-+-+-+0 
9+N+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiyh5a2 0132.26 6/8 Draw

No 23871  Marc Gelly (France). 1.Sb3 e2/i 
2.Sc1+/ii Kxb1 3.Sxe2 f3 4.Sc3+ bxc3/iii 5.g4 
(Rh8? g4;) f2 6.Rh8 f1Q 7.Rb8+ Kc2 8.Rb2+ Kd3 
9.Rd2+ Kc4 10.Rd4+ Kb5 11.Rb4+ Kc6 12.Rb6+ 
Kd5 13.Rd6+ Kc4 14.Rd4+ Kb3 15.Rb4+ Kc2 
16.Rb2+ Kxb2 stalemate.

i) Kxb3 2.g4 e2 3.Sd2+ Kc2 4.Sf3, or Kxb1 
2.Kg4 Kc2 3.Rxh6 draw.

ii) 2.Sc3+? Kxb3 3.Sxe2 f3 4.Sc1+ Kc2 5.Sd3 
b3 6.Rh8/ix g4 7.Sxc5 b2 8.Rb8 b1Q 9.Rxb1 
Kxb1 wins.

iii) Kc2 5.g4 f2 6.Sd1 b3/x 7.Rh8 b2/xi 8.Rb8 
b1Q 9.Rxb1 Kxb1 10.Sxf2 draws.

“Of course, the idea of the ‘crazy rook’ that 
chases the king around the pawns has already 
been implemented earlier but the author, un-
like his anticipations, has created original play 
with Knight sacrifices and the king’s self-iso-
lation. The author did not have enough tech-
nique for a cleaner implementation of a com-
plex idea. Unfortunately, the intended interest-
ing tries did not become thematic because of 
the duals”.
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Study Composition Tourney “Jan Timman-70”

To honour the 70th birthday of Jan Timman, chess legend and prolific study 
composer, the Royal Dutch Chess Federation (KNSB) announces an endgame study 

composition tourney (free theme).

Judge: Jan Timman
Director: Harold van der Heijden 

Organisational Support: Jan Sprenger
Prizes: 150/125/100/75/50 € (sponsored by KNSB)

Special prizes, offered by friends and colleagues of Jan Timman:

–	 Hans Böhm: 15 chess king statues, made by artist Henk Kos and Margreet Wevers 
(www.schaakkunst.nl);

–	 Harold van der Heijden: two HHdbVI study databases (www.hhdbvi.nl);
–	 Jan Sprenger: 100 € for the best study by a strong practical player (criteria: 2000+ 

rating, not more than ten entries in HHdbVI);
–	 KNSB: chess books by Jan Timman 

Timeline:
Deadline for submissions: 1 October 2021

Preliminary award: 14 December 2021 (70th birthday JT)
Deadline for claims: 14 January 2022

Final award: 30 January 2022

Coproductions are allowed. There is a maximum of three studies per composer. 
Double money prizes will not be awarded; instead, the composer will receive the 
more valuable prize.

Submissions should be sent in pgn format to the tourney director Harold van der 
Heijden (heijdenharold@gmail.com), with “Jan Timman 70” in the subject line.

The results of the tourney will be published on the website of the KNSB and in the 
endgame study magazine EG.


