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Kekely-60 JT 2019

The preliminary award of the anniversary tourney for the very prolific Slovakian composer Lubos
Kekely was published in Pat a Mat no. 109 (ix2019) and became final (with only a change in the
solution of the 3rd hon. mention) in no. 111 (iii2020). Tourney director Michal Hlinka received 43

studies by 29 composers from 16 countries.

No 23499 Igor Yarmonov (Ukraine). 1.5f6/i
g5+ (gxh1Q; Qg3+) 2.Kg3 gxhiS+ 3.Qxhi+
Kxhi 4.Sd2 Bxc2 5.Rxc3 Rh3+ 6.Kxh3 Rh8+/ii
7.Kg3 Rh3+ 8.Kxh3 Qh8+ 9.Shs Qxc3+ 10.5g3+/
iii Kg1 11.Rb1+ Bxbi/iv 12.53+ Kf2/v 13.Se4+
Kxf3/vi 14.Sxc3 Bd3 15.Se2 Bcg/vii 16.5g3 Ba6
17.Se2 positional draw/viii.

i) 1.Rf6? Bxeq 2.Qd1+ Kxh2 3.Rxf8 Rxf8+
wins.

ii) Qh6+ 7.Shs Qxb6 8.Rxc2 wins.

iii) 10.563? Qxf3+ 11.Sg3+ Kg1 12.Rbi+ Bd1
wins.

iv) Kf2 12.Rf1+ Ke3 13.Rf3+ wins.

v) Qxf3 stalemate with pinned knight.

vi) Bxeg stalemate with other knight pinned.
vii) Bxe2 stalemate, or Kxe216.Kg3 and 17.h4.
viii) e.g. Kf2 18.5g3 Bby 19.Se4+ (Sh1) draws.
“The composer has succesfully corrected his

study from Studistica 2000”. Note that wK is in
check in the initial position.

No 23500 Aleksandr Zhukov & Vasily Leb-
edev (Russia). 1.Kg2/i Rg6+ (Sxcs; Bds+) 2.Kf3
Sxd2+/ii 3.Ke2 (Kf4? Qag+;) Re6+/iii 4.Kd1/

iv Qag+ 5.Rc2+ Kb1 (Ka3; Ra8) 6.Rxbs+ Sb3
7.Be4 (h8Q Qg4+;) Rxe4/v 8.Rc1+ Kb2 9.Rc2+
(h8Q+? Rd4+;) Kai/vi 10.h8Q+ Rd4+ 11.Ke1
Qxbs 12.f3 (Re2? Qds;) Kb1 13.Qhy/vii Rdi+/
viii 14.Kf2 (Kxd1? Qf1 mate) Sc1 15.Rd2+ (Rc8+
Sd3+;) Sd3+ 16.Qxd3+ Qxd3 17.Rxd3 draws.

i) 1.Bxe4? Qd6+ 2.Kg2 Qxb8, or 1.Kg4? Sxcs
2.Ra8 Qxa8 3.Bxa8 Rxh6 win.

ii) Qaz+ 3.Kxe4 Re6+ 4.Res, or Sxcs 3.Bds+
Ka3 4.h8Q, or Sg5+ 3.Ke2 b4+ 4.d3 Re6+ 5.Kd2
draws.

iii) b4+ 4.Kxd2 Rd6+ 5.Bds+ Rxds+ 6.Rxds
draws.

iv) 4.Kxd2? Qas+ 5.Kd3 Qa3+ wins.

v) Qxe4 8.Rxb3z+ Kai 9.h8Q+, or Qxbs
8.Rcs5+, or Qd4+ 8.Rd2+ win.

vi) Kb1 (Ka3z; h8Q) 10.Rci+ Kbz 11.Rc2+
repeats.

vii) 13.Re2? Qcs 14.Qh7+ Kc1 wins.

viii) Sc1 14.Re2+ Ka1 (Sd3+; Kf1) 15.Qay+
Kbi1 (Rag; Qg7+) 16.Qh7+, or Rd3 14.Re2 Sdg
15.Qe4 draw.

Again the wK is in check in the initial
position.

No 23500 A. Zhukov

No 23499 I. Yarmonov & V. Lebedev No 23501 L. Gonzalez
1st/2nd prize 1st/2nd prize 3rd prize
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b3e8 3325.20 7/4 Win



Kekely-60 JT 2019

No 23501 Luis Miguel Gonzalez (Spain).
1.c7/i Sxcy 2.Bd7+ Kd8/ii 3.Bhg4+ Qey 4.Scs
(Bxey+? Kxey;) Rxf3+ 5.Kaz/iii Rf2+ 6.Kbi
(Ka1? Qf6;) Rfi+ 7.Kc2 Rf2+ 8.Kd1 (Kc1, Kd3)
Rfi+ 9.Kd2/iv Rf2+ 10.Ke1 Rb2 11.Kd1/v Rb1+
12.Kc2 Rci+ (Rb6; Sf7 mate) 13.Kxc1 Qxhg
14.Sc6 mate.

i) .Bhs+? (Bd7+?) Kd8 2.Bas+ Scy wins.

ii) Ke7 3.Bb4+ Kf6 4.Bxf8 wins.

iii) 5.Kc2? Rez+ 6.Kxc3 Sds5+ 7.Kd2 Qxhg
8.Se6+ Key 9.5g6+ Kxdy, or 5.Kb2? Qf6 6.Bxf6+
Rxf6 draw.

iv) 9.Ke2? Re1+ 10.Kd2 Rxes draws.

v) 11.Kf1? Rbi+ 12.Kg2 Rb2+ 13.Kg3 Qxhg+
draws.

HH has cooked the 4th prize: Y. Bazlov,
d2d4 3123.10 f8f1b8e8h6.13 5/3 Draw. Intended:
1.Bay+ Kds 2.Rh1 Qbg+ 3.Ke2 Qe7+ 4.Kf1 Sfs
5.Bg6 Sg3+ 6.Kg2 Sxh1 7.Beq+ Kcgq 8.Bg1 Qhg
9.Bh2 Qe1 10.Bg1 Qh4 11.Bh2 positional draw.

But: 2...Sf5 3.Bd7 Qb4+ 4.Kc2 and now: 4...
Qc4+ 5.Kd2 Qaz+ 6.Kcz Qez2 7.Rh3 Shy, and
Black wins this complicated ending, e.g. 8.f4
Qcq+ 9.Kb2 Sf3 10.Rhs+ Keg4 11.Bfs+ Kxfy
12.Bc2 Qb4+ 13.Bb3z Qd2+ 14.Ka3 Qd3 15.Bcs
Sd2 16.Rh4+ Kg3 17.Rbg Kf3 18.Bf8 Qa6+
19.Bag Qf6 20.Bdi+ Kg3 21.Bgy Qdé6 22.Bez
Qe7 23.Bd1 Scq4+ 24.Kb3 Se3 and wins material.

No 23502 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1...e6+/i
2.Kf6/ii Ras (Bds; Rg1) 3.Rgs/iii Bds 4.Rhs+/iv
Kga/v 5.Bxds exds/vi 6.Rxds5 c5 7.bxc6ep Rxds
8.c7 Rd6+ 9.Ke7 Rc6 10.Se5+ wins.

No 23502 O. Pervakov
1st honourable mention

No 23503 G. Ostmoe
2nd honourable mention
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i) Ras (Bds; Rg1) 2.Rd2 Rxbs+ 3.Kf4 Rbg+
4.Beq Ba4 5.Se5 wins.

ii) 2.Kes? (Kf4? Rag+;) Ras 3.Rd2 Rxbs+
draws.

iii) 3.Rb2? Rxbs 4.Se5 Rb4 5.Kgs5 (Sd3 Rbs;)
¢c5 6.5d3 Rggq+ draws.

iv) Logical try: 4.Bxds? exds 5.Rhs+ Kg2
6.Rxds c5 7.bxc6ep Rxds 8.c; Rd6+ 9.Key Rc6
draws.

v) Kg3 5.Bxds exds 6.Rxds5 c5 7.Sxc5 Rxbs
8.Se4+ wins.

vi) Rxbs 6.Bf3+, or Kxhs 6.Bc6 Rai e.g. 7.Ke7
Kgs5 8.Kd8 Ray 9.Kc8 Kf510.Kb8 Ra3 11.Kxcy e5
12.5xb6 e4 13.Sc4 wins.

No 23503 Geir Ostmoe (Norway). 1.a6 Bb6
2.¢5/i Bxcs 3.a7 Bxay 4.Bxay Kxa2 5.Bcs Rxes
6.Bxa3 Kxa3z 7.Kh6 Kb4 8.h4 Kcs 9.Kxhy Kdé
10.g6 Rhs+ 11.Kg8 Ke7 12.g7 Rxh4/ii stalemate.

i) 2.a7? Bxay 3.Bxay Kxa2 4.Bcs Rxes 5.Bxa3
Kxa3 6.Kh6 Kbg 7h4 Kcs 8.Kxhy Kdé 9.g6
Rhs+ 10.Kg8 Key 11.g7 Rxh4 - no stalemate -
12.c5 Rg4 13.¢6 K16 14.c7 Rxgy+ wins

ii) Kf6 13.Kf8 Ras 14.g85+ draws.

No 23504 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark) & Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Qh4+/i
Sxh4 2.Bb1 Kgé/ii 3.c7/iii, and:

— Qd3 4.cxd8R/iv Rh6 5.Rh8 Rxh8 6.d8R/v
Sfs+ 7.Rxh8 Qg3+ 8.Kh1 Qh4+ 9.Rxh4 wins,
or:

— Qes (Qxby;
Rxh8 6.f8R/vii
8.Rxh4 wins, or:

Rxb1) 4.cxd8R/vi Rh6 5.Rh8
Sfs+/viiii  7.Rxh8 Qhg+

No 23504 S. Slumstrup
Nielsen & M. Minski
3rd honourable mention

fsh3 0441.13 5/6 BTM, Win

hsb2 0340.62 8/5 Draw

h2hy 4713.6110/6 Win
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i) 1.Qd6? Qhs+ e.g. 2.Kg3 Qhg+ 3.Kf3 Ra8
4.Bb1 Raz+ 5.Ke2 Qg4+ 6.Kf1 Qcg+ 7.Kf2 Qhg+
8.Ke2/ix Qg4+ 9.Kd2 Qg5+ 10.Kc2 Qfs+ 11.Kc1
Qg5+ 12.Kb2 Qf6+ 13.Kc1 Qg5+ draws.

ii) Qxb1 3.Rxb1, or g6 3.Bxf5 win.

iii) 3.Bxf5+? Sxfs mate, or 3.e7? Kxf7 wins.

iv) 4.cxd8Q? Sf5+ 5.Qxh8 Qg3+ 6.Kh1 Qh4+
7.Qxh4 stalemate. 4.Bxd3+? Sfs mate.

v) Thematic try: 6.f8R? Rh6 draws.

vi) 4.cxd8Q? Sfs+ 5.Qxh8 Qhg4+ 6.Qxh4
stalemate. 4.Bxe4+? Sfs mate.

vii) Thematic try: 6.d8R? Rh6, or 6.f85+?
Kgs 7.d8Q+ Kg4 8.Qd1+ Sf3 mate.

viii) In the provisional award this was the
main line: Rhé6 7.Kg3 Sfs+ 8.Rxfs Qh4+ 9.Kf3,
but then 7.Rf3 was found to be a dual.

ix) 8.g3 Qf6+ 9.Kg2 Qf3+ draws.

No 23505 Mario Garcia (Argentina) &
Janos Mikitovics (Hungary). 1.c4 bxcg 2.Sex-
c4/i Rdi+ 3.Sxd1 Kxdi1 4.Rh2 e2 5.Sb2+ Kd2
6.5c4+ Ke1 7.Rxh3/ii Sg4/iii 8.Rf3/iv Kd1 9.Rd3+
Kc1 10.Rc3+ Kbi 11.Sa3+/v Kb2 12.Rc2+ Kxa3
13.Rxe2 {3 14.Re1 f2 15.Ra1+/vi Kb2 16.Rh1 Kc3/
vii 17.Ke6 Shz2 18.Kfs/viii Kd3 19.Kfs/ix f1Q+
20.Rxf1 Sxf1 21.Kg5 Sg3 22.Kh4 draws.

i) 2.Sbxc4? Sfs+ 3.Kcs5 Rd1 4.Rh2 Sd4 (Sg3)
wins.

ii) 7.Se5? Sf7+ 8.Sxf7 Kd1 9.Se5 e1QQ wins.

iii) Kf1 8.Rh2 e1Q 9.Sd2+ draws.

iv) 8.Se5? Sxes 9.Kxe5 Kd2 10.Rh2 {3 wins.

v) 11.Rb3+? Kc2 12.Rb2+ Kd3 13.Rd2+ Kxc4
wins.

No 23505 M. Garcia

vi) Thematic try: 15.Rf1? Kb3 16.Ke6 h4 wins.

vii) hq 17Ke6 Se3 18.Rh2 Sg4 19.Rh1 Kc3
20.Kf5 draws.

viii) 18.Kes? Sf3+ 19.Kf4 Sg1 wins.

ix) 19.Kg6? h4 20.Khs Sf3 wins.

No 23506 Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Khé/i
Sd4 2.f6/ii Bxf6 3.Qg6 Bgs+ 4.hxgs Sf5+ 5.5xf5
Reé6 6.Sey/iii Bdy/iv 7.Qxe6 Bxe6 8.g6 wins.

i) 1.5xe6? Rxfs+ 2.Sg5 Rfg 3.Qb2+ Kg8
4.Qb3+ Kf8 5.Se6+ Bxe6 6.Qxe6 Rf6 fortress.

ii) Try: 2.Qg6? Sxfs+ 3.Sxfs Re6 draws.
2.Qa8? Rc53.Qe4 Rc6+, or 2.Qg4? Rxfs.

iii) 6.Sh4? Bdy (Ra6) draws.

iv) Rxg6+ 7.5xg6+ Kg8 8.Se7+ wins.

No 23507 Rainer Staudte (Germany). 1
Se6+ 2.Kc6 Sd4+ 3.Kb7 axbé 4.Bd3 f5 5. Kxb6/i
fxg4/ii 6.hxga Kfg 7.Bf5 Sxfs 8.Kcs/iii Sgy/iv
9.Kds/v Se8 (Kxg4) 10.b6 wins.

i) 5.gxf5? Sxbs 6.Bxbs Kxf5 draws.

i) f4 6.Kc7 Se6+ (Sxbs+; Bxbs) 7.Kc6 wins.

iii) 8.gxf5? Kxf5 9.Kc6 g4 10.b6 g3 11.b7 g2
12.b8Q g1Q draws.

iv) Kxg4 9.b6 Kf3 10.b7 g4 11.b8Q wins.

v) 9.b6? Se6+ 10.Kds Sd8, or 9.Kd6? Se8+
10.Kc6 (Kd7? Sf6+;) Kes 11.b6 Sd6 draws.

No 23508 Michal Hlinka (Slovakia). 1.Re2+
Kc3/i 2.Rc2+ Kxbs/ii 3.Rxf2+ Kaz 4.Rxba+
Qxb2 5.Qay+/iii Kb1 zz 6.Qcs Rbs/iv 7.Qg1
Qes+/v 8.Kf3, and:

— Qc3+ 9.Kg2 Rb2+ 10.Be2+ draws, or:

— Rgs+ 10.Bg4+ draws.

& J. Mikitovics
4th honourable mention
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Kekely-60 JT 2019

i) Ke1 2.Qgs+ Kb1 3.Rxb2+ Kxb2 4.Qd2+
Ka3 5.Qc1+ draws.

ii) Kb 3.Rc4+ Kbs 4.Qgs+ Kaé 5.Rag+ Kby
6.Qe7+ wins.

iii) Thematic try: 5.Qc5? Kb1 zz 6.Qg1 Qb4+
7.Kf3 Qc3+ 8.Kg2 Qg7+ 9.Bg4+ Ka2 wins.

iv) Qd2 7.Bhs Rbs+ 8.Kfs Qd3+ 9.Kf6 Qfi+
10.Qf5+, or Qg2+ 7.Bf3 Re8+ 8.Kf4, or Re8+
7.Kf3 Qf6+ 8.Kg3 Rg8+ 9.Bg4 draw.

v) Qc1 8.Qd4 Qg5 9.Qd3+ Kaz 10.Qcq+
draws.

HH: The tourney director should not
participate!

No 23509 Sergey Kasparyan (Armenia).
1.5fg3+ Ke1 2.Bbg+ Kdi 3.5f2+ Kc1 4.Se2+ Kb
5.5d1 Ra2/i 6.Sdc3+ Ka1 7.Sxa2 Sxfz/ii 8.Be7/
iii Sd2+/iv 9.Kc2 Sf3/v 10.Sb4 Sei+/vi 11.Kb3/
vii Kb1/viii 12.5¢3+ Kai 13.Bf6 g1Q 14.Se2+ Kb
15.5xg1 h2 16.Se2 h1Q/ix 17.Bb2 Qf3+ 18.Sc3+
Qxc3+ 19.Kxc3 Sf3 20.Sc2 Sd2 21.Sa3+ Kaz
22.Sbs Sf1 23.Kc2 Sd2 24.Sc3 mate.

i) Ra8 6.Sdc3+ Ka1 7.Sd4 wins.

ii) g1Q 8.Sxg1 h2 9.Bc3+ Kb1 10.Bb2 hxgiQ
11.5¢c3 mate.

iii) Try: 8.Ba3? Sd2+ 9.Kc2 Sc4 10.Bcs g1Q
11.Bxg1 Kxa2 draws.

iv) g1Q 9.Bf6+ Kb1 10.Sac3+ Kai 11.Sbs+
Sd4+ 12.Bxd4+ Qxd4 13.Sbxd4 wins, e.g. Kb1
14.Sc2 h2 15.Sa3+ Ka1 16.5¢3 h1Q 17.S¢c2 mate.

v) ¢1Q 10.5xg1 Kxa2 11.Se2 Sb3 12.5¢3+ Ka1

13.Kxb3 h2 14.Ba3 h1Q 15.Bb2 mate, or Kxaz
10.Sc1+ Kai 11.Bf6 mate.

vi) g1Q 11.Bf6+ Sd4+ 12.Bxd4+ Qxd4 13.5xd4
h2 14.Sb3 mate.

vii) 11.Kc1? Sd3+ 12.5xd3 g1Q+ 13.5xg1 h2
draws.

viii) g1Q 12.5xg1 h2 13.Se2 h1Q 14.Bf6+ Kb
15.Bb2 see main.

ix) Sf3 17.5g3 Sd2+ 18.Ka3 Sf119.Sh1 wins.

No 23510 Marco Campioli (Italy). I: dia-
gram, Win II: wPhs to f2, Draw III: +bPa3,
Draw IV: Kh1 to {3, Win

I: 1axby/i g2/ii 2.Bh2/iii Qxh2/iv 3.b8Q
g1Q/v 4.Bb7+ Qhg2 5.Bxg2+ Qxg2+ 6.Qby hg
7.Qxg2+/vi Kxg2 8.Kb8/vii h3 9.a8Q+ wins.

II: 1.Bxgz Qxg3 (f1Q; Bby+) 2.axby Qg2
(f1Q; b8QY) 3.Bh3 Qxh3 4.b8Q f1Q 5.Qby+ Qfg2
(Qhg2) 6.Qxg2+ Qxg2+ 7.Kb8 draws.

III: 1.Bxgs/viii Qxg3 2.axby/ix Qf3 3.Be6/x
Kg1 4.Ba2/xi h4/xii 5.Kb8 Qf8+ 6.Kc7 Qcs+
7.Kb8 h3 8.a8Q h2 9.Qay draws.

IV: 1.axby g2 2.Bes/xiii Qxay+ (Qcs; b8Q)
3.Kxay g1Q+ 4.Ka8 (Ka6? Qfi+;) Qcs 5.b8Q
Qas+ 6.Kby (Qay? Qxes;) Qbs+ 7.Kay (Kcy?
Qxes+;) Qcs+ 8.Ka6 Qc6+ 9.Kas Qcs+ 10.Kag
(Qbs? Qxc8;) Qcg+ 11.Ka3 wins.

i) 1.Bxg3? Qxg3 2.axby Qg2 3.Kb8 Qg3+
draws.

ii) h4 2.Bxg3 hxgs (Qxg3; b8Q) 3.b8Q g2
4.Bb7 wins.

iii) 2.Bcy? (Bd6?, etc) Qxay+ 3.Kxay g1Q+
draws.

iv) Kxh2 3.b8Q+ Kh1 4.Bb7, or Qxa7+ 3.Kxay
Kxh2 4.b8Q+ win.

No 23508 M. Hlinka
7th honourable mention
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v) Qxb8+ 4.axb8Q g1Q 5.Bb7+ wins,

vi) 7.Kb8? Qxb7+ 8.Kxb7 h3 9.a8Q h2 draws.

vii) 8.Kb7? h3 9.a8Q h2 10.Kb6+ Kg1 11.Qa1+
Kg2 draws.

viii) 1.axby? g2 2.Bes Qxay+ 3.Kxay g1Q+
4.Ka6 Qf1+ 5.Kay Qf2+ 6.Ka6 Qe2+ 7.Ka7 Qxes
wins.

ix) a2 3.b8QQ, or Qg2 3.Be6 draw.

x) 3.Bd7? a2 4.Kb8 a1Q 5.a8Q Qfs+ 6.Kc8
Qh8+, or 3.Kb8? a2 4.a8Q Qfs+ 5.Kay a1Q+
6.Kb6 Qd6+ win.

xi) 4.Bb3? (Bcg? hg;) Qxb3 5.b8Q Qds+
6.Qby Qg8+ 7.Qb8 Qg2+ 8.Qby a2 9.Kb8 a1Q
10.a8Q Qg8+ wins.

xii) Kf2 5.Kb8 Qf8+ 6.Kc7 Qcs+ 7.Kb8 draws.

xiii) 2.Bc7? Qxaz+ 3.Kxay g1Q+ draws, or
2.Bd6? Qxay+ 3.Kxay g1Q+ 4.Ka6 Qai+ 5.Kbs
Qb2+ draws.

No 23511 Sergey Kasparyan (Armenia). 1...
Kcs+ 2.Kb8 Sc6+ 3.Kc7 Sxas 4.Bf2+ Kb4 5.5d4/i
Bds 6.Be1+ Kcs 7.5c2 Be4 8.Bbsg+ Kds 9.5a3 Scé
10.Bb7 wins.

i) 5.Be1+? Kcs 6.Bxas Be2 7.Bb6+ Kbg4 8.Kc6
Bf3+ 9.Kc7 Be2 positional draw.

No 23512 Leonid Topko (Ukraine). 1.a8Q+
Kxa8 2.Kxc7/i g1Q 3.Rag+ Qaz+ 4.Rxay+ Kxay
5.b6+ Ka8 6.b7+ Kay 7.Sc6+ Kaé6 8.Sbg+ (b8Q?

Bf4+;) Kas 9.Sds (Sd3? Bh4;) Bh4 10.Kd8/ii e6+
11.Kc8/iii Bg3 12.Sc7 wins.

i) 2.Kc8? g1Q 3.Rag+ Qay 4.Rxay+ Kxay and
Black wins.

ii) 10.Kd7? Bg4+ 11.Kc6 Bg3 and Black wins.
iii) 11.Kd7? Be8+ 12.Kc8 wastes time.

No 23513 Janos  Mikitovics  (Hungary).
1.5xd4 Bxd4 2.fxe3+ Ke2 3.Rf2+ (exd4? Rxg2;)
Kxf2/i 4.Rf8+ (exd4? Rxg2;) Ker (Kxe3; g8Q)
5.exd4/ii Rxgz 6.g8Q Rfi/iii 7.Qe6+/iv Re2
8.Rxf1+ Kxf1 9.Qc6/v Kf2/vi 10.Kxg4 (Qh1? g3;)
c2/vii 11.Qh1 Ke3 12.Qc1+ Kd3 13.Kxh3z hiQ+
14.Qxh1 Kd2 15.Kg4 (Qa1? c1Q;) c1Q 16.Qxc1+
(Qh6+? Res;) Kxc1 17.Kfs Rd2/viii 18.Kes Kc2
19.bs/ix Kc3 20.Kd6/x Kb4 21.b6 Kas 22.b7 Rb2
23.Kc7 draws.

i) Kxe3 (Ke1; exd4) 4.Re8+ Kxf2 s5.Rf8+
Ke3 6.g8Q Rdi1 7.Qe6+ Kd2 8.Qa2+ c2 9.Rd8,
and: Rhe1 10.Rxd4+ Ke3 11.Rxg4 c1Q 12.Rg3+
Kdg (Kfs; Qf7+) 13.Qay+, or: hxg2 10.Rxd4+
Ke3z 11.Req4+ Kxeq 12.Qxc2+ Kez 13.Qc3+ Rd3
14.Qes+ Kd2 15.Qb2+ Kd1 16.Qa1+ Ke2 17.Qes+
Re3 18.Qb2+ perpetual check.

ii) 5.g8Q? Rf1 6.Re8 Bf6+ wins.

iii) Kd2 7.Qa2+ c2 8.d5 Rb19.Rc8 Kc110.Qa3+
Kdi1 11.Qd3+ draws.

iv) 7Ra8? (Re8+? Kd2;) Kf2 8.Rf8+ Kg1 wins.

v) 9.Qfs+? Ke1 10.Qf4 Kdi1 11.Qfi+ Kd2
12.Qf4+ Kc2 13.Qf5+ Kb2 wins.

