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Editorial

BY HAROLD VAN DER HEIJDEN

On behalf of all those associated with
ARVES and/or EG, may I wish all our readers
and their families and friends the very best of
health during the Covid-19 pandemic.

At the deadline for this issue (March 1st),
not many people were taking this disease very
seriously, and I would probably not have writ-
ten the first sentence in this editorial.

However, my computer broke down in early
March. Of course, this unfortunately delayed
publication of the current issue. Apologies to
our readers! It took several weeks to have my
computer repaired and to restore some back-
ups in order to be able to edit EG.

Now it is March 28th, and the situation in
the world has changed dramatically. At the
time of writing we are not even certain wheth-
er it will be possible to have this issue printed
and distributed. Let’s all hope for the best!

Attentive readers may have observed that
EG219 was printed in Slovakia. Our new

printer is Peter Gvozdjak, but distribution was
still taken care of by bernd ellinghoven. I am
very grateful to — be - for the excellent printing
work he did for EG for such a long time.

Recently, Harri Hurme from Finland passed
away. His countryman Jorma Paavilainen has
kindly provided an obituary for EG on my re-
quest. Also another famous composer, Vazha
Neidze (8iii1937), passed away on 11ii2020.

I agreed with Jaroslav Polasek, who was un-
able to provide his column in time, and Alain
Pallier, who was working ahead, that we will
skip Jaroslav’s article and print Alain’s column
instead. Alain even found it highly appropri-
ate as this marks the 10th anniversary of his
column!

The deadline of the Advantage of the Disad-
vantage (also known as Van de Gevel-60 JT)
has passed. We intend to publish the award in
EG221.
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Originals

BY STEFFEN SLUMSTRUP NIELSEN
JUDGE FOR 2020-2021: YOCHANAN AFEK

The theme of the originals’ column in the
most recent issue of EG was undoubtedly “very
long or very short studies.” This time the theme
is “5.Rf6!”, as this particular move features in
two of the studies in my selection.

The first study featuring this move is by Am-
atzia Avni. The Israeli composer and author
of several entertaining articles and books on
studies, chess psychology and game tactics has
a very distinct tactical composing style, where
the central idea is always clear to the solver/
spectator. Often Avnis studies are character-
ized by one spectacular move. My own per-
sonal favourite one move shocker is 4.Res!!
from his study for Yedioth Aharonoth 1979
(HHdbV #36054).

The study presented here is more of a “flow
study”. White’s play to hold a draw is spread out
over several surprising moves. In the game-like
initial position it may not be clear that White
is in trouble but in fact, Black’s kingside pawns
are a very strong force.

No 23009 A. Avni
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No 23009 Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1.Be4/i
Ra2+/ii 2.Kxa2 Sc3+ 3.Kb2/iii Sxe4/iv 4.f7/v
Bxf7 5.Rf6 Kg7 6.Rf4 g3 7.Rg4+ (Rxe4? h2;) Bg6
8.Bd6/vi Sxd6/vii 9.Rxg3 draws/viii.

i) Threatening mate. 1.Rb8+? Khy 2.Begq+
Bg6 wins.

ii) Kg8 2.Rb8+ Kf7 3.Bds+ Kg6 4.Beq+, or
Bf7 2.Rb8+ Bg8 3.Bd5 draw.

iii) All other king moves lose because it is
too far from the action.

iv) Sag+ 4.Kc2 Sxb6 5.Kd3 draws.

v) By sacrificing this important pawn, White
creates the threat of Rh6+ and evacuates the
f6 square for his next move. 4.Re6? Sgs, and:
5.Re3 h2 6.Re1 Sf7, or here: 5.Re5 Bf7 6.Bd6 g3
7.Ras h2 8.Ra1 Se4 9.Bf4 (threat Rh1) Kg8 wins.

vi) Sxft6 6.Bxf6+ Khy 7.Bes Kg6 8.Kc3 Kfs
9.Kd4 and White is just in time, Bds 6.Rf4 g3/
viii 7.Bd8 Kg7/ix 8.Rga+ Kf7 9. Bcy g2 10. Bh2,
draws, e.g. Sd2 11.Rh4 Sf3 12.Rf4+ Kg6 13.Rxf3
draws.

vi) The entire white army is offered during
the solution.

vii) h2 9.Bes+ Kf7 10.Rh4 draws.

vii) The pin along the g-file ensures that the
h-pawn falls.

viii) h2 7. Rxg4 h1Q 8. Rh4+ draws.

ix) g2 8.Bb6 Kg7 9.Bg1 Kg6 10.Kc2 Kgs 11.Rf8
Kg4 12.Kd3 Kg3 13.Ke3 draws.

If Avni has one very distinct composing
style, our next composer may well have two.
Geir Sune Tallaksen @stmoe, a Norwegian IM
in OTB play, seems to shift between studies
that are inspired by games and studies that are
more in the realm of chess problems. One nota-
ble example of the latter is his uncastling study
from the cross-genre Logical Uncastling theme
tournament 2017 held by the website Super-
problem.ru. Another is his famous allumwand-
lung and Valladao study that won first prize in
the ARVES-25 AT in 2014 (HHdbV#00709).

This study mixes both of @stmoe’s styles. It
has a natural initial position but also shows a
theme known from both problems and studies:
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square vacation. We start out with a line open-
ing pawn sacrifice giving Qay access to f2.

No 23010 G. Ostmoe
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h4g1 4400.22 5/5 Win

No 23010 Geir @stmoe (Norway).1.c6 Rxc6
2.Rxf2/i Qe3 3.Qxe3 Rhé6+/ii 4.Kga/iii fxe3/iv
5.Rf6/v Rxf6 (Rh8; Kf3) 6.d8Q e2 7.Qd4+/vi
Rf2/vii 8.Qe4 Kf1/viii 9.Qh1 mate.

i) 2.Qxf2+? Qxf2+ 3.Rxf2 Rd6 draws.

ii) fxe3 4.Rd2 Rh6+ (exd2; d8QQ) 5.Kg3 Rh8 6.
Rdi1 mate. This sideline nicely sets the scene for
the thematic content of the study.

iii) 4.Kg5? fxe3 only draws (See Ostmoe,
Probleemblad 2019) 5.Rg2+!? Kxg2 6.d8Q Rh2
7.Qd3 Kf2 8.Qd4 Kf1 9.Qf6+ Kg1 10.Qd4 Kf1
11.Qf4+ Rf2 12.Qxe3 Rg2+ 13.Kf4 Rf2+ 14.Kg3
Rg2+ 15.Kh3 Rh2+ 16.Kxh2 stalemate

iv) Now White must evacuate f2 to prevent
Pe3 from landing there. This is similar to the
Prokes$ theme which @stmoe has also been ex-
ploring thoroughly.

v) That move again. 5.Rd2? Rh8, or 5.d8Q?
exf2 draw. If 5.Rg2+? Kxg2 6.d8Q e2 draws now
that the rook is at h6. 7.Qd2 Kfi 8.Qf4+ Kg1
9.Qe3+ Kf110.Qf3+ Ke1 is a draw.

vi) This is why the bR had to be forced to f6.
The bK cannot reach the f-file.

vii) Kg2 8.Qes wins, for example 8...Rg6+
9.Kf5 Kf2 10.Qf4+ Kg2 11.Qe3 Kf1 12.Qf3+ Ke1
13.Kxg6.

viii) Allowing a mate in one but otherwise
Black’s pawn would soon be captured.

Our third contributor is not party to the
5.Rf6! craze.

Between 2004-2014 Jarl Ulrichsen from
Norway was the editor of the Spotlight column

of EG focusing on cooks from earlier issues of
the magazine. His composing style is practical
and game-like and the endgame we are about
to witness is no exception. It features a black
fortress that White must avoid as well as a nine
move captureless rundlauf of the wS.

No 23011 ]. Ulrichsen
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No 23011 Jarl Ulrichsen (Norway). 1.Scy/i
c3/ii 2.Se6+ Ke7z 3.Sd4 Kdé/iii 4.Sbs+/iv Kxds
5.5xc3+ Kdg/v 6.Se2+/vi Ke3 7.Sg3 Kfa/vii
8.Shs+ (Sf1? g4;) Kga (Kfs; Kf3) 9.Sg7/viii Kfs
10.Se6+ Kfs 11.Sd4+ Ke4/ix 12.5f3/x Kf4 13.Kf2/
xi Kgg/xii 14.Sgi/xiii Kfg4 15.Se2+/xiv Kgg
16.Kg2 wins.

i) The white knight sets out on a long journey:.
It gallops from a8 down to e2, up to g7, down
to g1 and finally back to e2. 1.5b6? c3 2.5d7+
Key7 3.Scs5 c2 (Black avoids 3...Kd6 4.Se4+ Kxds
5.5xc3+ Kd4 6.Se2+ which leads to the solu-
tion) 4.5Sd3 g4 5.Kf1 g3 6.h3 Kdy 7.Ke2 Kd6 and
White can make no progress.

ii) Key 2.Sbs g4 3.h3 g3 4.Kf3 Kf6 (or 4...Kdy
5.Ke2 Ke7 6.Sa3 c3 7.5c2 Kdé6 8.Se3 wins) 5.5d6
c3 6.Se4+ Kes 7.5xc3 wins.

iii) Kf6 4.Kf3 Kes 5.d6 Kxdé6 6.Sbs+ Kes
7.5xc3 Kfs 8.h3 wins, or 3...g4 4.5f5+ Kf6 5.5e3
Kes 6.Sxg4+ Kxds 7.Se3+ Keg 8.Sc2 Kd3 9.Sa3
wins.

iv) 4.Kf3? Kxds 5.Sc2 Kes draws (EGTB).

v) Kes 6.Kf3 Kf5 7.h3.

vi) White must prevent Black from setting
up a fortress with pawns on g4 and h4. Oth-
er knight moves than 6.Se2+ lead to a draw
(EGTB), e.g.: 6.Sbs+? Ke3 (the only move)

7.8d6 (Sc7 g4;) Kfg draws. If 6.Sd1 g4 with a
draw.
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vii) hxg3? 8.Kxg3 loses immediately. White
wins the bPg5 and promotes his pawn. 7...g4
also loses at once to 8.Sf5+ Kf4 9.Sxh4.

viii) Not 9.5f6+? Kf510.Sd5 g4 with a fortress.
.Kes 12.5f3+ Kf4.
x) Not 12.5e2? g4 with a fortress.

ix) Or 11..

xi) After 13.5d2? or other knight moves,
Black draws after g4.

xii) Kfs 14.Ke3 Kg4 15.5g1 Kf5 16.Kf3 g4+
17.Ke3 Kes 18.Se2 wins.

xiii) 14.Kg2 Kf4 15.Kf2 is a loss of time.

xiv) After nine moves the knight is back on
e2. Not 15.Sh3+? Kg4 16.Kg2 Kf5 17.5g1 g4 and
Black draws. But White can play 16.5g1 which
is loss of time.

Errata

BY HAROLD VAN DER HEIJDEN

There are quite a few errata this time!

Gady Costeff writes: EG219 editorial says
“Variantim publishes the solutions of their orig-
inals only on the website of the Israeli Chess
Federation...”. This is incorrect. The solutions
only appear on Variantim’s own website http://
www.variantim.org/var_releases.html

#22777: Alain Pallier drew attention to the
fact that the composer’s name is (Charles)
Ouellet, not Quellet. Then the same goes for
EG#22605 (the mistake is in the award).

#22843: Diagram-error. We reproduce the
whole study:

No 22843 Y. Bazlov
1st prize Hlinka-65 JT 2019 JT,
win section
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No 22843 Yuri Bazlov (Russia). 1.Qfs+ Sd7
2.Bc6 Qb3z+ 3.Ka6 Kb8 4.Qf4+/i Kc8 5.Qd6/ii
Sb8+/iii 6.Kay Qf7+ 7.Ka8 Sa6 8.Bdy+ Qxdy

9.Qxa6+ Kd8 10.Qf6+ Kc7 11.Qb6+ Kc8 12.Qb8
mate.

i) 4.Qxd7? Qb6+ 5.Kxbé6 stalemate. 4.Bbs?
Qf3 5.Qxf3 Scs+ 6.Kb6 Sd7+ 7.Ka6 Scs+ 8.Kb6
Sd7+ 9.Kc6 Ses+ 10.Kcs Sxf3 11.Kb6 Ses 2z 12.a6
Ka8 13.a7 Sd7+ 14.Bxdy stalemate.

ii) 5.Qg4? Kb8 6.Qf4+ Kc8 repeats.

iii) Qc4+ 6.Kay Qcs5+ 7.Qxcs Sxcs 8.Kbé
wins.

#22859: In EG219, HH remarks that the
study is suspect (not “unsound” as the author
wrote to me). The composer improves line iii)
by: 8....d1R 9.Se3 Rd7 and now not 10.Rb8? but
10.Kg4! Rd4+ 11.Khs Reg 12.5f5 Rf4 13.Se3 Rbsg
14.Ray Rbs+ 15.Kg4 hs+ 16.Kf3 Sd6 17.Rdy Rb6
18.Rh7 Rb3 19.Ke2 Rbs 20.Rh6 Sf5 21.Sxfs Rxfs
22.Kd3 draws.

#22868: This study won special Hon. Men-
tion instead of 3rd Hon. Mention.

#22908: This diagram number was used
twice.

#22955: Gady Costeff, again, writes here: “3...
hiR+ is specified when 3...h1Q+ is identical
and likely the composer’s intention. In the cur-
rent form this will be erroneously labelled as an
underpromotion study” but that is not the case.
In the award the move 3...hiR is commented
with “black humour”.

Apologies to the composers and our readers!
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Obituary Harri Hurme

(2vi1945 - 23ix2019)

BY JORMA PAAVILAINEN

Harri Hurme was born on June 2, 1945 and
died at the age of 74 on September 23, 2019.

Harri was both an International Solving
Master of FIDE (1993) and a FIDE Master for
Chess Compositions (2010). He composed
in all genres: direct mates, studies, helpmates,
selfmates and fairy problems. The exact to-
tal number of his compositions is not known
because many of his compositions are not in
databases.

His first composition, a mate in three, was
published in 1962. The first FIDE Album prob-
lem, a reflexmate in 2, is from the same year. In
composing, Harri had original ideas and was
extremely stubborn: he did not give up until
all options were exhausted. If there was a way,
he surely had the will! As a player, he had sim-
ilar virtues, fighting until the end and always
searching for interesting, unexpected possibil-
ities. He was always ready to share ideas and
compose jointly.

Harri studied at the Helsinki University
of Technology and did his Master of Science
diploma on radio engineering. He worked as
an electronics engineer until his retirement in
2006. Harri was married to Riitta, who accom-
panied him to several WFCC meetings, and
they had one daughter. His interests included
classical music, puzzles and enjoying life at his
summer cottage in the Finnish archipelago.

In OTB chess Harri was a FIDE master (1980)
and represented Finland in the Chess Olympi-
ads of 1974, 1978 and 1980. Combining success
as a player and a solver, he acquired 25 med-
als from World and European Championship
events. Though an active player, he was always
a composer at heart. He was the vice chairman
of the Finnish Chess Problem Society from
1986 until his death. Mathematically inclined,

he was interested in rating calculations, work-
ing for several decades for the Finnish OTB
rating system and initiating RELO, the Finnish
rating system for solvers. In recent years, he
participated actively in the development of the
international rating system for solvers.

Starting in 1978, Harri was almost always
a member of the Finnish team in the annu-
al World Chess Solving Championships. This
successful team won several medals in team
competitions, including three golds. In in-
dividual WCSC events his best result was a
bronze medal in 1993. As recently as 2019, only
one month before his death, he was a member
of the Finnish team and individually the sec-
ond best Finnish solver in the Vilnius WCSC.

H.1 Harri Hurme

1st prize Suomen Shakki 1987-1988
dedicated to Matti Myllyniemi
7 7 7 7
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1.5f4 (Rgga+? Kxhs;) exfq 2.Rga+ Kxhs/i
3.Be8+ g6/ii 4.Rg5+ Kh4 5.Rxf5+ Kxh3/iii 6.Bdy
Sxh2/iv 7.Rg5+ Sg4 8.Bxga+ Kg3 9.Be2+ Kh3
10.Bfi+ Khg4 11.Rg2+ g5 12.Bxg5+ Kh3/v 13.Kf2
d1Q/vi 14.Rg3+ Kh2 15.Rh3+ Rxh3 16.Bxf4+
Rg3 17.Bxg3+ Khi1 18.Bg2 mate (EG#08124).

i) Kxh3 3.Rh4+ Sxh4 4.Bd7+ and mate.

ii) Rg6 4.Bxg6+ Kh6 5.Bes and mate.

iii) g5 6.Rxf4+ Kxh3 7.Bd7+ and mate.
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iv) Kg4 7.Res5+ Kf3 8.Bc6+ Kg4 9.Rg5+ wins.

v) Khs 13.Be2+ Kg6 14.Bxf4+ Kf5 15.Bxd2
wins.

vi) di1S+ 14.Kf3 Se3 15.Rf2+ Sxf1 16.Rxf1 wins.

H.2 Pauli Perkonoja & Harri Hurme
special prize Garcia-70 JT 2018
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Pauli Perkonoja & Harri Hurme (Finland).
1.Bf8/i Qxga/ii 2.Bd6+ Kf6 3.Bxgs/iii axbz/iv
4.Kxb2 d2 5.Rd6/v Sc4+ 6.Kc3 Sxd6 7.Kxd2 Sf3+
8.Ke3 Ses 9.Bxes+ Kxes 10.Sd7 ideal mate with
two self-blocks (EG#22578).

i) 1.8d7+? Kxeq 2.5f6+ Kf3 3.Sxgsq axb2
4.Kxb2 (Rb6 Kxg4;) d2 5.Se3 Kxe3 6.Bg5+ Ke2
7.Rxe6+ Kf2 8.Bxd2 Sc4+ 9.Kc3 Sxd2 10.Kxd2
Sf3+ draws.

ii) Kf6 2.Sd7+ Kf7 3.Se5+ wins.

iii) 3.Sd7+? Kg7 4.Bxg3 axb2 5Kxb2 d2
6.Rd6 Sc4+ draws.

iv) d2 4.Kxd2 axb2 5.Bxe1 b1Q 6.Rxa5 Qb4+
7.Ke2 wins.

v) 5.Rxe6+? Kg5 6.Rd6 Scq4+ 7.Kc3z Sxdé6
8.Kxd2 Sf3+ 9.Ke3 Sxe4 10.Sxe4+ Kgg draws.

