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Phénix 1997-1999

Hans Gruber (Germany) judged the tourney of the French composition magazine. Only 10 stud-
ies by 8 composers from 4 countries were published in three years. Three studies were found to be

unsound.

The award was published in Phénix no. 93 (ii2001).

MG cooks the honourable mention: A. Pal-

lier, e5c2 0044.43 f8bgb1a8.a3a4e4gsa6esfs5 7/6
BTM, Draw: 1...Bd6+ 2.Kxf5 e6+ 3.Kxe6 Bxf8
4.Kf7 Bcs 5.g6 Bd4 6.g7 Bxgy 7.Kxg7 Kxb1 8.Kf7
Ka2 9.Key Kxa3 10.Kd6 Kxa4 11.Kc6 Kas 12.e5
Sbé6 13.€6 Sc8 14.Kd7 Sb6+ 15.Kc6 Sc8 16.Kd7
wins. But also 5.as5! Kxb1 6.g6 Bd4 7.Key Kc2
8.Kde.

No 22141 Sergey I. Tkachenko (Ukraine).
1.c;7 Rg6+ 2.Kh3 Rc8 3.h8QQ Rxh8 4.Bxh8 Rg8
5.b6/i Rxh8 6.Kh4 zz d6 7.Kg3 h4+ 8.Kh3 zz ds

9.Kg2 h3+ 10.Kh2 zz d4 11.Kg1 h2+ 12.Kh1 zz,

draw.

i) 5.Bd4? b6 6.Bxb6 Kby 7.Bas Rgs and Black
wins.

“This study has a nice reciprocal zugzwang
position, after a mildly exciting introduction.
However, it lacks fluidity”

No 22141 S.I. Tkachenko
commendation
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Phénix 2012-2015

Judge Ilham Aliev (Azerbaijan) received 24 studies by 16 composers from 10 countries. The pro-
visional award was published in Phénix no. 266, x2016, and the final award, with the prize winning
study eliminated because it had been sent to a different tourney as well (EG#19512), in Phénix no.
273-274 Vv-vi2017 As a result, the study initially awarded 1st HM, as well as all other studies, was pro-
moted one place.

No 22142 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Bes+
No 22142 P. Arestov Kxes 2.Qxe2+ Qeg 3.f4+/i Kxf4 4.Qxeq+ Kxeq
7 prize i 5.5xd2+ Sxd2 6.Bc2+ Kfs 7.Bxhy Sf3+ 8.Kga/ii
, 5/ 3 % // o Bds/iii 9.Kf2/iv draws.
%g% / .g./ F 3 i) Thematic try: 3.Qxe4+? Kxesq 4.Sxd2+
% // % % Sxd2 5.Bc2+ Kf4 6.Bxhy Sf3+/v 7.Kg2 Bcg zz
), % @ @ 8.Bb1 Bg8 9.Kh3 Bds 10.Bg6 (Bd3) Be6+ 11.Kg2
&2 . Sh4+ (Se1+) wins, or .
/@% / /y ii) 8.Kh3? Sg5+, or 8.Kh1? Bds wins.
| AaAn B iii) Now square f2 is free to the wK. See note

/%/‘%’/ / V).

h2f6 4054.13 6/7 Draw
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iv) 9.Kf1? Ke3 10.Bg6 Bc4+ 11.Kg2 Sh4+ wins.



Phénix 2012-2015

No 22143 P. Arestov
1st honourable mention
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No 22144 M. Minski
2nd honourable mention
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No 22145 P. Arestov
1st commendation
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v) the wK cannot move to f2.

“This is a logical study with somewhat vio-
lent play and an introduction based on sacrific-
es (after only five moves, seven pieces have left
the board). The liberation of square f2 for the
wK is very nice”.