No 23511 S. Kasparyan
3rd commendation
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No 23512 L. Topko
4th commendation
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No 23513 J. Mikitovics
sth commendation
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vi) c2 10.Qh1+, or Kg1 10.Qxc3 h1Q 11.Qc1+
Kg2 12.Qc6+ Kh2 13.Qc7+ Kg1 14.Qc1+, or Rg2
10.Qxc3 draw.

vii) Kg1 11.Qxc3 h1Q (Rg2+; Kh4) 12.Qc1+
Kg2 13.Qc6+ Kh2 14.Qc7+ Kg1 15.Qc1+ draws.

viii) Kd2 18.d5 Kc3 19.d6 Rd2 20.Ke6 draws.

ix) Try: 19.Kd6? Kb3 20.Kc5 Rec2+ 21.Kbs
Kc3 22.Kcs (ds5 Kd4;) Kd3+ 23.Kds Rb2 24.Kcs
Ke4 25.b5 Kf5 26.ds5 Kf6 27.b6 Ke7 wins.

x) 20.Kds5? Kb4 21.Kc6 Rc2+ wins.

No 23514 Y. Robinson
6th commendation
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No 23514 Yechiel Robinson (USA). 1.Sg6
f3/i 2.Sh4+ Kxes 3.Sxf3+ Ke4/ii 4.Se1 Kdg4/iii
5.5c2+ Kc4 (Kd3) 6.Sa1 wins.

i) Kxg6 2.e6, or Ke6 2.Sxf4+ win.

ii) Kds 4.Sd2 Kd4 5.Sb3+ Kd3 6.Sa1 wins.

iii) Ke3 5.Ke7 Kd2 6.Kd6 Kxe1 7.b4 wins.

No 23515 ]. Timman
special commendation
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No 23515 Jan Timman (the Netherlands).
1.h6/1 Rgs/ii 2.Sxgs/iii g2/iv 3.Sh3/v gxh3 4.hy
Qa1 5.b7 g1Q+ 6.Ka6, and:

— Qgb1 7.5b2 wins, or:
— Qg3 7.Ses5 wins.

i) 1.b7? Qb3 2.Sb6 Qxe6 3.b8Q+ Kf7 draws.

ii) Rh7 2.b7 Qb3 3.Sb6 wins.

iii) 2.h7? Qh2 3.b7 Rbs and Black wins.

iv) Qh2 3.Sd6+ exd6 4.b7 wins.

v) 3.h7? Qa1 4.Sh3/vi Qd4 5.Ka8 Kf8 6.by
Kg7 draws.

vi) 4.b7 g1Q+ 5.Ka6 Qh2 and Black wins.
After Marwitz 1992 (EG#09610).

HH: The award states that this is a double
Novotny, but of course it is a double Plachutta.
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Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen judged this annual informal tourney of the Israeli Chess Federation
and considered the level as being average. Gady Costeff assisted in soundness and anticipation
checking. This year, all participating studies were published in Variantim. The award was published
in Variantim no. 80 iv2o20 with the usual three month confirmation time.

No 23516 A. Avni
1st prize
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No 23516 Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Bgs+/i
Kxgs/ii 2.Sh7+ Khé/iii 3.h4 g1Q 4.Sg5 (Kh8?
Qai+;) Sf6+/iv 5.Kh8 Qxgs 6.f4/v Qds 7.5f5+
gxfs (Qxfs) stalemate.

i) 1.5d5+? Kf5 2.Se3+ Sxe3 3.Bxe3 g1Q 4.hg
Qg4 5.Bgs Qxgs 6.hxgs h4 7.Kf7 h3 8.5xg6 Kxgs
9.Se5 Kf4 wins.

ii) Kes 2.Sexg6+ Kd6 3.h3 g1Q 4.hxg4 draws.

iil) Kf4 3.Sxg6+ Ke4 4.Sg5+, or Kh4 3.Sxg6+
draw.

iv) Ses 5.Kh8, or Qxf2 5.5f7+ Qxf7+ 6.Kxf7
draws.

v) 6.hxgs+? Kxgs 7.f4+ Kg4 8.5Sxg6 Sds wins.

“Is one move enough to win a tournament?
Of course it is, if the move is shocking enough.
Here 6.f4!! introduces a new theme: a queen
which is already under threat is threatened
once again, seemingly allowing it to escape
capture altogether. So why is that escape not
possible after all? Because the second threat to
the queen simultaneously sets up a stalemate
threat. I think that this study shows more than
anything that there are plenty of new themes

to explore out there. The introduction is good,

play is sharp and pointed. This study is for the
books”.

No 23517 P. Arestov & D. Keith
and prize

BB

% %
5

e m o mom
gL N
B B Ean
AN B
///%%
e o E B

c1c8 0443.21 5/5 Win

\
\\

No 23517 Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Daniel
Keith (France). 1.Rh8+ Bd8/i 2.g7 Sf6 3.c6/ii
Sg8/iii 4.Rxg8/iv d2+ 5.Kc2/v d1Q+ 6.Kxd1 Re8
7.Rf8/vi Rxf8 8.gxf8S/vii Bcy 9.Bg1 Bas 10.Se6
wins.

i) Kb7 2.Rb8+ Kc6 3.Rxb6+ Kxcs5 4.Bg1 wins.

ii) 3.Rf8? Re7 4.Rxf6 Rxgy draws.

iii) Re7 4.c7 Rxc7+ 5.Bxc7 Kxc7 6.Rf8 wins.

iv) 4.c7? Bgs 5.Rxg8+ Re8+ wins.

v) 5.Kxd2? Re8 6.Rf8 Rxf8 7.gxf8S Bcy 8.Bg1
Bas+ 9.Kd3 Kcy draws.

vi) 7Rh8? Rxh8 8.gxh8S B¢y 9.Bg1 Bas 10.5g6
Kc7 draws.

vii) 8.gxf8Q? stalemate, or 8.gxf8B? Bey
9.Bd6 Bxf8 10.Bxf8 Kcy draws.

“This is a fine study for solving with Black
counter-play 3..5¢8 and 4...d2+ for stalemate.
The highlight is 5.Kc2 predicting the knight
promotion and BlacK’s potentially saving check
on as’.

No 23518 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Rc8+
Kt7 2.Rc7+/i Kt8/ii 3.hy Qgy+/iii 4.Ke6 (Rxg7?
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No 23518 P. Arestov
3rd prize
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No 23519 E. Egorov
& P. Kiryakov
1st honourable mention
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No 23520 B. Djuradevic¢
2nd honourable mention
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Kxg7;) Qh8/iv 5.Kds5 bg 6.Ke4/v b3 7.Kd3 b2
8.Kc2 b1Q+ 9.Kxb1 Qd4 (Ke8; Rc8+) 10.Rc8+
Kf7 11.h8Q wins.

i) 2.Rxg8? Kxg8 3.Kd4 Khy draws.

ii) Ke8 3.h7 Qh8+ 4.Ke4 Kf8 5.Kd3 b4 6.Kc2
wins.

iii) Qh8+ 4.Kds b4 5.Ke4 wins.

iv) Qxcy 5.h8Q mate, or Qh6 5.Kf6 Qh1
6.Rc8 mate.

v) 6.Kcq? Qc3+ 7.Kbs Qes+ 8.Kag Qxcy
9.h8Q+ Key 10.Qgy+ Kd6 draws.

“A natural position leads to fascinating play.
With 3... Qg7+ Black tries to build a bridge
for his king to get to h8 but White does not
cooperate. Instead, winning the queen can
be postponed. Even the final trip to stop the
b-pawn has a nice detour via e4. A good study
for solving”.

HH suspects that Black has perpetual check
in the final position, e.g. 11...Qd1+ 12.Kb2 Qd2+
13.Kb3 Qds+ 14.Rc4 Qb7+ 15.Rb4 Qds+ 16.Kb2
Qd2+ 17.Ka3z Qd3z+ 18.Rb3 Qa6+ 19.Kb2 Qe2+
20.Kc3 Qe3+ 21.Kcq Qe6+ 22.Kbg Qb6-+.

No 23519 Evgeny Egorov & Petr Kiryakov
(Russia). 1.Rb1 d4 2.cxd4 c3 3.Rf1/i c2 4.Rci/ii
Kds 5.Kh8 Kc4/iii 6.Rxc2+ Kd3 7.Rc1 (Rxf2?
Kxe3;) Kxe3 8.ds Kd2 9.Rhi1/iv e3 10.d6 e2 11.d7
e1Q/v 12.d8Q+ Ke2 13.Qey+ Kd2 14.Qd6+ Ke2
15.Qes5+ Kd2 16.Qd4+ Kc2 (Ke2; Rh3) 17.Rh2
wins.

i) 3.Kh7? Kds 4.Rf1 c2 5.Rc1 Kcg 6.Rxca+
Kd3 7.Rc1 Kxe3 8.d5 Kd2 9.Rh1 e3 10.d6 e2

11.d7 e1Q 12.d8Q+ Ke2 13.Qe7+ Kd2 14.Qd6+
Ke2 15.Qes5+ Kd2 16.Qd4+ Ke2 17.Rh2 Qbi+
18.Kh6 Qfs5 draws. If 3.Kg7? Kds 4.Rf1 c2 5.Rc1
Kc4 6.Rxc2+ Kd3 7.Rc1 Kxe3 8.ds Kd2 9.Rh1 e3
10.d6 e2 11.d7 e1Q draws.

ii) 4.Kh8? Kd6 5.Rc1 Kds zz.

iii) Ke6 6.Kg7 Kds 7.Kf6 Kc4 8.Rxc2+ Kd3
9.Rxf2 wins.

iv) 9.Ra1? e3 10.d6 e2 11.d7 e1Q 12.d8Q+ Ke2
13.Qe8+ Kf1 14.Qes Qxazi.

v) 1Q 12.d8Q+ Kc2 13.Qc7+ Kd3 14.Qd6+
Ke3 15.Qes+ Kf3 16.Qf5+ wins.

“This ambitious study was very hard for me
to evaluate. At move 3 or 5, White has to make
a waiting move with his king and the choice is
between Kg7, Khy and Kh8. After the first two
moves, Black has a disturbing check on either
g1 or b1 much later. At the moment of the fore-
sightful move Kg8-h8 it is not at all obvious
that king safety is more important than king
activity and this makes the move very surpris-
ing and attractive. I find the rest of the play less
interesting. In the position with Q and R vs
Q and P there are numerous alternatives that
are very difficult to evaluate without computer
assistance”.

No 23520 Branislav Djurasevi¢ (Serbia).
1.Bh3/i g3+/ii 2.Kgu/iii, and:
— Sf2 3.Bc8/iv Bxhs/v 4.Kg2/vi Sh1 5.Bby/vii
Ke2 6.Kg1 Sf2 7Kg2 Shi1 8.Kg1 Bfs 9.Bxf3+
Kxf3 10.Kxh1 zz draws, or:
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— Bxhs 3.Bg2 Sf2 4.Bf3/viii Bg6 9bxf3 stale-
mate;) 5.Kg2 Sh1 6.Kg1 Sf2 7.Kg2 Beg 8.Kxg3
draws.

i) 1.h6? Kxf1 2.hy Bdy 3.h8Q g3+ 4.Kxh1 Bc6
mate, or 1.Bg2? Bxhs 2.Kxhi Kf2 wins.

ii) gxh3 2.h6 Bg6 3.Kxh1 Kf2 4.Kh2 Bfs 5.h7,
or Bxhs 2.Bxg4, or Sf2 2.h6 Bg6 3.Bg2 draw.

iii) Thematic try: 2.Kxh1? Kf2 3.Bg2 Bxhs
4.Bds Bf3+ 5.Bxf3 Kxf3 zz, wins.

iv) 3.Bfs? Bxhs 4.Kg2 Shi 5.Beq Ke2 6.Kg1
Sf2, or 3.Be6? Sd3 4.Kg2 Sfg+, or 3.Bg2? Ke2
4.Bby Ke3 5.Kg2 Kfs win.

v) Bc6 4.Bf5 Sd1 5.h6 Sc3 6.Bg4 (Bd3) draws.

vi) 4.Bb7? Bgé6 5.Bf3 Be4 6.Kg2 Bxf3+ wins.

vii) 5.Kg1? Bg6 6.Bby Sf2 wins.

viii) 4.Bc6? Bg6 5.Kg2 Beqg+ 6.Kgi1 Sh3+
mate, avoiding 6...Bxc6? stalemate.

“This study features a fascinating situation
where Black’s Shi is able to sit unharmed cov-
ering g3. White’s bishop has to play especially
one star move 3.Bc8! to stay out of harm’s way

and secure the win. In the other mainline an-
other star move, 4.Bf3!, occurs”.

No 23521 D. Gurgenidze
& M. Minski
3rd honourable mention
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No 23521 David Gurgenidze (Georgia) &
Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Sc4 Bcy/i 2.5d6
Bxdé/ii 3.Rg4 Bds+ 4.Kxds Rxay 5.hy/iii Bes
6.Kxes/iv Sf3+ 7Keq/v Rez+ 8.Kd3z/vi Ses+
9.Kd4/vii Sxty/viii 10.Rg8 mate.

i) Bd4 2.Rbg Bxay 3.Sd6 Bcs 4.Rg4 wins.

iii) 5.Rg8+? Kxf7 6.Rg7+ Kf6 7.Rxay Bf8 8.hy
Bgy draws.

iv) 6.Rg8+? Kxf7 7.Kxes Ras+ 8.Keq Rag+
draws.

v) 7Kd6? Ra6+ 8.Kcy Rhé6, or 7.Kds? Ras+
8.Ke6 Ra6+ draw.

vi) 8.Kds? Res+ 9.Kd6 Rhs draws.

vii) 9.Kc3? Rc7+ 10.Kd4 Sxf7, or 9.Kd2? Rd7+
10.Ke2 Sxf7 draw.

viii) Sxg4 10.h8Q+ Kxf7 11.Qhs+ wins.

“The final part beginning with 5.h7 shows
smooth, attractive play leading to mate but the
introduction leaves a rather messy impression
with difficult sidelines (although the idea of
sacrificing on dé6 is good)”.

No 23522 M. Pasman & Y. Afek
1st commendation
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No 23522 Michael Pasman (Israel) & Yo-
chanan Afek (the Netherlands/Israel). 1.0-O/i
Ke7 2.Ra1 Ra3 3.g4 Kdy 4.Kh2 Kc6 5.g3 Ra8
6.Kg2 (Kh3) Kbs 7.c6 Kcg 8.c; Kb3 9.Re1 Rc8
10.Re3+ Kbg 11.Re4+ Kbs 12.Re1 Rxc7 13.Ra1
Ray 14.Kh3 Kc4 15.Rxa2 Rxax2 stalemate.

i) 1.Kf2? Ra3 2.Ra1 g4, or 1.Kd2? Ra3z 2.Ra1
Rxg3 win.

“If played in a game the move 3.g4 and the
plan behind it would have been praised to the
skies. However, the idea of hiding the king for
this particular stalemate is not new. Still I think
the castling and the general elegance of the
play is enough to merit a commendation. The
study would be excellent calculation practice
for strong players”.

No 23523 Daniele Gatti (Italy). 1.58/i Rxg2
2.Ragq+/ii bxag 3.Sxd7 Rg8+ 4.Khy Rg7+ 5.Kh6
Rg6+ 6.Khs Rgs+ 7Khg4 Rg4+ 8.Kh3 Rg3+
9.Kh2 Rg2+ 10.Kh1 Rh2+ 11.Kg1 Rg2+ 12.Kfi
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No 23523 D. Gatti
2nd commendation

No 23524 Y. Afek
& J. Mikitovics
3rd commendation

No 23525 A. Avni
& M. Minski
4th commendation
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Rf2+ 13.Ke1 Re2+ 14.Kd1 Rd2+ 15.Kc1 Rdi+
16.Kc2 Rd2+ 17.Kc3 Rd3+ 18.Kb4 Rb3+ 19.Kas/
iii Rbs+ 20.5xbs

i) 1.Kg8? Rxg2 2.Kf8 Rxg6 3.Sxbs Rhé
4.Rxa2+ Kb8 draws.

ii) Thematic try: 2.5xd7? Rg8+ 3.Khy Rg7+
4.Kh6 Rg6+ 5.Khs Rgs+ 6.Khg Rgg+ 7.Kh3
Rg3+ 8.Kh2 Rg2+ 9.Kh1 Rh2+ 10.Kg1 Rga+
11.Kf1 Rf2+ 12.Ke1 Re2+ 13.Kd1 Rd2+ 14.Ka
Rdi+ 15.Kc2 Rd2+, and 16.Kc3 Rd3+ 17.Kxd3
stalemate, or: 16.Kb3 Rxb2+ 17.Kc3 Rc2+ 18.Kd3
Re3+ 19.Ke2 Res3+ 20.Kf2 Rf3+ 21.Kg2 Rg3+
22.Kh1 Rh3+ 23.Kg1 Rg3+ 24.Kf1 Rf3+ 25.Ke1
Re3+ 26.Kd1 Rd3+ 27Kc1 Re3+ 28.Kb2 Rea+
29.Kb3 Rb2+ 30.Kc3 Re2+ 31.5xc2 stalemate.

iii) 19.Kxa4? Rbg+ 20.Kas Rbs+ 21.Sxbs
stalemate.

“This is an ambitious study requiring long
foresight. The starting position is close to gro-
tesque. On his second move White foresees a 15
moves long rambling rook sequence ending up
with his king needing the b4 square. Therefore
a rook sacrifice unblocking b4 is necessary be-
fore capturing on dy. The whole thing is rather
forced however, and I think the position is sim-
ply too heavy to merit a higher ranking”.

No 23524 Yochanan Afek (the Netherlands/
Israel) & Janos Mikitovics (Hungary). 1.d4+
(Rxc4+? Kbs;) Kds/i 2.bxc4+ Kxd4 3.Kb3 Rby
4.Rdi+ (c5? Be6+;) Kes/ii 5.Rd6/iii Bhy (Beg;
c5) 6.Ra6/iv Bg8 7Ra4 Kd4 8.Rxbg Bxcq+
9.Ka3 Ray+ 10.Ra4/v Rf7 11.Rb4 Rf3+ 12.Ka4/xi
Rf2 13.Kas Kcs 14.Rbs+ Bxbs stalemate.

a2C5 0430.22 4/5 Draw

hie1 3206.30 6/4 Win

i) Kxd4 2.Rxc4+ Kd3 3.Rxb4, or Kbs 2.bxc4+
Kag 3.Kb2 b3 4.Kc3 b2 5.Kxb2, or Kbé6 2.bxcy4
Be6 3.Kb3 draw.

ii) Bd3 5.c5 Rbs 6.c6 draws, or Ke4 5.Rd6
Bhy 6.Ra6 Kd4 7.Rag4 Bg8 8.Rxb4 see main line.

iii) 5.Rd5? Bdy 6.c5 Be6 wins.
iv) 6.Rd8? Bg6 7.Rds5 Bf7, or 6.Rd5? Bg8 win.
v) 10.Kb2? Kd3 11.Rb8 Ra2+ wins.

“This is a technical study for a text book
on practical endgames. The stalemate is well
known. The sidelines are good and clean and

help lift the study”

No 23525 Amatzia Avni (Israel) & Martin
Minski (Germany). 1.Rb8/i Qd3/ii 2.g8Q (g8R)
Sxg83.Re8+ Sey 4.Rxey+ Ses 5.Rxes+ Kf1 6.a8B/
iii Qg6 7.Kh2 Kxf2 (Qg1+; Kh3) 8.Rf4 mate.

i) 1.g8Q? Sxg8 2.Rb8 Qd1 (Qc1) draws.

ii) Qd1 2.Kg1 Ses 3.a8Q, and: Ke2+ 4.Kh2
Sf3+ 5.Qxf3+ Kxf3 6.Rf8+ Kez 7.Req+ Kf
8.Rxey Qd6+ (Qf3; Rei+) 9.Kh3 Qh2+ 10.Kg4
(Kxh2? stalemate), or: Sf3+ 4.Kg2 Sxh4+ 5.Kh3
Qd3+ 6.Kxh4 Qhy+ 7.Kg3 Qxg7+ 8.Kh2 Qh6+
9.Kg1 Qg6+ 10.Qg2 wins.

iii) 6.a8Q? Qf3z+ 7.Qxf3 stalemate. 6.Re1+?
Kxe1 7a8Q Qfi+ 8.Kh2 Qxf2+ 9.Kh3 Qe3+
10.Kg4 Qd4+ 11.Kh3 Qe3+ perpetual check.

“The final part of this study, 7..Kxf2 8.Rfs
mate, is highly artificial, when every chess
player would prefer the fighting chance 7...Qg1
8.Qh3 Qg8. In addition, the bishop on a8 is un-
necessary in the mating picture”.
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No 23526 V. Tarasiuk
sth commendation

>
B "y
_ @ >
//%7 _ M/ @7
_ %8%/ i
> 71///8
. nsA
. B

c3f4 0012.25 6/6 Win

27

&

Y

‘§

No 23526 Vladislav Tarasiuk
1.Sd3+ exd3 2.Bf2 exd4+ 3.Kd2/i g1Q 4.Bxg1 Kg3
5.Sc5/ii Kxh3/iii 6.5xd3 Kg2 7.Bf2/iv h3 8.Ke1 h2
9.5f4+ Khi1 10.Kf1 d3 11.Shs (Sxd3? stalemate)
d2 12.Sg3 mate.

(Ukraine).

i) Logical try: 3.Kxd3? g1Q 4.Bxg1 Kg3 5.5¢5
Kxh3 6.Se4 Kg2 7.Bf2 h3 draws.
ii) Try: 5.Se5? 2 6.Bxf2+ Kxf2 draws.

iii) f2 6.Se4+ Kxh3 7.Bxf2, or Kg2 6.Bxd4
f2 7Bxf2 Kxf2 8.Seq4+ Kg2 9.Sg5 Kg3 10.Kxd3
Kf4 11.Se4 Kf3 12.Kd4 Kf4 13.Kds Kf5 14.S¢c3 Kf4
15.5e2+ Kf3 16.5g1+ Kf2 17.Ke4 Kxg1 18.Kf3 Kh2
19.Kg4 wins.

iv) Logical try: 7.Bxd4? f2 8.Bxf2 h3 9.Ke2 h2
10.5f4+ Khi 11.Kf1 stalemate.

“In general, I am no fan of battles between
white minor pieces and an avalanche of black
pawns. Even though the bK is skilfully lured
to his cage on hi, and despite the good logical
try, I think this study has insufficient artistic
content to merit more than a commendation”

EG originals

Announcement: EG 2020-2021

EG, the only periodical exclusively devoted to endgame studies,
announces an informal tourney for original studies.
The studies and the award will be published in EG.

You are strongly urged to send only your best and most creative works.
The original’s editor will only select very good studies for publication.

Please send your originals in PGN-format to the editor
Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen at stjeffen@gmail.com

The judge for the 2020-2021 tourney is Arpad Rusz.




8th FIDE World Cup 2020

The tourney director of this multi-genre event (7 sections, for two-movers, three-movers,
more=movers, endgame studies, helpmates, selfmates, fairies and retros/proof-games) was Alek-
sandr Bulavka (Belarus). In total 370 entries by 225 composers from 37 countries participated. In
the endgame study section there were 56 studies by 56 composers (co-authorship was not allowed)
from 24 countries.

Yochanan Afek was the judge and was assisted by Gady Costeff for soundness and correctness
checking. After the preliminary award was published, some claims were submitted to the tourney
director. A claim regarding unsoundness of the first prize winner was refuted (with the help of GM
Alan Greenfeld). There were also anticipation claims which were considered by the judge. He con-
cluded that some cases were relevant (leading to changes in the ranking) and other cases were not.

So far the formal part. Regrettably, a couple of participants behaved in an unsportsmanlike man-
ner and started discussing the award in public in improper language using defamatory words against
the gold medal study and the judge. Such behaviour is unacceptable.

Further, there is one golden rule regarding claims: you may submit claims about unsoundness
and anticipation, but NOT about the ranking. My own policy is to ignore such false claims (and as

a tourney director I do not forward those to the judge).