H.3 Harri Hurme
1st commendation Breider-60 JT 1967
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1.5f7 Sxf7 2.Rdxf7 Shé+ 3.Kh8 Sxf7+ 4.gxt7
Rxf8+ 5.g8B Ra1 6.Kg7 Ke7 7h8S Rgi+ 8.Sg6+
draws.

H.4 Harri Hurme
(pseudonym: N. Nischte)

commendation
Shakhmaty (Riga) 1971-1972
3
piE
B
5 5

_ / >
D _
A /;/ =
E B B

d6g8 0107.01 3/4 Draw

&

1.Se7+/i Kg7 2.5g8+ Kgé6/ii 3.Sey+ Khé/iii
4.Rb1 Sd1 5.5f5+ Kgs5 6.Sd4 draws (EG#02157).

i) 1.Rb8+? Kg7 2.Rb1 Sc1 3.Rxc1 Sd1 wins.

ii) Kxg8 3.Rb1 Sd1 4.Rb8+ Kf7 5.Rb7+ Kf8
6.Re7 draws.

iii) Kgs 4.Rb1 Sdi1 5.Rbs+ or Kf6 4.Sds5+ Kgs
5.Rg7+ Khé 6.Rg1 draw.

The Finnish Chess Problem Society an-
nounces the Harri Hurme Memorial Tourney
for orthodox three-movers, free theme.

Entries via email to Tournament Director
Neal Turner: nealturnerfinland@hotmail.com

The closing date is 23ix2020. There is a max-
imum of three problems per author (joint
compositions included). The prize money is
350 EUR. The judge of the competition is Kari
Valtonen.
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Studies for Practical Players -
The Magical Knight Fight against Pawns

BY KARSTEN MULLER

The superiority of the knight over pawns is
usually lower than that of a bishop so the extra
piece can be surprisingly difficult to convert.

A. Knight Sacrifice
to Win with the King

This is a typical winning method:

(M.1) 58.Se6! (58.Se2+? is too passive due
to 58...Kxg2 59.5f4+ Kf3 drawing) 58...Kf2!?

(This forces White to go the long way. 58...

Kxg2?! was the game continuation: 59.5g5 Kf2
60.Sxeq4+ Kf3z 61.Kd3 Kfg 62.Kd4g Kf3z 63.Kes
Ke3 64.Sg5 Kf2 and Black resigned) 59.5f4 e3+
60.Kd3 e2 61.Sxe2 Kxg2 62.5f4+ Kf3 63.5¢6
Kg3 64.Sg5 Kf4 65.Se4 Kf3 66.Kd4 Kf4 67.Kd5
Kfs Now comes the typical finale, which is
known from studies and endgame textbooks:
68.Sc3 Kfg 69.Se2+ Kf3 70.Sg1+ Kg2 71.Keg
Kxg1 72.Kf3 bodycheck! wins.

(M.2) 1.h3 (Sg5+? Kg4;) 1...Kg3 2.Sg5 Kfs
3.Se4 Kf3 4.Kd4 Kf4 (4...Kg2 5.5g5 Kg3 6.Ke3)
5.Kds5 Kf5 6.Sc3! (The right knight road. If
6.5f22! Kfg 7.Ke6? Kg3 8.Kfs Kxf2 9.Kggq Ke3
10.Kxhg Kfy) 6...Kfg 7.Se2+ Kf3 8.Sg1+ Kg2

9.Ke4! Kxg1 10.Kf3 (10.Kf4? Kf2 11.Kg4 Ke3
12.Kxh4 Kfg) 10...Kh2 11.Kg4 Kg2 12.Kxhg
Kf3 13.Kgs5 wins.

B. Knight Sacrifice
to Win a Pawn Race

Of course one aim is to help a passed pawn
promote:

(M.3) 56...Kgs! (This retreat brings White
in zugzwang. 56...Sb4? 57.Kc7 Sc6 58.Kxb7
Sxas+ 59.Kxay draws) 57.Kds (After 57.Kdy
Scs+ 58.Kd6 Sb3 59.a6 Black has a choice: a)
59...bs leads study-like to Stamma’s mate:
60.Kc6 Sd4+ 61.Kcs Sxf3 62.Kxbs Ses 63.Kcs
Kxg4 64.Kd6 Kf5 65.Kcy7 Ke6 66.Kby Kdy
67.Kxay Kc7 68.Ka8 Sc4 69.Kay Sd6 70.Ka8
Sc8 71.a7 Sb6 mate, or 59...bxa6 60.Kds Sd2
61.Kcs Sxf3 62.Kbg Ses 63.Kas Sc6+ 64.Kxa6
Kxg4 65.Kbs a5 and Black wins as the knight
protects the pawn from behind: 57.Kes Sb4
58.f4+ Kxg4 59.f5 Sc6+ 60.Kd6 Kxfs5 61.a6 bs
62.Kxc6 b4 63.Kb7 b3 64.Kxa7 b2 65.Ka8. Now
after 65...b1Q? 66.a7 the bK is outside of the
winning zone a4-d4-ds-es5-e8, so 65...Ke6

M.1 Rakesh Kulkarni - M.2 L. Kubbel M.3 Erik Malmstig -
Husain Ayyad Rigaer Tageblatt Kaido Kulaots
26th Abu Dhabi Master 2019 24-8-1914 Cellavision Cup 2019
EEEE [EEEE EE b
o m w m mom o
EE s BN e TE
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White to move

d3f3 ooo1.11 3/2 Win

— 109 —

Black to move



Studies for Practical Players — The Magical Knight Fight against Pawns

66.a7 Kdé 67.Kb7 b1Q+ and the bK is inside
the winning zone) 57...Sb8 This is the way to
go. In the game came 57...Sc7+? This road does
not lead to Rome. 58.Kd6 Sbs+? (Sa6!) 59.Kcs5?
(59.Kd7 a6 60.Kc8 Sd6+ 61.Kc7 Scq4 62.Kxby
Sxas+ 63.Kxa6 draws) 59...Sc7 60.Kd6 Se8+?
(Sa6!) 61.Kds5? (61.Kd7 bs 62.axb6 axb6 63.Kc6
draws) 61...Kfg 62.Ke6 Kxf3 63.g5 Kf4 64.g6
Kgs! Again the retreat is right. 65.Kf7 (65.Kdy
Kxg6 66.Kxe8 bs wins) 65...bs 66.Kxe8 (66.
axb6 axb6 67.Ke6 Kxg6 68.Kds bs 69.Kcs Scy
wins) 66...Kxg6 67.Kd7 bg 68.Kc6 b3 69.Kby
b2 70.Kxay b1Q 71.a6 Qbs and White resigned.
58.Kd6 (58.Kcs5 Kf4 59.Kbs Sd7 60.a6 b6 61.Kc6
Scs 62.Kbs Kgs wins) 58...5¢6 59.a6 And now
Black can sacrifice the knight: 59...b5 60.Kxc6
b4 61.Kb7 b3 62.Kxa7 b2 63.Ka8 b1Q 64.a7
And now the kingside pawns are White’s un-
doing: 64...Qb6 65.f4+ Kxg4 66.f5 Qc7 67.f6
Qc8 mate.
In studies it can be done more elegantly:

M.4 Y. Afek
The Problemist 2015
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1.5f6! g3 2.Sxhy g2 3.Sg5 Kh2 4.5f3+ Kg3
5.5g1 Kh2 6.h7! Kxg1 7h8Q Khi 8.Qa8! Kh2
9.Qb8+ Kh1 Now a beautiful queen staircase
follows: 10.Qb7 Kh2 11.Qc7+ Khi 12.Qc6
Kh2 13.Qd6+ Kh1 14.Qds Kh2 15.Qe5+ Khi
16.Qe4 Kh2 17.Qf4+ Khi1 18.Qf3 Kh2 19.Qf2!
Khi 20.Kxd2 g1Q 21.Qxg1+ Kxg1 22.Ke3 Kg2
23.Kf4 Kh3 24.Kgs Kg3 25.Kxhs5 Kf4 26.Kg6
Kg4 27.h5 wins.

C. Control

Control is often more important than ma-
terial. The knight often needs control to have
time for its slow manoeuvres. This can often be
more important than the direct win of a pawn:

M.5 Abhijeet Gupta -
Murali Karthikeyan
Asian Continental-ch Open 2019
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White to move
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63.516! (The knight must start in this way.
63.5c7? Kxgs 64.Sbs ds5+ 65.Kxcs5 b3 66.5xa3
bxa2 67.Sc2; 63.5xb4? cxbg 64.Kxbg Kxgs
65.Kxaz Kfg 66.Kbg ds 67.Kcs Kes 68.a4
dg4 draw) 63...Kfs (63...Kxgs 64.Seq4+ Kf4
65.5xd6 Kes 66.Sb7 b3z 67.Kxb3z Kd4 68.Kxa3
wins) 64.Se8 ds+ (64...Ke6 65.g6 ds+ 66.Kb3
d4 67.5d6 d3 68.g7 d2 69.g8Q+ wins) 65.Kb3
Kxgs (65...d4 66.Sd6+ Kxgs 67.Se4+ wins)
66.Sc7 In the game now 66...Kf4?! was played:
67.5e6+ (67.5a6 wins, but 67.Sxds+? Kes 68.Se3
Kd4 69.Sc4 Kd3 70.Sa5 Kd4 71.Sby Kds draws)
67...Ke3 68.Sxc5 d4 69.Kxbg d3 70.Saq4 Kd2
(70...d2 71.Sc3 Kd3 72.Kb3 (72.Sd1? Kc2 73.5f2
Kb2) 72...Kd4 73.Sd1 Kd3 74.Kxa3 Kc2 75.5f2
wins) 71.Kxa3 and Black resigned. But better is
66...Kfs5 must be met by 67.5a6! (67.5xds5? Kes
68.Sb6 Kd4 69.Sd7 Kds) 67...c4+ 68.Kxb4g Keg
69.Kc3!? (69.Kxa3z wins as well, e.g. 69...d4
70.Kb4 d3 71.Sc5+ Ke3 72.Sa4! wins) 69...Ke3
70.Sb4 d4+ 71.Kxc4 wins.

There are also studies with the topic:
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M.6 Q. Ponziani
Il Giuoco Incomparabile 1769
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c4b6 0001.14 3/5 Win

1.Sd5+ (1.Sxf5? loses control due to 1...a4!

2.bxagq Kas 3.Kb3 c4+ 4.Kxcq4 Kxagq draws) 1...

Kaé6 2.Sc7+ (2.Kxc5? runs into 2...f4 3.5xf4 a4
4.bxaq Kas draws) 2...Kb6 3.Se6 a4 4.bxaq Kas
5.5xc5 f4 6.Kb3 f3 7.Se4 Kb6 8.Kxb4 Kaé6 9.as5
Kb7 10.Kbs Ka7 11.a6 Ka8 12.Kb6 Kb8 13.Sd6
f2 14.a7+ Ka8 15.Sbs f1Q 16.Sc7 mate.

D. The Knight controls the Counterplay
and the King Attacks

This also is a typical topic:

M.7 Denis Kadric - Ruslan Pogorelov
Sunway Sitges Open 2018
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White to move

57.Sbs! (57.5e4? exfs 58.Kxd4 fxg3 59.hxg3 f5
60.Sc5+ Kf6 61.5d3 Kgs 62.Ke3 hg, 57.5¢2? Kds
58.f5 Kcs 59.Keq4 Kcg 60.Sc1 Kez 61.8d3 Keg
62.5f2 Kc3, 57.8d1? exfq 58.Keq fxg3 59.hxgs
f5+ 60.Kxd4 f4 61.gxf4 Kf5 62.Ke3 h4 63.5f2 g3

64.Sh3 Kg4 65.5f2+ gxf2 draw) 57...exf4 (57...

Kds 58.Sc7+ Kd6 59.Se8+ Ke6 60.Sg7+ Kf7
61.5xh5 Kg6 62.5xf6 Kxf6 63.Ke4 exfq 64.gxfsq
wins) 58.Ke4!! (The king joins the party and
controls Black’s counterplay. 58.Sxd4+? Kes
59.5e2 fxg3 60.hxgs Kfs5 61.Ke3 Kg5 62.5¢3 hg
63.Seq4+ Kg6 64.gxhg Khs, or 58.Kxd4? fxg3
59.hxg3 Kfs 60.Sd6+ Kg6 61.Keq h4g 62.gxhg
Khs 63.5f5 g3 64.Kf3 g2 65.Kxg2 Kg4 draw) 58...
f3 (58...fxg3 59.5xd4+ Kf7 60.hxg3 Kg6 61.Kf4
Kt7 62.5f5 Kg6 63.Shq+ Kg7 64.Kf5 Kt7 65.5g2
Kg7 66.5f4 Khé 67.Kxf6 h4 68.gxh4 g3 69.Kf5,
or 58...f5+ 59.Kxf4 d3 60.Ke3 Kes 61.Kxd3 f4
62.5d4 fxg3 63.hxg3 hg 64.gxhg Kfg 65.Se2+
Kfs 66.Ke3 wins) 59.Sxd4+ Kf7 60.Sf5 Ke6
61.Se3 Kf7 (f2; Kd3) 62.Sd1 Kg6 63.Kfg Kf7
64.Kfs Kg7 65.5f2 Kf7 66.h3 The decisive un-
dermining. 66...gxh3 67.Sxh3 Kgy 68.Kfg
Kg6 69.Kxf3? (Taking the pawn has no prior-
ity. The sharp endgame weapon zugzwang had
to be used with 69.Ke4 f2 70.Sxf2 Kgs5 71.Kf3
h4 72.Sh3+ Khs 73.g4+ Khé6 74.Kf4 Kg6 75.5g1
wins) 69...Kfs! Now White is in zugzwang
himself. 70.8f4 Kgs 71.Sg2 f5 72.Kf2 Kggq
73.Se3+ Kgs 74.Kf3 h4 75.gxh4+ Kxhg %-%

A very beautiful study is:

M.8 D. Blundell
1st prize Diagrammes 1994-1995
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bihs 0o01.12 3/3 Win

1.Sa1!! To control the f-pawn the knight
must move to the corner first. Really amazing!
(1.5a3? £3 2.5c4 Kgs! 3.Kc2 Kgg 4.Kd3 f2 5.Ke2
Kf4 6.Sd2 f1Q+ 7.Kxf1 Ke3 draws) 1...f3 2.Sb3
Kg4 (2...Kgs 3.Kc2 Kgg4 4.Kc3 Kgs 5.Kc4 wins)
3.Kc2 Kg3 4.Kc3 Kgg 5.Kc4 Kg3 6.Kd5 Kfs
7.5d2 f2 8.Sf1 wins.
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f7d6 0001.11 3/2 Win

Solutions: see page 114
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That’s me in the corner,
that’s me in the spotlight,

Tasks
and themes

losing my position

BY SIEGFRIED HORNECKER

When I attended the Open Solving at the
WCCC Dresden 2017, an endgame study was
given that I had looked at just shortly before:
Jan Timman’s rework of a classic by a famous
duo.

H.1 Anatoly G. Kuznetsov & Boris Zakharov
2nd hon. mention
Prague problem tourney 1954
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a4gs 0160.32 5/5 Win
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Of course, the variation 1.Rb8? requires
some basic endgame knowledge, as it might
not be obvious that the formation Rh8/Phé
won't win. Timman not only got rid of that var-
iation but also saved Bh8, making the play not
as obvious, by adding just another black pawn.
The Dutch master of course showed great in-
terest in such pawn formations before, also re-
working a Selezniev study.

1.Rbs+! Khé 2.Rb8 Bxa2z 3.Rxh8 Bg8
4.Kxa3! Kg7 5.h6+! Kxh8 6.g7 mate.

The theme of just one pawn catching a king
(or even queen) in the corner was of course not
new, and a famous study by the both authors
from 1958, four years later, shows the queen
trapped on h8. Somov-Nasimovich managed to
show a nice rendition where a queen emerges
to capture the newborn on a8 but is dominat-
ed itself. That was already in 1938 (honourable

mention in 64) and two years later Gulyaev
showed a more basic setting of that idea, win-
ning a special prize (Shakhmaty v SSSR) and
many reprints. Kok combined the idea with an
underpromotion to bishop.

Leaving a cooked Mouterde study from 1921
aside, the entire idea might have started with
a rather famous Kliatskin study, hon. mention
Shakhmaty 1924, a6d6 0403.21 b8a8b6.a5c6ay
4/4 Win: 1.c7! Kxc7 2.axb6+! Kxb8 3.b7! zz,
wins.

While, looking through such studies, very
often a rook is caught “Kliatskin-like” in the
corner, the weakest piece in such a situation,
this rarely leads to, or is preceded by lively
play. But even in that rather static setting there
is great potential, as one of the last studies of
Armenias probably greatest study composer
shows.

H.2 Genrikh Kasparyan
hon. mention
Suomen Shakki 1995-1996
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h4g8 0444.22 6/6 Win
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The setup is achieved with: 1.Rf8+ Kxf8
2.g7+ Kg8 3.Se4 Sd7 4.5f6+! Sxf6 5.Bc3 Bd8/i
6.Kh3 b5 7.Kg2 Bey 8.Kfi Bd8 9.Ke2 Bey
10.Kd1 Bd8 11.Kc2 Be7 12.Kb3 Bd8 13.Bb2 Bey
14.Bd4! Bd8 15.Kb4! Sds5+ 16.Kcs! Sf6 (Bf6;
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Kxds) 17.Kxbs Be7 18.Kc6 Bd8 19.Kb7 Bey
20.Kc8 wins.

i) Black is very limited in his movement but
White also can move the bishop only along the
diagonal and most squares are unavailable to
the king. Despite this, White will win.