No 22143 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Rh2+/i
Kg8 2.Rxc2 Sxc2 3.5xd4 Sxd4 4.c7/ii Sbs 5.¢8S
Kg7 6.Ke7 Kg8 7.Ke8/iii a5 8.Sb6 Sc3 9.Sc4/iv
a4 10.Sa3 bs 11.Sc2 Sds 12.Kd7 b4 13.Kc6/v b3
14.Sa3 Sb4+ 15.Kbs Sc2 16.Kxa4 draws.

i) Thematic try: 1.Rxc2? Sxc2 2.Sxd4 Sxd4
3.c7 Sbs 4.¢8S Kg8 5.Ke7 Kg7 6.Ke6 (Ke8 Kf6;)
Kf8 7.Kds Ke8 8.Kcs Kd7y 9.Sxay Sxay 10.Kb6
Kc8 wins.

ii) 4.cxb7? Sc6 5.Kd7 Sb8+ 6.Kcy Sa6+ 7.Kc6
Kf7 wins.

iii) 7.Ke6? Kf8 8.Se7 Ke8 9.Sds5 Kd8 wins.

iv) 9.Kd7? a4 10.Sc4 bs 11.Sa3 b4 12.Sc2 b3
wins.

v) 13.Kd6? b3 14.Sa3 Sb4 15.Kc5 Sc2 16.Sb1 a3
17.Kc4 a2 wins.

“Here is another logical study. With the first
move, White forces the bK into an opposition

with BTM. After the promotion, the play is
rather dull”.

No 22144 Martin ~ Minski  (Germany).
1.Rg7+/i Kxgy 2.Rgs+ Kf6/ii 3.Rf5+/iii Kxfs/
iv 4.g4+ Kxg4 5.Kg2 Bb6 6.Kxh1 Kg3 7.c7 Bxcy
stalemate.

i) 1.c7? Bxcs+ 2.Ke2 Re1+ 3.Kxe1 h1Q+ wins.

ii) Kh6 3.Rhs5+ Loman’s move 3...Kxhs 4.g4+
Kxg4 5.Kg2 Bb6 6.Kxh1 Kg3 7.c7 Bxcy stalemate.

iii) Loman’s move. 3.g4? Bb6+ 4.Kg2 Rgi+
5.Kxh2 Kxgs wins.

iv) Kg6 4.g4 Bb6+ 5.Kg2 Rg1+ 6.Kxh2 draws.

“We see three white rook sacrifices and a
simple and classical stalemate”.

No 22145 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.h6 c2/i
2.5d4+ Kd1 3.Sxc2 Kxc2/ii 4.Sxbg4+/iii Sxbg+
5.Ka3/iv e2 6.hy Sed3/v 7.h8Q e1Q 8.Qb2+ Sxb2
stalemate.

i) Sf6 2.Sxb4 c2 3.Sxc2 Sxc2 4.Sxe3, or Sf3 2.h7
c23.h8Q c1Q 4.Qb2+ Qd2 5.5xe3 Kxe3 6.Qxd2+
Kxd2 7.Sxb4 draw.

ii) Sxc2 4.h7 e2 5.h8Q Sc3+ 6.Kb3 e1Q 7.Sxb4
draws.

iii) 4.h7? Sc3+ 5.Ka1 b3 6.Sb4+ Kc1 and mate.

iv) 5.Ka1? Kc1 6.h7 Sec2 mate.

v) Sf3 7.h8Q e1Q 8.Qb2+ Kd3 9.Qb3+ draws.

“This study has an ideal stalemate and a
queen sacrifice”

No 22146 Michal Hlinka (Slovakia), Jaros-
lav Polasek & Emil Vlasak (Czech Repub-
lic). 1.5f4+/i Kg4/ii 2.hy Bb8+/iii 3.Ke4/iv Rh2
(Rag+; Sd4) 4.Sh4 Bxf4 5.h8Q Bxg3 6.Qhy/v zz,
and:

— Rxh4 7.Qfs mate, or:
— Bxhg4/vi 7.Qf5+ Kg3 8.Qf3 mate.