No 23527 D. Hlebec
1st prize (gold medal)
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No 23527 Darko Hlebec (Serbia). 1...
fiS+ 2.Rhxf1 (Rfxf1 Sxfi+) Sxfi+ 3.Ke2 (Rxf1?
Rxds+;) Raxds 4.Ses/i Sg3+ 5.Kf3 Bf6 6.Qbg+/
ii R7d6 7.Qb7+/iii Ke6 8.Qc8+ Kxes (Ke7; Sc6)
9.Qxf5+ Sxfs 10.Re4 mate.

i) 4.Rxh4? Sg3+ 5.Qxg3 Rd2+ draws.

ii) 6.Qa3+? R7d6 7.Qaz+ Ke6 draws.

iii) 7.5c4? Bc3 8.Qa3 Rd3+ 9.Kg2 Bes draws.

“This is the most daring entry in the field. A
single rook mating in midboard following 4
active self-blocks! The fluent and natural in-
troductory play with all units active is high-
lighted by a queen sacrifice. The first 3 moves

with Black to play and piece exchanges should
be improved”.

This study was claimed to be cooked by:
8.Sc4 Rd3+ 9.Kg2 Rd8 10.Rf3 Rxf3 11.Qc6+ Key
12.Qxf3 Rg8 13.Qb7+ Ke6 14.Qc6+ Key 15.Qd6+
Kf7 16.Qds+ Kf8 17.Kf3 Seq 18.Qxfs wins
(EGTB). However, this was refuted by: 9...Se4
10.Sxd6 Rd2+ 11.Kf3 Rd3+ 12.Ke2 Rd2+ 13.Ke1
Rxd6, and 14.Qb3+ (Qc8+ Key;) Kes 15.Qf3
Keé6, or: 14.Rf3 Bhg+ 15.Ke2 Rd2+ 16.Kf1 Rf2+
17.Rxf2 Bxf2 drawing.

No 23528 O. Pervakov
2nd prize (silver medal)
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No 23528 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.Bh3/i
Bf3+/ii 2.Ke1/iii Sb4/iv 3.Kf1 Bg4/v 4.3 Sd3/vi
5.Bf2+ Sxf2 6.Kxf2, and
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— Bxf3 (Bc8;Bxc8) 7.Kxf3 g4+ 8.Kfs gxh3 9.g3
mate, or:

— Bxh3 7.g3 mate.

i) 1.Be2? (Bfs? Bxg2;) Sb4 2.g3+ Kh3 3.Bxhs
Kg2 draws.

ii) Sb4 2.Kd2 wins, or g4 2.Bf6 mate.

iii) Try: 2.Kd2? Bgs4 3.f3 Kg3 4.Bes+ Khg
5.Ke3 Sbg 6.Bd6 Sds+ 7.Kf2 Sf4 8.Bxg4 hxgq
9.g3+ Kh3 10.gxf4 gxf4 draws.

iv) Bg4 3.£3 Kg3 4.Bes+ Kh4 5.Kf2 wins.

v) Sc6 4.Bc3 Bg4 5.Bei, or Sds 4.Bfs, or Sd3
4.Bfs, or Sc2 4.Bes win.

vi) Bxf3 5.Bf2 mate, or Kg3 5.Bes+ Kh4 6.Kg1
wins.

“We see a subtle and eye-catching struggle by
minor pieces to trap the Black monarch, lead-
ing to a surprising mutual zugzwang followed
by a pair of ideal mates. The quiet and precise
support of the wK all the way through is im-
pressive. An original piece of fine art!”.

No 23529 ]. Aagaard
3rd prize (bronze medal)
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No 23529 Jacob Aagaard (Great Britain).
1.g4/1 hxga/ii 2.Kg3/iii f4+ 3.Kxg4 Rxf2 4.a6/iv
Ke6 5.Rh8/v Ra2 6.Kxf3 Ra3z+ 7.Kg2/vi Kfs/vii
8.Ra8 Ke4 9.a7 Raz+/viii 10.Kh1/ix 3 (Ke3; Re8)
zz 11.Kg1 Ke3 12.Re8 Rai+ 13.Kh2 f2 14.Rxes+
Kf4 15.Re7/x Rhi+ 16. Kxh1 f1Q+ 17.Kh2 Qf2+
18.Kh1 Kg3 19.Rg7+ Kxh3 20.Rh7+ draws.

i) 1.Rxhs? Rxfa+ 2.Kg1 Rg2+ 3.Kf1 Ke6, or
1.Kg1? Re1+ 2.Khz2 e4 3.Rxhs e3 win.

ii) Rxf2+ (e4; Kg3) 2.Kg3 Rfi 3.gxfs Kf6
4.Rag, or f4 2.gxhs Rxf2+ 3.Kg1 Rg2+ 4.Kf1 e4
5.Rxf4 draws,

iii) 2.Rh7+? (hxg4? f4;) Ke6 3.Kg3 f4+ 4.Kxg4
Rxf2 transposing to 4.Rh7?

iv) 4.Rh5? Ke6 5.a6 Kds 6.a7 Ra2 7.Kxf3 Raz+
8.Kg4 Rxay, or 4.Rh7+? Ke6 5.a6 e4 6.Kxfg Rg2
7.Kxeq f2 8.Rh6+ Kf7 9.Rhy+ Kg6 10.a7 f1Q
11.a8Q Re2+ wins.

v) 5.Rh6+? Kds 6.Rb6 Rgz+ 7.Kxf3 Rg3+
8.Kf2 Ra3 wins.

vi) 7.Kg4? Rg3+ 8.Kh4 Rg7 9.Rf8 Kds 10.Khs
Keg 11.h4 f3 12.Kh6 Ray 13.Rf6 Ke3 14.hs5 f2
15.Kg6 Rxa6 16.Rxa6 f1Q and this is not a
fortress: 17.Rf6 Qg2+ 18.Kf7 Qe4 19.Ke6 Kd4
20.Rg6 Qds+ 21.Kf6 e4 22.h6 e3 23.Rg4+ Kd3
24.hy7 Qdé+ 25.Kg5 Qes+ 26.Kg6 e2 wins, or
7.Kf2? Kf5 8.Ra8 Ke4 9.a7 Ra2+ 10.Kg1 f3.

vii) Rg3+ (Raz2+; Kf3) 8.Kf2 Rgy 9.Ra8 Kfs
10.h4 Ke4 11.hs5 £3 12.h6 Rh7 13.a7 draws.

viii) Rg3+ 10.Kf2 Rgy 11.h4 {3 12.Rf8 draws.

ix) 10.Kg1? (Kf1? Kf3;) f3, and now: 11.Kh1
Ke3 12.Re8 Rxay 13.Rxes+ Kfsz 14.Re8 Rai+
15.Kh2 f2 16.Rf8+ Ke3 17.Kg2 Rgi+ wins, or:
11.h4 (Kf1) Ke3 12.Re8 Rai+ 13.Kh2 f2 14.Rxe5+
Kf4 15.Re7 Rhi+ 16.Kxhi fiQ+ 17.Kh2 Qf2+
18.Kh1 Kg3 19.Rg7+ Kh3 wins.

x) 15.Re8? Rhi+ 16.Kxh1 fiQ+ 17.Kh2 Qf2+
18.Kh1 Qf3+ 19.Kh2 Qg3+ wins.

“This is an inventive tactical rook ending
likely to be appreciated as a practical challenge.
In a seemingly desperate position White ac-
tively exploits his only counter chances to be
eventually saved by a positional draw follow-
ing reciprocal zugzwang. The choice between
the tempting 15.Re8? and the surprising 15.Rey!
is instructive”.

No 23530 B. Djurasevic¢
4th prize
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No 23530 Branislav Djurasevi¢ (Serbia).
1.b6 Rby/i 2.Baz Bxaz 3.a6 Rfy+/ii 4.Kxf7
Kxd6+ 5.Kf8/iii Bcg/iv 6.a7 Bds 7.Ses5/v Kes/vi
8.Sd7+ Kdé/vii 9.Ke8 Bby 10.Kd8 Kc6 11.Key
Kds/viii 12.Kf7 (Kf8? Kc6;) Kd6/ix 13.Ke8 Kds
14.Ke7 Kc6 15.Kd8 Ba8 (Kdé6; Scs) 16.Kc8 Bby+
17.Kb8 wins.

i) Rdy 2.Bfs Rxd6 3.Key Ba6 (Rc6; Ke8)
4.Sf4+, and Kes 5.Sd3+ Bxd3 6.b7, or Kc6 5.Be4+
Kcs 6.Se6+ win.

ii) Rb8+ 4.Key Bc4 5.a7 Ra8 6.Ses, or Rxb6
4.a7 Ra6 5.d7 win.

iii) 5.Ke8? Kc6 6.b7 Kcy 7.Se7 Be6 8.Sc6
Bd7+, or 5.Kf6? Bc4 6.a7 Bds 7.Se5 Kcs 8.Sd7+
Kdé6 draw.

iv) Kc6 6.b7 Kc7 7.Se7 Be6 8.Sc6 wins.

v) Thematic try: 7.Se7? Bb7 8.Ke8 Kcs 9.5¢8
Kc6 10.Kd8 Ba8 draws as c8 is not accessible
for the wK.

vi) Kxes 8.Ke7 Bc6 9.Kd8 Kd6 10.Kc8 wins.

vii) Kbs 9.Ke7 Ka6 10.Kd6 Bf3 11.Kcy wins.

viii) Ba8 12.Ke8 Bb7 13.Kd8 Kdé6 14.Sc5 Kxcs
15.Kc7 wins.

ix) Kc6 13.Ke6 Ba8 14.Ke7 Bb7 15.Kd8, or Ba8
13.Ke8 Bb7 14.Ke7 Kc6 15.Kd8 win.

“We see a precise and original triangulation
manoeuvre by the wK to support his frag-
ile pawn pair and clumsy knight on the far
queenside”.

No 23531 A. Sochnev
5th prize
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No 23531 Aleksey Sochnev (Russia).
1.Sf2+/i Kc2 2.Sd3/ii a3 3.Se1+ Kc1 (Kd2; c4)
4.c4 a2 5.Ra3/iii Kb2 6.Ra4/iv h4/v 7.6 exf6 8.e7

Sc7 9.Kbé6/vi Se8 10.c5 dxcs 11.Kxcs/vii a1Q/
viii 12.5d3+ Kb1 13.Rxa1+ Kxa1 14.ds h3 15.d6
Sxd6 16.Kxd6 e1Q/ix 17.Sxer h2 18.e8Q hiQ
19.Qag+ Kb2 20.Qc2+ Ka3 21.Sd3 Qa1/x 22.Qc4
Qb1 23.Kc7 zz Qb3 24.Qa6+ Qa4 25.Qd6+ Kaz
26.Qh2+ Ka3 27.Qb2 mate.

i) 1.Rd3+? Kc2 2.Re3 Kd2 3.Req4 Kd3 4.5f2+
Kd2 5.Sh3 Kd3 6.Sf2+ Kd2 positional draw.

ii) 2.Re3? Kd2 3.Rd3+ Kc2 4.Re3 Kd2 posi-
tional draw.

iii) 5.Rc3+? Kb2 6.Rc2+ Kb1 7.Rxa2 Kxaz2 see
6.Rxa2+?

iv) Thematic try 6.Rxa2+? Kxa2 7.f6 exf6
8.e7 Sc7 9.Kb6 Se8 10.c5 dxcs 11.Kxcs5 hg 12.ds
h3 13.d6 Sxd6 14.Kxd6 h2 15.e8Q h1Q 16.Qxe2+
Ka3 17.Qd3+ Kag 18.Qc4+ Kas draws. Thematic
try: 6.Kag? a1Q 7.Sd3+ Kb1 8.Rxai+ Kxai1 9.f6
exf6 10.e7 Sc7 11.d5 h4 12.c5 Se8 13.cxd6 Sxd6
14.Kb4 h3 15.Kc5 Seq+/xi 16.Kbg Sd6 17.Kcs
Se4+ 18.Kd4 Sd6 positional draw. 6.Kb4? a1Q
7.5d3+ Kb1 8.Rxai+ Kxai 9.f6 exf6 10.e7 Scy
11.¢c5 Sds5+ draws.

v) Sc7 7.f6 exf6 8.e7 see main line.

vi) Thematic try: 9.c5? dxcs 10.d5 Se8 11.Kbs
h3 12.Sd3+ Kbi 13.Rxa2 Kxa2 14.Sci+ Ka3
15.5xe2 ¢4 (Sd6+7?; Kc6) 16.Kxcqg Sdé+ 17.Kcs
Se4+ 18.Kd4 Sd6 19.Kcs Seq+ draws.

vii) Logical try: 11.dxc5? a1Q 12.Sd3+ Kb
13.Rxa1+ Kxai1 14.c6 h3 15.c7 Sxc7 16.Kxc7 e1Q
17.5xe1 h2 18.e8Q hi1Q 19.Qag+ Kb2 20.Qc2+
Ka3z 21.5d3 Qa1 22.Qcq4 Qb1 zz 23.Sc1 Kba/xii
24.Sd3+ Ka3z 25.Scs5/xiii Qhy+/xiv 26.Kb6 Qb1+
27.Kc7 Qhy+ positional draw.

viii) h3 12.8d3+ Kc2 13.Rxa2+ Kxd3 14.Ra1
Kd2 15.d5 e1Q 16.Rxe1 Kxe1 17.d6 h2 18.d7 h1Q
19.dxe8Q Qg1+ 20.Kbs5 Qf1+ 21.Ka5 Qd3 22.QdS8,
or Kb3 12.Rb4+ Kc3 13.Rc4+ Kd2 14.Rc2+ Kxe1
15.Rxa2 Kf116.Ra1+ e1Q 17.Rxe1+ Kxe1 18.ds h3
19.d6 win.

ix) h2 17.e8Q h1Q 18.Qa4+ wins.
x) Qb7 22.Qc1+ Kaz2 23.Qd2+ Kb1 24.Qe1+

Kc2 25.Sbg+ Kbz 26.Qdi1+ Ka3 27.Qai+ Kbz
28.Qaz+ Kc3 29.Qc2+ Kxb4 30.Qb2+ wins.

xi) Se8? 16.d6 Sxd6 17.Kxd6 e1Q 18.Sxe1 hz
19.e8Q h1Q 20.Qag+ Kb2 21.Qc2+ Ka3 22.5d3
Qa1 23.Qc4 Qb1 24.Kc7 zz, see main line.
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xii) But not Qhy+? 24.Kb6 Qb1+ 25.Kc6 Kb2
26.Sd3+ Ka3z 27.Qc3+ wins.

xiii) 25.Qc3+ Qb3 26.Qas+ Qa4 27.Qc3+ Qb3
draws.

xiv) Kb2? 26.Qb3+ Ka1 27.Qa3z+ Qa2 28.Sb3+
Kb1 29.Qc1 mate.

“This study is in two phases starting with
an eventful and epic introduction leading to a
new Q+ Kt vs. Q+P ending highlighted by a
familiar mutual zugzwang”

No 23532 V. Kuzmichev
1st special prize
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No 23532 Vladimir Kuzmichev (Russia).
1.Ke7/i, and:

— Kd1 2.Keé6/ii Kci/iii 3.Kdy/iv Kb1/v 4.Key
Kai/vi 5.Kdy/vii Kb1 (Kaz2; Sc6) 6.Ke7 Kc1
7.Kd7 Kb2 8.Ke6 Kc3 9.Kds Kbz 10.Ke6 Kc1
11.Kd7 Kb1 12.Ke7 draws, or:

— Sf3 2.Sb3 Ke3 3.Kd6 Sd2/viii 4.Sa5 Kd4 5.Kc6
Se4/ix 6.Kbs Kc3 7.Sc4 Kbz 8.Sas+ Kb
9.Kb4/x Sd2 10.Kag Kc3 11.Kbs Se4 12.Sc4
draws.

i) 1.Kf7? Sf3 2.Sb3 Ke3 3.Kf6 Sd2 4.Sc1 Se4+
5.Kes d2 wins.
ii) 2.Kd7? Kc1 3.Kc6 Kb2 4.Kbs Ka3z 5.Kcs

Sb3+ 6.Kc4 d2 7.Kc3 di1Q 8.Sc4+ Kaz wins.

iii) Kc2 3.S¢6 Kc3 (Sc4; Sb4+) 4.Ses wins.

iv) 3.Kes? Kc2 4.Kd4 Sf3+, or 3.Kds? Kb
4.Ke6 Kbz 5.Kds Kc3 6.Sb7 Seq 7.Kxe4 d2 wins.

v) Kb2 4.Ke6 Kc3 5.Kds draws.

vi) Ka2 5.Ke6

vii) 5.Kd6? Ka2 6.Kds Kb1 7.Kd4 Kc2 8.Kes
Kb2 9.Kds Kc3 10.Sb7 Se4 11.Kxe4 d2

viii) Sd4 4.Sa5 Ke4 5.Sc4 Sb3 6.Ke6 Kd4 7.Ses
Scs+ 8.Kfs d2 9.5f3+
ix) Sc4 6.Sb3+ Kc3 7.5¢5 d2 8.Se4+

x) 9.Kag? Sc3+ 10.Kbg Sds+ 11.Kag Sbé6+
12.Kb4 d2

“We see royal corresponding squares in a
knight ending with just 5 pieces! All the squares
around the wK are empty and yet, after each and
every black move, just one of them is available
to hold on. A remarkable positional draw! The
study is partly anticipated by a malyutka with a
similar setting by V. Tarasiuk 2016 (EG#21643).
Nevertheless, it still displays original contents
in its main lines that considerably enrich the
corresponding squares theme and justify keep-
ing it in the prize-winning category’.

No 23533 L. Gonzalez
and special prize
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No 23533 Luis Miguel Gonzalez (Spain).
1.h8R/i Qd8/ii 2.Rhs/iii Qf8 3.Rb3/iv Qfs

4.Rh8/v Qxds 5.Rbc3 Qd2/vi 6.f4+ Kg4 7.f5/vii

ds/viii 8.R3c2/ix h1Q+ 9.Rxhi Qfsg+ 10.Rf2/x
Qxc1+ 11.Kg2 Qe3 12.Rhf1/xi Qg3+ 13.Kh1 Qh3+
14.Kg1 Kgs 15.f6 wins.

i) 1.h8Q? hiQ+ 2.Qxh1 Qc4+ 3.Ke1 (Rxc4q
stalemate) Qb4+ 4.Kd1 (Rxb4 stalemate) Qd4+
5.Ke2 Qe3+ 6.Kxe3 stalemate, or 1.Rxc7? h1Q+
2.Ke2 Qxb1 3.h8Q Qbs+ 4.Kd2 Qxds+ perpet-
ual check.

ii) Qay 2.Ke2 Qa2+ 3.Kez Qay+ 4.Kd3 Qa3+
5.Rc3 Qa6+ 6.Rcqg Qaz+ 7.Kd4 Qay+ 8.Keq Qa2
9.Rcb4 wins.

iii) 2.Rhy7? Qf6 3.Rb3 Qd4 4.Kez2/xii Qxds
5.Rbcz Qes+ 6.Kd2 Qds+ 7.Rd3 Qa2+ 8.Rc2
Qas+ 9.Rdc3 ds 10.Kd3/xiii Qbs+ 11.Kd4 Qb6+
12.Kxds5 Qd8+ 13.Kc4 Qg8+ 14.Kd4 (Kd3 Qxhy;)
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Qd8+ 15.Ke3 Qb6+ 16.Rcs5 Qe6+ 17.Kd4 Qdé+
18.Kc4 Qe6+ 19.Kbs Qe8+

iv) 3.Rc3? Qf5 4.f4+ Kg4 5.Rxf5 h1Q+ draws.
3.Rg5+? Kf4 4.Rhs5 Kg3 repeats.

v) 4.Rh7? Qxds 5.Rbcz Qbs+ 6.Ke1 Qes+
7.Kd2 Qds+, or 4.f4+? Kg4 5.Rxh2 Qxf4+ 6.Rf2
Qxc1+ draw.

vi) Qbs+ 6.Ker1 Qes+ 7.Kd2 Qds+ 8.Rd3
Qa2+ 9.Rc2 Qas+ 10.Rdc3 ds 11.Kd3z Qbs+
12.Kd4 Qb6+ 13.Kxds wins.

vii) 7.Rhh3? d5 8.Rcg3+ Kxf4 9.Rf3+ Kg4, or
7.R3¢c2? h1Q+ 8.Rxh1 Qxf4+ draw.

viii) Qf4+ 8.Kg2 Qd2+ 9.Kh1 Qds+ 10.Kxh2,
or Kgs 8.f6 win.

ix) 8.f62 d4 9.R3c2 h1Q+ 10.Rxh1 Qf4+ 11.Rf2
Qxc1+ 12.Kg2 Qc6+ draw.

x) 10.Ke2? Qegq+ 11.Kd2 Qdg+ 12.Ke1 Qez+
13.Kd1 Qf3+ 14.Kd2 Qfg+ 15.Kc3 Qcg+ 16.Kd2
Qf4+ 17.Ke2 Qeq+ 18.Kf2 Qf3+ 19.Kg1 Qes+
20.Rf2 Qxc1+ 21.Kg2 waste of time.

xi) 12.f6? Qeq+ 13.Kh2 Qes+ 14.Kg1 Qe+
15.Kg2 Qe4+ draws.

xii) 4.f4+ Kg4 5.Rbc3 Qgi+ 6.Ke2 hiQ
7.Rxh1 Qg2+ 8.Ke3 Qf3+ 9.Kd4 Qe4+ 10.Kxeq
stalemate.

xiii) 10.f4+ Kg4 11.Kd3 Qbs+ 12.Kd4 Qb4+
13.Kxds h1Q+ 14.Rxh1 Qe4+ 15.Kxe4 stalemate

“A rook pair is often capable of giving an en-
emy queen a fair fight yet an extra rook right
from move one is a game-changer. They de-
fend efficiently along rank and file against all
BlacK’s attempts to steal a perpetual. The extra
rook is eventually given away in good time to
secure the desired breakthrough to promotion.
This is an interesting saga, however overloaded
with supporting side-play and lacking a touch
of brilliancy”.

No 23534 Jan Sprenger (Germany). 1.dy/i
Rbg+/ii 2.Sd4/iii Ses/iv 3.d8Q Bgs+ 4.Kxgs/v
St7+ 5.Kf6 Sxd8 6.Rdy+ (Rxd8? Rxb2;) Khé
7.Rxd8 Khs/vi 8.Kfs5 (b3? a4;) Khg 9.Rh8+ Kg3
10.Se2+ Kf3/vii 11.Rh2 Rxb2 12.5g1+ (Sd4+) Ke3
13.Rxb2 wins.

i) 1.Rxd3? Bf4, and: 2.b3 Bxdé6 3.Sxd6 Rbg+
4.Kgs5 a4, or: 2.d7 Bcy 3.b3 Bd8+ 4.Kgq Kgé6
draw.

No 23534 ]. Sprenger
1st honourable mention
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ii) Ses 2.d8Q Bgs+ 3.Kxgs Sf7+ 4.Kf6 Sxd8
5.Rxd8 Rb6+ 6.Rd6 Rxb2 7.Rd7+ Kh8 8.Rd3
Rb6+ 9.Kf7 Rb7+ 10.Se7 Rcy 11.Rh3 mate.

iii) 2.Rd4? Rxd4+ 3.Sxd4 Bgs+ 4.Kxg5 Ses,
and: 5.d8Q Sf7+ 6.Kf6 Sxd8 7.Ke7 Sb7 8.Sb3 a4,
or 5.d8S a4 6.S8e6 Sc4 draw.

iv) Sf4 3.d8Q Sxds 4.Qxds Bg7y 5.Qxas Rxd4+
6.Khs wins.

v) 4.Qxgs? Sf3+ 5.Khs Sxgs 6.Kxgs Rxb2
draws.

vi) Khy 8.Se6 Rb6 9.Rd2 wins.

vii) Kg2 11.5f4+ Kg1 12.Sd3 Rd4 13.Rh3 wins.

‘A fierce battle rich with mutual tactical
blows to secure the last pawn is finally decid-

ed by a battery created on the other side of the
board”

No 23535 M. Minski
2nd honourable mention
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No 23535 Martin ~ Minski  (Germany).
1.Sf2+/i Bxf2 2.Bxfs Bd3 3.Bxd3 e1Q 4.Bc4/
ii Qc1 5.Rb1 Be1 6.Rga (Rxc1? stalemate) Qd1
7.Rb4/iii Qxg4/iv 8.Bd5+ Kg1 9.Rxg4+ wins.
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i) 1.S5e3? e1Q draws. If 1.Bxf5? Bds+ 2.Kxds
exd1Q+ and Black wins.

ii) Thematic try: 4.Rb1? Bgi 5.Bc4 (Rxe1
stalemate) Qxe6+ 6.Bxe6 stalemate. 4.Kd7?
Qe3 draws.

iii) 7.Bd5+? Qxds+ 8.Kxds stalemate.

iv) Bxb4 8.Bds+ Qxds+ 9.Kxds wins.