Yet this seems to deviate much, to transform
it into a completely different theme where the
upper right corner only coincidentally shows
the formation where a heavy piece is caught.

Can readers find similarly clever settings
where a queen or king will be “captured” in the
corner? Maybe the above mentioned study by
Somov-Nasimovich can offer ideas on how to
properly and improperly dominate a piece?
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H.3 E.N. Somov-Nasimovich
hon. mention 64 1938
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e5e1 0403.32 5/5 Draw

1.Keq f2 2.b7 f1Q 3.bxa8Q Qg2+ 4.Ke3!
Qxa8 5.d5 Kd1 6.Kd3 Kc1 7.Kc3 draws.
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The Leningrad-Moscow 1933 match

History

Team competitions were a tradition in the
USSR, especially the classic match for players be-
tween Leningrad (the capital until 1918, under
the name of Petrograd) and Moscow. The first
stagings of the match date back to 1911 and 1912.
In August 1922, the first match under Soviet rule,
was a double-round tournament with 11 players
and was held in Petrograd. Team competitions
for composers were less common. In the late
1930s, two teams from Moscow and Rostov-on-
Don competed on nine boards with Moscow eas-
ily winning 7-2). Three years later the two largest
cities of the USSR, Moscow and Leningrad, were
ready to fight.

The match, for both problems and studies,
was announced in the last issue of 64 (De-
cember 1932) with the list of participants for
each city. The format included two-movers,
three-movers, fairy chess (at the time all un-
orthodox genres were grouped under a single
heading - but in the final format, the ‘fairy
chess’ section was not retained) and studies.
For the study section, Moscow’s team was an-
nounced as A. Gurvich, G. Zakhodyakin, M.
Liburkin and E. Somov-Nasimovich, on paper
a dream team. But Gurvich (1897-1962), who
had been exceptionally active during the 1927-
1931 years, had more or less stopped compos-
ing at the time. Gleb Zakhodiakin (1912-1982)
had also begun his career with some impres-
sive successes around 1930, but in 1933 he was
more or less inactive. Moreover, these compos-
ers were above all miniaturists and could have
some difficulty in bending to the exercise of
an imposed theme. Mark Liburkin (1910-1953)
and Yevgeny Somov-Nasimovich (1910-1944)
were composers better armed for this kind of
competition.

The Leningrad team had V. Korolkov, broth-
ers Leonid and Arvid Kubbel and D. Petrov. In

BY ALAIN PALLIER

another style, Korolkov (1907-1987) was anoth-
er promising young star with a sparkling debut,
but his records clearly show that he also took
a break from 1932 to 1934... Leonid Kubbel,
with his ‘universalist’ style, was certainly one
of those who could take the challenge but his
brother, Arvid (1889-1938) was probably better
as a composer of 3-movers than as a compos-
er of studies. However, in 1933, it was certain-
ly difficult to have had any idea about Dmitri
Petrov (1909-1987).

Both teams therefore had weaknesses. Gleb
Zakhodyakin eventually did not take part and
was replaced by Aleksandr Kazantsev (1906-
2002), a less experienced composer at the time.

Aleksandr Herbstman (1900-1982) was the
judge for the study section. In 1933, he was a
Rostov-on-Don resident (he was born in this
city), even if Herbstman’s name remains closely
associated with Leningrad, where he studied in
the 1920s and where he settled for professional
reasons next year (‘in 1934, I embarked upon a
course of post-graduate studies in Leningrad,
writes Herbstman in his article Memories of Fa-
mous Composers which he wrote for EG65).

We know of two articles about this match,
one written by Rostislav Aleksandrov (Lenin-
grad) and published in Shakhmaty v SSSR no.
9, September 1933, the other written by V. Shif
(Moscow team’s captain) and published in 64,
no. 8, August 1933.

The match was an easy win for Moscow
(9-4): in the two-movers section (6 boards),
Moscow won 4 matches, only conceding 2
draws (score 5-1). Leningrad had a consolation
win in the three-movers section, on 4 boards
(score 2,5/1,5: +2, -1, =1) but the study section
proved too difficult for the Leningraders.
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Here are the results for the study section:

Moscow -Leningrad 2%-Y
Gurvich — L. Kubbel 0-0
Somov-Nasimovich - A. Kubbel 1-0
Liburkin — Korolkov 1-0
Kazantsev — Petrov V-1

See below about the o0-o result Gurvich/
Kubbel.

In fact, the whole study section was highly
disappointing for everybody, both in Moscow
and in Leningrad and even more for us who,
more than 75 years later, are aware of some
more flaws in the entries that had not been
found at the time. A first difficulty was that, ex-
cept on board 4, there was no real contest: on
boards 2 and 3, there was only one study ‘in
competition, the Muscovite one. Even worse
for Leningrad, on board 1, the study presented
by Kubbel that would have won the point was
not thematic.

I quote Timothy Whitworth in his collec-
tion of Kubbel’s studies:

‘On board 1, the task was to show Novotny
interference with the two variations leading to
pure stalemate. However, Abram Gurvich, for
Moscow, refused to do anything at all with the
prescribed theme and Leonid Kubbel did not
tulfil the specification, so neither side scored a
point on this board. Although Kubbel showed
a sacrifice on c6, alternative captures by Black,
interference in both variations and pure (mir-
ror) stalemate positions, he did not employ the
reciprocal interference between bishop and
rook that marks the Novotny theme.

Here is Kubbel’s work:

P1 L. Kubbel Moscow-Leningrad match 1933
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1.Kc4! (1.Kxd4? Bxf3 2.c6 dxc6 3a8Q c5+ and
Black wins as after 1.c6? dxc6 2.Kc4 c5 3.a8Q
Bf7+) 1...Bxf3 2.¢6!, and:

— Sxc6 3.a8Q Sas+ 4.Kd4 Bxa8 stalemate.
— dxc6 3.a8Q cxbs+ 4.Kxd4 Bxa8 stalemate.

Years later, it was discovered that the study is
unsound. Black wins after 1...Sc2! 2.a8Q Bf7+!
3.Qds+ Bxds+ 4.Kxds bxcs 5.Kxcs dé6+ 6.Kds
Sb4+ 7.Kcg Kc2 (HH). The study can be saved
by adding a black pawn on {7 (Garcia).

On board 2, it was the Leningrader who
failed to compose within time. The Muscovite
composer, Evgeny Somov-Nasimovich, pro-
duced an attractive work. The theme was: pawn
play for stalemate with 2 variations (diagonal/
horizontal).

P.2 E. Somov-Nasimovich
Moscow-Leningrad match 1933
2, 2 2 2,
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Here is solution by Somov-Nasimovich:
1.g8Q c5+ (1...e1Q 2.Qb8+ and White draws)
2.Kd3 e1S+ 3.Keq (3.Ke2? Sxf3 4.Qds hiQ
5.Qxd7+ Kbé6 and Black wins) 3...h1Q (3...
Sxf3 and, e.g. 4.Qds5 h1Q 5.Qxdy+ Kbé6 6.Qd8+
drawing) 4.c4+ Kag 5.Qe6!! dxe6 (5...Qh4+
6.g4 dxe6 7.Ra3z+ Kxa3 stalemate) 6.Ra3+ Kxa3
stalemate.

It was discovered, years later, that White
could draw thanks to another solution begin-
ning on move 1: 1.a4+! Kxa4 2.g8Q e1Q 3.Qa2+
Kbs 4.Qc4+ Kb6 5.Qcs5+ Kby 6.Qds+ c6
7.Qxd7+ Kb6 8.Qd8+ Kbs 9.Qb8+ Ka6 10.Qc8+
Kb6 11.Qb8+. M. Garcia also discovered in 2012
that the flaw could be easily corrected, and
without any collateral damage, by moving bPcy
to cé.
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But this is not all: 3.Ke2! also draws: 3...Sxf3
4.c4+! (instead of 4.Qds? as intended by So-
mov) 4...bxc3 5.Qb8+ Kc4 6.Qb3+ Kd4 7.Qd1+
Sd2 8.Qag+ Kxes 9.Qxd7 h1Q 10.Qxe7+ draws.

At last, another flaw is 4.a4+ and, after 4...

Kxa4, White draws: 5.Ra3+! bxa3z 6.Qc4+ etc.
[HH: both cooks also work in the correction].

The theme on board 3 was: two light pieces
(with pawns) struggle against the same mate-
rial - play leads to two pure mates on different
squares in the middle of the board. Surely a dif-
ficult theme, as on board 2.

P.3 M.S. Liburkin
Moscow-Leningrad match 1933

i
_ /7/ .
-5
I i
e A
%,/ >
/&/g/ __
&

€2C4 0044.31 6/4 Win

\

1.Ba2+ Kdg+ (1...Kcs+ 2.Ke3 Sc3 3.exf6 Be8
4.Se6+ Kd6 5.Bb3 Sxds+ 6.Bxds; Kxds 7.Sc7+
wins) 2.c4 Bxcq+ with :

— Sc3+ 3.Kd2! (3.Kf3? Kxes 4. cxbs Sxaz2 5. b6
Sb4 draws) 3...Bxcq4 4.Bxc4 fxes (4...Sxds
5.Bxds Kxds 6.exf6 Kes 7.Shy wins) 5.Bd3!
Sxds 6.Se6 mate.

— Bxcgq 3.Bxcq fxes (3...Kxes 4.Sg6+ Kdé
5.5f4) 4.Bb3! (4.Baz2 Sc3+ 5.Kf2 Kcs 6.Sd7+
Kdé 7.5f6 Sxa2 draws) 4...Sc3+ 5.Kf2! Sxds
(5...Kcs 6.Sd7+! Kbg 7.5f6! Kxb3z 8.d6 and
White wins or 6...Kdé6 7.5f6 Key 8.Sg4 Kd6
9.5e3 wins) 6.Se6+ Ke4 7.Bc2 mate.

In 1995, M. Pfannkuche showed that, in
the 2...Bxcq line, Black has a stronger move:
4...Kc3! draws with 5.Ke3 Sf6 6.Ba2 Kb2 7.Bc4
Kc3 repeating the moves, 5.Ba4 Kd4 6.Bc6 Sc3+
draw or 5.Ba2 Sdé! 6.Se6 Kbz draw or 6.Bb1
Kd4 7.Ba2 Kc3 also repeating the moves.

In the 2...Sc3+ line, after 3.Kd2, Black has
just to play 3...Se4+! and White has nothing.

At least, the computer shows another neat
bust: 2...Be8! And despite the two-pawn ma-
terial advantage, White is unable to win, e.g.
3.exf6 Sxf6 4.Kf3 Bf7 or 4...Kc3.

As mentioned, Korolkov did not produce
any work.

The theme for board 4 was a threefold sacri-
fice of the wB against the bS.

The judge was unable to arrive at a decision
between two entries which were judged to be
of equal merit.

P.4 A. Kazantsev
Moscow-Leningrad match 1933
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1.f6! gxf6 2.h5 Sc3+ 3.Ka1!, and:
— Se4 4.h6 Sd6 5.Bc4! Sxc4 6. h7, and:

— Sds5 4.h6 Se7 5.Bc8! Kc3 6.Bfs! Sxfs 7.hy
and White wins.

P.5 D. Petrov
Moscow-Leningrad match 1933
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Several versions of this study exist. Curious-
ly, in Aleksandrov’s article, it is another one
(multi-demolished) that is given...
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The Leningrad-Moscow 1933 match

1.Bf8+ Kxc4 2.b3+ Kxb3 3.a5 Sf6 4.a6 a2+
5.Ka1, and: 5...Sd7 6.Bc¢s, 5...Se8 6.Bd6, or:
5...5g4 6.Bh6 and White wins.

As usual in this kind of contest, prizes were
awarded in each section for the best works.
Somov-Nasimovich won 1st prize and Libur-
kin took 2nd prize. That's why they appear in
books and anthologies with this rather confus-
ing mention. John Roycroft, in the first edition
of Test Tube Chess, after presenting the Libur-
kin study, concludes: ‘If this superb study won
Second Prize, whatever was the First Prize like?
I have failed to trace it, a likely assumption be-
ing that it proved unsound...".

In the aftermath, V. Shif, in his article, writes
that Gurvich and Korolkov were both sanc-
tioned for their attitude and banned from pub-
lishing for a period of one year.

In 1935, another match between Moscow
and Leningrad was organized, with problems
(three-movers only, 8 boards). The 4-4 draw
was certainly a more diplomatic solution.

References

A. SoLtis, Soviet Chess 1917-1991, McFarland &
Company, 2000.
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game Studies, Cambridge 2004.
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Most of the issues of 64 (years 1924-1935) are
available on the website of the Russian Nation-
al Electronical Library:

https://rusneb.ru/collections/344_peri-
odicheskie_izdaniya_vykhodivshie_v_sss-
r_v_1921_1930_gg/

(the link can be found on Vaclav Kotesovec’s
website kotesovec.cz)

Prizegiving at the WCCC in Vilnius 2019 (Jenever Ty)
From left to right: Jorma Paavilainen, Dolf Wissmann, David Gurgenidze,
Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen, John Nunn, winner Oleg Pervakov and judge Marcel Van Herck
(see EG 218, p. 267)
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Engines: NN or AB?

Computer

Computer chess is experiencing another rev-
olutionary stage. Neural network chess engines
(NN), after decades of unsuccessful attempts,
have suddenly caught up, and probably even
overtaken, the classic Alpha-Beta engines (AB).
Achieving acceptable performance, however, re-
quires a top NVIDIA graphic card, preferably
RTX 2080 ti, with a price tag of around 1,000
EUR. In additional, you would probably need to
upgrading your PCs power supply and cooling.
To invest or not, that is a question for many cor-
respondence players. But what about study com-
posers and judges?

Fritz 17 with Ginkgo and Fat Fritz

In November 2019, ChessBase released
Fritz17, a new version of its popular multi-pur-
pose chess software package. In addition to
various improvements, there are even two new
engines, which is unusual.

For many years ChessBase has refused to
compete in computer tournaments stating that
Fritz was intended as a sparring partner and
coach for humans. However, at the same time,
the company promised to keep the top engines
up. So in 2015 they invited Vass Rajlich (Ryb-
ka’s programmer) to develop the new Fritz 15
engine. In 2019 Rajlich’s Fritz 16 with an esti-
mated Elo rating of about 3000 was already
far behind Stockfish’s 3300 Elo, so the Fritz
17 engine was derived from Ginkgo (Frank
Schneider, Germany) and has an Elo of 3120.
It is a classic AB engine running on CPU and
gives grandmaster strength to your standard
500+ EUR desktop or notebook machine.

However, the second engine in Fritz 17 is Fat
Fritz, a ChessBase clone of the famous NN en-
gine Leela Chess Zero (LCo), see EG216. Yes,
LCo is free but downloading and configuring

BY EMIL VLASAK

all its files is not an easy task, while Fat Fritz is
installed automatically.

In addition, ChessBase offers the possibility
of testing Fat Fritz without expensive hardware
by making use of their remote cloud engine at
roughly 3 EUR/hour.

LCo development

After its tournament successes (see below),
the LCo engine was intensively developed by
a large team. You can upgrade Leela in several
different ways:

(1) Upgrade the LCo engine; the current
version is 023.3.

(2) Tune-up the LCo parameters; the big hit
today is the so-called Kiudee setting. It seems
that this setting will be integrated in the new
engine version 024, which is almost ready.

(3) And of course the “networks”, first and
foremost. Many people are developing them
today; the offerings are complex and confusing.
The networks are of different sizes; the label
20b x 256f (or only 20 x 256 or also 256 x 20)
indicates the size of 20 blocks and 256 filters.
The correct size depends on your hardware and
purpose. The smallest networks 5b-10b are for
playing with humans and for CPU hardware.
Use 20b for blitz and 24b for normal games on
RTX hardware. For long analysis when speed is
not a major factor use the biggest networks 30
blocks; the Sergio-V repository is recommended.

LCo clones

In addition to Fat Fritz, there are two other
known LCo clones.

Alliestein (Adam Treat and Ankan Baner-
jee) uses LCo networks, but the engine has its
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own search facility. The style is more enterpris-
ing but also more risky.

Leelenstein (author Jjosh) is based on LCo,
but instead of self-play it uses high-level en-
gine games. Leelenstein also includes non-Ze-
ro knowledge.

Stockfish 11

The AB-side is not sleeping. In January 2020
the Stockfish team released the new version 11.
As usually it is an open source (free) engine
available for Windows, Mac and Linux and a
version for Android is in preparation. The pro-
gress of about +70 Elo is really significant.

Probably its strength could be slightly in-
creased by adjusting the contempt factor from
the default value 24 to o.

Komodo and other AB

Unfortunately it seems that other AB en-
gines — developed individually or just by small
teams — will not keep up with the rapid NN
development. The Komodo team released the
last version 13.3 in February 2020 adding 15
Elo points to version 13.2.5 from October 2019.
Houdini (Robert Houdart) has not been up-
graded since November 2017. The most prom-
ising AB newcomer is Ethereal (Andrew Grant
& Laldon), available free.

Tournaments and Results

A lot of results were published by individ-
ual testers, but they are obviously either Leela
or Stockfish fans. Therefore, we limit ourselves
to two reputable online tournaments TCEC
and CCC, played under the broad public
supervision.

TCEC (Top Chess Engine Championship)

AB hardware: 2x Xeon Es5 2699 2.8 GHz, 44
cores.

NN hardware: 1x2080ti + 1x2080 + i5 2600.