Phénix 2012-2015

No 22146 M. Hlinka,
J. Polasek & E. Vlasak
2nd commendation
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No 22147 L Kekely
& M. Hlinka

3rd commendation
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No 22148 A. Villeneuve
4th commendation
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i) Thematic try: 1.hy? Ras+ 2.Ke6 Ra6+
3.Kds/vii Ras+ 4.Ke4/viii Rag+ (Bdg; Sfg+)
5.Kf3/ix Raz+/x 6.Kg2 Raz2+ 7Kfi Rai+/xi
8.Ke2/xii Bd4/xiii 9.Sxd4 Ra8 10.Se6 (Kf3 Kg6;)
Kg4 draws.

ii) Kgs 2.hy Bb8+ 3.Keq4 Rh2 4.Shgq Bxfg
5.gxf4+ with check.

iii) Rh2 3.Sh4 Bb8+ 4.Ke6 Bxf4 5.h8Q Bxg3
6.Qd4+ wins.

iv) 3.Ke6? Ra6+ 4.Kds Ras+ 5.Ke4 Bes draws.

v) 6.Qf6? Re2+ 7.Kd3 Rf2 draws.

vi) Rh3 7.Qg6+ Kxh4 8.Kf5 wins, Rh1 7.Qf5+
Kxh4 8.Qh7+ Kg4 9.Qxh1 wins, or Re2+ 7.Kd3
Rh2 8.Qe4 wins.

vii) 3.Kf7 Bd4 4.Sxd4 Ra7+.

viii) 4.Kc6 Bd4 5.5xd4 Ra6+ draws.

ix) 5.Kd3 Bd4 6.Sxd4 Ra8 draws.

x) Bd4? 6.Sxd4 Ra8 7.Se6 Kg6 8.Shgs wins.

xi) Bd4? 8.5xd4 Ra8 9.Se6 Kg4 10.Kg2.

xii) 8.Kg2 Ra2+ 9.5f2 Rxf2+ 10.Kh3 Bd4
11.Sxd4 Rf8 draws.

xiii) Ra2+? 9.Kd3 Ra3+ 10.Kc4 Rag+ 11.Kbs
wins.

“Pretty moves by the wQ lead to two mates”.

No 22147 Lubos Kekely & Michal Hlinka
(Slovakia). 1.b7 Rag+ 2.Kes Bg7+ 3.Kxe6 Re4+
4.Kf7/i Rxf4+ 5.Kg8 Rg4 6.Kt7 Rb4 7.b8Q Rxb8
8.Rxb8 b2 9.Rb6+ Khy 10.Rb4 Sf2/ii 11.Rhg+
Bh6 12.Rbg Sd3 13.Rbs zz Ses+ 14.Ke6 Sd3
15.Kf7/iii Bc1 16.Rhs+ Bh6 17.Rbs Ses+ 18.Ke6
Sc4 19.Kds draws.

i) 4.Kd7? Rb4 5.b8Q Rxb8 6.Rxb8 b2 wins.
ii) Sg3 11.Rh4+ Bh6 12.Rb4 draws.
iii) 15.Kds? Bg7 16.Kc4 Sf2 wins.

“It is necessary to find the right squares for
the wR on the 10th and 13th moves”.

No 22148 Alain Villeneuve (France). 1.a4
bs 2.Kd4 bxa4/i 3.Kcs5 Kd7 4.13/ii K¢y 5.f4 Kdy
6.Kbé6 (fs Kc7;) Kd6 7.Kxas a3 8.bxaz Kds 9.f5
¢5 10.f6 wins.

i) Kd6 3.b4 c5+ axb4 4.a5 c5+ 5.Kd3.

i) 4.f4? K¢y zz 5.f5 Kd7 6.Kb6 Kd6 7.Kxas
Kes 8.Kxaq Kxfs draws. 4.Kb6? a3 5.bxaz Kdé6
6.Kxas Kds draws.