“The struggle for mate is countered by a play
for stalemate. A fine demonstration of mutual
pinning and unpinning is displayed all the way
to the final decision”.

No 23536 Y. Bazlov
3rd honourable mention
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No 23536 Yuri Bazlov (Russia). 1.Rf4/i Qd3+
(Qe3s; Reg+) 2.Kcey/ii Qes/iii 3.Rc4+ Kxb2 4.Bay
Qxay 5.Rbg+/iv Kaz2 6.Rbs zz Ka3 7.Rb6 zz
Kxa4 8.Kc6 Qb8 9.Ra6+ Kb4 10.Ra8 wins.

i) 1.Bay? (Bcy?) Qds+, or 1.Rf2+? Kb3 2.Rfs
Qh1 3.Kcy Qh6 4.Rd4 Qg7+ 5.Rdy Qxb2 6.a5
Ka4 7.Ba7 Qes+ (Qc3+) draws.

ii) 2.Kc6? Qa6+ 3.Kcy7 Kxb2 4.Bay Kb3 5.a5
Qbs, or 2.Kc5? Qe3+, and: 3.Kbs Qe8+ 4.Ka6
Qc6+ 5.Kay Qcs+ 6.Ka8 Qas+ 7.Bay Qd8+
8.b8Q Qds+ 9.Qb7 Qd8+ 10.Bb8 Qas+ 11.Qay
Qds+ draws, or: 3.Kc6 Qe8+ 4.Kb6 Qxb8 5.Rb4
Qdé6+ 6.Kbs Qdy+ 7Ka6 Qc6+ 8.Kay Qcs+
9.Rb6 Qas+ 10.Ra6 Qcs+ 11.Ka8 Qc4 12.Ras
Qb4 13.Ra6 Qc4 14.Ra5 Qb4 draws.

iii) Qa6 3.Rb4 Qas+ 4.Rb6 Qes+ 5.Kc6 Qe8+
6.Kcs Qxb8 7.Kc4 wins.

iv) Thematic try: 5.Rc6? Ka2 6.Rb6 Ka3 zz
7.a5 Kag 8.Kc6 QbS8 draws.

“The only way for White to convert his huge
advantage is by sacrificially luring the enemy
queen to the upper corner and then forcing the
decision by a couple of zugzwangs”.

No 23537 M. Pastalaka
1st commendation
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No 23537 Mikhail Pastalaka (Ukraine).
1.e6/1 Rxg3+/ii 2.Kf2 Rg6 3.Bey Bes+/iii 4.Ke2/
iv Bxey/v 5.Rh8+/vi Kg4 6.Rg8 Rxg8/vii 7.exf7
Rf8 8.fxe7 Rxf7 9.e8Q

i) 1.Kf2? Kg4 2.e6 Bxf8 3.e7 Rc2+ 4.Ke1 Bhé6
5.Rb1 Rc3 6.e8Q Rez+ 7.Qxe3 Bxe3 8.Rby Bd4g
9.Rxf7 c5 10.Rf8 Kf5 11.f7 Kf6 12.Ke2 Ke7 draws.

ii) Re3 2.Bxa3 Rxe6 3.Bey Kxg3 4.Kfi Kf3
5.Rb2 wins

iii) fxe6 4.Kf3 Rhé6 5.Ra8 Bbg 6.Rag Bxey
7.fxe7 Rh8 8.Ra1 Kh2 9.Ra2+ Khi1 10.Re2 wins.

iv) 4.Kf3? Rg3+ 5.Ke2 Re3+ 6.Kd2 Rxe6
7.Bxc5 Rxf6 draws.

v) fxe6 5.Rf8, and: Rxf6 6.Rh8+ Kg4 7.Bxf6,
or: Rga+ 6.Kd1 Bd4 7.Rh8+ Kgg 8.Rg8+ Kh3
9.f7 win.

vi) s5.fxe7? Rxe6+ 6.Kf3 Rf6+ 7.Keq Re6+
draws.

vii) Bxf6 7.ext7 Bg7 8.Rxg7 Rxg7 9.f8Q wins.

“In an uncompromising struggle to secure
promotion all is given away for an unstoppable
pawn pair on the seventh rank”.

No 23538 Eddie Wyckhoft (USA). 1.Bh2/i
Bxh2 2.b8B/ii Bxb8 3.Ray+ Bxay 4.Bbs/iii Bxd4
5.Bxa4 Bxf6 6.Kxb3/iv Kb6 7.Ka3 Kc7 8.b4 Kd6
9.bs wins.

i) .Rd7? Bd6+ 2.Rxd6 stalemate.

ii) 2.b8Q? Bd6+ 3.Qxd6 stalemate.

iii) 4.h8Q? Bcs+ 5.dxcs stalemate.

iv) 6.Bxb3? Be7+ 7.Ka2 Bf6 draws.

“To avoid stalemate White is obliged to sac-
rifice almost his entire material in order to win

— 62 —
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No 23538 E. Wyckhoft
2nd commendation

No 23539 D. Gurgenidze
3rd commendation

No 23540 M. Pasman
special commendation
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the resulting opposite colour bishop ending.
The wB is given away and is reborn to serve as
an appealing Phoenix starter”.

No 23539 David Gurgenidze (Georgia).
1.S¢2/i Sc3/ii 2.b4+ Kaé6 3.5d4 f2/iii 4.Bxg2 Sbs+
5.5xbs f1Q 6.Kb8 (Bxf1? stalemate) Qxbs (Qf4+;
Sc7+) 7.Bb7 mate.

i) 1.8d3? Bf1 2.b4+ Ka6 3.5f2 Sc3 4.Bxf3 Kbs
draws.

ii) Bh3 2.bg+ Ka6 3.Sd4 Scs5 4.Bbs+ Kay
5.bxcs bxcs 6.Sc6+ Ka8 7.Ba6 f2 8.Bby mate.

iii) bs 4.Bb7+ Kay 5.Sc6 mate.

“Black plays for stalemate but is mated first”.

No 23540 Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.c5+/i
Bxcs/ii 2.Sb7+ Kes+ 3.Sxc5 bxcs 4.hs/iii gxhs
5.Ke7, and:

— a4 6.d6 a3 7.d7 a2 8.d8Q a1Q 9.Qh8+ wins,
or:

— b4 6.d6 b3z 7.d7 b2 8.d8Q b1Q 9.Qd6+ Kxeq
10.Qg6+ wins, or:

— ¢4 6.d6 ¢c3 7.d7 c2 8.d8Q c1Q 9.Qds+ Kfg
10.Qf5+ Ke3 11.Qxgs+ wins, or:

— h4 6.d6 g3 7.d7 g2/iv 8.d8Q g1Q 9.Qds5+ Kf4
10.Qf5+ Ke3 11.Qxc5+ wins, or:

— g3 6.hxg3 h4 7.gxh4/v, and now:

- gxh4 8.d6 h3 9.d7 h2 10.d8Q h1Q 11.Qd6+
Kxe4 12.Qc6+ wins. Or here:

- g4 8.hs5/vi g3 9.h6 g2 10.hy g1Q 11.h8Q+
Kxe4/vii 12.d6 c4 (Qgs5+; Qf6) 13.d7 Qcs+
14.Ke8 Qc6 15.Qh1+/viii wins.

i) 1.5f742 Kdy 2.Ses5+ (es Bces+;) Kdé, or

1.Sb7+? Kes 2.d6 Bcs 3.Sxc5 Kxdé 4.Sb7+ Kes,
or 1.h5? g3 2.hxg6 gxh2 3.g7 h1Q 4.g8Q Qxe4.

ii) Kdy 2.c6+ Kxd8 3.d6 gxh4 4.e5 Bcs 5.c7+
Kd7 6.c8Q+ Kxc8 7.Ke8, or Kxcs 2.Sb7+ Kcy4
3.hs gxhs 4.d6 g3 5.hxg3 Bxg3 6.d7 Bcy 7.Ke7 g4
8.5d6+ Kbs 9.S5e8 Bd8+ 10.Kxd8 g3 11.Kc8 g2
12.€5 g1Q 13.e6 wins.

iii) 4.Ke7? gxhg 5.d6 g3 6.hxg3 hxgs 7.d7 g2
8.d8Q g1Q draws.

iv) gxh2 8.d8Q hiQ 9.Qd6+ Kxe4 10.Qc6+
Ke3 11.Qxh1

v) 7.d6? hxg3 8.d7 g2 9.d8Q g1Q 10.Qds5+ Kfs
11.Qf5+ Kg3 draws.

vi) 8.d6? g3 9.d7 g2 10.d8Q g1Q 11.Qds5+ Kfg
12.Qf5+ Kg3 draws.

vii) Kf4 12.d6 c4 13.d7 Qcs+ 14.Kf7 Qcy
15.Qh2+ wins.

viii) 15.Qh7+? Ke3, or 15.Qhs5? Kd4 16.Key
Qc7 draw.

“Early piece exchanges result in a pawn end-
ing which, after move s, splits to six different
variations, each ending up in a queen promo-
tion followed by a different skewer on a dif-
ferent diagonal. The study is anticipated by
Mikhail Zinar 1982 (EG#06242).

And yet a refreshing novelty leaves the study
in the award: The extra main line 5...g3! not
only sets a record for queen skewers but also
completes a pair of reversed skewers: Follow-
ing 5...h4 White’s queen stands on c6 and her
counterpart on hi, while after 5...g3 the queens
exchange places. I find this additional content
still deserving of a special distinction but I rec-
ommend adding the heading ‘After Mikhail

>

Zinar”,
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The tourney director of this formal tourney was Bjorn Enemark. He anonymized and forwarded
the 59 studies by 44 composers from 20 countries to the jubilant, who acted as judge. During the
confirmation time, one study was downgraded and another one omitted from the final award be-

cause of partial anticipations.

The judge considered the level as good. About (exchanges in) introductory play he remarked:
“My own rule of thumb is the following: The introduction should not feature pieces stronger than
those competing in the main play. Thus, for instance, a rook taking part in the introduction to a
knight endgame I “count” as a flaw. Knights taking part in introductions to rook endgames are

much more acceptable to me”.

No 23541 O. Pervakov & K. Sumbatyan
1st prize
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No 23541 Oleg Pervakov & Karen Sumbat-
yan (Russia). 1.h7/i ¢3/ii 2.Sc6/iii Sf3+ (c2; Sxes)
3.Kh3 Sg5+ 4.hxgs c2 5.5d4/v c1Q 6.Se2+ Kxgs
7.5t7+ (Sxc1?Khé;) Kg6 8.h85+ Khs 9.5g3 mate
(Sxc1? stalemate).

i) Try: 1.Kh3? ¢3 2.Sb5 ¢2 3.5d4 1S 4.5¢6 Scd3
5.hy Kfs 6.Sg6 Sf7 draws. 1.Sc6? Sg4+ 2.Kh3
Sxh6 3.Sg6+ Kfs draws.

ii) Kfs 2.Kg3 c3 3.Sbs, and: Kf6 4.Sxc3 Kg7z
5.Kf4 Sd3+ 6.Ke3 Ses 7.Ke4, or c2 4.Sd4+ Kf6
5.5xc2 Kg7 6.Kf4 Sd3+ 7.Ke3 Ses 8.Ke4 win

iii) 2.Sb5? c2 3.Sd4 Sf3+ draws.

iv) Thematic try: 5.Sb4? c1Q 6.Sd3+ Kxgs
7.5t7+ Kg6 8.h85+ Khs 9.Sxc1 stalemate.

“This is an absolute masterpiece. The intro-
duction is pleasant, subtle, and eventful and
with a number of likely tries that just fail. The
climax is just amazing. Black plays for either
capturing White’s last pawn or for stalemate,
and at the very last move of the study White

has the option between stalemate and a sudden
mate! Despite HHdbV showing a fair share of
studies with three knights against a lone queen,
I have not been able to find anything resem-
bling a significant predecessor to this study.
The move 8..Khs!!? might have been the per-
fect candidate for Ed van de Gevel’s recent “dis-
advantage of the advantage’-tourney. Advan-
tage: Stalemate. Disadvantage: Mate!

A cooked study by N. Argunov 1997 (EG
#13596) shows a somewhat comparable mech-
anism, the thematic move being 3..Ka2 hoping
for 4.Rxf1 stalemate, but allowing 5.Ra8+ Kb1
6.Ra1+ winning the queen. But of course, the
two studies are very different in every other
aspect”.

No 23542 A. Avni & M. Minski
and prize
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No 23542 Amatzia Avni (Israel) & Martin
Minski (Germany). 1.Kg2/i h1Q+ 2.Kxh1 Rd2
3.d6+ Kxd6 (Ke6; Qbsz+) 4.Qa6+ Key 5.Qf6+
Kxf6 6.h8Q+ Kgs 7.Qes+/ii Sxes 8.g7 Sf3/iii
9.g8Q+ Kh4 10.Qg1/iv Sxg1 11.hy Sf3 12.h8Q+
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Kg3 13.Qg7+ Kf2 14.Qa1 (Qg2+? Kes;) Kg3
15.Qg7+ Kf2 16.Qa1 d5 17bs dg4 18.Qc1 (b6?
Kg3;) Re2 19.b6 Kg3 20.Qc7+ Kf2 21.Qc1 d3
22.by/v d2/vi 23.Qg1+ Sxg1 24.b8Q d1Q (Sf3)
25.Qg3+ Kxg3 stalemate.

i) 1.d6+? Rxd6, or 1.h8Q? h1Q+ 2.Ke2 Rda+
win.

ii) 7Qb8? d6 8.Qxd6 Rxd6 9.hy Rdi+ 10.Kg2
Sh4+ 11.Kf2 Sxg6 wins.

iii) Rh2+ 9.Kxh2 Sg4+ 10.Kh3 Sxhé 11.bs
wins.

iv) 10.Qg2? Rd1+, or 10.Qb8? Kh3 wins.

v) 22.Qc5+? Rez 23.b7 d2 24.Qxe3+ Kxe3
25.b8Q d1Q+ 26.Kg2 Qc2+ 27.Kh1 Qhy+ 28.Kg2
Se1+ 29.Kg3 Qg6+ wins.

vi) Res 23.Qb2+ d2 24.Qxd2+ Sxd2 25.b8Q
draws.

“While I had no doubt about which study
to award first prize to, I found it very difficult
to distinguish between the other prize studies.
Judges with different tastes would certainly
have put them in another order.

I finally decided to award the second prize
to this epic study. To achieve a draw, White
must sacrifice his queen five times. All five sac-
rifices are accepted. It sounds like a task study,
but in fact, it plays out with a natural flow. This
study really grew on me: the first time I played
it through I found the queen sacrifices rather
brutal but take a look at the initial position
and then try to convince yourself that 5 queen
sacs are needed to gain a draw! One must ad-
mire the technical skill in achieving this from a
(fairly) natural starting position”.

No 23543 I. Maly
3rd prize
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No 23543 Ivan Maly (Ukraine). 1.Be3/i fiQ
2.Rf7+ Ke4 3.Rxf1 Bxf1 4.c7/ii Ba6 5.Kc6 Kes/iii
6.Bd4+/iv Kf5 7.d6 Ke6 8.d7 Bbs+ 9.Kxbs Kxd7
10.Kb6 Kc8 11.Be3 Sgs 12.Bxgs5 wins.

i) Logical try: 1.Bg3? f1Q 2.Rf7+ Ke4 3.Rxf1
Bxf1 4.c7 Ba6 5.Kc6 Kfs 6.d6 Ke6 7.d7 Bbs+
8.Kxbs Kxdy 9.Kb6 Kc8 draws.

ii) 4.Kcs5? Kxe3, and: 5.d6 Sgs 6.d7 Bh3 7.d8Q
Se6+, or:5.c7 Ba6 6.d6 Bc8 7.Kc6 Sf4 8.d7 Bxdy+
9.Kxd7 Sds5 10.c8Q Sb6+ draw.

iii) Kf5 6.Kdy Kes 7.d6 wins.

iv) Logical try: 6.d6? Ke6 7.d7 Bbs+ 8.Kxbs
Kxd7 9.Kb6 Kc8 10.Kc6 Sgs5 11.Bxgs stalemate.

This may be the least spectacular of the prize
studies, but leaves a great impression never-
theless. 6.Be3-d4+!! may at first seem like a
standard deflection sacrifice, but in fact it is
an ingenious device to get on the right side
of a future zugzwang, which is brought about
by the switchback 11.Bd4-e3. Everything runs
smoothly and naturally in this extremely ele-
gant work. It is a small negative that Sh3 is al-
ready in its prison from the very start”.

No 23544 P. Kiryakov & P. Arestov
4th prize
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No 23544 Petr Kiryakov & Pavel Arestov
(Russia). 1.f6 e3/i 2.f7 Rg2+ 3.Kh8/ii Rf2 4.Sxf2
exf2 5.5f5+ (8Q? h1Q+;) Kes 6.Sg3, and:

— h1Q+ 7.Sxh1 f1Q 8.5f2/iii Qxf2 9.Kg8 (Kg7y)

draws, or:

— £1Q 7.5xf1 h1Q+ 8.Sh2/iv Qa8+ 9.Kg7, with:

- Qg2+ 10.Sg4+/v, or:

- Qby/vi 10.5f3+ Ke6 (Kd6; Sg5) 11.Sd4+
(Sgs+? Kfs;) Kdé 12.8f5+ Ke6 13.Sd4+
draws.
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i) Rd3 2.7 Rf3 3.f8Q Rxf8+ 4.Kxf8 e3 5.5f5+
Kd3 6.Shg e2 7.5f3 Ke3 8.Se1 Kd2 9.5f3+ posi-
tional draw.

ii) Logical try: 3.Kh7? Rf2 4.Sxf2 exf2 5.5f5+
Kes 6.Sg3 f1Q/vii 7.S8xfi hiQ+ 8.Sh2 - posi-
tion X with Khy - Qby 9.Kg8 Qds 10.Kgy Qdy
11.5f3+ Ke6 12.5g5+ (Sd4+ Qxd4+;) Kfs5 13.5f3
Qay wins.

iii) The first knight sacrifice.

iv) The second knight sacrifice. Position X1
with Kh8. 8.Kg7? Qby/viii 9.Kg8 Qds 10.Kg7y
Qdy7 11.Kg8 Kf6 12.f8Q+ Kgé.

v) The third knight sacrifice.

vi) Qay 10.Kg8 Qa2 (Qg1+; Sg4+) 11.Kgy Qay
(Qg2+; Sg4+) 12.Kg8 positional draw.

vii) Not h1Q+? 7.5xh1 f1Q 8.5f2 see main line.

viii) But not Qg2+? 9.Sg3 — the fourth knight
sacrifice.

“There are plenty of studies featuring White
piece sacrifices to secure a draw by a single f
or h pawn against a bQ. My own favourite is
Timman’s tactical study from the Brieger MT
2014 (EG#20193) but here the theme is doubled
(and even quadrupled when including side-
lines) in a most elegant and condensed fashion.
To top it all there is a fine logical try where the
wK needs to go to the corner to avoid a future
pin along the seventh rank”

No 23545 M. Minski
s5th prize
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No 23545 Martin ~ Minski  (Germany).
1.Bd6+/1 Qxd6 2.g8Q Sf7+ (es5; Qc8+) 3.Qxf7 e5
4.d8Q++/ii Kxd8 5.5xe5 Qh6+/iii 6.Kg8 (Qhy?
Qf8+;) Be6/iv 7.g5/v Qh3/vi 8.Sc6+ Kc8 9.Sa7+/
vii Kb8 10.Sc6+ Ka8 11.g6 Bxf7+ 12.gxf7 wins.

i) 1.d8Q+? Kxd8 2.g8Q Sf7+, or 1.g8Q? Sf7+
win.

ii) 4.Qgy? Bxf3 5.d8Q++ Kxd8 6.Qg8+ Key,
or 4.Qe8? Qh6 mate.

iii) Qxes+ (Bxf7; Sxf7+) 6.Qgzy Qh2+ 7.Qhy
draws.

iv) Bxf7+ 7.5xt7+, or Qd2 7.Sc6+ Bxc6 draws.
v) 7.5¢6+? Kc8 8.Sa7+ Kb8 9.Sc6+ Ka8 wins.

vi) Qxgs+ 8.Kf8 Qh6+ (Bxfy; Sxf7+) 9.Qgy
Qf4+ 10.5f7+ draws.

vii) Logical try: 9.g6? Bxf7+ 10.gxf7 Qg4+
11.Khy (Kf8 Kcy;) Qfs+ 12.Kg7 Qg5+ 13.Khy
Qf6 14.Se5 Kd8 15.Sc6+ Kc7 16.Se5 Kd6 wins.

“The play in the s5th prize study is fascinating
throughout. It is hard to believe that White can
actually hold a draw with his queen constantly
about to be lost. The middle part of the study
is visually very similar to a 2018 study of mine
(HHdbVI#03480) but in fact the play is quite
different and in the end there is a small logical
element, to put the bK too far from the action”.

No 23546 A. Avni & V. Tarasiuk
6th prize
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No 23546 Amatzia Avni (Israel) & Vladislav
Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 1.Bb6+ Kb8/i2.Sc6+/ii Ka8/
iii 3.Qa1 Qd3z+ 4.bs Qxhy 5.Qa3/iv Qhé6 (Bd6;
Qe3) 6.Qe7/v Raz2+ 7.Bas/vi Rxas+ 8. Kxas e1Q+
(Bcy+; Ka6) 9.Qxe1 Bd2+ 10.Ka6 Bxe1/vii 11.b6
Qxc6 stalemate.

i) Kd6 2.h8Q Qxh8 3.Sxf7+ draws.

ii) 2.Sd7+? Qxdy 3.Qxe2 B¢y wins.

iii) Kc8 3.Qb1 (Qf2) draws.

iv) 5.Bd8? Rd1, and: 6.Qa2 Be3 7.Qxe2 Rai+
8.Bas f5 9.b6 Qb7+, or: 6.Qaz Bd6 7.Qa2 Qh3
8.Kb6+ (b6 Qd3+;) Qa3 win.
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v) 6.Qf3? e1S 7.Qe4 (Qg4 Qf8;) Qe6 8.Qxe6
fxe6 wins.

vi) Thematic try: 7.5a5? Rxas+ 8.Kxas e1Q+
9.Qxe1 Bd2+ 10.Ka6 Qxb6+ (Bxe1? stalemate;)
11.Kxb6 Bxe1 wins.

vii) Qxc6+ 11.bxc6 Bxe1 12.c7 wins.

“A tactical study in classical style with both
White and Black playing and sacrificing. The
study has my favourite material in tactical
studies: 3 vs 3 pieces. A small weakness of the
study - the exchange on a5 - is nicely camou-
flaged by a thematic try. The final stalemate se-
quence appears to be new”.

No 23547 G. Costeft
special prize
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No 23547 Gady Costeff (USA/Israel). 1.e6
b6 2.e3, and:

— Bf7 3.ext7 Bh2 4.f85/i Bxgs 5.5xg6 Bdeé/ii
6.5d2 f1Q+ 7.5xf1 Bes 8.Se5 Bd4+ 9.exd4 g6
10.Sc4 mate, or:

— Bdy 3.exdy Bh2 4.d8Q)/iii Bxg3 5.Qxgs Bes+
6.Qxes wins.

i) 4.t8Q7 Bxg3 5.Qxg7 Bes+ 6.Qxes stalemate,
or 4.t8R? Bxg3 5.Re8 Bes+ 6.Rxes stalemate, or
4.f8B? Bxg3 5.Bxg7 Bes+ 6.Bxes stalemate

ii) Bcy 6.Sd2 f1Q+ 7.5xf1 Bd8 8.e4 Bf6+ 9.e5
Bxes+ 10.5xe5 g6 11.Sc4 mate, or Bes+ 6.5xe5
and no stalemate.

iii) 4.d8R? Bxg3 5.Re8 Bes+ 6.Rxes stalemate,
or 4.d8B? Bxg3 5.Bf6 Bes+ 6.Bxes stalemate, or
4.d8S? Bxg3 5.5¢6 Bes+ 6.5xes stalemate.

“The position is barely legal and anything but
elegant but the idea shown is ambitious and
original to studies so far as I know: White, by
capturing a black pawn, makes sure that Black

has an extra tempo to avoid stalemate at a later
point. I am highly curious how anyone could
get the idea for this, let alone actually make it
work in two separate promotion lines”.