TCEC 15 (5/2019)

Premier Division Stockfish 27.5, LCo 25.5,
Komodo 21.5, Alliestein 20.5, Houdini 20.5

Final LCo-Stockfish 53.5-46.5
Cup3 (rapid) LCo-Stockfish 4.5-3.5

TCEC 16 (10/2019)

Premier Division Stockfish 26.5, Alli-
estein 26, LCo 25.5, Komodo 22.5, Stoofvlies 19,
Houdini 18.5

Final Stockfish-Alliestein 54.5-45.5

Cup4 (rapid) Stockfish-LCo 4.5-3.5

CCC (Computer Chess Championship)
AB hardware: 2x Xeon 8168 2.70 GHz, 90
HT threads.

NN hardware: 4x RTX 2080ti + 2x Xeon
Gold 6154.

CCC 10 (9/2019)

Semifinal Leelenstein 71.5, Stockfish 69,
LCo 68, Komodo 56.5

Final Leelenstein-Stockfish 102:98

CCC 11 (12/2019)

Semifinal Stockfish 38.5, LCo 37.5, Leelen-
stein 37.5, Komodo 30.5

Final LCo-Stockfish 77:73

CCC 12 (01/2020)

Semifinal LCo-Stockfish 107:93
Third place Stockfish-Scorpio 121:79
Final LCo-LeelenStein 108:92
TCEC 17

The results above suggest a small edge for
the NN engines, but most of the games were
played by the older Stockfish 10. Therefore, we
impatiently await the Premier division and Su-
perfinal of TCEC 17, scheduled for late March
2020. The format of the 17th season was some-
what changed, the CPU- League 1 and the new
GPU-League 1 are played separately.

The hardware was upgraded, too. AB engines
can now use 4x Xeon 4669 with 88 cores/176
threads. New GPU configuration for NN en-
gines, balancing this CPU performance, is still
unknown.
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Minitest

V.1 Peter Krug and Mario Garcia
Pat a Mat 06.2019
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Every engine spent a lot of time searching
for a non-existent win in the line 1.Sxd2 a1Q
2.Qxa1 Sxai1 3.Sxc4 Kg7! 4.Kh4 Rh8+ 5.Kg3
Rhs! 6.Rfs Kg6. The AB engines finally recon-
sidered the situation and found a nice solution
with several quiet moves 1.Rf1!! Sxf1 2.Khé!
(2.5f6+2 Kh8 3.Se8+ f6!) 2...a1Q 3.Sf6+ Kh8
4.g6! £xg6 5.Ses5! Rxf6 6.Qb8+ Bg8 7.Qf8! Qay
8.Qxf6+ wins.

I thank Jan Zidd, the leading Czech corre-
spondence player, for running the AB tests on
an AMD Ryzen Threadripper with 32 cores and
NN tests on 2x RTX 2080 ti. Jan also suggested
assigning “school grades” to engines:

A Komodo 13.3: solving times less than 20
seconds.

B Fritz 16 (Rajlich): solving times less than
40 seconds.

C Stockfish 11 and different clones (asm-
Fish, Brainfish, Cfish, Sugar, Raubfish): solving
times less than 2 minutes.

D Houdini and Fritz 17 (Schneider): solving
times several minutes.

F LCo and FatFritz repeatedly failed to find
the solution in several hours.

I spent a lot of time trying to find an end-
game study illustrating an advantage for NN
engines, and in the end I partially succeeded.

(V.2) Every top chess engine almost imme-
diately indicates the main line 1.b4! Bxg1 2.a4
Rb6 3.bs! Bcs 4.Sa3! Bxa3 5.Kay Bcs 6.a5!
Rxbs+ 7.Ka6 Rxas+ 8.Kxas. But there is a

dramatic difference in the evaluations. While
AB engines evaluate the final position as a clear
win for Black (scores about 4-5 pawns), LCo re-
ports only a small Black advantage of about 1.2
pawns. Yes, Monte Carlo searches may indeed
reveal the oddity of this exceptional position.

V.2 Emil Vlasak
Pruboj 1984

7, y
_ .,
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Do Z 7 2
2 % Y %
/% /% /% %
a8f8 0341.75 10/8 Draw

Summary.

The main priority of NN engines is appar-
ently the better understanding of irration-
al positions of the middle game, which gives
them advantages in 0.T.B. games. But in ra-
tional positions the AB engines dominate with
their superior calculation. And good studies
are practically always rational :--)). So, today I
cannot recommend to switch to LCo for end-
game study analysis.

Links

https://en.chessbase.com/ ChessBase, Fritz
https://Iczero.org/ Leela Chess Zero
https://www.patreon.com/jjosh Leelenstein

https://www.chessprogramming.org/Allie
Alliestein

https://stockfishchess.org/ Stockfish
https://komodochess.com/ Komodo

https://github.com/AndyGrant/Ethereal
Ethereal

https://tcec-chess.com/ TCEC

https://www.chess.com/computer-chess-
championship CCC
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Russian Team Championship 2012

This award was found only recently. If you notice that an award remains unpublished in EG, please
send it to arves.tourneys@gmail.com or ask HH. With regard to the Russian Team Championships,
it seems that we have so far published only the 19th (EG#22519) and 20th edition (EG#22708) in EG.

The theme of this tourney was: “Realization of a mate (not necessarily a model mate) in the main
line with selfblocks by pieces or pawns, with at least one active selfblock. Twins are not allowed”. The

judge was the late Turi Akobia (Georgia).

No 23014 L. Katsnelson

No 23012 O. Pervakov No 23013 V. Kozirev & A. Sochnev
1st place 2nd place 3rd place
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No 23012 Oleg Pervakov (Moscow). 1.Sa5
b3 2.Rbg+ Reb6 3.Rbcg4 Rxas 4.Rc8+ Kby
5.R8c7+ Kaé6 6.Be2 a2 7.Bf1 zz, and:

— a1Q 8.Rci+, with; Rabs 9.Rxa1 mate, or:

Rbbs 9.R1c6 mate, or:

— b2 8.Rc3+, with: Rabs 9.Ra3 mate, or: Rbbs
9.R3¢c6 mate, or:

— e6 8.Rd4+, with: Rbbs 9.Rd6 mate, or: Rabs
9.Rag4 mate, or:

— 6 8.Req+, with: Rbbs 9.Re6 mate, or: Rabs
9.Rag4 mate.

No 23013 V. Kozirev (Rostov region). 1.Qc3
Se3+ 2.Qxe3 Qhi+ 3.Kf2 Qh2+ 4.Ke1, and:

— Qh1+ 5.Kd2 Qg2+ 6.Kc3 Bxg8 7.h8Q+ Kxh8
8.Qh6+ Bhy 9.Qf8+ Qg8 10.5f7 mate, or:

— Qhg+ 5.Kd2 Qh2+ 6.Kc3 Qc2+ 7.Kb4 Bxg8
8.h8Q+/i Kxh8 9.Qh6+ Qhy 10.Sg6 mate.
i) 8.Qay+? Kh8 9.hxg8Q+ Kxg8 10.Qf7+

Kh8 11.5g6+ Qxg6 12.Qxg6 stalemate.

No 23014 Leonard Katsnelson & Aleksey
Sochnev (Leningrad). 1.Rdy/i h2 2.Bf6+ Sgs

f1g7 4044.10 5/4 Win

eth4 0513.04 4/7 Win

3.Rd4+ Kh3 4.Rd3+ Kh4 5.Rh1 Rb1+ 6.Kf2 Rxh1
7.Kg2 Rgi+ 8.Kxh2 Rg4 9.Rh3 mate.

i) Thematic try: 1.Ray? h2 2.Rxag+ Kh3
3.Ra3+ Kh4 4.Bf6+ Sgs5 5.Rh1 Rbi+ 6.Kf2 Rxh1
7.Kg2 Rgi+ 8.Kxh2 and now not: Rg4? 9.Rh3
(thematic) mate, but: Rg3 9.Rxg3 stalemate.

No 23015 S. Osintsev
4th place

///%/
»y

"

TR

5 7 /%/%
mom B B
- & e

_
»r»
| B

fsh3 0442.02 5/5 BTM, Win

Y

No 23015 Sergey Osintsev (Sverdlovsk re-
gion). 1...Rfi+ 2.Keq Kh4 3.5f4 Rxfq+ 4.Kxf4
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No 23016 P. Arestov
s5th/6th place
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No 23017 N. Ryabinin
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No 23018 I. Agapov
7th place
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Bh6+ 5.Kf3 c2 6.Be1+ Khs 7.Ras+ e5 8.Sxe5 c1Q
9.5d3+ Qg5 10.5f4 mate.

HH: the original study was incorrect, and
this is a correction omitting the first move by
White (1.5f6-hs).

No 23016 Pavel Arestov (Moscow region).
1...Bb8+ 2.Kxe6 b2+ 3.Kdy Rf7+ 4.Ke8 biQ
5.Qxb1+ Bxb1 6.Rb3+, and:

— Kc8 7.Rc3+ Rc7 8.Ba6 mate, or:
— Ka8 7.Ra3+ Ray 8.Bf3+ Be4 9.Bxe4 mate.

No 23017 Nikolai Ryabinin (Tambov re-
gion). 1.Rb3+ Kaz2 2.Qc1 e1Q+ 3.Qxe1 Bb2
4.Rxb2+ Kxb2 5.c3+ Kb3 6.Qb1+ Kxc3 7.Qb2+
Kd3 8.Qd2+ Keq 9.Re2+ Se3 10.Rxe3+ Kfs
11.Qds5+ Kg4 12.Qf3+ Kh4 13.Qg3+ Khs 14.Re5+
Bfs 15.Qh3+ Rh4 16.Qxf5+ Rgs 17.Qf7+ Qg6
18.Qf3+ Rg4 19.Qh3+ Rh4 20.g4 mate.

No 23018 Igor Agapov (Udmurtia & Tatar-
stan). 1.Bb3 d1Q 2.Bxd1 g2 3.Ra1 g1Q+ 4.Bg4+
Kf2 5.Se4+ Kg2 6.Bh3+ Khi+ 7.Sg3 mate.

No 23019 Yuri Bazlov (Primorski region).
1.8d4 Res+ 2.Khé6 Be8 3.g7+ Kf7 4.Rh8 Kf6
5.Rf8+ Bf7 6.g8S mate.

No 23020 Valery Shansin, G. Egorov & An-
drey Zhuravlev (Tula region). 1.Bc2+ Kas 2.c7
Rf8+ 3.c8Q Rxc8+ 4.Kxc8 f2 5.Re5 Ba6+ 6.Kcy
f1Q 7.b4+ Bxb4 8.Se3+ Qbs 9.Sc4 mate.

No 23021 Nikolai Ryabinin (Tambov re-
gion). 1.Qc1+ Kb8 2.Rf8+ Kby 3.Qc8+ Kbé6
4.Rf6+ Kas 5.Qcy+ Kbg 6.Rf4+ Ka3z 7.Qc1+ Qb2
8.Qxe3+, and:

— Qb3 9.Qc1+ Qb2 10.Rf3+ Rb3 11.Qcs mate,
or:
— Rb3 9.Qcs5+ Rbg 10.Rf3+ Qb3 11.Qc1 mate.

No 23019 Y. Bazlov
8th/11th place
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No 23020 V. Shansin,
G. Egorov & A. Zhuravlev
8th/11th place
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Russian Team Championship 2012

No 23022 S. Abramenko

No 23023 Y. Bazlov

No 23024 S. Abramenko

8th/ 11th place 12th/ 14th place 12th/14th place
/z/g%g/ o1
@3/ . ;/ ,, _
%//%g/// LB B E o
B oE | moEoEoE | EE B
mom o mem o mamem | B oW waw
B .. 8 “EANE L]

h8d7 3585.11 8/7 Win

No 23022 Sergey Abramenko (Volgograd
region). 1.5f5+ Ke8 2.Sc7+ Bxcy 3.Bc6+ Bxc6
4.5g7+ Kf8 s.fxez7+ Qxey 6.Rfi+ Qf7 7.Re8+
Bxe8 8.Bxcs+ Bd6 9.Bxd6+ Re7 10.Se6 mate.

No 23023 Yuri Bazlov (Primorski region).
1.hs5 gxhs 2.Rh3 h4 3.Rxe2 Qbg 4.g6+ Kh6 5.g7
Qb7+ 6.Rey Qds+ 7.Re6 Qdy+ 8.Kxf6 Qxgr+
9.Kfs+ Khs 10.Rh6+, and:

— Qxh6 11.g4 mate, or:

— Kxh6 11.Rxh4 mate.

No 23024 Sergey Abramenko (Volgograd
region). 1.g8Q Rxg8 2.b8Q Qxb8 3.Ba6+ Kgi/i
4.Se2+ Khi 5.Rxhs+ Qh2 6.Rb1+ g1Q 7.Bby+
Sds 8.Bxds+ Rg2 9.Rxg1+ Bxg1 10.5g3 mate.

i) Scq4 4.Bxc4+ Kg1 5.Se2+ Kh1 6. Rxhs+ Qh2
7Rb1+ g1Q 8.Bds+ Rg2 9.Rxgi+ Bxgi 10.Sg3
mate. This was also given as a main line, but is
unsound: 7.Rxh2+ Kxhz2 8.Bxg8 is a simple win.

No 23025 1. Bocharov

f7h7 3200.33 6/5 Win

No 23026 V. Kalashnikov

aif1 3544.22 7/7 Win

No 23025 I. Bocharov (Novosibirsk region).
1.Kf3 f1iQ+ 2.Bxf1 Kg1 3.Bg2 Be4+ 4.Kg3 Bxg2
5.5¢3 h1Q 6.Ra1+ Bf1 7.Se2 mate.

No 23026 Valery Kalashnikov (Chelyab-
insk region). 1.Qaq+ Kxa4 2.e8Q+ Qbs 3.Sc5+
Rxcs 4.Qa8+ Kxb4 5.a3 mate.

The other 15th-16th placed study is unsound:
G. Popov (Belgorod and Voronezh region),
hihs 3115.03 g8aibie3h3d8.g4g6h6 5/6 Win.
Intended: 1.Ras+ Kh4 2.Sg2+ Kxh3 3.Ra3+ g3
4.Raq g5 5.Rh4+ gxhg 6.Bfs+ Qg4 7.5f4 mate.
But HH cooks: 2.5f4 Kg3 3.Sfg2 Kf3 4.Bxg6 Se6
5.Rf5+ Ke4 6.Rf4++ Kes 7.Bf7 Qb8 8.Sc4+ Kds
9.5ge3+ Kc6 10.Rf6 wins.

No 23027 Valery Kalashnikov (Chelyabinsk
region). 1.c8Q Qf4+ 2.Kd3 Scs+ 3.Qxc5+ dxcs
4.Rad6+ exd6 5.Rxhs+ Qes 6.e4 mate.

No 23027 V. Kalashnikov

12th/14th place 15th/16th place 17th/18th place
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f4h1 0141.03 4/5 Win

€223 4404.30 7/4 Win

e3ds 3207.23 6/7 Win
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No 23028 G. Popov
17th/18th place
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No 23028 G. Popov (Belgorod and Voro-
nezh region). 1.Se3+ Kb3 2.c7 b4 3.c8B Rxf6
4.Bg4 Rc6 5.Bd1+ Re2 6.5f2 hiQ 7.5xh1 h2 8.5f2
h1Q 9.Sxh1 h310.5f2 h2 11.5xd3 h1Q 12.S¢5 mate.

No 23029 V. Neishtadt
19th place

Hel W7
k5 mams
w6 B

E K
AKLK
By
L B B Y
B E N

c8b6 0344.35 6/9 Win
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No 23029 Vladimir Neishtadt (Altai re-
gion). 1.Kd7 Bxe4 2.Sag+ Ka6 3.c8Q+ Rb7+
4.Ke6 Bfs+ 5.Kxfs Sd6+ 6.Kxes Sxc8 7.Bxcq+
Rbs+ 8.Ke6 Sb6 9.Sc5 mate.

The 20th placed study is unsound: D. Vo-
ronov (Astrakan region), gse4 0177.33 asb-
3¢8d4h7ds.b4d2f2byd3d6 7/8 Win. Intended:
1.Bxds+ Sxds 2.f3+ Kes 3.5f6 Be6 4.f4 mate. But

HH cooks: Kxf3 3.Rxds Bes 4.Rxd3+ Ke2 5.Rds
Be6 6.Rbs Bc8 7.58 Kxd2 8.Sg6 and now: Kd3
9.5xe5+ dxes 10.Rxe5 b6 draws.

No 23030 D. Voronov
21st place
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No 23030 D. Voronov (Astrakan region).
1.f3+ Kes 2.5f6 Be6 3.f4 mate.

No 23031 V. Medintsev
22nd place
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No 23031 Vitaly Medintsev (Krasnodar re-
gion). 1.Bd6 exd6 2.Rxcq+ Sxc4 3.Bxdy+ Rbs
4.Kaé6 Sa3 5.b3 mate.

The judge remarked that White could post-
pone the mate by 5.hy, 5.Be8 or 5.Bc6 but af-
ter 5...h1Q then 6.b3 is necessary. These are, of
course, only minor duals.
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The Argentinian Problemist Association (UAPA) organized its 8th informal internet tourney
which also commemorated the well-known Argentinian composer Alberto Foguelman who was
born 95 years ago. The tourney director was Sebastidn A. Palomo. There were four sections. The
first two were restricted by material (Q and B against Q, and Q and S against Q) judged by Valery
Kalashnikov (Russia), and the last two sections were win and draw studies, judged by Marco Cam-
pioli (Italy). As usual for the UAPA tourneys, no-one undertook to edit the studies properly in the
award (i.e. a computer dump of lines), and the proportion of studies making it into the award was
again disproportionate. We refuse to figure everything out (some composers are commenting al-
most every legal move - e.g. judge Campioli in the other section), and only reproduce the main lines
(and some tries when indicated) of the studies. It is also very unfortunate that the award does not
hold any details about Alberto Foguelman, nor did the judges mention his name at all, e.g. giving
preference to a study reminding readers of Foguelman’s output.