“The first white move anticipates Black’s
counter play by limiting it to the queenside.
Thereafter the way to win is by a minimal and
very discreet move on the kingside”.



Phénix 2016

Eric Huber judged this informal tourney of the French composition magazine. While only 24
studies had participated in the previous 2012-2015 tourney, for this single year 20 studies were pub-
lished. Huber considered the overall level as sufficiently high and the studies of notable diversity. He
awarded only special distinctions to studies essentially based on EGTBs. The award was presented
in reverse order (prize last), which at first sight seems to be a good idea (which has been done be-
fore). HH’s opinion, paraphrasing Robert A. Day in his magnificent classical textbook How to Write
and Publish a Scientific Paper (1979), is: an award is not a novel, we want to know from the start that

the butler did it.

No 22149 D. Gurgenidze & M. Minski

prize
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No 22149 David Gurgenidze (Georgia) &
Martin Minski (Germany). 1.g6 b4/i 2.Kbi/ii
Qa3 3.Sc6+ Ke8 4.Sa5 bxas 5.Bc6+ Kf8 (Key;
Bag) 6.g7+ Kf7 7.Be8+/iii Kg8 8.Bag zz Kf7
9.Be8+ Kg8 10.Ba4 positional draw.

i) bxcq 2.g7 c3+ 3.Kxc3 Qai+ 4.Kc2 Qaz+
5.Kc3 Qg2 Now the bK must go to {7, so that
the bQ could take on hé, but Black has wasted
some tempos: 6.Bby Ke7 7.Bc8 Qxds 8.Bfs Qg8
9.S5¢c6+ Kf6 10.Kb2 draws.

ii) 2.g7? Qas+ 3.Kb1/iv Qxb3+ 4.Ka1 Qc3+
5.Kb1 Qe1+ 6.Kb2 Qf2+ 7.Kb3 Qg3+ 8.Kxbg
Ke7 9.Kbs/v Kf7 10.Kc6 Qg6 11.Kxc7 Qxhe,
or 2.5c6+? Ke8 3.Kb1 Qxa8 wins. 2.Bb7? Qxay
3.g7 Qa3+ 4.Kc2 Qaz+ 5.Kc1 Qai+ 6.Kc2 Qc3+
7.Kb1 Qxb3+ 8.Ka1 Qg3 9.Kb2 Ke7 10.Bc8 Qc3+
11.Kb1 Qd3+ 12.Kb2 Qd2+ 13.Kb1 b3 wins.

iii) Thematic try: 7.Ba4? Kg8 zz.

iv) 3.Kc2 Qa2+ 4.Kc Qai+ 5Kc2 Qc3+
6.Kb1 Qe1+ 7.Kb2 Qf2+ 8.Kb1 Qg1+ 9.Kb2 Ke8
In comparison with note i), now Black has suf-
ficient time to play its bK to f7.

v) 9.Bby Qei+ 10.Kb3 Qe3+ 11.Kbg Kf7
12.Bc8 Qxh6 wins.

“In this study, we quickly get to its highlight
with the mysterious move 2.Kbi! Its main pur-
pose is to avoid the bQ playing to a3 with check
which would permit infiltration of the bQ into
the kingside without losing time. The wS sac
on as is to free the wBa8 and to confine the bQ
to a3 as well. What remains is an obstacle for
White: a reciprocal zugzwang, which is shown
in the thematic try 7.Ba4? The solution is finely
tuned like a clock’s mechanism and the play ex-
tends over the whole chessboard: a memorable
study of rare beauty”.

No 22150 M. Hlinka & L. Kekely
special prize
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No 22150 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia). 1. Kb6+ Kb8 2.Sc6+ Kc8 3.e7 Rh8/i
4.e8Q+/ii Rxe8 5.Rxe8+ Kd7 6.Re1/iii zz Kd6/iv
7.5d8 Qf6/v 8.Rd1+ Ke7+/vi 9.5c6+ Ke8 (Ke6;
Bds+) 10.Rei+ Kd7 (Kf7; Rf1) 11.Bh3z+ Kdé
12.Rd1+ and mate.

i) Rxe7 4.Rxe7 Qh2 5.Bh3+ Qxh3 6.Rcy mate.