No 23548 P. Panaiotov
1st honourable mention
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No 23548 Petromir Panaiotov (Bulgaria).
1.Bf3+/i Ka6 2.axbs+/ii Kxbs 3.0-O/iii exf2+
4.Rxf2 (Kh1? Bfs;) Rxf2 5.bxcq+ Kxcq 6.Qhg+/
iv Kez 7.Qxf2 Qai+ 8.Qft Qxfi+ 9.Kxfi Bh3
10.Kf2 (Ke2) Bxgz 11.Ke3 Bh3/v 12.Kf4 Be6
13.h4/vi Bf7 14.Kg5 Kd4 15.Bhs5 wins.

i) 1.Qf3+? K¢y 2.Qf4+ Rd6 3.fxe3 cxb3 4.axbs
Qdz2+ 5.Kf2 Bg4 6.Rc1+ Qxc1 7.b6+ Kby 8.Qxd6
Bxe2 9.Kxe2 b2 draws.

ii) 2.0-0? exf2+ 3.Rxf2 Rxfz 4.axbs+ Kas
5.Qxf2 cxb3z draws.

iii) 3.Qb8+? Kas 4.Qc7+ Kb4 5.Qxc4+ Qxc4
6.bxcq Rxf2 draws.

iv) 6.Qxf2? Qci+ 7.Qfi+ Qxfi+ 8.Kxf1 Bh3
9.gxh3 (Kf2 Bxg2;) Kd4 10.hg4 Kes 11.hs Kf6
draws.

v) Bxf3 12.Kxf3 Kd4 13.Kf4 wins.

vi) or 13.Kg5 Kd4 14.h4 Bf7 15.Bhs.

“The opening position looks like a regu-
lar middlegame position (from the Botvinnik
Variation of the Semi Slav Defence, perhaps).
The highlight of the study is undoubtedly the
move 6.Qhy!!, foreseeing the classical draw-
ing device 8...Bh3! With the bK on c3 instead
of c4, White now has the winning plan 10.Kf2
and 11.Ke3, when the bK is unable to reach
h8 in time. There is a minor dual with 10. Ke2
that the composer failed to mention. The 8...
Bh3 idea was first shown by Greco in 1621!
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(HHdbVI#93413). For the next 399 years, no
one thought of adding a logical try but then
this study came along”.

No 23549 J. Mikitovics
2nd honourable mention
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No 23549 Janos Mikitovics (Hungary). 1.by
(Ra6? Sb8;) Rb8 2.Ra6 Sd8/i 3.Scs/ii Kg7 4.Ra8
Sc6 (Sxby; Se6+) 5.Kh4/iii Kh6/iv 6.Ra6 Sd8/v
7.Sb3/vi Sxby/vii 8.Sd4 Rf8 9.g7+ Kxg7 10.Se6+
Kf7 11.5xf8 Kxf8 12.Ra8+ Kf7 13.Ra7 wins.

i) Rxb7 (b3; Scs) 3.S¢5 Sb8 4.Rd6 Rbs 5.5e6+
Ke7 6.g7 wins.

ii) Thematic try: 3.Kh4? Rxby draws. 3.Ra8?
Rxby 4.Rxd8+ Kg7 5.5f4 b3 draws.

iii) 5.Ra6? (Kf4? b3;) S8 6.Ra8 Sc6 repeats.

iv) b3 (Kxg6; Ra6) 6.Ra6, and: Sd8 7.Kg5 b2
8.Rb6, or: b2 7.Rb6 Khé 8.Sa6 wins.

v) Ses 7.Re6 Scq 8.g7+ Kxg7 9.Rey+ Kg8
10.Kxhs b3 11.5xb3 Sd6 12.Sc5 Sxb7 13.Sd7 Rc8
14.Kg6 Rc6+ 15.5{6+ wins.

vi) 7.5e4? Sxby 8.Sg3 Sd6 9.Rxd6 Rbs 10.Rf6
Kg7 11.Rc6 Kh6 12.Rf6 Kg7 positional draw.

vii) Rxby 8.Sd4 Rf7 9.gxf7+ wins.

“We see a fascinating, but difficult battle: in
the perfectly natural opening position, there
is material equality and White’s only advan-
tage seems to lie in the fact that his pawns are
more advanced and that he is on the move. The
study is very difficult (the line with 6...Ses!? is
extremely difficult and certainly downgrades
the study) and not for human solving. There
is a bunch of interesting stuff going on in the
sidelines and solvers would be lured into these
blind alleys. Fortunately the main point of

the study, certainly one of the most stunning
moves of recent years, is of such a nature that
other lines move to the background”

No 23550 D. Gurgenidze
3rd honourable mention
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No 23550 David Gurgenidze (Georgia).
1.5f3+ exf3 2.Re8+ Kif1/i 3.h8Q f2/ii 4.Qf6/iii
Qhg+ 5.Kc3/iv Qxgs 6.Re1+ (Qxgs? stalemate)
Kxe1 7.Qxgs £1Q 8.Qd2 mate.

i) Kf2 3.h8Q Qd6+ 4.Keq Qc6+ 5.Kf5 wins.

ii) Qd2+ 4.Kcq4 Qa2+ 5.Kc5 Qc2+ 6.Kds
Qd3+ 7.Qd4 Qbs+ 8.Keq Qxe8+ 9.Kxf3 Qe2+
10.Kf4 wins.

iii) 4.g6? Qg2 5.g7 Qxgy+ 6.Qxgy, or 4.Qes?
Qhg+ 5.Ke3z (Qes Qxgs;) Qhz+ 6.Kd2 Qh4
draws.

iv) 5.Kd3? Qhy+ 6.Re4 Kg1 draws.

“The main point of this study is 6.Re1+, a
blow both spectacular and readily compre-
hensible. Unfortunately the line 4.Qe5? Qh4+
5.Ke3 Qh3z+ 6.Kd2 Qh4 is incomprehensible to
humans, or at least to this specimen”.

No 23551 S. Didukh
4th honourable mention
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No 23551 Sergiy Didukh (Ukraine). 1.Qb1/i
Qg6+ 2.Sg3/ii fxg3 3.Ra6/iii Qfs 4.Re6 (f3?
Rez2+;) gxf2/iv 5.Rxe4 f1Q+ 6.Qxf1 Qxeq+ 7.Qf3
Qxd4 8.Qhs+ Kg8 9.Qe8+ Khy 10.Qhs+ per-
petual check.

i) 1.f32 Qg6+ 2.Kh2 Rxd4, or 1.Kh2? {3+ 2.5g3
Rxh4+ win.

ii) 2.Kf1? Rxd4 3.Qxg6+ Kxg6 4.Ray f3 5.Rxc7
Rdi1 mate.

iii) Logical try: 3.h5? Qf5 4.Re2 gxf2 5.Rxeq
f1Q+ 6.Qxf1 Qxe4+ 7.Qf3 Qxd4 8.Qf5+ Kg8
9.Qe6+ K18 wis.

iv) Qxeé6 5.3, or Bes 5.Bxes Rxes 6.Qxfs5+
Rxfs 7.fxg3 draw.

“This game study without weaknesses shows
clear logic with 3.Raé6! instead of 3.h5?, a study
perfectly suitable for solving”

No 23552 G. Ostmoe
sth honourable mention
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No 23552 Geir @stmoe (Norway). 1.f7 Bey
2.5f8/i Bxf8+ (f1Q; Sg6 mate) 3.Kg6 Bhé/ii
4.Rxf2 (Kxh6? f1Q;) Sxf2 5.Kxh6 Sgg4+ 6.Kg6
Ses+ 7.Kt6 Khy/iii 8.d4/iv Sg6 9.c5/v a5 (dxcs;
e5) 10.e5 dxes 11.ds5 (dxe5? Sxes;) Sf8/vi 12.c6
(d6? ¢6;) eq 13.d6 e3 14.dxcy e2 15.c8Q e1Q
16.Qh3+ Qh4+ 17.Qxh4 mate.

i) 2.Rxf2? Sxf2 3.8Q+ Bxf8+ 4.Sxf8 Sxd3.

ii) 1Q 4.Rh2+, or f1S 4.Rg2 wins.

iii) Sxf7 8. Kxf7 a5 9.d4 a4 10.e5 dxes 11.dxes
a3 12.e6 a2 13.e7 a1Q 14.e8Q+ Khy 15.Qg8+ Kheé
16.Qg6 mate.

iv) 8.£8Q? Sd7+ 9.Key Sxf8 10.Kxf8 a5 and
Black wins.

v) 9.e5? dxes 10.dxe;5 Sxes 11.Kxes (f8Q°?
Sd7+;) Kg7 draws.

vi) a4 12.d6 cxd6 13.c6 wins.

“This study has several interesting moments
but, unfortunately, the most interesting of
these occur as early as the second move. I con-
sider that this great shot is (slightly) wasted on
the follow-up. The rest of the study is fairly in-
teresting with many precise moves but, still, it
lacks a little something to round it off. Most of
all I consider that 2.5f8!! is more suited as the
decisive move of a study and not as an intro-
ductory device”.

No 23553 M. Hlinka & L. Kekely
6th honourable mention
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No 23553 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia). 1.Be6 Rci1+/i 2.Sb1 Bgy+ 3.Res+/ii
Kc2 4.Bfs+ (Bb3+? Kd3;) Kd1 5.Bg4+ Kc2 6.Bf5+
Kb3 7.Be6+ ds/iii 8.Bxds+ Kc2 9.Beq+ Kdi
10.Bf3+ Kc2 11.Be4+ Kb3 12.Bd5+ Kag4 13.Bb3+
Kxb3 stalemate.

i) Kxc3 2.Rxd6 Bgy 3.Kb1 Rb2+ 4.Kci, or
Rxc3 2.Rd2+ Ka4 3.Rxd6 Bg7 4.Kbi1 draw.

ii) Thematic try: 3.Rd4+? Ka4/iv 4.Bb3+ Kbs
wins.

iii) Kag 8.Bb3+ Kxbj3 stalemate.

iv) But not: Kc2? 4.Bb3+ Kxb3 stalemate, or
ds 4.Bxds+ Kag 5.Kb2 Rc8 6.Sc3+ Rxc3 7.Rd2
draws.

“We see a very elegant study leading to a
double pin model stalemate. The try 3.Rd4+
adds significantly to the study, although it still
appears somewhat mechanical in nature”

No 23554 Jan Timman (the Netherlands).
1.Bfi+/i Kg1 2.Rf2 exf2/ii 3.Qh8 es/iii 4.Qxes
Bxes 5.e8Q Bc3 6.Qh8 Bxh8 7.c8Q Bc3 8.Qh8
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No 23554 J. Timman

special honourable mention
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No 23555 M. Gromov
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No 23556 A. Stavrietsky
2nd commendation
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Bxh8 9.e5 Bxes 10.b8Q Bc3 11.Qh8 Bxh8 12.Rh6
Bc3 13.Rh1+ Kxhi 14.a8Q+ Kg1 15.Qg2 mate.

i) 1.Rf2+? exf2 2.Bfi+ Kxf1 draws.

ii) Rxf2+ 3.Kb1 b3 4.Bd3 Ra2 5.Kc1 e2 6.Qcs5+
Kg2 7.Qe3 wins.

iii) Bxh8 4.c8Q Bc3 5.Qh8 Bxh8 6.e5 Bxes
7.Rxe6 Bc3 8.Re3 Bd4 9.Rd3 Bgy 10.e8S Bh8
11.g5 wins.

“This is a classic case of White sacrificing
the main part of his army to deal with a Black
threat of perpetual check. Compared to the
and prize draw study, the mass sacrifice is done
in a far less natural position. The first time I
played through the solution it appeared a little
mechanical or even childish but there are plen-
ty of delicacies when delving into the mechan-
ics. I appreciate, for instance, how both long
diagonals are cleared by a total of four pieces
to make the final mate appear. Black also gets
to play, with the defensive resource 3...e5. In
the end, the mating move falls on the square
occupied initially by the bK. The scheme with
wKazi, bRb2 and bBc3, and queen sacrifices on
h8 also features in a study by D. Gurgenidze
1978 (EG#04096), but this study is far more
ambitious”.

No 23555 Mikhail Gromov & Oleg Per-
vakov (Russia). 1.Bf2+/i Ke4/ii 2.Sc8/iii Qf6/iv
3.5d6+ Kxds 4.Sc7+ Kes (Kxd6; Se8+) 5.Kga/v
axbs 6.Be1/vi b4/vii 7.Bf2 zz Qf8/viii 8. Bd4+/ix

Kxdé6 (Kxd4; Se6+) 9.Bcs+ Kxcs 10.Se6+ Kcg
11.5xf8 Kb3 12.Sxhy Kxb2 13.5f6 b3 14.Sd5/x Kc2
15.5b6 (Se3+? Kd3;) b2 16.Sc4 b1Q 17.5a3+ wins.

i) 1.5c6? (Sc8? Qdyz;) Qdé+ 2.Kgqa Qxds
3.Scd4 axbs draws.

ii) Ke2 2.Sc6 Qf6 3.Sf4+ wins.

iii) 2.Sc6? Qd6+ 3.Kgq Kxds 4.Scd4 axbs
draws.

iv) Qb4 3.Scs5+, and: Kxds 4.Sb6+ Kdé6 5.bxa6
Qxb6 6.Se4+, or Kf5 4.Sd6+ Kgs 5.Sde4+ Kxhs
6.bxa6 win.

v) 5.bxa6? Qg7+ 6.Kh2 Qxc7 7.a7 Qc6 draws.

vi) Thematic try: 6.b4? h6 zz 7.Be1 Qf8
8.Bg3+ Kf6 9.Bh4+ Kes 10.Bg3+ Kf6 positional
draw. If 6.b3? b4.

vii) Qf8 7.Bc3+ Kxdé6 8.Bb4+ wins.

viii) b3 8.Be1 Qg5+ (Qg7+; Bg3+) 9.Bgz+ Kdg
(Kf6; Se4+) 10.Se6+, or h6 8.b3 zz Qf8 9.Bd4+
Kxd6 10.Bcs+ Kxcs 11.Se6+ Kd6 12.5x18, or Qey
8.Bg3+ Kd4 9.Sf5+ wins.

ix) 8.Bg3+? Kf6 9.Bh4+ Kes draws.

X) 14.Sd7? Ka1 15.Sc5 b2 16.Sb3+ Kbi, or
14.Se4? Kc2 15.8d6 Kc3 16.Sbs+ Kby draw.

“This study shows a long domination battle
and a sudden mutual zugzwang with the mate-
rial SSB vs Q plus two pawns aside. The com-
poser deserves praise for an economical effort
with only two pawns leaving the battlefield
during the introduction”
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No 23556 Aleksandr Stavrietsky (Russia).
1.Rai+ Kb6 2.Rbi+ Rb2 3.Rxb2+ Kc6 4.d5+/i
exds 5.Qg6+, and:

— fxg6 6.Rxby Kxby 7.h6 gxh6 8.f6 wins, ro:
— hxg6 6.Rxby Kxby 7.f6 gxf6 8.h6 wins.

i) Thematic try: 4.Rxb7? f2+ 5.Qxf2 exf2+
6.Kxf2 Kxby 7.fxe6 fxe6 draws.

No 23557 P. Arestov & D. Keith
3rd commendation
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No 23557 Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Daniel
Keith (France). 1.d7 Qh7+ 2.Kf4/i Qxd7 3.Ras+
(Sd4+? KbS8;) Kb8 4.Ra8+ Kxa8 5.Se5+ Qby
6.Bxb7+ Kxby 7.g4 Kc7 (Sbs; g5) 8.g5 Sbs 9.g6/
ii Sd4 10.Sc4/iii Kdy/iv 11.Ke5 Se6 12.Sb6+/v
Key 13.5d5+ Kdy 14.5f4 (Kf6? Kd6;) Sg7 15.Kf6
Se8+16.Kf7 Sd6+ 17.Kg7/vi Key/vii 18.Sd5+ Ke6
19.Khy7/viii Se8 (Sfs; Se3) 20.Sc7+ wins.

i) 2.Ke3? Qxdy 3.Ras+ Kb8 4.Ra8+ Kxa8
5.5e5+ Qby 6.Bxby+ Kxby 7.g4 Kcy 8.g5 Sbs
draws.

ii) 9.Kf5? Sd4+ 10.Kf6 Kd6 11.g6 Se6 draws.

iii) 10.Ke4? Se6 11.Kf5 Kd6, or 10.Sg4? Kdé
draw.

iv) Se6+ 11.Kes Kd7 12.Sb6+ wins.
v) 12.5d6? Sg7 13.Kf6 Se6 (Shs+) draws.
vi) 17.Kf8? Sf5 18.Kf7 Se7 (Shs) draws.

vii) Sfs+ 18.Kf6 Sd6 19.Sds5 Se8+ 20.Kf7 Kd8
21.5f6 wins.

viii) 19.Kf8? Sfs 20.Se3 Kf6, or 19.Kh8? Se8
draw.

“This is a two-phase study with a nice tacti-
cal point in the first (square vacation sacrifice).
In the second, we have a long precise battle of
knight + pawns vs knight which is of a more

technical/precise nature. While I think this
would be a fine miniature, I don't think the two
parts of the study mix well”.

No 23558 B. Djurasevic¢
4th commendation
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No 23558 Branislav Djurasevi¢ (Serbia).
1.Kcy/i gs/ii 2.e6/iii Qey/iv 3.Rxh6 Qcs+ (g4;
Rxh8) 4.Kd8/v Qf8+ 5.Kc7 Qxh6 6.d8Q Qh2a+
7.e5/vi Qxes+/vii 8.Qd6+ Qxdé6+ 9.Kxd6 Sg6
10.e7 Sxe7 11.Kes5 Kbs 12.Ke4 Kcs 13.Kf3 Kds
14.Kg4 draws.

i) 1.Kc8? Sf7 2.e6 Qg8+ wins.

ii) St7 2.e6 Qg6 3.ext7 Qxf7 4.Rc3 Kbs 5.Rc6
draws.

iii) 2.Rxh6+? Qxhé6 3.d8Q Qb6+ 4.Kdy
Qxd8+ 5.Kxd8 Sf7+ wins.

iv) Sg6 3.Raz+ Kbs 4.Kc8 Sey+ 5.Kcy Sc6
6.Rb3+ Kcg 7.Kxc6 Qxeq+ 8.Kd6 Qdg+ 9.Key
draws.

v) 4.Kb8? Qb6+ 5.Kc8 Kay wins.

vi) Thematic try: 7.Qd6+? Qxdé6+ 8.Kxdé6
Sg6 9.e7 Sxey 10.Kes Kbs 11.Kd4 Sc6+ wins.
7.Kd7? Qd2+ 8.Ke8 Qxd8+ 9.Kxd8 Sg6 10.e7
Sxey 11.Kxe7 g4 12.e5 g3 13.€6 g2 wins.

vii) Qc2+ 8.Kdy Qd3z+ 9.Ke8 Qxd8+ 10.Kxd8
Sg6 11.e7 Sxe7 12.Kxe7 g4 13.e6 g3 14.Kd8 draws.

“The idea of 7.e5 is pleasant and clear: to va-
cate the e4 square for the future arrival of the
wK. Such a device has been shown in a num-
ber of studies. I am not sure this particular
study adds much new to this tale. Further-
more, the position before 10.e7 (shifted one
rank) is already known from J. van Reek 1995
(EG#10369)”.
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In total 26 studies by 18 composers from 8 countries participated. Sergey Osintsev (Russia) was
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No 23559 O. Pervakov
1st prize
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No 23559 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.Rd1
Se6+ 2.Bxe6 Bd4+ 3.Kfy/i g3/ii 4.Se3/iii g2
5.5xg2 c2 6.Rxd3 c1Q 7.Rxd4+ Kc7 8.Rc4+ Kd8
9.Se1/iv Qc3/v 10.Sd3 Qc2 11.Kf6 Qxd3 12.Rc8
mate.

i) Thematic try: 3.Kf8? g3 4.Sxg3/vi c2 5.Rxd3
c1Q 6.Rxd4+ Kc7 7.Rcq4+ Kd8 8.Sf5 Qaz+/vii
9.Kg8 Qa6 (Qa8) draws.

i) c2 4.Rxd3 c1Q 5.Rxd4+ Kc7 6.Rc4+ wins.

iii) Thematic try: 4.5xg3? c2 5.Rxd3 c1Q
6.Rxd4+ Kc7 7.Rc4+ Kd8 8.5f5 Qc2 9.Kg8 (Kf6?
Qb2+;) Qg2+ 10.Kf8 Qc6 11.Rd4+ Kc7 12.Rcq
Kd8 13.Rxc6 stalemate. If 4.Rxd3? g2 5.Rxd4+
Kcy draws.

iv) Thematic try: 9.Se3? Qc3 10.5f5/ (Bfs
Qb3;) Qc2/viii 11.Kg8 Qg2+ draws. Thematic
try: 9.5f4? Qc2 (Qc3? Qd3) 10.5g6 Qfs+ 11.Bxfs
stalemate.

v) Qc2 10.Rd4+ Kc7 11.Sxc2 wins.

vi) Or (the thematic) 4.Se3 g2 5.5xg2 c2
6.Rxd3 c1Q 7.Rxd4+ Kc7 8.Rcqg+ Kd8 9.Rxcl
stalemate. HH observes that, despite the exla-
mation mark given to 4...c2, Black can also play
4...d2. Luckily 5.5g2 c2 6.Rxd2 c1Q 7.Rxd4+
leads to the line after 4...c2.

vii) But not: Qh6+? 9.Kf7 Qh7+ 10.Kf6 Qh8+
11.Kgs5 wins.

viii) But not Qc1? 11.5Sd6 Qf1+ 12.Bf5 wins.

“Everything is clear and beautiful! Howev-
er, the anticipation destroyed the euphoria. In
the central phase of the study, the position is
shifted by one file and this corrects a study by
Y. Akobia (EG#16280). I had to compare and
weigh the pros and cons. In Akobia’s study, the
position with the opposition between the wR,
wB and wS and the bQ arises almost immedi-
ately, while in Pervakov’s study, the emphasis
is on the precise choice of moves avoiding the-
matic tries. In addition, the subsequent battle
between knight and queen takes place on more
squares, all of which predetermined the study’s
right to independent existence”.

HH observes that the position was not only
shifted, but also mirrored....

No 23560 P. Kiryakov
and prize
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No 23560 Petr Kiryakov (Russia). 1.5h8+/i
Kg8 2.a8Q+ Rf8 3.Qa3 Re8 4.Qa4 Rf8 5.Qbsg
Re8 6.Qbs Rf8 7.Qcs5 Re8 8.Qc6 Rf8 9.Qd6 Re8
10.Qdy Rf8 11.Qey Rf6 12.Kh3/ii hé/iii 13.Sg6/
iv Rxg6 14.Qe8+ Khy 15.Qe4 hs 16.Khg Khé6
17.Qf4+ Khy 18.Qf5 Kh6 19.Qxhs mate.

i) 1.Se5+? Ke6 2.a8Q Kxes is a draw.

ii) After 12.Kg3? h6 13.5f7 Rxf7 14.Qe6 g6
15.Qxg6+ Rgy pins the wQ.
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iii) Rhé6+ 13.Kg4 Rf6 14.5f7 Rxf7 15.Qe6 g6
16.Kg5 Kg7 17.Qes+ Kg8 18.Kh6 wins.

iv) 13.5f7? Rf3+ 14.Khg Rfg+ 15.Khs Rfs+
16.Kg4 Rxf7 17.Qe6 g6 18.Qxg6+ Rgy draws
again.

“Similar final moves were found in a study
by V. Nestorescu’s (EG#08453) but identical fi-
nal pictures do not give sufficient grounds in
this case to speak of a predecessor either. We
see precise play by the wS and logical tries. In
particular, I would like to note the original mo-
tivation of the wQ’s ladder in the introduction:
usually the queen walks up the steps with an
alternating pin and check but here is neither
one nor the other! An excellent study!”

No 23561 Pavel Arestov & Petr Kiryakov
(Russia). 1.Rf4/i Kbs 2.Re4 Rc7 3.Re6 Rc6
4.Re7/ii Res 5.e4 Kb6 6.Kg2/iii Rcy 7.Re8/iv Rc6
8.e5/v fxes/vi 9.Kg3/vii Rcg 10.Rxes (f62 Rfy;)
Kc6 (Kd7; Rds) 11.Rey/viii Rd4/ix 12.f6 Rd6
13.f7 Rf6 14.Re6+ Rxe6 15.£8Q wins.

i) 1.e4? Rey 2.Re2 Kbs 3.Kf2 Kc6 4.Kf3 Kdy
5.Rd2+ Ke8, or 1.Kg2? Kbs 2.Rf4 Rey 3.Kf3 Res
4.e4 Kc6 5.Rh4 Kd7 6.Rh6 Ke7 draw.

ii) Only e7! 4.Re8? Rcs 5.4 Kc6 6.Ke2 Kdy
7.Re6 Rc6, or 4.Rxc6? Kxc6 5.Kf2 Kds 6.Kf3 Kes
7.e4 Kd6 8.Kf4 Ke7 draw.

iii) Only g2! 6.Ke2? Rcy 7.Re8 Rc6 8.Ke3 Kcy
9.Re7+ Kd8, or 6.Kf2? Rcy 7.Re8 Rc6, e.g. 8.e5
Kc7 9.6 Rcs 10.Rf8 Rxfs+.

iv) 7.Rxc7? Kxcy 8.Kf3 Kd6 9.Kf4 Ke7 draws.

v) 8.Kf3? Kc7 9.Kg4 Kdy draws.