The provisional award was dated 22vii2o19, and the final award was dated 23ix2019. There seem
to have been no changes, but there is no statement whatsoever about that.

Section Queen and Bishop vs. Queen No 23034 Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario
Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.Bcs+ Ke8 2.Qh6
Qg8 3.Qf6 Qf7 4.Qh8+ Kdy 5.Qa8 Qf6 6.Qc6+
Kd8 7.Bb4 e4 8.Qa8+ Kdy 9.Kby Qd8 10.Qa4
No 23032 Richard Becker (USA). 1.Qc3+ mate.
Kxd6 2.Qes+ Ke7 3.Ke3 zz h3 4.Kdg4 Qag+ No 23035 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Qbg+
5.Kcs Qcz+ 6.Kbs Qb1+ 7.Kxas Qc1 8.Kb6 Qh6 Kf12.Sd2+ Bxd2 3.Qb1+ Be1 4.Qd3+ Kg15.Qd4+
9.Qcs+ Ke8 10.Qc6+ (Qc8+) Ke7 11.Qb7+ Kf6 Khi1 6.Qds Qe7 7.c6 Bh4 8.c7 Qxc7 9.Qdi+ Kh2
12.Qf3+ Kes 13.Qds+ Kf6 14.Qfs5+ Key 15.Qf7+ 10.Qe2+ Bf2 11.Qxf2+ Kh3 12.Qg2+ Kh4 13.Qg4
Kd6 16.Qc7+ Kxe6 17.Qc6+ wins. mate.

9 studies by 7 composers from 6 countries
were published.

No 23033 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Qe4

No 23036 Marco Campioli (Italy). 1.Bc6+
b2+ 2.Kc2 b1Q+ 3.Kxb1 a2+ 4.Ka1 Qg7+ 5.Kxaz

Kg3 2.h8Q Rxcg+ 3.Kd3 Rxd4+ 4.Qxd4 Qa6+
Qg8+ 6.Kb2 Qg7+ 7.Kb3z Qg8+ 8.Kbg Qxg2 5.Ke3 Qxc6 6.Qf4+ Kh3 7.Qf5+ Kg2 8.Qg4+ Kfi
9.Qxe3+ Kf110.Ka3 zz d6 11.Bd4 zz a6 12.Bb6 a5 9.Qe2+ Kg1 10.Qf2+ Khi 11.Qfi+ Kh2 12.Bes
13.Bd4 a4 14.Bb6 Qc2 15.Qf3+ Ke1 16.Bas+ wins. mate.

No 23032 R. Becker
1st prize

No 23033 P. Arestov
and prize
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No 23034 P. Krug & M. Garcia
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No 23035 P. Arestov No 23036 M. Campioli No 23037 P. Arestov
2nd honourable mention commendation commendation
E_EVE B EE E B EEEE
55y > ///ﬁ % 7
w BT U By W o7
W oE | WEwm CSaliamn
JEOE B om  awen o mom | m BB B
%//%/%/ 5 55
. 5y /%/ 9 &
&2 & ‘E BB B n
f3e1 4031.10 4/3 Win €2g2 3321.20 6/3 Win €7g5 4010.32 6/4 Win
HH: the study as published had more than — Kd8 3.Sd5 Qb2+ 4.Sc3 Qg2+ 5.Kf8 Qc6 6.Sbs
50 horrific sublines! e2 7.dxc7+ Kc8 8.Sa7+ wins, or:
No 23037 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.hg+  — Be6 3.dxc7 Qb7 4.8d5 Bxds 5.Qxds Qxds
Kxhg 2.f6 Qxf6+ 3.Kxf6 a1Q+ 4.Kg6 Qgi+ 6.c8Q+ Ke7 7.Qf8+ Ke6 8.Qf6 mate.
5.Kh7 Kxhs 6.Bg4+ Kh4 7.Qf6+, and: No 23039 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.dy Qd8
— Kg3 8.Qf3+ Kh2 9.Qh3 mate, or 2.Qhy/izz b4 3.Qh6 Qg8 4.Kf3 Ke6 5.Qh3+ Kf6
— Qxg4 7.Qh6 mate. 6.Qhs Se1+ 7.Kg3 Ke6 8.Qg5 Qb8+ 9.Se5 wins.

i) Try: 2.Qh6? Qg8 3.Kf1 Ke6 4.Qh3+ Kdé
5.Qg3+ Sfg 6.Qxf4+ Kxdy draws.

No 23040 Aleksey Sochnev (Russia). 1.Qx-
g6+/ihxg6 2.Rf3+ Kg7 3.Rxf7+ Kxf7 4.Sg5+ Ke8
5.5¢6 b1Q 6.Sc7+ Kf7 7.e8Q+ Kf6 8.Qxes+ Kf7
9.Qe8+ Kf6 10.Qf8+ Kgs 11.5e6+ Khs 12.Qf3+
No 23038 Peter Krug (Austria) & Mario Khs4 13.Qf4+ Kh3 14.Sg5+ Kg2 15.Qf3+ Kha

Section Queen and Knight vs. Queen

10 studies by 8 composers from 7 countries
were published.

Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.f5 Bxf5 2.d6, and: 16.Qh3 mate.
— ¢6 3.Qes5+ Kd8 4.5a6 Qb6 5.5¢c7 Kc8 6.Qe8+ i) Thematic try: 1.Qfi+? Bf2 2.Qxf2+ Kg7+
Kby 7.Qa8 mate, or: 3.Rxg6+ hxg6 4.Qxf7+ Kxf7 5.5g5+ Ke8 6.Se6
— Qb7 3.Sd5 cxd6 4.Qc3 Kd8 5.Qf6+ Kc8 6.Qf8 bi1Q 7Sc7+ Kf7 8.e8Q+ Kf6 9.Qxes+ Kfy
mate, or: 10.Qe8+ Kf6 11.Qf8+ Kgs 12.Se6+ Khs 13.Qf3+
No 23038 P. Krug & M. Garcia No 23039 A. Jasik No 23040 A. Sochnev
1st prize and prize special prize
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No 23043 P. Arestov

No 23041 P. Arestov No 23042 L. Gonzalez & D. Keith

1st honourable mention 2nd honourable mention 3rd honourable mention
BEE W [EYECE W (EE W W
Al m | BB m| & EE D
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e2al1 4004.21 5/4 Win g7es 0032.22 5/4 Win h2ay 4001.10 4/2 Win

Khg 14.Qf4+ Kh3 15.5gs+ Kg2 16.Qf3+ Kh2
17.Qh3+ (no bBg1) Kg1 draws. Thematic try:
1.Rxg6+? hxg6 2.Qf1+ Bf2 3.Qxf2+ Kg7 4.Qxf7+
Kxf7 5.5g5+ Ke8 6.Se6 b1Q see other thematic
try.

No 23041 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.5f3 Sd4+
2.5xd4 Qxh2+ 3.Ke3/i Qxes5+ 4.Kd3 zz Qcy
5.Qgi+ Kaz 6.Qf2+ Kb1 7.Qe1+ Qc1 8.Qbg+

Qb2 9.Qa4 Qc1 10.Se2 Qf1 11.Qbs+ Kaz 12.Kc2
wins.

i) Try: 3.Kd3? Qxes zz 4.Qgi+ Kb2 5.Qf2+
Kaz 6.Qf8+ Ka4 7.Qa8+ Qas 8.Qe8+ Kaz 9.Qey+
Kag 10.Qe8+ Ka3z positional draw.

No 23042 Luis Miguel Gonzalez (Spain).
1.a6 Kfs+ 2.Kf8 e2 3.a7 Bbg+ 4.Scd6+ Kxgé
5.a8Q Bxd6+ 6.5xd6 e1Q 7.Qg2+ Khs 8.Qf3+
Kh4 9.Se4 Qbg+ 10.Kf7 Qcgq+ 11.Ke7 Qbsg+
12.Ke6 Qb3z+ 13.Ke5 Qbs+ 14.Kf4 wins.

No 23044 M. Garcia

No 23043 Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Daniel
Keith (France). 1.Kg1 Qg8 2.Kf2 Kb6 3.Qd4+
Kbs 4.Qcs+ Kag 5.Qas+ Kbz 6.Sf5 Qcg 7.Qcs
Qf4+ 8.Ke2 Qxb4 9.Sd4+ Kag 10.Qay+ Qas
11.Qd7+ Ka3 12.Qh3+ Kag 13.Qb3 mate.

No 23044 Mario Garcia (Argentina) &
Michal Hlinka (Slovakia). 1.Sc3 Bcg+ 2.Sds5+
Bxds+ 3.Kxds Kxf5 4.e4+ Kf4 5.e5 g4 6.6 g3
7.e7 g2 8.5f2 Kg3 9.Se4+ Kf3 10.5g5+ Kg3 11.e8Q
g1Q 12.Qes+ Kgg 13.Qe6+ Khs 14.Qf7+ Kgg
15.Qd7+ Khs 16.Qh7+ Kgg4 17.Qxh4+ Kxhg
18.5f3+ wins.

Win section

39 studies by 29 composers from 15 countries.

No 23045 Jan Timman (the Netherlands) &
Mario Guido Garcia (Argentina). 1.c8Q, and:

No 23045 ]. Timman

& M. Hlinka & M. Garcia No 23046 1. Yarmonov

commendation 1st prize 2nd prize
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No 23047 J. Mikitovics

No 23048 P. Krug

No 23049 A. Avedisian

3rd prize 4th prize 5th prize
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— Qxds 2.Qc3 Rbg 3.Re3 Rxb3z 4.Qxb3+ Qxb3z+
5.Rxb3 e1Q 6.Rxh6 Qe7 7.£8Q Qxf8 8.Rxd6
Qxd6 9.Be8+ Rbs 10.Rxbs Qh2 11.Bc6 Qhé
12.b3 mate, or:

— Qxc8 2.£8Q Qxf8 3.Sc5+ Rxcs 4.Rb7, and
now:

— Rc2 5.Rf4+ Bxf4 6.Be8+ Qxe8 7.Rb4+ mate,
or:

- Rcbs 5.Rf4+ Bxf4 6.Be8 Qxe8 7.b3+ Rxb3
8.Rb4+ Rxb4 (Rbs; Ray mate) 9.Sc3 mate.

No 23046 Igor Yarmonov (Ukraine). 1.Qa3
Qf8 2.c8Q Qxc8 3.Qe7+ Kfs 4.hg Qc6 5.Qf7+
Ke4 6.Bds+ Qxds 7.d3+ Kes 8.Qe7+ Qe6 9.d4+,
and:

— Kds 10.c4+ bxcq 11.e4+ Qxe4 12.Qd7 mate,
or:

— Kf510.g4+ hxg4 11.e4+ Qxe4 12.Qf7 mate.

No 23047 Janos Mikitovics (Hungary).
1.Sb3+ Kb2 2.Sdi1+ Kxb3 3.Rxc3+ Kb4 4.Rc8
Qd7 5.Rb8+ Kc4 6.Se3+ Kd3z 7.Rb3+ Ke2 8.Kf8
Qay 9.Sc4 Qcs+ 10.Sd6 e3 11.Re6 Kf2 12.Rc3
Qxc3 13.Se4+ wins.

No 23048 Peter Krug (Austria). 1.Sg5+/i
Kh8 2.Sey Rh2+ 3.Kxh2 Qb8+ 4.Kg2 Qg3+
5.Qxg3 Bxg3 6.Rf3, and:

— d1Q 7Rf8+ Kgy 8.Se6+ Khy 9.Rf7+ Khé
10.5g8+ Khs 11.Rh7+ Kgg4 12.5Sh6+ Khs
13.5f5+ Kg4 14.Se3 mate, or:

— Bes 7.5xg6+ Kgz 8.Sxes diQ 9.Se6+ Khé
10.Rh3+ Qhs11.5g4+ Kg6 12.5f4+ K7 13.Rxhs

c1Q 14.Rh7+ Ke8 15.5f6+ Kd8 16.Se6+ Kc8

17.Rh8 mate.

i) Try: 1.5f6+? Kg7 2.5xg8 Rh2+ 3.Kxh2 d1Q
4.Qh6+ Kf7 5.Qh7+ Kf8 6.Qh6+ Kf7 7.Re3 Qd2+
8.Kh1 Qds+ 9.Kg1 Bhg 10.Qf4+ Kg7 11.Qh6+
Kf7 12.Qh7+ Kf8 draws.

No 23049 Alexander Avedisian (Uruguay).
1.Qf3+ Kcs 2.Qds5+ Kb4 3.Qa2 Bg3+ 4.Kf6 Kc3
5.Qas+ Kc2 6.Qag+ Kc1 7.Qcqg+ Kb1 8.Qxbs
g4 9.Sg1 Bf2 10.Qd3+ Kaz2 11.Qd5+ Ka3 12.Qd1
Bxg1 13.Qxg1 h4 14.Kes h3 15.Kd4, and:

— Ka216.Kc3 b1Q 17.Qay mate, or:
— h2 16.Qe3+ Kaz2 17.Qe6+ Kai 18.Qa6+ Kbi
19.Qd3+ Kc1 20.Qe3 mate.

No 23050 L. Kekely & M. Hlinka
6th prize
W, & |

N

: %//7/
B BB
EEE s
 m E mE

dsfs 3432.40 8/4 Win

7 7 2
7 7
/

\

No 23050 Lubos Kekely & Michal Hlin-
ka (Slovakia). 1.f7 Rh8 2.Kd4+ Ke6 3.f8Q Rxf8
4.5xf8+ Kxd6 5.c7 Bxcy 6.Rc6+ Qxc6 7.5¢8 mate.
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No 23052 P. Arestov,

No 23051 M. Micaloni A. Zhukov & N. Griva No 23053 V. Tarasiuk
1st special prize and special prize 3rd special prize
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No 23051 Mario Micaloni (Italy). 1.Bfi Kxe6 No 23054 Valery Kalashnikov (Russia). 1...
2.Ka6 Kfs5 3.Kay Kf4 4.Kb8 Se6 5.Kc8 Scs 6.Kcy Bfs+ 2.Kd1 Bxdy 3.b7+ Kxb7 4.Rxd7+, and:
Kxf3 7.Kc6 Sb3 8.Kbs Sd4+ 9.Kcs Sb3+ 10.Kb4 K8 5.5f6 3 6.Bf4 Rfs 7.Rc7+ Kd8 8.Rhy Kc8
Sd4 11.Bbs Sxbs 12.b7 Sc7 13.Kas h3 14.b8Q h2 9.Shs d3 10.Rc7+ Kd8 11.Sg7 Rxf4 12.Se6+
15.Qb7+ Kg3 16.Kb4 Se8 17.Kc3 wins. wins, or:
No 23052 Pavel Arestov, Aleksandr Zhuk-  — Kc6 5.5(6 Rfs 6.Rf7 c3 7Bh6 d3 8.5g4 Rxf7
ov (Russia) & Nikolai Griva (Ukraine). 1.Rcs 9.Ses+ wins.
Kdé 2.Rfs5 g4 3.Kg6 g3 4.Rgs bs 5.Kfs5 Kds No 23055 Stanislav Nosek & Jaroslav Polasek

6.Kf4+ (Kg4) Kd4 7.Kf3 Kd3 8.Rds+ Kc4 9.Rd1 (Czech Republic). 1.Ba6+ Kag4 2.Bxe2 Sc7 3.Res
a5 10.Ke2 Kc3 11.Rd3+ Kb2 12.Rd2+ Kb3 13.Kd1 Sbs+ 4.Rxbs Rg4+ 5.Bxg4 Kxbs 6.Sd7, and:

wins. — h1Q 7.Be2+ Kag 8.Scs mate, or:

No 23053 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine). = — Bxdy 7.Bxd7+ Kbé6 8.Bas+ Kxas 9.Kcs h1Q
1.Kc7 Bc8 2.Kxc8 Kb6 3.Rb2/i h4 4.Rb1 h3 5.Kd7 10.b4+ Ka6 11.Bc8+ Qb7 12.b5+ Kas 13.Bxby
Kcs 6.Rc1+ Kds 7.Kc7 bg 8.Kb6 b3 9.Re1 b2 wins.
10.Kas Kc4 11.Kag Kc3 12.Ka3 Kd2 13.Rh1 wins. No 23056 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.8f5 Kc3

i) Thematic try: 3.Rb1? h4 4.Kd7 Kcs 5.Rc1+ 2.Sa4+ Kc2 3.Sd4+ Kxdi 4.Sb2+ Kc1 5.5d3+ Kd1
Kds 6.Kc7 Ke4 draws. 6.Kb1 Rf2 7.Bg3 zz Rg2 8.Sb2 mate.

No 23055 S. Nosek
No 23054 V. Kalashnikov & J. Polasek No 23056 A. Jasik
1st/ 2nd honourable mention 1st/2nd honourable mention 3rd honourable mention
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No 23057 A. Jasik
4th honourable mention
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No 23057 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Sf7+
Bxf7 2.g7 Qg8 3.Qb1 Ke8 4.Qf5 gxf3 5.Ke1 f2+
6.Kf1 zz Sd8 7.Qd7 mate.

No 23058 P. Krug
sth honourable mention
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No 23058 Peter Krug (Austria). 1.g6+ Kg8
2.Bf7+ Rxf7 3.exf7+ Kf8 4.5f5 Bh6 5.Re2 Bgy
6.Kb2 Qh3 7.Rxe7 Qxh2+ 8.Ka3z Qh3z+ 9.Kag
Qg4+ 10.Kxa5 Qxg6 11.Re8+ Kxf7 12.Sd6 mate.

No 23059 M. Minski & H. Waelzel
6th honourable mention
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No 23059 Martin Minski & Helmut Wael-

zel (Germany). 1.hy Qhg+ 2.Kg1 Qd4 3.Re6+/i
Kf7 4.Qxd4 a1Q+ 5.Re1 Qxe1+ 6.Kh2 wins.

i) Logical try: 3.Qxd4? a1Q+ 4.Re1 Qxe1+
5.Kh2 Kxhy and Black wins.