Phénix 2016

ii) 4.Bf3? Kd7 5.Bg4+ Ke8, or here: 5.e8Q+
Rxe8 6.Bg4+ Re6 draw.

iii) 6.Re7+? Kd6 7.Re1 Kdy zz, e.g. 8.Bf3 Kd6
9.5d8 Qf6 10.Rd1+ Ke7+ 11.Sc6+ Kf8 draws.

iv) Qd2 (Qhg4) 7.Se5+ Kd6 8.5f7+ Kd7 9.Bc6+
Kc8 10.Re8+ Qd8+ 11.Rxd8 mate.

v) Qg6 8.Bc6, or Qhs 8.Sby+ Kdy 9.Bc6+
win.

vi) Kes+ 9.Sc6+ Ke6 10.Bds+ Kdy 11.Bf7+
Kc8 12.Be6+ Qxe6 13.Rd8 mate.

“Another study in which the play after the
5th move seems to originate from an EGTB but

here the moves are comprehensible, nice and
spiced with strategy”.

No 22151 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine) &
Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.h5/i f4 2.Ke4/ii Sg3+
3.Kxf4 Sxhs+ 4.Kf3/iii Kd2 5.Bai/iv Kxdsz/v
6.Bh8/vizz Kc2 7.b4 Kb1 8.Kg4 a1Q 9.Bxa1 Kxa1
10.Kxhs wins.

i) 1.b4? Ke2 2.bs f4 3.b6 13 4.b7 2 5.b8Q f1Q
draws.

ii) 2.h6? 13 3.h7 f2 4.h8Q f1Q draws.

iii) 4.Kgs5? Kd2 5.Kxhs5 Kxd3 6.Ba1 Ke4 7.Kg6
Kds, or 4.Ke3? Kd1 5.b4 Kc2 6.bs Sg3 7.b6 Sfs+
draw.

iv) 5.Bh8? Kxd3 zz 6.Ba1 Kc2 7.b4 Kb1 8.Bes
a1Q 9.Bxa1 Kxa1 draws.

v) Sg3 7.Kxg3 Ke4 8.Kf2 wins, but not 8.b4?
Kds.

vi) 8.b5? a1Q 9.Bxa1 Kxa1 10.b6 Sf6 11.b7 Sd7
draws.

No 22151 V. Tarasiuk
& P. Arestov
honourable mention
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No 22152 A. Skripnik
& P. Arestov
special honourable mention
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“The long aesthetic moves of the wB along
the large diagonal are decisive”

No 22152 Anatoly Skripnik & Pavel Arestov
(Russia). 1.b7, and:
— Sxb72.Rxb7 Bcg 3.Re7 Bbs/i 4.Re4 Bd3 5.Rc4
Kb3 6.Rd4 Kc2 7.Rc4 Be4 8.Rd4 g2 9.Kf2 Se2
10.Rd2+ Kxd2 stalemate, or:

— Sc6 2.b8Q/ii Sxb8 3.Rxb8 Bbs 4.Rc8 Kdj3
5.Kf1 Ke3z+ 6.Kg2 Se2 7.Rc2 Kfs 8.Rc8 Bd3
9.Rf8+ Kg4 10.Rg8+ Kf4 11.Rf8+ Bfs 12.Kf1
Sd4 13.Kg2 Se2 14.Kf1 draws.

i) Kd3 4.Re3+ Kxe3 stalemate.
ii) 2.Rb6? Sd4 3.b8Q Sf3 mate.