No 23561 P. Arestov

vi) Kc7 9.e6 Res 10.Rf8 Rxf5 11.e7 wins.

vii) 9.Rxe5? Rcs 10.Re6+ Kcz, or 9.Kf3? Req
10.Rxes Kc6 11.Re7 (f6 Kdy;) Kd6 12.f6 Rhg
13.Re8 Rh6 14.f7 Rf6+ draws.

viii) 11.f6? Kd7 12.f7 Rc8 draws.
ix) Kd6 12.f6 Ra4 13.Re8 Kd7 14.f7 wins.

“This is a precise study with accurate play
and non-obvious moves”.

No 23562 Martin Minski (Germany). 1.e7/i
Bxe7 2.Rdy Rgi+/ii 3.Kxg1 Bcs+ 4.Khi/iii Rb8
5.b4 Bxb4/iv 6.Rb7 Rxb7 (Rh8; Rxb4+) 7.h8Q
Rxf7 8.Qe8+ Re7 9.Qa4 wins.

i) 1.h8Q? Bxd6 2.e7 Bxey 3.Qe8 Kf3 4.f8Q+
Bxf8 5.Qxf8+ Rf4 draws.

ii) Rb8 3.Rxe7+ Kfg 4.Re8, or Rh3+ 3.Kg2
Rxhy 4.Rxe7+ Kds 5.£8Q, or Becs 3.h8Q Rgi+
4.Kh2 win.

iii) 4.Kfi? (Kg2? Rxb2+;) Rb8 5.b4 Bxbsg
6.Rb7 Rxb7 7.h8Q Rxf7+ draws.

iv) Bd4 6.Re7+ Kfs5 7.Re8, or Rh8 6.bxcs win.

“This is a nice study with clear motivation,
tactical elements and logic”

No 23563 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.Se5+/i
Kdé6 2.hy Sgé6 (f1Q; h8Q) 3.5xg6 f1Q 4.Se5 Qh3
5.h8Q Qxh8 6.5f7+ Kcs 7.5xh8 Kxc4 8.Sa1 Bhs
9.Kas/ii Be8 10.Kb6 Kd4 11.Sb3+ Kd3 (Kcg4; Sc1)
12.5a5 (Sc5+? Kc4;) wins.

i) 1.h7? Sg6 2.Ses+ Sxes 3.h8Q f1Q draws,
e.g. 4.5d4+ Kdy 5.Qg7+ Kc8 6.Qf8+ Kdy 7.Qf5+
Kds.

ii) 9.Kb6? Be8 10.Kas Bhs 11.b4 Kc3 12.Kag
Kbz draws.

& P. Kiryakov
| 3rd priz¢
33
/%/ / J

o EAE

»_Ji -3
n s

fias 0400.21 4/3 Win

No 23562 M. Minski
1st honourable mention
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No 23563 O. Pervakov
2nd honourable mention
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Judge Lubos Kekely considered 23 originals by 16 composers from 13 countries in this informal

annual tourney. The award was published iii2020.

No 23564 S. Slumstrup Nielsen

& M. Minski
prize
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No 23564 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark) & Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Rbg
(Qc2; Qxh6) Sf5+ 2.Kcs (Kes Qc2;) Qcz+ 3.Kb6
(Kcgq? Sds+;) Sey 4.Rg8+ Sxg8 5.Rc4 (Rd4?
Raé6+;) Ra6+ 6.Kxa6 bxcg/i 7.Qas Kb8 8.Qd8
model mate.

i) Qxc4 7.Qg2+ Kb8 8.Qby mate, or Qxd2
7.Rc8 mate.

No 23565 R. Becker
special prize

FUE W
B
B oE m W
mE R
W mom
_malE A
WoGAm &

.

e4b4 1000.06 2/7 Draw

7

N
DN

N

No 23565 Richard Becker (USA). 1.Qb7+/i
Kc3 2.Qb1 h1Q+ 3.Qxh1 Kd2 4.Qh2 ¢4 5.Kf3/ii
c3 6.Qfs4+ Kd1 7.Qag+ c2 8.Qb3 d2 9.Qa4 e1S+/
iii 10.Kg3 Sd3 11.Qb3 Ke1 12.Qe6+ Kd1 13.Qb3,
and:

— Sb2 14.Kh2/iv Kc1 15.Qe3 Sc4 16.Qf4 zz hg
17.Qxc4 d1Q 18.Qf1 zz Kd2 19.Qf4+ Kc3
20.Qc7+ Kbz 21.Qes+ Kbi 22.Qbs+ Kci
23.Qf1 Qxf1 stalemate, or:

— h2 14.Kxh2 Sb2 15.Qf3+/v Kc1 16.Qe3 Sc4
17.Qf4 zz h4 18.Kg2 zz h3+ 19.Kh2 zz Kb1
20.Qxc4 c1Q 21.Qb3z+ Qb2 22.Qdi+ Kaz
23.Qag+ Qa3 24.Qc2
i) .Qb8+? Kc4 2.Qb1 h1Q+ 3.Qxhi1 d2 wins.
ii) 5.Kd4? Kdi1 6.Kxc4 d2 7.Qxh3 e1Q 8.Kb3

Qf2 9.Qxhs+ Kc1 wins.

iii) e1Q 10.Qa1+ c1Q 11.Qa4+ Qc2 12.Qai+,
or h2 10.Qai+ c1S 11.Qag+ Sb3 12.Qxb3+ Ke1
13.Kg3 hgq+ 14.Kxh2 draws, e.g. d1Q 15.Qbg+
Qd2 16.Qb1+ Kf2 17.Qf5+ Ke3 18.Qgs+ Kd3
19.Qds+ Kc3 20.Qas+ Kc2 21.Qaz+ Kdi1 22.Qa1+
Qc1 23.Qd4g+.

iv) 14.Qf3+? Kc1 15.Qf4 h2 16.Kxh2 Scgq
17.Kg2 h4 wins.

v) 15.Kg2? Kc1 16.Qe3 Sc4 17.Qf4 h4 18.Kh2
h3 19.Kxh3 Kb1 20.Qxc4 c1Q 21.Qb3+ Qb2
22.Qd1+ Ka2 wins.

No 23566 A. Jasik
1st honourable mention
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No 23566 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Sb2+
Bxb2 2.Qb3+ Ke1/i 3.Qxb2 Sc3 4.Qxc3+ Kf1
5.5g6 e1Q+ 6.Qxe1+ Kxe1 7.Se7, and:

— Rge8 8.g8S Rxcy 9.f4 Rexe7+ 10.Sxe7 Rxey+
11.Kd4 draws, or:
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No 23567 P. Krug
2nd honourable mention
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No 23568 M. Pasman
1st commendation

No 23569 E. Melnichenko
2nd commendation

h8f8 3234.32 7/6 Draw

— Rce8 8.¢8S Rxgy 9.d4 Rexey+ 10.5xe7 Rxe7+
11.Kf4 draws.

i) Kc1 3.Kxe2 Bxes 4.d4 Bxcy 5.Qc4+ draws.

No 23567 Peter Krug (Austria). 1.Shy+ Kf7
2.cxdy Bxdy 3.Rhé6/i Qc8+ 4.Rxc8 Bxc8 s5.d7
Bxdy 6.6+ Bxe6 7.Rh1 gxhiB/ii 8.Sgs+ Key/iii
9.5xe4 draws.

i) 3.5f87 St6, and: 4.Rh6 Qhg 5.Rxh4 g1Q
wins, or 4.exf6 Bfs 5.Rxf5 g1Q 6.Shy Kg6 7.Rf8
Qgd4 wins.

ii) gxh1Q stalemate.

iii) Sxgs stalemate.

No 23568 Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.Re1 3
2.hxg6/i, and:
— Bxg6 3.h5 Bd3 4.Rxe5 f2 5.h6 fiR/ii 6.Re3 Rd1
7.Re1 Rd2 8.Rd1 Rxd1 stalemate, or:
— hxg6 3.hs, and:
- gxhs 4.Rxeq f2 5.Rxes f1Q 6.Rfs+ Qxfs
stalemate, or:
- Kf7 4.h6 g5 5.Rxe4 f2 6.hy f1Q 7.Rf4+ Qxf4
stalemate.
i) 2.Kxh7? g5+ (gxhs+) 3.Rxe4 f2 4.Rxes f1Q
wins.
ii) 1Q 6.Rfs+ Qxfs (Bxfs) stalemate.
HH remarks that a main line was omitted

in the award. Originally, 2...hxg6 3.h5 and now
3...g5 was also given as a main line: 4.h6 Bg6

5.Rxes f2 6.h7 f1Q 7.Rfs+ Qxfs (Bxfs) stalemate.

However, there is a dual in this line, as White
can also draw by 5.hy7. But it is possible to fix

h8f8 0130.24 4/6 Win

f7h8 0071.44 7/7 Win

this by playing 4...Bc2 (instead of Bg6) 5.Rxes
f2 6.h7 f1Q 7.Rf5+ and stalemate. There is a bo-
nus stalemate after 6...Bxhy 7.Rf5+ (not 7.Rxgs
Ke7) Bxds stalemate!

No 23569 Emil Melnichenko (New Zea-
land). 1.Sh6 Ba2+ 2.Kf8 Bxf2 (Bc3; d4) 3.c4 bx-
c3ep 4.Bxc3+ e55.d4 Bga/i 6.Bd2/ii Bh4 7.ds/iii
Bxds 8.e4 Bb3 9.5f7+ Bxf7 10.Bh6 Bf6 11.Kxf7
and mate.

i) Bxe3 6.Sf7+ Bxf7 7dxes; hs 8.e6+ Khy
9.Kxf7 wins.

ii) 6.Sf5? Bh2 7.Sh6 Bg3 repeats.

iii) logical try: 7.e4? exd4 8.5f7+ Bxf7 9.Bhé6
Bf6 10.Kxf7 Bes draws.

No 23570 M. Hlinka & M. Garcia
3rd commendation
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No 23570 Michal Hlinka (Slovakia) &
Mario Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.g6/i Bxd3
2.g7/ii Bc4 3.Bd7+ Kbg/iii 4.Sg4 Kcs 5.Kby/iv
Kdé 6.Se3 (Kb6? Bg8;) Rb2+ 7.Bbs Rxbs+/v
8.Ka6 draws.
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i) 1.Bd7+? Bbs 2.Bxbs+ Kxbs 3.5f3 Rf2 4.Ses
Kb6 5.Sc4+ Kc7 wins.

ii) 2.Bd7+? Kas 3.Sg4 Kb6 4.Kb8 Bxg6 wins.

iii) Kas 4.Sg4 Kb6 5.Kb8 draws.

iv) 5.Bc8? Re2 6.5f6 Kc6 7.Bgg Rfz2 8.Se8
Rf4 9.Bh3 Rd4 10.Kay Bf7 wins, e.g. 11.Bfs Rbg
12.Bg6 Be6 13.5f6 Rby+ 14.Ka6 Rxgy 15.Be8+
Kcs 16.Se4+ Kd4.

v) Bxbs 8.Kay, or Be6 8.Kb6 draw.

HH cooks the special commendation: P.
Krug (Austria) h8g4 3502.02 f5d8g7h4dses.

g6hs 5/5 Win. Intended: 1.Rd5 Qxds 2.5f6+ Kgs
3.5xd5 Rd4 4.S3b4 h4 5.Khy h3 6.Rxg6+ Khyg
7.5e3 Rxb4 8.Kh6 Rf4 9.Rg4+ Rxg4 10.5f5 mate.

But: 1.Rey Kh3 2.Kg7 Kh2 and now: 3.5f6 Ra4
4.Rds5 Qf3 5.Se1 Qf1 6.Rd2+ Kg1 7.Rd1 Ra3z and
after the nice re-grouping move 8.Shy White
has an unstoppable attack: e.g. Kh2 9.Sg5 Kg3
10.Rd2 Kg4 11.Se4 Kh3 12.Sf2+ Kh4 13.5fd3 Ras
14.Rf2 Qh3 15.Kh6 g5 16.Sg2+ Kg4 17.Re4+ Kg3
18.Re3+ wins.

Pat a Mat 2018-2019

Emil Vlasak (Czech Republic) judged this informal tourney of the Slovak composition magazine
in which 22 studies by 19 composers from 11 countries participated.

No 23571 D. Gurgenidze
& M. Minski
1st prize
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No 23571 David Gurgenidze (Georgia) &
Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Rg4/i Ras 2.Ke6
Rxe4+ (Ra6+; Kfs) 3.Rxeq4 Ra6+ (fs5; Rgs)
4.Kd7/ii Ray+ 5.Kd8 Ra8+ (f5; Re8+) 6.Kcy f5
7.Rh4 fxe4 8.Rh8+ wins.

i) 1.Ke6? Kxgy 2.Kxfs5 Rf2 draws.

ii) 4.Kf5? Kt7 5.Rg1/vi Ras+ 6.Kg4 f5+ draws.

No 23572 P. Arestov
& D. Keith
and prize
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No 23572 Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Dan-
iel Keith (France). 1.Bg7+ Kf5 2.Qxd2 Qcy+/i
3.Ka6 a2 4.Qd3+ (Qxa2? Qc6+;) Kgs 5.hy Qxgy
6.Qg3+ Khe/ii 7.Qh3+/iii Kg6/iv 8.h8S+ Kf6
9.Qc3+ wins.

i) a2 3.Qd3+ Kgs 4.h7 Qc7+ 5.Ka6 wins.

ii) Kt6 7.Qc3+ Kg6 8.h8Q wins.
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iii) 7.Qh2+? Kg6 8.h8S+/xii Kf5 draws.

iv) Kg5 8.Qg2+ Kh6 9.Qh1+ Kg6 10.h8Q
wins.

No 23573 P. Krug
3rd prize
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No 23573 Peter Krug (Austria). 1.Bf8+ Rgy
2.Qcs5 Qas+ 3.Qxas Rd4+ 4.Ker Sxas 5.g4 Rx-
d1+/i 6.Kxd1 b2 7.d8Q b1Q+ 8.Ke2 Qxc2+ 9.Kf3
Qc6+10.Kg3 Qc3+11.Kh2 (Kg2)/ii Qc2+12.Kh3
Qc3+ 13.Qd3 Qxd3+ 14.Kh4 and 15.g5 mate.

i) Re4+ 6.Be2 Rxe2+ 7.Kxe2 Sc6 8.cxbz a2
9.g5+ Kxhs 10.Bxg7 wins.

ii) 1.Qd3? Qe1+ 12.Kg2 Scq 13.Qxc4 Qd2+
14.Kf3 Qdi+ 15.Qe2 Qhi+ 16.Kg3 Qg1+ 17.Qg2
Qxg2+ 18.Kxg2 a2 19.g5+ Kxhs 20.Bxgy Kgg
draws.

No 23574 A. Rusz
special prize
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No 23574 Arpad Rusz (Rumania). 1.g7 Bxgy
2.Qb2+, and:

— Kfs5 3.Qxgy Se6 4.Qhy+ Kga (Sg6; Qf7+)
5.Qdy Kf5 6.Qd3+ Kf6 7.Qc3+ Kt7 8.Qh3 Sg6
9.Qf5+ wins, or:

— Ke6 3.Qxg7 Sfs 4.Qg8+ Kdy (Sf7; Qg6+)
5.Qg4 Ke6 6.Qcq+ Kf6 7.Qc3+ Kg6 8.Qc8 Sty
9.Qe6+ wins.

No 23575 A. Avni & M. Minski
1st honourable mention
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No 23575 Azmatzia Avni (Israel) & Martin
Minski (Germany). 1.Rhs5 Be2+/i 2.Kxe2 Res+/
ii 3.Se4+ Kxe4 4.Rb4+ Kds+ 5.Re4 Kxe4 6.Bb7+
wins.

i) Qe8 2.5f7+ Kf6 3.Rh6+ Bg6 4.Rxg6+ Kxg6
5.Bxbs wins, or Kgé6 2.Se6 Qa8 3.5f4+ wins.

ii) Qe8+ 3.Kf2 Rxby 4.Bxby Qxhs s5.g4+
Qxg4 6.Bc8+ Kxgs 7.Bxg4 wins.

No 23576 P. Krug & M. Garcia
2nd honourable mention
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No 23576 Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario
Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.0-O/i O-Olii
2.5f6+ Kh8 3.Qg6 Bxds/iii 4.Rh3 Qcs+ 5.Rf2
Qc1+ 6.Kh2 h6 7.Rxd3 fxg6/iv 8.5xg6 mate.

i) 1.8d6+? Qxd6 2.Sc4+ Qe6 3.Rxe6+ fxe6
4.Qxg7 Sxd3+ 5.Kd2 Rxc4 6.Qxh8+ Kdy draws.

ii) £6 2.5d6+ Kf8 3.Rfe1 wins.

iil) fxg6 4.Sxg6+ hxg6 5.Rh3 mate.

iv) gxf6 8.Qxf6+ Khy 9.Rg3 wins.



Pat a Mat 2018-2019

No 23577 A. Zhukov & V. Kirillov
3rd honourable mention
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No 23577 Aleksandr Zhukov & Valery
Kirillov (Russia). 1...Bfs+ 2.Kf6/i Qxbs (Sd7+;
Ke7) 3.Qds+ (Qa8+ Sby;) Kxds 4.c4+ Kxcg
5.5e3+, and:

— Kd4 6.Sxfs+ Kds 7.c4+ draws, or:
— Kb4 6.Sds5+ Kas 7.b4+ draws.

i) 2.Kh6? Qd2+ 3.Khs Qdi+ 4.Kh6 Qhi+
wins.

No 23578 M. Hlinka & L. Kekely
4th honourable mention
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No 23578 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia). 1...Qe7+ 2.Kfs Bbi+ 3.Re4 Rbs+
4.Se5Rf15.Qxf1+ (Kg4? f5+;) Kxf16.Sg3+ (Rd1+?
Kf2;) Kf2 7Rd2+ Kxg3 8.Rd3+ Kf2 (Bxd3 stale-
mate) 9.Rf4+/i Ke2 10.Re4+ Kf2 11.Rf4+ Kg2
12.Rg4+ Kh2 13.Rh4+ Qxh4 stalemate.

i) 9.Rd2+? Kf1 10.Rd1+ Kg2 11.Rd2+ Kh3
12.Rd3+ Bxd3 wins.

No 23579 Mihai Neghina (Rumania) &
Mario Kamody (Slovakia). 1.Ke2 Bxe3 2.Kxe3
Sxf4 3.Rg1 Sxga2+ 4.Rxg2 f4+ 5.Ke2 f3+ 6.Kf1
fxg2+ 7.Kg1 draws.

No 23579 M. Neghina & M. Kamody
special honourable mention
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No 23580 A. Avni
commendation
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No 23580 Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Rc6 Kfs/i
2.g6 (Kd2? Kxgs;) c1Q+ 3.Rxc1 Kxg6 4.Kd2
Rxb2+/ii 5.Ke3 Kfs 6.Rc5+ bxcs stalemate.

i) Rxb2 2.Kd2 Kd4 3.Kc1 Rbs 4.g6 draws.

ii) Rb3 5.Rf1, or Kfs5 5.Kc3

No 23581 P. Krug & M. Garcia
commendation
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No 23581 Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario
Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Rfi/i Sxf1 2.Khé
a1Q 3.5f6+ Kh8 4.g6 fxg6/ii 5.Ses/iii Rxf6
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No 23582 P. Kiryakov

& E. Egorov No 23583 L. Kekely No 23584 J. Carf
commendation commendation special commendation
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6.Qb8+/iv Bg8 7.Qf8 Rxf8 (Qay; Qxf6+) 8.5xg6
mate.
i) 1.5xd2? a1Q 2.Qxa1 Sxa1 3.S5xc4 Kg7 4.Sdes
Rh8+ 5.Rh6 Sf1 6.5xf7 Sg3+ 7.Kg4 Rxhé6 draws.
ii) Rg8 5.g7+ Rxg7 6.Qb8+ Rg8 7.Qxg8 mate,
or Qxbz2 5.g7 mate.
iii) 5.Qb7? Bf7 6.Qe7 Qa3 7.Qes Qa1 draws.
iv) 6.5xg6+? Kg8 7.Qb8+ Kf7 8.Qcy+ Ke6
9.Qc6+ Kf5 10.Qf3+ Ke6 draws.

No 23582 Petr Kiryakov & Evgeny Egorov
(Russia). 1.gxf6/i gxf6 2.es5, and:

— fxes 3.d6 Rf7+ 4.Keq Rf1 5.Kxes5 Rfs+ 6.Keg

Rds 7.5xd7 Rxd6 8.5f8 draws, or:

— f5 3.dxe6 dxe6 4.Sa6 Rdy 5.Scs Rds 6.Sxe6

Rxes 7.5g7 draws.

i) 1.d6? Rf7 2.g6 Rf8 3.5xdy Rd8 4.5xf6 gxf6
5.e5 f5 6.Kf4 Rg8 7.d7 Rd8 8.g7 Rg8 9.Kg5 Rxg7+
10.Kf6 Rg8 11.Kxe6 f4 12.Kf7 Rh8 (Ra8) 13.e6 {3
14.e7 2 15.e8Q f1Q+ wins.

No 23583 Lubos Kekely (Slovakia). 1.Seq
a1Q 2.Bf6 Qa2 3.Rc8+ Qc2+ (Kdi; Sc3+)
4.Rxc2+ Kxc2 5.Bes/i a2/ii 6.f5 Shy/iii 7.6 Sg6
8.Ba1 (Bd4? Kd3;) wins.

i) 5.f5¢ Se3 6.5Sd6 a2 draws.

ii) Sxf4 6.Bxf4 a2 7.Bes Kb1 8.Sd2+ Kc2 9.Sb3
wins.

iii) Se3 7.f6 Sc4 8.Ba1 wins.

No 23584 Jean Carf (France). 1.Rd7+ Rxdy
(Kc8; Rxey) 2.Rg8+ Rds+ 3.Bxds+ Kay 4.Rg7+
(Rxh8 stalemate) Kb8 5.Bg8 Kc8 6.Kc4/iii Kd8
7.Bxh7 Qe8/iv 8.Rg8 wins.

iii) 6.Kc5? Kd8 7.Bxh7 Qf8+, or 6.Kc6? Kd8
7.Bxh7 Qe8+, or 6.Kb6? Kd8 7.Bxhy Qf8 8.Rg8
Ke7 9.Rxf8 Kxf8 10.Kc6 Kf7 11.Kd6 Kf6 12.Bfs
Kf7 13.Bh7 Kf6 draw.

iv) Qf8 8.Rg8 Key 9.Rxf8 wins, e.g. Kxf8
10.Kds.
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This annual informal tourney was judged by Mario Guido Garcia (Argentina), who considered
32 studies by 21 composers from 11 countries. His highly-questionable habit of dividing tourney
awards into several sections to award almost every sound study was also allowed by the endgame

study editor of this magazine (M. Hlinka).

The provisonal award was published in CS iii2020 and iv2020 and became final in CS xi2020
without changes in ranking. The award was efficiently edited - i.e. no analytical lines.

Win section

No 23585 Peter Krug (Austria ). 1.Rfi+/i
Kxf1 2.Se3+ Kf2 3.Rd2+ Kxe3/ii 4.5f4, and:
— f2 5.Rd3 mate, or
— Bb1 5.Re2 mate, Kxfg (Qxf4; Rxa2+) 5.Rds
mate.

i) 1.Bb2? Qxd6+ 2.Kxd6 g3 3.Rd2 f2 4.Se3 g2
5.5d4 a1Q draws.

ii) Kg1 4.Rd1+ Kf2 5.Rfi+ Ke2 6.Sd4+ Kd3
7.Rd1+ Kc3 8.Bd2+ Kb2 9.Sc4 mate.

No 23586 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Qxh4/i
Qdé6 2.Bey+/ii Rxey 3.g7+/iii Sxg7 4.Sg6+ Bxg6
5.Qf6+/iv Qxf6 6.Rh8+ Kf7 7.d8S mate.

i) 1.Bxh4? Ra6+ 2.Kby Ray+ 3.Kxay Qc7+
4.Ka6 Qc6+ draws.

ii) 2.Qa4? f2 3.Rf7+ Kg8 4.Rxf5 Bf3+ 5.Rxf3
Qds+ 6.Kb8 Qxfz 7.Qc4 f1Q 8.Qxe6+ Kxh8
draws.

iii) 3.Rf7+? Kg8 4.Qc4 Qa3+ 5.Kb8 Qdé6+
draws.

iv) 5.Rh8+? Kf7 6.d8S+ Qxd8+ 7.Rxd8 Be4g+
8.Kb8 Se6 draws.