No 23060 P. Arestov & A. Zhukov
1st special honourable mention
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No 23060 Pavel Arestov & Aleksandr Zhu-
kov (Russia). 1.Rh7 bs 2.Rxh5 Kb4 3.Rxes/i h2
4.Re1 Kc3 5.Kd7 bg 6.d4 Kxd4 7.Kc6 Kcg 8.Kb6
b3 9.Kas Kc3 10.Ka4 b2 11.Ka3 Kd2 12.Rh1 wins.

i) Try: 3.Rxh3? Kc3 4.Kd7 b4 5.Kc6 b3 6.Kcs
b2 7.d4+ Kd2 8.Rh2+ Kc3 9.Rxb2 exd4 10.Ra2
d3 11.Raz+ Kc2 12.Kcq d2 13.Raz2+ Kc1 14.Kc3
d1S+ draws.

No 23061 P. Arestov & A. Zhukov
and special honourable mention
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No 23061 Pavel Arestov & Aleksandr Zhu-
kov (Russia). 1.a5 Se7 2.a6 Sf6 3.a7 Sfds+ 4.Kb3
Sbé6 5.Bd7, and:

— Kh2 6.Kbg Kg3 7.Kbs Sa8 8.Kcs Kfg 9.Kd6
Ke4 10.Kxey Kds 11.Kd8 Kcs 12.Kc8 Kbé6
13.Kb8 wins, or:

— Kg1 6.Kbg Kf2 7Kbs Sa8 8.Ka6 Sd5 9.Bc6
Sdc7+ 10.Kas Ke3 11.Bxa8 Sxa8 12.Ka6 Kdg
13.Kb7 wins.
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No 23062 P. Rewitz
& S. Slumstrup Nielsen
1st commendation

No 23063 H. Grondijs
2nd commendation

No 23064 M. Gelly
1st special commendation
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No 23062 Poul Rewitz & Steffen Slumstrup
Nielsen (Denmark). 1.Rb8 Rxb8 2.c7 Rf8 3.Rg2
Sg4 4.Rxg4 e3 5.Rg2 zz e2 6.Rg1 Re8 7.Re1 Rf8
8.Kg1 wins.

No 23063 Harrie Grondijs (the Nether-
lands). 1.5f5+ Kes 2.Sc5 Bxds 3.Sd3+ Kxfs 4.e4+
Bxe4 5.Bh3 mate.

The award also gives another version: H.
Grondijs (the Netherlands): g7d6 o0072.22
g2b3gsc2hg.dsesd4h6 6/5 Win: 1.5xd4 Bxds
2.Sdf5+ Kes 3.Sg6+ Kxf5 4.e4+ Bxe4 5.Bh3 mate.

No 23064 Marc Gelly (France). 1...h5 2.bg
Kcy 3.Ba2 Kd6 4.Bf7 hg 5.Bg6 Kes 6.Be8 h3
7.Bc6 h2 8.4+ Kf5 9.Kg7 h1Q 10.Bdy mate.

No 23065 Marc Gelly (France). 1...h2
2.h8Q Sf7+ 3.Kf6 Sxh8 4.Bc6 Kbé 5.Bf3 Kcy
6.Kg7 Kd6 7.Kxh8 Kes 8.Kg7 Kfs 9.Kf6 Kg3
10.Kes Kf2 11.Kd4 h1Q 12.Bxh1 Kxe2 13.Be4 Kd2
14.Bd3 e2 15.Bxe2 Kxe2 16.Kxc3 Ke3 17.Kb2 Kd4

No 23065 M. Gelly
2nd special commendation
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g7d6 0072.22 6/5 Win

No 23066 Z. Caputto
3rd special commendation
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18.Kb3 Kds 19.Kc3 Keg4 20.Kd2 Kd4 21.c3+ Keg
22.Ke2 Kes 23.Ke3 Kds 24.Kd3 Kc6 25.Ke4 Kd6
26.Kd4 Kc6 27.Kes5 Kc7 28.Kds Kb6 29.Kd6 Kby
30.Kcs Kaé6 31.Kc6 Kay 32.Kxbs wins.

No 23066 Zoilo Caputto (Argentina). 1.e7
Re4+ 2.Kf2 (Kf1) h2 3.Kg2 Re1/i 4.Kxh2 Kgé6
5.Bd8 Res 6.Bb3 Re3 7.Kg2 Kg7 8.Kf2 Res 9.Kf3
Re1 10.Bcq4 Res 11.Kf4 Re1 12.Kfs Re3 13.Be6
wins.

i) Try: 3.Bd8? Kf4 4.Bf3 Re6 5.Bds5 Kes 6.Bxe6
h1Q 7.e8Q Qh2+ perpetual check.

Draw section

29 studies by 21 composers from 12 countries.

No 23067 Peter Krug (Austria). 1.Qa6 Rb3+
2.5xb3 Qxb3z+ 3.Kd4, and:
— Bes+ 4.Kes Qc3+ 5.Kxds Qd4+ 6.Ke6 Kxg6
7.Qd3+ Qxd3 8.5f4+ Bxf4 stalemate, or:

No 23067 P. Krug
1st prize
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esay 0013.44 6/6 BTM, Win

e1g5 0320.11 4/3 Win

d3hy 4435.11 6/6 Draw
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No 23068 M. Hlinka
& L. Kekely
and prize
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c7a6 0355.22 7/6 BTM, Draw
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No 23069 S. Slumstrup
Nielsen

3rd prize
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h7hs5 0440.33 6/6 Draw

No 23070 A. Jasik
4th prize
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— Qbg+ 4.Kxds Sey+ 5.Ke6 Sxg6 6.Sg5+
Bxgs 7.g8Q+ Kxg8 8.Kfs Qf4+ 9.Kxg6 Qg4
10.Qaz2+ Kh8 11.Qg8+ Kxg8 stalemate.

No 23068 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia). 1...Sbs+ 2.Kc8 Sxd6+ 3.Bxd6 a1Q
4.Bxhs Qh8+ 5.Sd8 Qxhs 6.7 Ra8+ 7.Sb8+ Kay
8.e8Q Qxe8 9.Bcs+ b6 10.Bxb6+ Kxbé6 stale-
mate.

No 23069 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.g4+ Kxg4 2.c8Q biQ+ 3.Rd3+ f5+
4.Rd7 f4+ 5.Kh6 f3+ 6.Rd2+ Kh4 7.Be7+ Rxey
8.Qg4+ Kxg4 stalemate.

No 23070 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.e6 Rd8
2.5xd2 cxd2 3.7 Rg8 4.e8Q+ Rxe8 5.Qa6 Se3
6.Bg3 Rg8 7.5f3+ Qxf3 8.Qf1+ Sxf1 stalemate.

No 23071 M. Garcia & M. Hlinka

5th prize
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I: Diagram,
I1: wPg4 to f3 and bPf3 to f4.
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No 23071 Mario Guido Garcia (Argentina)
& Michal Hlinka (Slovakia).

I: 1.g6+, and:

— Kxg7 2.f6+ Kxf6 3.g5+ Kg7 4.Sf5+ Kg8
5.5xe7+ Kh8 6.g7+ Kxg7 7.5f5+ Kg8 8.Sh6
positional draw, or:

— Kg8 2.f6 exf6 3.e7 h2 4.Sgfs hiQ+ 5.Sh4
Qxh4+ 6.Kxhg Sxg6+ 7.Kg3 Sxe7 8.Sc4 Scé6
9.5d2 Sd4 10.Sxb3 Sxb3 11.Kxf3 Kf7 12.Kfs
Sd4 13.e5 draws.

II: 1.g6+, and:

— Kxg7 2.Se8+ Kg8 3.f6 Sxe6 4.fxey h2 5.5f6+
Kg7 6.e8Q hiQ+ 7Kg4 Qg2+ 8.Kf5 Sd4+
9.Kes Sxf3+ 10.Kxfg Qg5+ 11.Kxf3 Qxf6+
12.Ke2 b2 13.Qdy positional draw, or:

— Kg8 2.f6 h2 3.7+ Kh8 4.Kh6 hiQ+ 5.Shs
Qg1 6.g7+ Qxg7+ 7.5xg7 b2 8.5df5 (Sc8) b1Q
9.5xe7 Qhi+ 10.Shs Qg1 11.e5 Qg2 12.5xf4
Qg7+ 13.Khs Qxes+ 14.Kg4 Khy 15.5f5 Qf6
16.e7 positional draw.

No 23072 V. Tarasiuk
1st honourable mention
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No 23072 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine).
1.Kf1 g3 2.5¢c4 Bgs 3.5xg5 g2+ 4.Kxg2 e3 5.Rxd2+
exd2 6.Kf1 Rb3 7.Sb2+ Rxb2 8.Se4 Ra1 9.Sc3+
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Kc1 10.Se2+ Kb1 11.5¢3+ Kc1 12.Se2+ positional
draw.

No 23073 V. Kalashnikov & P. Arestov
2nd honourable mention
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No 23073 Valery Kalashnikov
el Arestov (Russia). 1.0-O-O Kg2 2.Rd2+ Kf1
3.Rdi+/i Ke2 4.Rd2+ Kf1 5.Rd1+ Kg2 6.Rd2+,
and:

— Qf2 7Rxf2+ Kxfz2 8.Seq+ Kg2 9.Sg3 Kxg3
10.Bd6+ draws, or:

— Kg3 7.Bd6+ Qxd6 8.Seq+ Kf4 9.Sxd6 draws.
i) Try: 3.Rxh2? Qc7+ 4.Rc2 Qxey 5.5h3 Qa3+
6.Kd2 Qxh3 wins.

No 23074 V. Kalashnikov
3rd honourable mention
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g5f3 3213.02 4/5 Draw

No 23074 Valery Kalashnikov
1.Bds+ cxds 2.R2a3/i Qe3+ 3.Rxe3+ dxe3 4.Kfs
Sf2 5.Kes e2 6.Raz+ Kg2 7.Ra1 Kg3 8.Rgi+ Kh2
9.Ra1 Kh3 10.Rg1 Kh2 11.Ra1 Kg2 12.Kd4/ii Sd1
13.Ra2 draws.

i) Try: 2.R4a3? Qe3+ 3.Rxe3+ dxe3 4.Kf5 d4
wins.

ii) Try: 12.Kxds? Sd1 13.Ra2 Sc3+ wins.

& Pav-

(Russia).

No 23075 U. Sayman & M. Minski
4th honourable mention
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No 23075 Umut Sayman (Turkey) & Martin
Minski (Germany). 1.b7 Qc2+ 2.Rc3 Qb1 3.d5
Bxds 4.Rb3 Qxb3 5.Bes+ Kxes 6.b8Q+ Qxb8
stalemate.

No 23076 P. Murdzia & M. Minski
sth honourable mention
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No 23076 Piotr Murdzia (Poland) & Mar-
tin Minski (Germany). 1.Sc6+ Kbé6 2.Kdé Bbs
3.c5+ Ka6 4.Rag+ Bxagq 5.Bc8+ Kbs 6.Bfs Kcg
7.Be6+ Kbs 8.Bfs Ka6 9.Bc8+ Kbs 10.Bf5 posi-
tional draw.

No 23077 P. Rewitz
1st commendation
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No 23077 Poul Rewitz (Denmark). 1.Kb2
Rexc3 2.Rhs+ Kgé6 3.Rh2 Kxf6 4.Sc5 dxcs 5.g4
Kg6 6.Rf2 (Re2, Rd2) Kgs5 7.Rg2 zz, draws.

No 23078 U. Sayman
& M. Minski
2nd commendation
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f3c8 0341.10 4/3 Draw

No 23078 Umut Sayman (Turkey) & Mar-
tin Minski (Germany). 1.d7+/i Kxdy 2.Sd5 Rh2
3.Bg2 Bxg2+ 4.Kg3 Rhs 5.5f6+ draws.

i) 1.Sd5? Rh2 2.Bg2 Bxg2+ 3.Kg3 Rhs 4.Se7+
Kdy7 5.Kxg2 Kxd6 6.Sg6 Rg5+ wins.

No 23079 M. Hlinka
& P. Arestov
1st special commendation
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No 23079 Michal Hlinka (Slovakia) & Pav-
el Arestov (Russia). 1.h8Q+ Bxh8 2.Re6+ Kg7
3.Rf3 Khy 4.Rf7+ Kg8 5.Reey Qg3+ 6.Kf1 Qd3+
7.Kf2/i Bd4+ 8.Kg2 zz Bes 9.Kf2 Bf6 10.Rby Qe4
11.Kg3 Bes+ 12.Kf2 draws.

i) Try: 7.Kg2? Bd4 zz 8.Rb7 Qe2+ 9.Kh3 Bes
10.Kh4 Qg2 wins.

No 23080 M. Gelly
and special commendation
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e3h1 0030.33 4/5 Draw
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No 23080 Marc Gelly (France). 1.h4 Bay+
2.Kf4 e6 3.hs5 Bcs 4.Kgs Bey+ 5.Kheé f5 6.Kg7/i
Bgs 7.Kg6 Bf4 8.Kf6 (Kf7) Bh6 9.Kxe6 f410.Kdy
f3 11.e6 2 12.e7 f1Q 13.e8Q draws.

i) Thematic try: 6.ext6ep? Bxf6 7.Kg6 Bh8
8.h6 Kg2 9.Kf7 e510.Kg8 e411.Kxh8 e312.Kg7 e2
13.h7 e1Q 14.h8Q Qes+ 15.Kg8 Qxh8+ 16.Kxh8
Kf3 wins.

No 23081 E. Bertoli
3rd special commendation
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d1f3 0130 13 3/ 5 BTM Draw

No 23081 Franco Bertoli (Italy). 1...Kgq
2.Ke2 Kg3 3.Kf1 f3 4.Kg1 Bf2+ 5.Kf1 Be3 6.Rd5
Kg4 7.Rd4+ Kg3 8.Rds Bf4 9.Rd4 Bh6 10.Kg1
Be3+ 11.Kfi Kh3 12.Rd5 Kxh4 13.Rxh5+ Kxhs

stalemate.
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The Royal Moroccan Chess Federation (FRME) organized its sth multi-genre formal composi-
tion tourney including a section for endgame studies. The tourney director was Vidadi Zamanov
(Azerbaijan). Michal Hlinka (Slovakia) was the judge and received no fewer than 60 studies by 19
composers from 10 countries. The provisional award was open until 7xii2o19 and was promptly de-

clared final without changes.

No 23082 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Se7/i
Rdi/ii 2.Kb6 Rbi+ (h2; Sc6+) 3.Bbs (Kcs? h2;)
h2/iii 4.Sc6+ Ka8/iv 5.Ka6 Rai+/v 6.S6a5 (S4a5?
h1Q;) hi1Q/vi 7.Bc6+ Qxc6+ 8.Sb6+ Kb8 stale-
mate.

i) 1.Kb6? Re4 2.Sd2 Re6+ 3.Kcs h2 wins.

ii) h2 2.Kb6 h1Q 3.Sc6+ draws.

iii) Rxbs+ 4.Kxbs draws (7JEGTB).

iv) Kc8 5.Se7+ (Say+) Kd8 6.Sc6+ Ke8 7.Sbg4+
Kf8 8.Bc6 Rxbg+ 9.Kcs draws.

v) Rxbs (hi1Q; Sb6 mate) 6.Kxbs draws
(7EGTB).

vi) Rxas+ 7.Sxa5 h1Q 8.Bc6+ draws.

No 23083 Amatzia Avni (Israel) & Mar-
tin Minski (Germany). 1.f7 Qf8+ 2.Qxf8 a1Q
3.Qc8+/i Kxc8 4.8Q+ Kby 5.Qf3 Bf2+ (Bey+;
d6) 6.Qxf2 (Kcg? Qaz+;) Qc3+ 7.Kbs Qc6+
(c6+; Kag) 8.dxc6+ Ka8 9.Qb6 wins.

i) 3.a8Q+? Qxa8 4.Qe8 (Qh6 Bey+;) Bfa+
5.Kc4 Qaz+ draws.

No 23084 Mario Guido Garcia (Argenti-

na) & Janos Mikitovics (Hungary). 1.5f7+ Khs
2.Rg5+ Kh4 3.Rg4+, and:

No 23083 A. Avni
& M. Minski
and prize

No 23082 P. Arestov
1st prize
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— Khs 4.5d6 g1Q 5.Bf7+ Kh6 6.5f5+ Khy 7.Rh4
mate, or:

— Kxh3 4.Rxg2 h1Q 5.5g5+ Kxg2 6.Bds+ Kg1
7.Bxh1 Kxh1 8.Kf1/i Kh2 9.Kf2, with:

- Sd7 10.b4 zz Sb6 11.b5 zz Scq 12.Kf3 Kg1
13.Ke2 Kg2 14.Se4 Kh3 15.Kd3 Sb6 16.Kd4
Kg4 17.Kcs5 Sag+ 18.Kc6 wins, or:

- Sg6 10.bg4 Sey 11.bs Sds 12.Kf3 Kg1 13.Se4
Kf114.Sd2+ Ke1 15.Sc4 Kd1 16.Se3+ wins.

i) Thematic try: 8.Kf2? Sd7 9.b4 Kh2 zz 10.bs

Sbé zz.

No 23085 Franco Bertoli (Italy). 1.e7 Ba
2.d8Q Sf7+ 3.Khs Sxd8 4.Rf3+ Kg2 5.Rf8 Se6
6.Rxg8 (e8Q Qgr+;) a2 7.Ra8 Kf3 8.g7 Sxg7+
9.Kg6 Se8 10.Rxa2 (Rxe8 a1QQ;) Ke4 11.Ra8 bs
12.Rxe8 Ba3 13.Kf6 Bxey+ 14.Rxe7+ wins.