“The experts perhaps know other studies
with the same material ending in stalemate,
e.g. after a promotion to a bQ (Pogosyants
HHdbV#38317) or without a promotion (Mat-
tison HHdbV #73029). Here the final stalemate
is aesthetic and, furthermore, the sequential
sacrifices 4.Re4! and 5.Rc4! of the impregnable
wR places this study clearly above its predeces-
sors. The short brutal introduction somewhat
downgrades the study”.

No 22153 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.Bfs/i Rf4+/ii 2.Ke1 Qa1+ 3.Rb1 Qxd4/
iii 4.Qhs+/iv Rh4 5.Be4+/v Qxe4+ 6.Kf2+ Kh2/
vi 7Rh1+ Qxhi1/vii 8.Qxgs wins.

i) 1.Bg2+? Kh2 2.Qb8+ Rf4+ 3.Bf3 Kg3 draws.

ii) Qa1+ 2.Rb1 Qxd4 3.Qc6+, or here: Qa6+
3.Kf2+ Kh2 4.Rh1+ Kxhi 5.Qe1+ and mate.

iii) Qa2 4.Qe3 Qg2 5.Bd3 wins.

No 22153 S. Slumstrup
Nielsen
1st commendation
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Phénix 2016

No 22154 L. Kekely
2nd commendation
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iv) 4.Qc6+? Kh2 5.Qh6+ Rhg, or 4.Ke2+?
Kh2 5.Qhs+ Rh4 draw.

v) A difficult line is: 5.Qf3+? Kh2 6.Qe2+ Kg1
7.Bd3 Qf4 8.Kd1 Qf2 9.Qes Rf4 10.Qxgs+ Kh2
11.Qh6+ Rh4 12.Qd6+ Qf4 13.Qcs Qag+ 14.Kc1
Qd4 15.Rb2+ Kg1 16.Qey Qc3+ 17.Bc2 Rh2
18.Qaz+ Rf2 19.Kb1 Qe1+ 20.Ka2 Qe6+ 21.Bb3
Qf6 draws.

vi) Qxb1 7.Qf3+ Kh2 8.Qg2 mate.

vii) Kxh1 8.Qdi+ Kh2 9.Qgi+ Kh3 10.Qg3
mate.

“The final position is an interesting find as
the bR does not change anything in the well-
known winning position without it. The play
is short but laborious before arriving at the
first sacrifice of a white piece on the fifth move,
which is followed by the sacrificial firework of
the wR. The study-within-a-study 5.Qf3+ line
is, luckily, less aesthetic than the main line”.

No 22154 Lubos Kekely (Slovakia). 1.£8Q
Sxf8 2.Se7 Sd7 3.c8Q Sb6+ 4.Kbs Sxc8/i 5.5¢c6+
Kb7 6.Rf7+ Se7 7.Rxe7+ Kc8 8.Re8+ Kb7 9.Sas5+
Kay 10.Re7+ Kb8 11.Kb6 Kc8 12.Re8+ wins.

i) Qxc8 5.5xc8+ Sxc8 6.Kc6 wins (EGTB).

No 22155 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 1.a7
c2/i 2.8d3 a2 3.a8Q c1Q+ 4.Sxc1 a1Q 5.Qxai+

Kxa1 6.Sb3+ Kb2 7.8d4 h3 8.5f3 Kc2 9.d3/ii Kc1
10.Kb3/iii Kd1 11.Kc3 Kc112.d4 ds/iv 13.Kb4 Kc2
14.Kcs Kd3 15.Kxds Ke3 16.Sh2 Kfs 17.5f1 Kf3
18.Kes Kf2 19.Kf4 Kxf1 20.Kg3 wins.

i) a2 2.a8Q a1Q 3.Qxa1+ Kxa1 4.Kxc3 wins.

ii) 9.d4? Kb2 10.d5 Kc2 zz 11.Kbs Kd3 12.Kc6
Ke3 13.Sh2 Kf2 (Kf4) draws.

iii) 10.Kc3? ds5 11.Kd4 Kc2 zz, or 10.d4? Kbz
11.d5 Kc2 draw.

iv) Kb1 13.d5 Kc1 14.Kb4 Kc2 15.Kc4 zz, wins.