No 23587 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine) &
Evgeny Kopilov (Russia). 1.Sc7+ Qxcy 2.Rf8+
Kxf8 3.Bxbsg+ Qcs/i 4.Kf6/ii Ra6+ 5.6 Rxe6+
6.Kxe6 Sb3 7.Rb6 (Kf6? Ke8;) Sd4+ 8.Kdy/iii
Sb3 9.Rbs/iv Qxb4 10.Rxb4 Sc5+ 11.Kd6 wins.

i) Kg8 4.Rxcy Rag 5.Rc4 wins.
ii) 4.Bxc5+? Rxcs 5.Kf6 Rc8 6.6 Sc2 7.Rhy
Kg8 8.Rg7+ Kh8 9.e7 Se3 10.Rg3 Sc4 draws.

iii) 8.Kf6? Qxb4 9.Rxbg Sc6 10.Rb6 Sd8
11.Rd6 Ke8 draws.

iv) 9.Bxc5+? Sxcs+ 10.Kd6 Seq+ 11.Kes Sgs
12.Kf6 Seq+ 13.Kes Sg5 draws.

HH: in the final award E. Kopilov was added
as co-author.

No 23588 Janos Mikitovics (Hungary).
1.Rhy/i Re3+ 2.Kb2 Rg3 3.Sh4 Rgs 4.Rg7 Rbs+
5.Kc2/ii Ke3 6.Rg2 Rhs 7.Rh2 Ras 8.Kbs/iii Kf4
9.Rg2/iv Ke3 10.Kbg Rhs 11.Rh2/v Rg5 12.Kcq
Ras 13.5g6 Rfs5 14.Kc3 Res+ 15.Kb3, and:

No 23587 V. Tarasiuk

No 23585 P. Krug No 23586 A. Jasik & E. Kopilov
1st prize and prize 3rd prize
// /7/// %’/%/% 5
m m m m | [ mim mD  fEnm E o
W How B | W EImik /% /g/ =
w % 0 W m_m_Eamt | m Axe
1 27 A7 »ry

LA

EE g w

C581 3242.03 6/6 Win

v /x%
%

»

/

_
B RN

a8f8 4474.21 7/7 Win

— 80 —

%%%//%//%
B _E
JE B E
By

e6e8 3517.10 6/5 Win




Ceskoslovensky sach 2019

No 23588 J. Mikitovics
special prize

No 23589 S. Osintsev
honourable mention

No 23590 D. Gatti
honourable mention
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— Rbs+16.Kc2 Rf5 17.5e7 Re518.5g8 Ras 19.5hé6
Ra2+ 20.Kc3 Rxe2 21.5f5+ Kf3 22.Sd4 wins,
or:

— Rc3+ 16.Kbg/vi Re2 17.5f4 Kxf4 18.e3+ Kxe3
19.Rxc2 Kd3 20.Rc3+ Kd2 21.Kc4 e3 22.Rd3+
wins.

i) 1.Ra2? Rbs+ 2.Kag Rb6 3.5f4 Ra6+ 4.Kb3
Rxa2 5.Kxa2 Ke3 draws.

ii) 5.Kc1? Ke3 6.Rg2 Rcs+ 7.Kd1 Ras 8.Rg3+
Kf2 draws.

iii) 8.Kb2? Rcs 9.Kb3 Kfs 10.Rg2 Ke3 11.Kbg
Rhs 12.Rh2 wins.

iv) 9.Kb4? Rgs5 10.Rg2 Ke3 11.5f5+ wins.

v) 11.5g6? Rf5 12.Kc4 Rf2 13.Rxf2 Kxf2 14.5f4
Ke3 draws.

vi) 16.Kxc3? stalemate, or 16.Kb2? Rcy.

HH: EG does not reproduce (double) excla-
mation marks — which this composer loves —
nor the multiply nested subline - ibid -, other-
wise this supplement would have risked run-
ning out of space.

No 23589 Sergey Osintsev (Russia). 1.b7/i
Bay 2.f3/ii Bds/iv 3.Bxay Rxay 4.Kdé/iii Rxby
5.cxb7 Bxby 6.Rc7+ Sf7+ 7.Ke6 Kg6 8.Rxf7 Bds+
9.Kxds5 Kxf7 10.Kes wins.

i) 1.Rxc5? Rxb6 2.f4 Ra6 3.Rgs+ Khy 4.Bd4
Bc4 5.Rg7+ Kh8 6.c7 Be6+ 7.Kd8 Ra8+ draws.
ii) 2.f4? Bds 3.Bxay Rxay 4.Kd6 Rxby s5.cxby
Bxby 6.Rc7+ Sf7+ 7.Ke6 Kg8/viii 8.Rxf; Bds+
9.Kxds5 Kxf7 10.Kes5 Key 11.Kf5 Kf7 12.Kg5 Kg7
draws.

iii) 4.Kc8? Sf7 5.Kb8 Rxb7+ 6.cxby Kf6 7.Kcy
Bxby draws.

No 23590 Daniele Gatti (Italy). 1.a3+ Kag
2.Ba6 bs 3.Bb7 Qe7 4.Rcq4+ Qbg+ (bxcy; Bc6
mate) 5.axb4/v bxc4 6.bxas, and:

— Kxas 7.g5 h3 8.g6 h2 9.g7 h1Q 10.g8Q c3+
11.Kc2 Qh2+ 12.Kxc3 wins, or:

— Kbgy/i 7.a6 c3+ 8.Kc2 h3 9.a7 h2 10.a8Q h1Q
11.Qf8+ wins.

i) Kbs 7.a6 Kbé6 8.g5 wins.

No 23591 Martin ~ Minski  (Germany).
1.Kc7/i f1Q 2.Rf8/ii Qxf8 3.b8S+ Qxb8+ 4.Sxb8+
Kas 5.5c6+ Ka6 6.Sc2 (bg? Rci;) Bxc2 7.b4 Rex
8.Sb8 mate.

i) 1.Rf8? Kxb7 2.Rb8+ Kaé6 draws.
ii) 2.Sb4+? Kas 3.Rf8 Rc1+ and Black wins.

No 23592 Jaroslav Polassek (Czech Re-
public). 1..Rhi+ 2.Bh2 Rxh2+/i 3.Kg3 Rxg2+
4.Kxg2 Kxf7+ 5.Bg6+/ii Rxg6+ 6.Rg3 Rh6 7.Rg8
Kxg8 8.b7 wins.

i) Kxf7 3.Rf3+ Key 4.Kh3 Rb8 5.Rfi Rxfi
6.Bxb8 wins.

No 23593 Yochanan Afek (the Netherlands/
Israel) & Jaroslav Polassek (Czech Republic).
1.f7 Rb6+ 2.Kg7/i Rby 3.Rg8 Ray 4.Kf6 Ra6+
5.Ke5 Ras+ 6.Keq Rag+ 7.Kf3 Ra3+ 8.Kg2 Raz2+
9.Kh1Rai+10.Kh2 Ra2+11.Rg2 Ra812.Rg7 Ra2+
13.Kg1 Rai+ 14.Kf2 Raz2+ 15.Ke3 Raz+ 16.Kd4
Rag+ 17.Kcs Ras+ 18.Kc4/ii Ra8/iii 19.Kbs Rb8+
20.Kcs Ra8 21.Kc4 h6 22.Kds Ras+ 23.Ke6 Ra6+
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No 23591 M. Minski
special honourable mention

No 23593 Y. Afek & J. Polassek
special honourable mention

No 23592 J. Polassek
special honourable mention
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24.Kf5 Ras+ 25.Kg6 Ra8 26.Khy/iv Rf8 27.Kxh6
Rh8+ 28.Kg6/v Ra8 29.Rg8 wins/vi.

i) 2.Kxh7? Rby 3.Kg6 Rxf7 4.Kxf7 Kg4 draws.

ii) 18.Kb6? Rfs 19.Kc6 hé6 20Kdé Rxfy
21.Rxt7 Kg3 draws.

iii) Rag4+ 19.Kbs Rf4 20.Kcs h6 21.Kds Rxf7
22.Rxf7 Kg3 23.Ke4 wins.

iv) 26.Kxh6? Rf8, or 26.Rg8? Ra6+ 27.Khy
Rf6 draw.

v) 28.Rh7? Rf8 29.Kg7 Rxf7+ 30.Kxf7 Kga
draws.

vi) Ra6+ 30.Kfs Ras+ 31.Keq4 Rag+ 32.Kd3
Raz+ 33.Kc2 Ra2+ 34.Kb3z Rf2 35.f8Q Rxf8
36.Rxf8 Kg3 37.Kc2 hg4 38.Kd2 h3 39.Kez2 h2
40.Rg8+ Kh3 41.Kf2 h1Q 42.Rh8+ Kg4 43.Rxh1.

This is an improvement of a study by Y. Afek
(EG#03607).

No 23594 S. Nosek
commendation
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No 23594 Stanislav Nosek (Czech Repub-
lic). 1.Kg6/i dxe3 2.Bds+ Kh8 3.c6 Bes 4.Bxa2/ii

e2 5.5xe5 e1Q 6.5f7+ Kg8 7.c7 Qe8 8.c8Q (c8R)
Qxc8 9.Sd6+ wins.

i) 1.Bds+? Khy 2.c6 dxe3+ 3.Kf7 Bes 4.Bxaz
e2 5.5xes5 €1Q 6.c7 Qc3 7.Bc4 Qxes 8.c8Q Qg7+,
or 1.Kxf5? dxe3 2.Bds+ Kg7 3.c6 Bes 4.Bxa2 e2
draw.

ii) 4.Sxes? a1Q 5.5f7+ Kg8 6.c7 Qa6+ 7.5d6+
Kf8 8.Kxfs e2 and Black wins.

No 23595 M. Hlinka, L. Kekely,
E. Vlasak & J. Polassek
special commendation
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No 23595 Michal Hlinka, Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia), Emil Vlasak & Jaroslav Polassek
(Czech Republic). 1.by Bd3+ 2.Kf4 Rb1 3.Bf3
Rbé6 4.Rg2+ Kc3 5.Ra2/i Kd4 6.Ra6 Rb1 7.Rd6+
Kc3z 8.Rd8 Kd2 9.Rh8 Rb6 10.Rh6 Rbi1 11.Rh2+
Kc3 12.Ke3 Re1+ 13.Re2 Rb1 14.Ra2 Re1+ 15.Be2
Rbi1 16.Ra3+ Kc2 17.Bf3 wins/ii.

i) 5.Kes? Rbs+ 6.Bds Bhy 7.Rg3+ Bd3 8.Rg8
Kd2 9.Kd4 c310.Rg2+ Be211.Bc4 c212.Bxbs c1Q
13.Rxe2+ Kd1 14.b8Q Qf4+ 15.Qxf4 stalemate.
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No 23596 M. Hlinka

& L. Kekely No 23597 V. Neishtadt No 23598 A. Avni
1st prize and prize 3rd prize
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ii) e.g. Re1+ 18.Kd4 Rb1 19.Ra8 Kd2 20.b8Q
Rxb8 21.Rxb8.

Draw section

No 23596 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Keke-
ly (Slovakia). 1.Bxe3 Bgy+ 2.Kaz c1S+ 3.Bxc1
Rf2+ 4.Kxa3 Bf8+ 5.Rd6 R7f3+ 6.Qxf3+ Rxf3+
7.5e3++ Kxc1 8.Rcg+ Kbi (Qxc4 stalemate;)
9.Rbg+ Kc1 10.Rc4+ Kb1 11.Rbg+ Kai 12.Rdi+
Qxd1 stalemate.

No 23597 Vladimir Neishtadt (Russia). 1...
g4+ 2.hxga Sgs+ 3.Qxgs Rgs+ 4.Kxgs/i Sfi+
5.Kh3 Bxgs 6.Be4+ c6 7.Sbs5 Qxbs 8.Bxc6+ Qxc6
stalemate.

i) Thematic try: 4.Ke2? Rg2+ 5.Kf3 Rf2+
6.Ke4 Rf8 7.Qe7 Rf4+ 8.Kxf4 Sds++ wins.

No 23598 Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Qaz+
Kf6 2.Qa6+ Kgs 3.5xh4 Be1+ 4.Kh2 Rb2+ 5.Kg1

f3a8 4347.42 8/8 BTM, Draw

g3e6 1364.01 3/6 Draw

Bf2+ 6.Kf1 Be2+ 7.Qxe2 Rxe2 8.5f3+ gxf3 stale-
mate.

No 23599 Marco Campioli (Italy). 1..Bf4+
2.Se5 Bxes+ 3.dxes d2 4.e8Q d1Q+ 5.Key f1Q
6.Qg8+ Kheé 7.£8Q+ Qxf8+ 8.Qxf8+ Kgs 9.Qf6+
Kgq 10.Qg6+ Kf3 11.Qfs+ Kg3 12.Qgs+ Kf3
13.Qf5+ Ke3 14.Qgs+ Kf2 15.Qf4+ Kg2 16.Qeq+
(Qg4+) Kfi 17.Qf3+ Ker 18.Qg3+ Kf1 19.Qf3+
Kg1 20.Qg3+ (Qe3+) Kh1 21.Qf3+ Rg2 22.Qh3+
Kg1 23.Qe3+ Kh2 24.Qh6+ Kg3 25.Qe3+ Kh2
26.Qh6+ Kg1 27.Qe3+ Kf1 28.Qf3+ Ke1 29.Qxg2
c1Q 30.Qg3+ Kd2 31.d8Q+ draws.

No 23600 Peter Kiryakov (Russia). 1.Rh2
Re2 2.Bf2 Rxf2 3.Rxh3 Rh2 4.Rxh2 fxg3 5.Rh3
g2 6.Kgs+ Kg7 7.Rh6 g1Q 8.Rg6+ Kf7 9.Rf6+
Ke7 10.Rxf3 draws/i.

i) e.g. Qc1+ 11.Khg Qhi+ 12.Kg3 Qe+ 13.Kh3
Ke8 14.Rfs.

No 23601 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Bd3+
Kag 2.Rg3 Qa2+ 3.Kd1 Qa1+ 4.Kd2 Kxa3 5.Bb1+

No 23599 M. Campioli
special prize
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No 23601 P. Arestov
special prize
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No 23602 B. Buyannemekh,

M. Hlinka & L. Kekely
honourable mention

No 23603 1. Aliev
honourable mention

No 23604 J. Polassek
special honourable mention

EE T EE EiE [P PR T
SR = m m A nE n
HoEE E | EE HAE W
Al B % m o BN BB B oA
AE Eex m | EoE K 3 | E EAE K
E n o B B E | BB S
sESEONAE | E omen E y///g/ =
‘A NN e BB e BT

c2e4 0311.33 6/5 Draw

Kbs 6.Rga+ Kb3 7.Rg3+ Kb2 8.Rg6 Qa4 9.Rb6+
Ka1 10.Kc3 Qf4 11.Rb3 a4 12.Rbg4 Qci1+ 13.Kd4
Qxb1 14.Rxag+ Kb2 15.Rb4+ draws.

No 23602 Bizyaginn Buyannemekh (Mon-
golia), Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely (Slova-
kia). 1.f34+ Ke3 2.Sc1 a1Q 3.Bcs+ Rd4 4.Bxdg+
Kf4 5.c4 Qa3 6.Bcs Qa1 7.Bd4 Qa3z 8.Bcs by
9.Bxb4 Qa1 10.Bc3 Qa3 11.Bbg4 positional draw.

No 23603 Ilham Aliev (Azerbaijan). 1.h6
f3 2.Sg4 f2 3.5xf2 Kxf2 4.Kg5 Bhy 5.g8Q Bxg8
6.Kxg6 Bds 7.Kgs Beq 8.Kfg Bd3 9.Kes Ke3
10.Kds a4 11.hy Bxhy 12.Kc4 Kd2 13.Kbg4 Bc2
14.Ka3 Kc1 15.Ka2 Bb3+ 16.Ka1 a3 stalemate.

No 23604 Jaroslav Polassek (Czech Repub-
lic). 1...Sf3+ 2.Kh1 Qxe4 3.Qbs+ Kf2 4.Qf1+ Kxf1

No 23605 B. Buyannemekh
& M. Hlinka
commendation
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gie2 4003.41 6/4 BTM, Draw

5.a8Q Qxa8 6.e8Q Qb7 7.Qa8 Qxa8 8.g8Q Qe4
9.Qc4+ Qe2 10.Qc1+ Kf2 11.Qez+ Ker (Kxe3

stalemate;) 12.Qc1+ Qdi1 13.Qe3+ Kf1 14.Qd3+
Qe2 15.Qd2 Sd4 16.Qfg4+ Qf2 17.Qci1+ Qe1
18.Qf4+ Ke2+ 19.Kg2 Sc2 20.Qf3+ Kd2 21.Kh3
draws.

After M. Havel 1947 (HHdbV1#68569).

No 23605 Bizyaginn Buyannemekh (Mon-
golia) & Michal Hlinka (Slovakia). 1.Sdc4 Qa4+
2.Kc1 Qa1+ 3.Kc2 hxgs 4.b6 Qag+ 5.Kc1 g4
6.b7 Qb4 7.Kd1 g3 8.Ke2 g2 9.Kf2 Qb1 10.Kxg2
Qxb7+ 11.5f3 draws.

No 23606 Michael Pasman (Israel). 1.a6
bxa6 2.Kd4 Kdy 3.Kes Key 4.f3 zz Scy 5.f4 7z
Se8 6.f5 Kf7 7.6 Sxf6 8. Kdé draws.

No 23606 M. Pasman
commendation
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Gravura 2020

Every section of the 1oth edition of the multi-genre Gravura for two-movers, three-movers,
more-movers, selfmates, helpmates, fairies, and endgame studies (for the last 5 editions) was again
judged by Igor Agapov - an incredible achievement.

For this edition he considered 365 problems with 8-10 pieces (Gravura), including 25 studies by 21
composers from 10 countries. The award was dated 30x2020. In a postscript, the judge writes that in
total he had judged no fewer than 2,828 problems in the 10 editions, and awarded 37% as he wanted
to maintain a relatively decent level. Well done! Unfortunately, this was the last event of this series.

No 23607 O. Pervakov
1st prize
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No 23607 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.5f6+
Kf8/i 2.Sxe4/ii Sd3 3.b3z/iii e2/iv 4.Ra1 e1Q
5.Rxe1 Sxe1 6.b4 zz Sd3 7.bs Ses 8.b6 Sc6 9.b7
Ke7/v 10.Sc3 Sf2 11.Sd5+, and:

— Kd7 12.Sb4 Sxb4 13.b8Q Sfd3 14.Qb6/vi Scé
15.Qbs/vii Ses 16.Kb7 Kd6 17.Qa6/viii, and:

- Kd7 18.Kb6 wins, or:

- Kds 18.Kc7 wins, or:

— Ke6 12.Sbg Sxb4 13.b8Q Sfd3 14.Qbs Kdé6
15.Qc4 zz, wins.

i) Kf7 2.Sxe4 Sd3 3.b4 e2 4.Ra1 e1Q 5.Rxe1
Sxe1 6.bs Sd3 7.b6 Ses 8.b7 Sc6 9.Sd6+ Ke6
10.Sbs Sf2 11.Sa7 wins.

ii) 2.Rxe4? e2 3.Re3 Sf2 4.b4 Kf7 5.5d7 Sga
6.Se5+ Sxes 7.Rxes Kf6 draws.

iii) Thematic try: 3.b4? e2 4.Ra1 e1Q (Sxb4?%;
Re1) 5.Rxe1 Sxe1 zz 6.bs Sd3 7.b6 Ses 8.b7 Sc6
— the main line has this position with BTM -
9.5¢5 Sg3 10.5e6+ Key 11.8d4 Sxd4 12.b8Q Sgfs
(Sdfs) draws. 3.Ra2? Shf2 4.Sg3 Sh3 5.Se2 Kgy
6.Kb7 Kf6 7.Kb6 Shfy, or 3.Ra1? Shf2 4.Sxf2 exfa
5.Rf1 Ke7 draw.

iv) Sb2 4.Ra1 Sf2 5.5¢3 wins.

v) Kg7 10.Sc5 Sg3 11.Se6+ Kf6 12.5d8 Sxd8
13.b8Q, or Kg8 (Kf7; Sd6+) 10.5f6+ Kf7 11.5d5
wins.

vi) 14.Kb7? Sds, or 14.Qbs+? Kc7 draw.

vii) 15.Kb7? Sd8+, and: 16.Ka8 Scé, or 16.Ka6
Se6, or 16.Kay (Kb8) Ses draw.

viii) 17.Qb6? Kdy 18.Qc7+ Ke6 19.Qb6 Kd6
repeats.

No 23608 S. Osintsev
and prize
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No 23608 Sergey Osintsev (Russia). 1.f7
Bey/i 2.h6 Sfg+ 3.Kgi/ii Bes+ (Sh3+; Kg2)
4.Kh2 g3+ 5.Kxg3 Shs+ 6.Kh2/iii Sf6 7.Re8+
Bxe8/iv 8.hy/v Bd6+ 9.Kg1 Bxf7 10.h8Q+ Se8/
vi 11.Qa1/vii Bb3 12.Qh8 Bcs+ 13.Kh2/viii Bfy
14.Qa1 Bd6+ 15.Kg1/ix Bb3 16.Qh8 draws.

i) Sf4+ 2.Kg1 Bb6+ 3.Kh2 Bcs 4.Re8+ Kby
5.h6 draws.

ii) 3.Kf2? Bes+ 4.Kg3 Shs+ 5.Kxg4 Sf6+ 6.Kf5
Shy 7.Kg6 Bd3+ 8.Kg7 Bd4+ 9.Kg8 Scs 10.8Q+
Sxf8 11.Kxf8 Kby 12.hy Be4 13.Re2 Se6+ 14.Kg8
Bds 15.Rh2 Sfg4+ 16.Kf8 Sg6+ wins.
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iii) 6.Kh4? Sf6 7.Re8+ Bxe8 8.hy Bf2+ 9.Kg5
Sxhy7+, or 6.Kg4? St6+ 7.Kf5 Shy, or 6.Kg2? Sf6
7.Re8+ Bxe8 8.hy Bc6+, or 6.Kf3? Sf6 7.Re8+
Bxe8 8.h7 Bc6+, or 6.Kh3? Sf6 7.Re8+ Bxe8 8.hy
Bdy+ win.

iv) Kby 8.f8Q Bxf8 9.Rxf8 draws.

v) 8.fxe8Q+7? Sxe8 9.hy Bd4 wins.

vi) Sg8 11.Qh1+ Kb8 12.Qc6 draws,

vii) 11.Qh1+? Kb8 12.Qc6 Scs wins.

viii) 13.Kf1? Bcg+ 14.Ker Bbs, or 13.Kg2?
Bds+ 14.Kh2 Bcé6 win.

ix) 15.Kh3? Be6+ 16.Kh4 Bdy wins.

No 23609 Yuri Bazlov (Russia). 1.Rcs/i
Rf1 2.Bas/ii Rxb1 3.Bxb4 b6 4.Rbs/iii Kcg4/iv
5.Rh5/v Rb2+ 6.Kc1 Rxbg 7.Kc2 g6 8.Rgs5 zz
bs 9.5¢8 Kd4 10.Sb, and: Ke3 11.Sd5+, or: Ke4
11.Rg4+ wins.

i) .Rc1? Rc4, or 1.Rc3+? Kb2 2.Sa3 Rdg+
draws.

ii) 2.5c3? Rd4+ 3.Ke2 Ra1 4.Bes Rc4 5.Rbs+
Rb4 draws.

iii) 4.Rh5? Rb2+ 5.Kc1 Ra2 6.Sc6 Rca+, or
4.Rc6? Rb2+ 5.Kc1 Raz draw.

iv) Kag 5.Kc3 Rc1+ 6.Kd4 (Kd3) Rcy 7.Rxb6
Rxa7 8.Kc4 Rc7+9.Bcs Kas 10.Rg6 zz Rc8 11.Rg1
(Rg2, Rg3) Ka6 12.Rxg7 wins, e.g. Ra8 13.Kb4
Rb8+ 14.Kag Rby 15.Rg6+.

v) Logical try: 5.Rg5? Rb2+ 6.Kc1 Rxb4 7.Kc2
g6 zz, or here: 5..Rb4 6.Kc2 g6.