No 23086 Mario Micaloni (Italy). 1.Beq
Sf1/i 2.d3 Sg3 3.Ba8 Se2+/ii 4.Kb4 Sc1 5.d4 Sab3
6.ds Sd2 7.d6 Sd3+ 8.Kc3 Ses 9.Sa3/iii Sf110.Kd4
Sdy/iv 11.Bc6 Sb8 12.Kcs/v Se3 13.Bbs Sf5 14.S¢c4
Kf2 15.Kb6 wins.

i) Sg4 2.d4 St6 3.Ba8 wins.
ii) Kf2 4.d4 Sf5 5.Kb4 Ke2 6.d5 wins.

No 23084 M. Garcia
& J. Mikitovics
special prize
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c6b8 0312.01 4/3 Draw

csb7 4040.52 8/5 Win

e2h6 0114.22 6/4 Win
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No 23085 F. Bertoli
1st honourable mention
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No 23086 M. Micaloni
2nd honourable mention
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No 23087 V. Tarasiuk
3rd honourable mention
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iii) 9.Se3? Sf1 10.Sxf1 Kxf1 11.Kd4 Sg6 12.Beq
S18, or 9.Bds5? Sf110.Kd4 Sd7 11.Bc6 S8 draw.

iv) Sf7 11.d7 Sh2 12.Bds wins.
v) 12.Bbs? Sd2 13.Sc4 Sxc4 14.Kxc4 Kf2 15.Kcs

Ke3 16.Kb6 Ke4 17.Kc7 Kds 18.Bcg+ Kcs 19.Bd3
Kds draws.

No 23087 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine).
1.Rd2 (Rxey+ Kf8;) Se2 2.Rxc2 g2 3.Rc7+ Kf8
4.Rf6+/i Ke8 5.Rg7/ii g1Q+ 6.Rxg1 Sxg1 7.Rh6/
iii e4 8.Kxe4 Se2 9.Rxd6, and:

— Sg3+10.Kes Sh511.Rh6 Sg712.Kf6 K8 13.Rh8
mate, or:

— Sc3+ 10.Kes5 Sbs 11.Rb6 Sc7 12.Kd6 Kd8
13.Rb8 mate.

i) 4.Rg6? g1Q+ 5.Rxg1 Sxg1 6.Rhy e4 7.Kxeq
Se2 8.Rh3 ds+ 9.Kes d4 10.Rd3 Ke7 11.Rd2 Sc3
12.Rxd4 Sbs draws.

ii) 5.Rg6? g1Q+ 6.Rxg1 Sxg1 7.Rh7 e4 draws.

No 23088 V. Kalashnikov
4th honourable mention

» 3

No 23089 P. Kiryakov
sth honourable mention

. %

iii) 7.Rxd6? Sh3 8.Re6+ Kf7 9.Rxes5 Kf6 (Kg6)
draws.

No 23088 Valery Kalashnikov (Russia).
1.Bh6/i c1Q/ii 2.Sgf3+ Kg3 3.Bxc1 d2 4.Sxd2/
iii g1Q (Sxd2; Sxg2) 5.Se4+ Kg4 6.Bd1+/iv Kh3
7.5g5+ Kg3 8.Bf4+ Kf2 9.Sd3+ Kg2 10.Bf3 mate.

i) 1.5gf3+? Kg3 2.Bh6 d2 draws.

ii) d2 2.Sef3+ Kg3 3.Bxc2 wins.

iii) 4.Bxd2? Sxd2 5.5xd2 g1Q 6.Se4+ Kga
7.5t6+ Kg3 8.Se4+ Kg4 draws.

iv) 6.Bd7+? Khs 7.Be8+ Kgs4 8.5f6+ Kg3
9.Se4+ Kg4 draws.

No 23089 Petr Kiryakov (Russia). 1.Re3+/i
Kf7 2.Re4 (Res? Sf3+;) Sf3+ 3.Kg4 (gxf3? f1Q;)
f1Q 4.Rfg+/ii Ke6 5.Kg3 Qe1+ 6.Kxf3 Kes/iii
7.Rga zz Qf1+/iv 8.Kg3 Kf5 9.Rh4 Qe1+ 10.Kh3
Kgs 11.Rg4+ Khs 12.Rf4 positional draw.

i) 1.Rh8+? (Rxh2? f1Q;) Kf7 2.Rh4 Sf3+ 3.gxf3
f1Q draws.

No 23090 M. Minski
special honourable mention
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ii) 4.Kg3? Sd4 5.Rxds4 (Rfg+ Sfs+;) Qei+
6.Kf3 Qc3+ wins.

iii) Kds 7.Kg4 (Rg4? Kes zz;) Kes 8.Rf3 Qh1
9.Kg3 draws.

iv) Kfs (Kds; Rf4) 8.Rf4+ Kg5 9.Rg4+ Khs
10.Rf4 draws.

No 23090 Martin Minski (Germany). 1.5e6
(Rc7+ Kg6;) Qh2 2.Rh8+ (Rc7+ Khé;) Kxh8
3.a8Q+/1 Sg8 4.Sd4/ii Qxf4/iii 5.Qb2/iv, and:

— Bxb2 6.Qxg8+ Kxg8 pin stalemate, or:

— Qf7+ 6.Se6+ Bxb2 7.Qxg8+ Kxg8 (Qxg8) pin
stalemate, or:

— Qfi+ 6.Se2+ (Qe2? Qf7+;) Bxb2 7.Qxg8+

Kxg8 pin stalemate, or:

— Qc7+/v 6.Sc6+ Bxb2 7.Qxg8+ Kxg8 pin
stalemate.

i) 3.Qxa2? Sxa2 4.a8Q+ Sg8 wins.

ii) 4.Qxb4? axb4 5.Qe4 Bf6, or 4.Qxa2? Sxa2
5.Qd8 Bf6 win.

iii) Bxd4 5.Qe4 Bf6 6.Qb2 draws.

iv) 5.Qh1+? Sh6 6.Qxa1 Qe4 wins, e.g. 7.Qf1
Qds+ 8.Kc3 Qcs+ 9.Qc4 Sds+ 10.Kb2 Qxaz+
11.Kxa3 a1Q+.

v) Sc2 6.Qh1+ Shé 7.Qa8+ Kgy 8.Qg2+ Sga
9.Qb7+, and: Kf6 10.Qxb6+ Kgs 11.Qd8+ Khs
12.Qxc2 Ses+ 13.Kcs Bxdgq+ 14.Qxd4 Qxdg+
15.Kxd4 a1Q+ 16.Kxe3 draws, or here: Khé6
10.Qxb6+ Sf6 11.Qxc2 Bxd4 12.Qxd4 Qxdg+
13.Kxd4 a1Q+ 14.Kxe3 draws.

No 23091 Franco Bertoli (Italy). 1...Be3+
2.Kg2 d1Q 3.Rdy+ Bd4 4.Sxd4 Qg4+ s5.Kf2
Qh4+ 6.Kg2 Qh8 7.5f5+ Ke2 8.Rd8 Rg4+ 9.5g3+

No 23091 F. Bertoli
commendation
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No 23092 D. Gatti
commendation
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Rxg3+ 10.Kxg3 Qg7+ 11.Kh3 Qxey 12.Sc3+ Kf3
13.Rd3+ Kf2 14.Rd2+ Ke1 15.Rd1+ Kf2 16.Rd2+
Ke3 17.5Sds5+ Kxd2 18.Sxe7 draws.

No 23092 Daniele Gatti (Italy). 1.Kg2/i Rb1/
ii 2.Bd8 Re1 3.Kf3 Rfi+ 4.Ke4 (Kg2? Rf2+;) Rf4+
5.Kds Rf2 6.Bxf6 Rxe2 7.Bxgs Rh2 8.Bxh4/iii
Rxh3 9.Be1/iv Rh1 10.Bg3 Rg1 11.Bh4/v Rxgq
12.Be1 Rgs 13.Ke6/vi Rg1 14.Bh4 Rhi1 15.Bg3 e2
16.f6 e1Q+ 17.Bxe1 draws.

i) 1.Bd8? Rxc4 2.Kg2 Rc1 3.Bxf6 c4 4.dxc4 d3
5.exd3 e2 wins.

ii) Rxcq 2.dxcq4 d3 3.exd3 e2 4.Kf2 e1Q+
5.Kxe1 stalemate.

iii) 8.f62 Rxh3 9.Bf4 Rf3 10.Ke4 e2 11.Kxf3
e1Q wins.

iv) 9.Bgs5? e2 10.Bd2 Rf3 11.Ke4 Rf1 12.g5 Rd1
13.g6 Rxd2 wins.

v) 11.Bf4? Rxg4 12.Ke5 Rxf4 13.Kxf4 e2 wins.

vi) 13.Ke5? Kb8 14.Ke6 Rg1 wins.

No 23093 Poul Rewitz (Denmark). 1.Kd2
(Rb8 Rcs;) Rxh3 2.Bg4 Rhy 3.Ke3 (Bxc8? Rxe4;)
Rxg4/i 4.Kf3 Rxeq 5.Rh5 (Kxeq Sd6+;) Rga
(Rfg+; Kxfs) 6.Rds/ii Rg3+ (Res; Kxes) 7.Kxg3
Ke2 8.Kf4 Sb6 9.Rd4 wins.

i) Sd6 4.Rb1+ Kg2 5.Bf3+ Kg3 6.Rgi+, and:
Kh2 7.Rg6 Sxe4 8.Bxe4 wins, or here: Kh3 7.e5
Sfs+ 8.Kf2 wins.

ii) 6.Kxg4? Ke2 (Kf2) draws.

No 23094 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.b6
Rds/i 2.b7 Ras+ 3.Kb8 Kd7 4.c3/ii, and:
— Kc6 5.Kc8 Rhs 6.Sbg+ Kcs 7.b8Q Rh8+
8.Kb7/ii Rxb8+ 9.Kxb8 Kc4 10.Sa2 wins, or:

No 23093 P. Rewitz
commendation
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No 23094 P. Arestov

commendation
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No 23095 P. Arestov
commendation

7
7,

/ . _
/ / |
© B B v
.

No 23096 P. Rewitz
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— Rbs 5.Sbg Ras 6.c4 Rag (Kay? Kcy;) 7.5d3

Rxc4/iv 8.Se5+ wins.

i) Kc8 2.5cs, e.g. Rd8 3.b7+ Kcy+ 4.Kay Kc6
5.5d3 Kcy 6.c4 Rb8 7.Sc5 Re8 8.b8Q+ Rxb8
9.Sa6+ wins.

ii) 4.c4? Kc6 5.Kc8 Rhs 6.Sbg+ Kcs 7.b8Q
Rh8+ 8.Kb7 Rxb8+ 9.Kxb8 Kxc4 draws.

iii) 8.Kc7? Rhy+ 9.Kc8 Rh8+ repeats.
iv) Kdé 8.Kc8 Rxc4+ 9.Kd8 wins.

No 23095 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Sds
(Bd6? Qxf6;) Qgi+ 2.Kf7 (Kf8; Qcs+;) Qaz+
(Qcs; Ke6) 3.Rb7/i Qxa6 4.Bci+ Kag (Kaz;
Sc3+) 5.Rbg+ (Sc3+ Kas;) Kas 6.Bd2 Qe2 (Qds;
Rd4+) 7.Rag++ (Rd4+? Ka6;) Kxag (Kbs; Sc3+)
8.Sc3+ wins.

i) 3.Ke6? Qxa6+ 4.Bd6 Qc8+ 5.Kes Kaz
draws.

No 23096 Poul Rewitz (Denmark). 1.Kg1/i
Sxe2+ 2.Kf1/ii Sfs/iii 3.Kg1 Kh3 (Kf3; Bg8)
4.Bg8 g3 5.Bds5 g2 6.Bxg2+/iv Sxg2 7.h5 gxhs
8.a4/v Se1/vi 9.a5 Sf3+ 10.Kf1/vii Ses 11.a6 Sc6
12.Kf2 zz, draws/vii.

i) 1.e3? Kh2 2.exf4 g3 3.Bxg6 g2+ wins.

ii) 2.Kh1? Kf2 3.Bxg6 Sg3+ 4.Kh2 Sf5 wins.
iii) Kh2 3.Bxg6 Sg3+ 4.Ke1 wins.

iv) 6.Bf3? Kg3 7.Bxg2 Sxg2 8.hs5 gxhs wins.

v) 8.c5? Se3 (Sf4) 9.c6 Sds wins, e.g. 10.a4
Kg3 11.a5 Sc7 12.Kh1 hg 13.Kg1 h3 14.Kh1 Se6
15.c7 Sxcy 16.Kg1 h2+ 17.Kh1 Sds 18.a6 Sf6 19.a7
Se4 20.a8Q Sf2 mate.

vi) Se3 9.a5 Sxc4 10.a6 draws.

g8a3 3111.10 5/2 Win

f1g3 0013.42 6/4 Draw

vii) 10.Kf2? Sd4 (Ses) 11.a6 Sc6 zz, wins, e.g.
12.Kf1 Kh2 13.Kf2 h4 14.Kf1 Kg3 15.Kg1 h3 16.a7
h2+ 17.Kh1 Sxa7y 18.c5 Sbs 19.c6 Sd6 20.c7 Seq
21.c8Q Sf2 mate.

viii) e.g. h4 13.c5 Kg4 14.Kg2 h3+ 15.Kh2 Khg
16.Kg1 Kg3 17.Kh1 Say 18.Kg1 h2+ 19.Kh1 Sc6
20.a7 Sxay 21.c6 Sbs 22.c7 Sxc7 stalemate.

No 23097 D. Gatti
commendation
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No 23097 Daniele Gatti (Italy). 1.ay Rg8/i
2.518/ii g2 (Rxf8; Ba3+) 3.Baz+/iii Kf6 4.a8Q
Rg3+ 5.Kcq4 g1Q 6.Qd8+/iv Kfs 7.Qd7+ Kgs
8.Se6+ Kh6 9.Bf8+ Kg6 10.5f4+/v Kg5 11.Sh3+
Rxh3 12.Qg7+ wins.

i) g2 2.Bd4 Rg8 3.5c7 Kd7 4.a8Q Rxa8 5.5xa8

ii) 2.Sc7? Kd6 3.a8Q Rxa8 4.Sxa8 Kcs 5.Bc1
Kd4 6.Sc7 g2 7.Se6+ Kes 8.Sg5 g1S draws.

iii) 3.a8Q? (Bd4? Rxf8) Rg3+ 4.Ka2 g1Q
draws.

iv) 6.Qc6+? Kgs 7.Qg6+ Khg 8.Bey+ Kh3
9.Qhs+ Kg2 draws.
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v) 10.Qg7+? Kf5 11.5d4+ Qxd4+ 12.Qxd4 No 23098 Daniele Gatti (Italy). 1.Kg3 Rd4/i
Rg4, or 10.Qe8+? Khy 11.Qf7+ Kh8 12.Bg7+ 2.Se4 ds 3.Scs/ii Rd1 4.hg (Se6? Rgi+;) Rgi+
Rxg7 13.Qf8+ Khy draw. 5.Kh3 Re1 6.Sdy/iii Rhi+ 7.Kg3 Rxhg4 8.Sxf6+

Kg5 9.Sh7+ Kxf5 10.Kxh4 d4 11.Kg3 d3 12.Kf2
No 23098 D. Gatti hs 13.f4 h4 14.Sg5 d2 15.Ke2 draws.
commendation

i) Kgs 2.Se4+ Rxe4 3.fxe4 draws.
ii) 3.5xf6+? Kgs 4.Sh7+ Kxfs wins.

/

@% iii) 6.Se6? Rxe6 7.fxe6 Kg6 8.hs+ Kg7 9.Kga
d4 10.Kf4 f5 11.Kxfs d3 12.e7 Kf7, or 6.Kg3?
/ // //& /@ (Sd3? Rhi+;) Res 7.Se6 Rxfs 8.Sg7+ Kg6 9.S§(f5
/ / % @ Kxfs win.
. nm N
) um B
7

g2hs 0301.33 5/5 Draw
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Hillel Aloni MT 2017

This was supposed to be the Hillel Aloni-80 JT, but sadly it became a MT. Hillel Aloni was a very
active promoter of endgame studies in Israel. Ofer Comay judged the tourney for which 25 studies
were submitted. He considered the level of the tourney to be high. The provisional award of the MT
was published in Variantim no. 71 (iv2o17). One of the prizewinning studies was cooked (by HH). It
took a very long time before the final award was published in Variantim no. 79 (xii2019), including
a correction of the 2nd prize study. In the very same issue there was also an obituary for Hillel’s
twin brother Yoel (30ix1937 - 9ix2019) who also was a very prominent chess composer, but in two-

movers, three-movers, helpmates and selfmates.

No 23099 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark) & Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Qfs5 (h6?
Sc4;) Sc4/i 2.Rf4/ii Qxcs 3.Ras Re8/iii 4.Qeq
Qc6 5.Qey/iv Bbg 6.Qxbg Qdé 7.Req Qxbg
8.Rxe8+ and mate.

i) Sc6 2.h6 Qai+ 3.Rb1 Qxbi+ 4.Qxb1 Rai
5.hxg7++ Kxg7 6. Rh7+ Kg8 7.Qxa1 Bxa1 8.Rxcy
wins.

ii) 2.h6? Qa1+ 3.Rb1 Qxbi+ 4.Qxbi1 Rai
5.hxg7++ Kxg7 6.Rh7+ Kg8 7.Qxa1 Bxa1 8.Rxcy
d3 draws.

iii) Bxas (Sxas) 4.Qxcs, or Qxas (Rxas)
4.Qf8+ wins.

iv) s5.Rafs5? (Qxc6? Re1 mate;) Bbg 6.Rf8+
Bxf8 7.Rxf8+ Rxf8 8.Qxc6 Rb8 wins, e.g. 9.Qe4
Sd2, or 5.Rf8+? Rxf8 6.Qxc6 Sxas wins.

No 23100 Gady Costeff (USA/Israel).