No 23610 Pavel Arestov & Petr Kiryakov
(Russia). 1.f8S+ (f8Q? Qxc7+;) Kf6 2.Rxc2/i

No 23610 P. Arestov

Kft7/ii 3.Shy/iii Kg7/iv 4.Sg5 Qes+/v 5.Kh1 (Kh3?
Qfs+;) Qds+ (Qxgs; Rey+) 6.Kh2 Qfs (Qd6+;
Kg2) 7.Rcs/vi Qxf2+ (Qxcs; Se6+) 8.Khz/vii
Khé6 (Qxcs; Se6+) 9.Res (Rds? Qfi+;) Qfsg
10.Kg2/viii Qxes/ix 11.5f7+ Khs 12.Sxe5 draws.

i) 2.Sh7+? Kf5 3.Rxc2 Kfs (Kg4) 4.Sf6 Kf3
wins.

ii) Qhs+ 3.Kg2 Qds+ 4.Kh2 Qhs+ 5.Kg2
Qg4+ 6.Kh2 Qh4+ 7Kg1 Qg4+ 8.Kh2 Qfg+
9.Kg1 positional draw.

iii) 3.Sd7? Qhs+ 4.Kg3 Qg5+ 5.Kh2 Qhg+
(Qfg+) 6.Kg1 Qga+ 7.Kh2 Qxdy wins.

iv) Qes+ 4.Kg1 Qe1+ 5.Kh2 Qes+ 6.Kg1 po-
sitional draw.

v) Qxgs 5.Rc7+ Kf6 6.Rc6+ Kg7 7.Rc7+ Kg8
8.Rc8+ Kg7 9.Rc7+ Khé6 10.Rc3 Qd2 11.Rh3+
draws.

vi) 7Rc7+? (Reg4? Qxf2+;) Kg8 8.Rc3 Qxfa+
9.Kh3 Qfs+ 10.Kh4 Qf4+ wins.

vii) 8.Kh1? Kh6 9.Re5 Qg3 wins.

viii) 10.Ra5? Qe3+ 11.Kg2 Qd2+ wins.

ix) Qxgs+ 11.Rxgs Kxgs 12.Kg3, or Khs
11.5f3+ draw.

No 23611 Sergey Abramenko & Aleksandr
Zhukov (Russia). 1.Bh6+ (Bb2+? Kd1;) Rgfa+/i
2.Bxfq+ Rxf4+ 3.Kg8/ii Bf6 4.Qxf6 Rxf6 5.h8Q
Rg6+ 6.Khy/iii f2 7.Qd4 Rg2 8.Qd3 Rg1 (f1Q;
Qxf1) 9.Qe3+ wins.

i) Refg+ 2.Ke8, or Kc2 2.Qg8 win.

ii) 3.Ke8? Bf6 4.Qxf6 Rxf6 5.h8Q Re6+ 6.Kdy
f2 7.Qf8 Re2 draws.

No 23611 S. Abramenko

No 23609 Y. Bazlov & P. Kiryakov & A. Zhukov

3rd prize 4th prize 1st honourable mention
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d2b3 0712.02 5/5 Win

h2e6 3100.22 4/4 Draw

f8c11640.11 4/5 W
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iii) 6.Kf7? f2 7.Qd4 f1Q+ wins.

No 23612 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
2nd honourable mention
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No 23612 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.Qf7 (Qxg8? Rxg8;) Rgs/i 2.Keq4 Rga+
3.Kf5 (Kf3? Rg3+;) Rfg+ 4.Kxfg Bxfy 5.Kfs5
Be6+/ii 6.Kxe6 a3 7.Kf5 a2 8.6+ Kgi/iii 9.e7
a1Q 10.e8Q Qxc3 11.Bb6+ Kf1 12.Qbs+ Ke1
13.Bxas wins.

i) Bxf7+ 2.e6+ Kg2 3.exf7 wins.

ii) a3 6.e6+, or Be8 6.6+ Kg2 7.c4 wins.

iii) Kh3 9.e7 a1Q 10.e8Q Qxc3 11.Qhs+ Kg2
12.Qe2+ Kg1 13.Bb6+ Khi 14.Qf1+ Kh2 15.Bgi+
wins.

No 23613 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
3rd honourable mention
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No 23613 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.Bd4+ Kh2 2.5f2 Sg2+ 3.Kxhs Qxe2+/i
4.5g4+ (Qxe2? Sf4+;) Kh3 5.Bes (Qxe2? Sf4+;)
Sds (Qxey4; Sf2 mate) 6.Qdz+ (Qxe2? Sdfs+)
Qe3 (Qxd3; Sf2 mate) 7.5f2/ii mate.

i) Sf4+ 4.Kg4, or Qf4 4.Bes win.

ii) 7.5xe3? Sgf4+, or 7.Qxds? Sf4+ draw.

No 23614 B. Djurasevic¢
1st commendation
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No 23614 Branislav Djurasevi¢ (Serbia).
1.5f4+/i Kxhg 2.Sxg2+ Kg3 (Kgs; Kf7) 3.bs/ii
Ba8/iii 4.Se3 Kf4/iv 5.5xds5+ Bxds+/v 6.Kf8 Kes
7.Ke7 Kd4 8.Kd6 Kc4 9.b6 Bf3 10.Kc7 Kbs 11.by
wins.

i) Thematic try: 1.5xg2? Kxg6 2.bs Ba8 3.Kf8
Kf6 4.Ke8 Ke6 5.Kd8 Kd6 6.Kc8 d4 7.Kb8/vi
Bxg2 8.b6 d3 9.b7 d2 draws.

ii) Thematic try: 3.Se3? Kf4 (Bby; Sxds) 4.bs
Bby 5.Sxds+ Kes 6.Sb6 Kdé/vii 7.a8Q Bxa8
8.Sxa8 Kcs 9.b6 Kc6 draws.

iii) Bb7 4.Se1 d4 5.5Sd3 Kf3 6.Sc5 wins.

iv) d4 5.Sc4 d3 6.Kf7 wins.

v) Kes 6.Sb6 Bb7y 7.a8Q Bxa8 8.Sxa8 Kdé
9.Kf7 Kcs 10.b6 Kc6 11.Ke6 Kby 12.Kd6 Kxa8
13.Kc6 wins.

vi) 7.b6 Kc6, or 7.5f4 Kcs draw.

vii) But not: Kd4? 7.Sd7 Kc4 8.b6 wins.

No 23615 P. Arestov
2nd commendation
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No 23615 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Rc3+/i
Bcy 2.Rc1/ii a1Q+ 3.Rxa1 Bb6+ (Rxai; f8Q)
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No 23616 A. Avni
3rd commendation
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No 23617 M. Zinar
special commendation
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No 23618 B. Smolkin
special commendation
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g3h11001.04 3/5 Win

4.Kes/iii Rxf7 5.Bxt7 g2 6.d6/iv g1Q/v 7.Ra8+,
and:

— Kdy 8.Be8 mate, or:

— Kby 8.Bds mate.

i) 1.£8Q? a1Q+ 2.Rc3+ Bcy, and: 3.Bc6+ BdS8
4.Bbs+ Rc7, or: 3.Bbs+ Kby 4.Bc6+ Kaé draw.

ii) 2.f8Q? a1Q 3.Bc6+ Bd8 4.Qf5+ Kb8 5.Qes+
Rcy draws.

iii) 4.Ke4? Rxf7 5.Bxf7 g2 draws.

iv) 6.Ra8+? Kby, or 6.Be6+? Kb8 draw.

v) Bay 7.Be6+ Kd8 8.Rxay g1Q 9.Ra8 mate.

No 23616 Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.g5+
Kg6/i 2.Be8+ Kfs/ii 3.Bd7+ (Bxd4? Kxgs;) Kfs
4.Bxh3 d3 5.Bc3/iii Sd1 6.Be1 (Bd2+? Kg3;) d2/
iv 7.Bxd2+ Kg3 8.Bei+ Kxh3 9.g6 Se3 10.g7 Sg4
11.g8B/v wins.

i) Khy 2.Be4+ Kg8 3.Bxd4 wins.

ii) Khy 3.g6+ Kh6 4.Bxd4 Sd3 5.Bf7 wins.

iii) 5.Be6? d2 6.Bb3 d1Q+ 7.Bxd1 Sxd1 8.g6
Sf2+ draws.

iv) Sf2+ 7Kxh2 Sxh3 8.Bd2+ wins, but not
8.g6? Sf2 draws.

v) 11.g8Q? (Bh4? Sh6;) Sf2+ 12.Bxf2 stalemate.

No 23617 Mikhail Zinar (Ukraine). 1.Kds/i
Ke7 2.Kc4 as/ii 3.Kd3 a3 4.Kc2 a2 5.Kb2 b3 6.Ka1

zz a4 7.Kb2 a3+ 8.Ka1 zz K18 9.g7+ Kxf7 10.g6+
Kxg7 stalemate.

i) Thematic try: 1.Kd3? a3 2.Kc2 a2 3.Kb2 b3
4.Ka1 a6 zz 5.Kb2 a5 6.Ka1 a4 7.Kb2 a3+ 8.Ka1
Key zz 9.£8Q+ Kxf8 10.g7+ Kxg7 11.g6 b2+ wins.

ii) a3 3.Kb3 a5 4.Ka2 a4 5.Kb1 zz b3 6.Ka1 a2
7.Kb2 a3+ 8.Ka1 zz Kf8 9.g7+ Kxf7 10.g6+ Kxgy
draws.

No 23618 Benjamin Smolkin (Canada).
1.Kh3 f2 2.5g3+/1 Kg1 3.Se2+ Kh1 4.Qd4/ii g1S+
5.Kg4 f1Q (Sxe2; Qxf2) 6.Sg3+ Kg2 7.5xf1 h1Q
8.Qxe4+ Sf3 9.Qxf3+ Kg1 10.Qe3+ wins, e.g.
Kxf1 11.Qc1+ Kg2 12.Qd2+ Kfr 13.Qdi+ Kg2
14.Qe2+ Kg1 15.Kg3.

i) 2.Qxe4? 1Q 3.Sg3+ Kgi 4.Qdg+ Qf2
5.Qd1+ Qf1 6.5xf1 gxfiQ+ draws.

ii) 4.Qes? g15+ 5.Kg3 (Kg4 Sxe2) £1Q 6.Qxe4+
Sf3/iii 7.Qxf3+ Qxf3+ 8. Kxf3 stalemate.

iii) But not: Qf3+? 7.Qxf3+ Sxf3 8.Kf2 Sd2
9.5g3 mate.

“This is an unusual game study with a
non-standard material distribution. 4.Qd4!! is
impressive, after which Black promotes three
pawns into different pieces. This composer
from Canada is 14 years old. The special com-
mendation is for the best “youthful” study.
What studies did O. Pervakov and S. Didukh

»

have at the age of 147 ...%
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Peter Gyarmati judged this informal tourney of the German general chess magazine. 29 entries

by 18 composers from 11 countries were published.

No 26619 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
1st prize
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No 23619 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.58 Sds5 2.Rhy+ Kg8 3.Rh8+ Kxh8
4.Kf7 Qhs 5.Rh4 Sf6/i 6.Rhi1/ii e6 7.Rh3/iii e5
8.Rh2/iv e4 9.Sd7 Bcy 10.Rh1 Qxh1 11.g7+ Khy
12.5xf6+ Kh6 13.g8Q wins.

i) Sfg4 6.Se6 Bas 7.Sxf4 Qxh4 8.g7+ Khy
9.g8Q+ Kh6 10.Qg6+ wins.

ii) 6.5d7? Qxh4 7.g7+ Khy 8.Sxf6+ Qxf6+, or
6.Rh2? (Rh3?) B¢y 7.Rh1 Bf4 8.Sd7 Bheé.

iii) 7.8d7? Qxhi 8.g7+ Khy 9.Sxf6+ Khé
10.g8Q Qby+.

vii) 8.5d7? Qxh3 9.g7+ Khy 10.Sxf6+ Khé
11.g8Q Qb3 +.

No 26620 M. Minski
and prize

e1h3 4400.10 4/3 Draw

No 23620 Martin  Minski  (Germany).
1.Qc8+ Kg2 (Kh2; Qh8+) 2.Qg8+/i Kh1 3.Qh7+/
ii Qxhy 4.0-0-0 Kg2 5.Kxb2 Kf3 6.d7 draws.

i) 2.Qga+? Kh2 3.Qh4+ Kg1 4.Qg4+ Rg2
wins.

ii) 3.Qh8+? Rh2 4.Qa8+ Rg2 5.Qh8+ Kg1
wins.

No 26621 A. Rusz
3rd prize
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No 23621 Arpad. Rusz (Hungary). 1.Sxa3+
Qxa3 2.Rb8+ Kcs 3.Rxc3+/i Qxc3 4.Rc8+ Kdg
5.Rxc3 Rxf7+ 6.Ke6/ii Kxc3 7.Kxf7 zz h2 8.d7 zz
h1Q 9.d8Q zz Qb7+/ (Qfz+; Qf6+) 10.Ke6 Qh1
11.Qas+ Kxd3 12.Qds+ wins.

i) 3.d7? Qay 4.Rc8+ Kds 5.Rfi h2 6.Ke8
Qxd7+ 7.Kxd7 Rxf7+ 8.Rxf7 h1Q draws.

ii) Thematic try: 6.Kxf7? Kxc3 zz 7.d7 h2 zz
8.d8Q hiQ zz 9.d4 Qb7+, and: 10.Qe7 Qds+
11.Qe6 Qb7+ 12.Qe7 Qds+, or 10.Ke6 Qeq+
draws.

No 23622 Giinter
1.5g3 Kxg6 2.Rb6, and:
— Qxbé6 3.Kh8 Sf7+ 4.exf7 Qf6 5.£85+/i Khé

6.5f5+ Qxfs 7g85+ Kgs/ii 8.Shy+ Khs

9.Shf6+ Kgs 10.Sh7+ Kf4 11.Kg7 Qg4+ 12.Kf7

Qd7+ 13.Kg6 Qd3+ 14.Kg7 Kfs5 15.5Sh6+ Kes

16.Kg8 Ke6 17.5f8+ draws, or:

— Sd7 3.exd7+ Qxb6 4.Kh8 Qb2/iii 5.Shs Qes
6.5f4+ Kf7 7.d8S+/iv draws.

Sonntag  (Germany).
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No 23622 G. Sonntag
4th prize
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No 23623 G. Sonntag
1st honourable mention
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No 23624 A. Avni
2nd honourable mention
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g8g5 3104.30 6/3 Draw

i) 5.8Q%? Qh4+, or 5.Sh5? Qes win.

ii) Khs 8.Kg7 Qf1 9.Se7 Qai+ 10.Kf7 Qfi+
11.Kg7 draws.

iii) Qd4 5.8f5 Kxfs 6.d8Q Qxd8+ 7.g8Q
draws.

iv) 6.d8Q? Qxhs+ 7.Kg8 Qhy+ 8.Kf8 Qxg7+
9.Ke8 Qf7 mate.

No 23623 Giinter Sonntag (Germany).
1.5c6 Kf6 2.Khs Re2/i 3.d7 Kfs 4.Khé6 Bdsg
5.5xd4+ Kf6 6.e8S+ Rxe8 7.dxe8B wins.

i) Kfs 3.Sd4+ Kfg 4.Se6+ Kf5 5.Sg7+ Kfs
6.Kh6 Rh2+ 7.Shs+ Kgg 8.e8Q Rxhs+ 9.Kg7y
Bd4+ 10.Kxf7 wins.

No 23624 Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1..Kf5+/i
2.Kh8/ii Bxhé6/iii 3.Qxhé Keé6 4.hs Key/iv
5.Qg6/v Qd4 6.Kg8 Qc4+ 7.Kh8 Qc8 8.Qeq+
Kf8 9.Qc4 draws.

i) Khs+ 2.Kh8, and: Sd6 3.Qe8+ Sxe8 stale-
mate, or Qg6 3.Qcs+ Bxcs stalemate.

ii) 2.Qg7? Sxg7 3.hxgy Ke6 4.Kh8 f5 5.g8Q+
Ke7 6.Qxg1 Bxg1 7.Kg8 Bd4 8.h8Q Bxh8 9.Kxh8
f4 wins.

iii) Qg6 3.hs Qxhs 4.Qf7 Qxf7 stalemate.

iv) K7 5.Qg6+ Qxg6 6.hxg6+ Kt8 7.g7+ Sxg7
stalemate.

v) 5.Qf8+? Kxf8 6.h6 Sg7 7hxg7+ Qxgy mate.

No 23625 Lubos Kekely & Michal Hlinka
(Slovakia). 1.Rfi+ (Sxa4? Ra3z+;) Kh2 2.Sxa4/i
Ra3+ 3.Ke2/ii Rxa4 4.Rd1 Ray 5.Kf2 zz Sca/iii
6.Kf3 Sa3/iv 7.Rd2+ Kh3 8.Rd1 Kh4 9.Kf4 Rag+

hé6fs 0331.21 4/4 Win

g8g4 4033.31 5/5 BTM, Draw

(Khs; Kfs) 10.Kf5 Ray 11.Kf4 Khs 12.Kf5 Khé6
13.Kf6 Kh7 (Raé+; Key) 14.Ke7 (Kf7? dé6+;)
draws.

i) 2.Rf2+? Kg1 3.Rg2+ Kh1 wins.

ii) Thematic try: 3.Kf2? Rxag4 4.Rd1 Ray zz
5.Rd6 Kh3 6.Kf3 Khy 7.Kf4 Khs wins, e.g. 8.Kf5
Sc2 9.Rd3 Kha.

iii) Sb3 6.Rd5 Kh3 7.Rd3+ draws.

iv) Sb4 7.Rd2+ Kh3 8.Rd6 Raz+ 9.Ke2 Ray
10.Kf3 Kh4 11.Rd4+ draws.

No 23626 Siegfried Hornecker & Martin
Minski (Germany). 1.Sb6+/i Rxb6 2.a8Q+/ii
Qxa8 3.Razy+ Qxay 4.g8Q Qa6 5.Ras+ Qxas/iii
6.Qaz2+ Kbs 7.Qds+ Kaé6 8.Qa8+ Kbs 9.Qds+
Ka4 10.Qaz2+ perpetual check.

i) 1.5¢7? Qg4+ 2.Kd2 Rh2+ wins.

ii) 2.Rf2? b3, or 2.Rf8? Qg4+ win.

iii) Kxas 6.Qa2+ Kbs 7.Qds+ Kag 8.Qaz+
Kbs 9.Qds+ perpetual check.

After game V. Anand - D. Navara, Shamkir
2019.

No 23627 Martin Minski (Germany). 1.h3+
Kh4 2.Qe1+/i Kxh3 3.Qc3+ Khy/ii 4.Qe1+ Kgg
5.Qb4+ (Qe2+? Bf3;) Kg5 6.Qcs5+ (Qd2+ Kfs;)
Khg 7.Qf2+ Kgs/iii 8.Qcs+ Khé6 9.Qf8+ Kgs/
iv 10.Qcs+ Bds+ 11.Qxds+ Khé (Kh4; Qhi+)
12.Qe6+ Qg6+ 13.Kh8 b1Q (Qxe6 stalemate)
14.Qe3+/v Qgs 15.Qe6+ (Qb6+? Qbg6) Khs/vi
16.Qf7+ Qgg6/vii 17.Qf3+ Qg4 18.Qf7+ Qbg6/
viii 19.Qf5+ Q6gs/ix 20.Qhy+ Qhé 21.Qxh6+
Kxh6
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No 23625 L. Kekely

No 23626 S. Hornecker

& M. Hlinka & M. Minski No 23627 M. Minski
3rd honourable mention 4th honourable mention sth honourable mention
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f3h1 0434.01 3/5 Draw

i) Logical try: 2.Qc4+? Kgs 3.Qc5+ Bds+
4.Qxds5+ Kh6 5.Qe6+ Qg6+ wins.

ii) Bf3 4.Qxb2 Bds+ 5.Kg7 Qf7+ 6.Kh6 draws.

iii) Kg4 8.Qd4+ Kf5 9.Qcs+ draws.

iv) Kg6 10.Qd6+ Kfs5 11.Qcs+ draws.

v) 14.Qh3+? Qhs, and: 15.Qe3+ Kg6+, or
15.Qe6+ Kgs+ win.

vi) Qbg6 16.Qh3z+ Qshs 17.Qe3+ Qggs
18.Qe6+ Qhg6 19.Qh3+ Qshs 20.Qe3+ perpet-
ual check.

vii) Kg4 17.Qf3+ Kxf3 stalemate.

viii) Khg4 19.Qf2+ Qg3/x 20.Qf6+, and: Kh3
21.Qf5+ Qxfs stalemate, or: here: Kg4 21.Qg6+
Qxg6 stalemate.

ix) Q6xfs (Q4xfs) stalemate.

x) Kgs 20.Qf6+ Kxf6 stalemate.

No 23628 P. Arestov
1st commendation
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No 23628 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Sd7 (h7?
Rxb8;) Rg6 (Rc6; hy) 2.Bd3+/i Kxd3 3.Se5+ Keg/

dia4 3501.21 6/4 Draw

g8g4 4030.11 3/4 Draw

ii 4.5xg6 fxg6+ 5.Kgs Bg8 6.Kf6/iii Kf4 7.Kg7/iv
Kgs 8.£3/v Khs 9.f4 zz, wins.

i) 2.hy? Rg1 3.5f6+ Kfs 4.Kh6 (h8Q Rhi
mate;) Rg6+ 5.Khs Rg1 (Rg2) 6.Khé6 Rg6+ posi-
tional draw, or 2.Sc5+? Kf4 3.Sd3+ (Sxb3? Rg2;)
Ke4 4.h7 Rg1 draw.

ii) Ke2 4.S5xg6 fxg6+ 5.Kgs wins, e.g. Bg8
6.Kxg6 Bb3 7.14.

iii) 6.Kxg6? Be6 7.£3+ Kf4 (Kes) 8.hy Bfs+
draws.

iv) 7432 g5 8.Kg7 g4 9.fxgqa Kg5 10.Kxg8
Kxh6 draws.

v) Thematic try: 8.f4+? Khs zz 9.Kxg8 Kxh6
draws.

No 23629 L Kekely
2nd commendation
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No 23629 Lubos Kekely (Slovakia). 1.Bas
Se6 2.b3+ Kdg 3.Kb2 Ra8 4.Kxaz e4 5.Kb2 e3
6.Bb6+ Kd3 7.Bxe3 Kxe3 8.d8Q Sxd8 9.Sbé Ray
10.Sc8 Ra8 11.Sb6 Rb8 12.Sd7 Rc8 13.Sb6 Rb8
(Rc7; Sds+) 14.Sd7 draws.
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No 23630 D. Eschbach
3rd commendation
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No 23630 Dennis Eschbach (Germany).
1.Qd4 (Qe1? Rb8+;) Bxgz 2.Qcs Rb8+ 3.Ka6 Rby
4.Rh8+ Bxh8 5.Qf8+ Rb8 6.Qcs Bd4 7.Qxd4 c5
8.Qeq4 Rc8 (d6; Qhy) 9.d6+ Rc6+ 10.Qxc6+
dxc6 11.d7 Kb8 12.d8Q+ Qxd8 stalemate.

No 23631 M. Hlinka
& M. Garcia
4th commendation
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No 23631 Michal Hlinka (Slovakia) &
Mario Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Bcq+ Kay
2.bs Rg6 3.Bf7 (Bds? Rgr+;) Raé6/i 4.Rh1 Rf6
5.Bc4 Rg6 6.Rf1 (Ra1? Rg7+;) Rg7+ 7.Kd6 Kbé

8.Rxf2 Rg2 9.Rf8/ii a2 10.Ra8 Rd2+ 11.Kes5 (Ke6)
Kcs 12.Ra4/iii wins.

i) 1Q 4.Rag+ Ra6 5.Rxa6+ bxaé 6.b6+ Ka8
7.Bds mate.

ii) 9.Rxg2? a2 10.Rxaz2 stalemate.

iii) 12.Ra7? Kb4 13.Ra4+ Kc3 draws.

No 23632 M. Minski
& H. Waelzel
sth commendation

B AR

% /%
>

/%
%///

Z

dsf6 0031.12 3/4 Draw

No 23632 Martin Minski & Helmut Wael-
zel (Germany). 1.Ke4/i h3 2.Kf3/ii Bes/iii 3.5d6/
iv Bxd6 4.a7 e4+ 5.Kg4/v h2 6.a8Q h1Q 7.Qh8+
(Qd8+? Bey;) Qxh8 stalemate.

i) 1.5d6? h3 2.Se4+ Kfs wins.

ii) 2.Kxe3? h2 3.a7 h1Q wins.

iii) e4+ 3.Kxe3 (Kg3? Bcs;) h2 4.a7 h1Q 5.a8Q
draws.

iv) 3.Kg3? e4 4.Kxh3 e3 5.5d6 e2 wins.

v) 5.Kxe4? h2 6.a8Q hi1Q+ 7.Kd4 Qxa8, or
5.Kf2? Bes+ 6.Kg3 Bxay, or 5.Ke2? h2 6.a8Q
h1Q wins.

After the game A. Alavkin - E. Sapunov, Sa-
mara 2000.