— Qxai+ 2.Kf2 dxe2 3.Sxe2 Qay+ 4.Kg2 Qb7+
5.Kg1 Qxdy 6.Sg3 Qxd6 7.Se4 draws, or:

No 23099 S. Slumstrup

— Qxhi+ 2.Kd2 dxe2 3.Sxe2 Qh6+ 4.Kc2 Qg6+
5.Kc1 Qxd6 6.Sd4 Qxd7 7.Kb1 draws.

We see a Karstedt fortress on the kingside
and on the queenside. The original, more ele-
gant version (no capture of an immobile wR)
was unsound.

No 23101 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1...Qd3+
2.Ke1 Sg2+ 3.Qxg2 Qd2+ 4.Kf1 e2+ 5.Kg1 e1Q+
6.Rxe1+ Qxe1+ 7.Kh2 Qes+ 8.f4/i Qxf4+ 9.Kh3
Qfs+ 10.Khg a1Q 11.c8Q+ Qxc8 12.Qg8+ Kdy
13.Qds5+ Kc7 14.Qes+ Qxes stalemate.

i) 8.Kh3? e.g. Qhs+ 9.Kg3 Qg5+ 10.Kh3
Qxg2+ 11.Kxg2 Kd7 wins.

No 23102 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia). 1.Sc8 (Se6+? Rexe6;) Rei+ 2.Kb2/i
Rxds 3.Se6+ Rxe6 4.Bcq Kes (Keg; Kb3) 5.Kaz/
ii zz Ke4 6.Kb3 (Kb4 Rd4;) Kes 7.Ka3/iii zz Ke4
8.Kb3 zz Kd4 9.Kb4 Rdes 10.Bxe6 draws.

i) 2.Kc2? allows a pin on the c-file: Rxds
3.5e6+ Rxe6 4.Bcy, e.g. 4...Rcs.

Nielsen & M. Minski
1st prize
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No 23100 G. Costeff
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Z Z 7
T

/ MWW Y
//%&/% _

AW
. W W m
V2 % %y /%

7
vV, vV
g

eib4 3021.21 7/3 BTM, Draw

Ty
Cm

— 141 —

No 23101 P. Arestov
3rd/sth prize
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No 23102 M. Hlinka

& L. Kekely No 23103 O. Pervakov No 23104 P. Krug
3rd/sth prize 3rd/sth prize 6th prize
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bif4 0612.10 5/3 Draw h3d8 3500.12 4/5 Win fih11614.24 6/8 Win

ii) 5.Kb3? (Kc3? Rcs;) Keq zz 6.Bxds+ Kxds
7.Kb4 Kc6 8.Kas Kby wins.

iii) 7.Bxds? Kxds 8.Kbg4 Kc6 9.Say+ Kbé
10.Sc8+ Kby wins.

No 23103 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.Rcd7+
Kc8/i 2.Rdf7 Rd1 3.Rf8+/ii Rd8 4.Rxd8+ Kxd8
5.Kxh2 Kc8 6.Rf7 (Rg7? h3;) zz h3 7.Rg7 zz Qds
8.Rg8+ Qxg8 9.a8Q+ wins.

i) Ke8 2.Rdey+ Kf8 3.Rh8+ Kxe7 4.Rxa8
Rai1 5.Kxh2 Kf7 6.Rh8 Rxay 7.Rh7+ Kg6 8.Rxay
wins.

ii) Thematic try: 3.Rh8+? Rd8 4.Rxd8+ Kxd8
5.Kxh2 Kc8 (Ke8; Rhy) zz 6.Rg7 h3 zz 7.Kg1 Qds
and now White cannot win as in the main line
as after 8.Rg8+ Qxg8+ the wR is captured with
check.

No 23104 Peter Krug (Austria). 1.g4/i Rxf2+
2.Kxf2 Sxga+ 3.Ke1/ii f2+ 4.Kf1/iii Sh2+ 5.Qxh2+
Kxh2 6.Se4+ Rg3 7.Bf4 (Bb8) Kh1 8.Sxf2+ Kh2
9.Bes/iv zz €6 10.Se4 Khi1 11.Bxg3 hxg3s 12.5xg3+
wins/v.

i) 1.Qxf3? Res, or 1.g3? Rc2, and 2.Seq Rf8
draws, e.g. 3.Qxh6 Ras8, or: 2.Qxf3+ Kh2 3.Sbs
Rec1+ e.g. 4.Ke2 Re2+ 5.Kd3 Rxcy 6.5xc7 hxgs.

ii) 3.Kf1? Sh2+ 4.Qxh2+ Kxh2 5.Se4+ e5/vi
6.Bxes+ Rg3 7Kf2 Khi 8.Bxg3 hxgs+ 9.Sxg3+
Kh2 and White cannot mate.

iii) 4.Ke2? Sh2 5Kxf2 Rg2+ 6.Ke3 Rg3+
draws.

iv) 9.Se4? (Bcy? es;) Khi 10.Bxgs hxgs
11.5xg3+ Kh2 12.Kf2 €6 zz, and no mate.

v) Kh2 13.Se4 e5 14.Kf2 Khi 15.5f6 Kh2
16.Sg4+ etc.

vi) But not: Rg3? 6.Bes e6 7.Kf2 Kh1 8.Bxg3+
hxg3 9.5xg3+ Kh2 and e.g. 10.5f1i+ Khi 11.Se3
Kh2 12.Sg4+ Kh1 13.Kf1 2 14.Kxf2 e5 15.Kf1 e4
16.Sf2+ Kh2 17.Sxe4 Khi 18.Kf2 Kh2 19.Sd2 Kh1
20.5f1 h2 21.Sg3 mate.

No 23105 A. Avni
1st honourable mention
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No 23105 Amatzia Avni (Israel). 1...g3+
2.Kg2/i Qhi+ 3.Kxh1 c1Q+ 4.Kg2 Qxd2 (Bds+;
Se4+) 5.Qxey+ Kxey 6.Sg6+/ii Kf7 7.5e5+ Ke6
8.Rxc6+ Kxes 9.Bg7+ Kf5 10.Rf6+ (Rf8+? Kg4;)
Kg4 11.Rd8 Bds+ 12.Rxd5 Qxds5+ 13.f3+ wins.

i) 2.fxg3? Qhi+ 3.Kxhi c1Q+ 4.Kh2 Qxd2+
draws, e.g. 5.Kh3 g4+ 6.Kh4 Qh2+ 7.Kg5 Qd2+
8.Kxg4 Qdi+ 9.Kf4 Qf1+.

ii) 6.Rh7+? Kf6 draws, e.g. 7.Rxc6+ Kfs.

iii) The main line was Khs 14.Rh6 mate. But
also 14.Kxg3 wins, as after Qes+ 15.Kh3 the
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mate threat costs Black his queen: g4+ 16.fxg4+
Kgs 17.Rg6+ Kxg6 18.Bxes.

No 23106 M. Hlinka & L. Kekely
2nd honourable mention
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No 23106 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia). 1.b8Q Kegq+ 2.Bd2/i Qxd2+ 3.Key
zz Res (Qe2; Kdy) 4.Qa8+ (Qby+? Rds;) Rds/ii
5.Qa4+ Kes (Qd4; Rg4+) 6.Qg4/iii Rd3 7.Qhs+/
iv Kdg 8.Rg4+ Kc3 9.Qas+ (Qes+? Kcz;) Kbz
10.Rb4+ wins.

i) 2.Ke7? (Ke8? Qhs+;) Qhs 3.Bdé6 Qhy+
4.Kd8 Qh8+ 5.Kd7 Qxb8 draws.

ii) Qds 5.Qa4+ Rcg 6.Rg4+ wins.

iii) 6.Rg4? Qe3, or 6.Rg6? Qd4, or 6.Qh4?
Rd7+ 7.Ke8 Kd6, or 6.Qe8? Kf4 draw.

iv) 7.Qe6+? Kdg 8.Qf6+ Kcg 9.Qaé+ Kcz
draws.

No 23107 J. Timman
3rd honourable mention
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No 23107 Jan Timman (the Netherlands).

1.e4/i dxezep 2.Sg2 di1S/ii 3.Bxd1 e2 4.Bc2 e15/iii

5.Bag Sf3+ 6.Kh1 Sd4 7.Bd1 Se2 8.Bb3/iv Sxg3+

9.Kh2 Ke2 10.Kxg3 f1Q 11.Bc4+ wins.

i) 1.e3? d1Q 2.Bxd1 Ke1 3.5{3+ Kxd1 4.Kg2
dxe3 5.g4 Ke2, or 1.Bh3+? Ke1 2.5f3+ Kxe2 draw.

ii) e2 3.Bh3, and: e1S 4.S5f4+ Sg2 5.5xg2 Ke2
6.Bg4+ wins, or: d1Q 4.Sh4+ Ke1 5.5f3 mate.

iii) e1Q 5.Bd3+ Qe2 6.5f4 wins.

iv) 8.g4? Sc3 9.Bb3 Ke2 10.Bc4+ Kd2 11.5f4/v
Sxaz 12.Kg2 Sb4 13.Kxf2 Kc3 14.Bf7 Kd4 15.g5
Kes 16.g6 Kf6 17.Shs+ Key draws

v) but HH spots a dual: 11.Sh4 Sxa2 12.Kg2
Sb4 13.g5 wins.

No 23108 V. Bulanov & E. Fomichev
4th honourable mention
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No 23108 Vladimir Bulanov & Eugene Fo-
michev (Russia). 1...Rf1/i 2.Qxf1 g6+ 3.Khé
Bes 4.Bb2 Bxb2 5.c3/ii Bxc3 6.Qa1 Bxa1 7.Sxa1
f4 8.Sc2 3 9.Se3 fxg2 10.5xg2 h3 11.5f4 h2 12.Sh3
h1Q stalemate.

i) g6+ 2.Khé6 Rf1 3.Bb2+ wins.

ii) Thematic try: 5.Qa1? Bxa1 6.Sxa1 f4 7.5b3
f3 8.gxf3 h3 wins.

No 23109 P. Arestov
sth honourable mention
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No 23109 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Rds+
Kf4 2.Rfs+ Kxfs 3.Bd3+ Kf4 4.Bxc2 h4/i 5.Kg1
g4 6.5f2 g3 7.5h3+ Kg4 8.Bd3 Kxh3 9.Bf5 mate.

i) g4 5.5g3 h4 6.Shs5+ Kgs 7.5g7 wins.

No 23110 D. Gurgenidze & M. Minski
commendation
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No 23110 David Gurgenidze (Georgia) &
Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Rb2 Rxby 2.Sc4+/i
Kag4 3.Be8+ Rbs 4.Sc2 (a3? Bas;) Bas (g2; Rba
mate) 5.Rxbs/ii Qxbs+ 6.Sb2 mate.

i) 2.Bb3? Kb4 3.Bds+ Kcs draws.

ii) 5.Rb3? Bc3 6.Kc1 Qf4+ draws.

No 23111 ]. Timman
commendation
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No 23111 Jan Timman (the Netherlands).
1.Bf4 Bxfa/i 2.Qc2 (Sf6? Qc3;) f1Q/ii 3.Qhy+
Kxhy 4.g6+ Kh8 5.g7+ Khy 6.5f6+ Khé 7.g5+
Kxgs (Bxgs; g8S mate) 8.g8Q+ Kf5 9.Qc8+ Kes
10.Qc5+

i) Qeq 2.Bxes+ Qxes 3.Qxf2 wins, e.g. Qds+
4.Ke7 Qe4q+ 5.Kd6 Qd3z+ 6.Kcy Kxg8 7.Qcs5 Qcg
8.Qc6.

ii) Qc1 (Qaz; Sf6) 3.g6 Qxc2 4.g7+ Khy 5.5f6+
Khé6 6.g5+ Kxgs 7.g8Q+ Kf5 8.Qg6+ (Qhy+)

Kes 9.Qxc2 f1Q 10.Qcs mate, or Qd2 3.Qh7+
Kxhy 4.g6+ Kh8 5.g7+ Khy 6.5f6+ Khé 7.g5+
Bxgs 8.g8S mate.

No 23112 P. Arestov & D. Keith
commendation
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No 23112 Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Daniel
Keith (France). 1.Bgs/i Rxbs+/ii 2.Qxbs c1Q+
3.Bxci/iii Qxfa+ 4.Ka1 (Kb1? Qxbé6;) Qxbé6/iv
5.Bb2+ Khy 6.Qhs+ Kg8 7.Qe8+ Khy 8.Qf7+
Khé6 9.Bci+ wins.

i) 1.Qc8+? Qg8 2.by Rxbs+ 3.Kxc2 Rxby
4.Qxby Qg6+ 5.Kd2 (Kb3 Qf7+;) Qgs+ 6.Kd1
Qg1+ 7Ke2 Qxc1 draws. 1.b7? Qxby 2.Qh3+
Kg8 3.Qb3+ Khy 4.Qxc2+ Kg8 5.Qg6+ Khs, or
1.bxc7? Qg7+ 2.Kb3 Qxcy 3.Bb2+ Kg8 draw.

ii) c1Q+ 2.Kxc1 Qfi+ 3.Kd2 Raz2+ 4.Kc3 Qa1+
(Qe1+; Kb3) 5.Kcq4 Rag+ 6.Kds Rdg+ (Qd4+;
Ke6) 7.Kc6 Rd6+ 8. Kxcy wins.

iii) 3.Kxc1? Qg1+ 4.Kc2 Qxf2+ 5.Bd2 cxbé
draws.

iv) cxb6 5.Bb2+ Kg8 6.Qe8+ Khy 7.Qhs+
Kg8 8.Qg6+ Kf8 9.Baz+ wins.

No 23113 Y. Afek & M. Minski
special mention
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No 23113 Yochanan Afek (the Netherlands/
Israel) & Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Qh2+/i
Kga (Kgs; St7+) 2.Qgz2+ Khg 3.Sg6+ Bxgé6
4.h8Q+ Bhs+ (Qxh8; Qh2+) 5.Qgq+ Kxgg
6.Qxa1 wins.

i) 1.Qf3+? Khé6 2.Qh3+ Kgy draws. 1.5f7?
Qa6+ 2.Kd2 Qd3z+ 3.Ker Qc3+ 4.Kf2 Qcs+
5.Kg2 Beq+ 6.Qxeq Qf2+ 7.Kxf2 stalemate.

No 23114 A. Skripnik

special mention
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h4h6 1643.12 4/7 BTM, Draw

No 23114 Anatoly Skripnik (Russia). 1...

Ses/i 2.Bxes Bey+ 3.Kg3/ii Rd3+ 4.Kxg4 dxes
5.Qa6+ Kgy/iii 6.Qxcq4 Rxdq+ 7.Khs Rfg/iv
8.Qe4 Rxe4 stalemate.

i) Scs 2.Qa8 Bgy 3.Bxg7+ Kxg7 4.dxcs5 draws.

ii) 3.Kxg4? dxes 4.Qa6+ Khy 5.Qxc4 Rxd4+
6.Khs Kg7 7.Qa4 Rb4 8.Qe8 Rh4 mate.

iii) Khy 6.Qg6+ Kxg6 stalemate.

iv) Rxc4 stalemate.

No 23115 Y. Afek
special mention
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c8a8 3042.24 6/7 Draw
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No 23115 Yochanan Afek (the Netherlands/
Israel). 1.Se6/i Qb6 2.Sa6 bxa6 3.Sc7+ Qxcy+
4.Kxc7 Bas+ 5.Kc8, and:

— ¢e1Q 6.d8S Qxe8 (Qc3+; Bco+) stalemate, or:
— e1R 6.d8Q (d8S? Rxe8;) Rci+ 7.Bc6+ Rxc6+
8.Kd7+ Bxd8 9.Kxc6 draws.

i) 1.5d5? Qcs+ 2.Sc7+ Qxcy+ 3.Kxcy wins,
e.g. Bas+ 4.Kc8 e1Q.



Steffen Nielsen-45 JT

The Dansk Skakproblem Klub (The Danish Chess Problem Society)
has announced a formal study tournament to celebrate the 45th birthday
of Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen.

You are invited to participate with your best, most creative works.

Theme: Free
Closing date: 20v2020
Judge: The jubilant

The judge favours clear, solver-friendly studies
without excessive analytical sidelines.

Please submit your studies (no more than 3 per composer including joint
compositions) in PGN-format to tournament director
Bjorn Enemark at bjorn.enemark@get2net.dk

The provisional award will be made public on 13viii2020.

EG originals

Announcement: EG 2020-2021

EG, the only periodical exclusively devoted to endgame studies,
announces an informal tourney for original studies.
The studies and the award will be published in EG.

You are strongly urged to send only your best and most creative works.
The original’s editor will only select very good studies for publication.

Please send your originals in PGN-format to the editor
Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen at stjeffen@gmail.com

The judge for the 2020-2021 tourney is Yochanan Afek.

_146_




EG Subscription

Subscription to EG is not tied to membership of ARVES.

The annual subscription to EG (Jan. 1 — Dec. 31) is 35,00 euro for 4 issues.

Payable to Marcel Van Herck (Belgiélei 21, bus 3, B-2018 Antwerpen, Belgium):
- IBAN : BE54 3200 5929 8897

- BIC : BBRUBEBBo10
ING Belgium
Avenue Marnix 24
B - 1000 Bruxelles

If you pay via eurogiro from outside the European Union, please add 3,50 euro for bankcharges.
Payment is also possible

via Paypal on http://www.paypal.com to arves@skynet.be (please add 1 euro for transaction fees)
And from outside Europe :

postal money orders, USD or euro bank notes (but no cheques)

to the treasurer (please, not ARVES or EG!)

It is of course possible with any kind of payment to save bank charges by paying for more years or
for more persons at the same time, as some subscribers already do, or in cash at the annual World
Congress of Chess Composition (WCCC) run in conjunction with meetings of the World Federa-
tion of Chess Composition (WFCC).

For all information, especially change of address, please contact the treasurer:

Marcel Van Herck
Belgiélei 21, bus 3, B-2018 Antwerpen, Belgium
mvh361@gmail.com
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