No 22156 Martin ~ Minski  (Germany).
1.Bes+/i Kb3 2.Ra8 Rci+ 3.Kd2 Rca+/ii 4.Kd1/
iii Res/iv 5.Bdé Rbs 6.Rb8 Kag 7.Be8 (Rxbs?
Bb3+;) wins.

i) 1.Bas+? Kb3 2.Rb4+ Ka3 3.Bxds Rc1+ 4.Kf2
Rcs draws.

ii) Rcs 4.Bd6 Rea+ 5.Kd3 Rez+ 6.Kdg4 Bxfy
7.Ra3+ Kb2 8.Rxc3 wins.

iii) 4.Kd3? Bcg+ 5.Bxc4+ Rxcq 6.Rb8+ Rbyg
draws.

iv) Bxf7 5.Rb8+ Kc4 6.Kxc2 wins.

“The spectacular and tactical play will appeal
to practical players but the finish is rather dis-

appointing. Curiously, I have been unable to
find any anticipation”.



Dvoretsky 70 MT 2017

The tourney director, Oleg Pervakov, received 60 studies by 43 composers from 15 countries.
There were three judges: Artur Yusupov, Vladimir Barsky, and ... Oleg Pervakov! So this was not a

formal tourney.

The award explains that Yusupov and Barsky paid considerable attention to the initial position
and the practical relevance of the study to chess players. Pervakov looked at the originality and com-
plexity of the idea and the composing technique. The total prize fund was 1500 EUR.

No 22157 N. Ryabinin
1st prize
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No 22157 Nikolai Ryabinin (Russia). 1.Rf7
Qa1 2.Sb2/i Qxb2/ii 3.e5/iii Qxes 4.g7+ Qxg7+
5.Rxg7, and:

— Rc¢7 6.Rxcy d1Q (e1Q; Be2) 7.Bd3/iv Qxd3
8.5f7+ Khy/v 9.Ses+ Kh8 10.Sxd3 e1Q
11.Rh7+/vi Kxh7 12.Sxe1 wins, or:

— Rc8 6.Bfs Rxd8+ 7.Kf7 Rd7+ 8.Bxdy, and
now:

- e1Q 9.Rg8+ Khy 10.Bf5+ Kh6 11.g4 Qe8+/
vii 12.Kxe8 di1Q 13.Rg6+ Khy 14.Rd6+
wins., or:

- d1Q 9.Rg8+ Khy 10.Bf5+ Kh6 11.Rg6+ Khs
12.Bg4+/viii Khg 13.g3+ Kxg3 14.Bxe2+
wins.

i) Logical try: 2.Bg8? Rc7 3.Rxc7 Qa3+ 4.Rey
Qxey+ 5.Kxey Kxg8 and Black wins. Thematic
try: 2.g7+? Qxg7+ 3.Rxgy Rc8 4.Bf5 Rxd8+ 5.Kf7
Rdy+ 6.Bxdy exdiQ 7.Rg8+ Khy 8.Bfs+ Khé
9.Rg6+ Khs 10.Bg4+/ix Qxg4 and Black wins.
Logical try: 2.5¢3? Qxc3 3.e5 Qg3 4.g7+ Qxg7+
5.Rxg7 Rcy 6.Rxcy d1Q 7.Bd3 Qxd3 8.Sf7+ Khy
and White does not have 9.Se5+.

ii) Rg5 3.Re7 Qa8 4.Re8 Qxd8 5.Rxd8 d1Q
6.Sxd1 Rxg6 7.Bxg6 exd1Q 8.Key+ wins.

iii) Logical try: 3.g7+? Qxg7+ 4.Rxg7 Rcy/x
5.Rxc7 d1Q and White does not have 6.Bd3.

iv) Now there is no wPe4.

v) Now there is no wPes.

vi) 11.5xe1? stalemate.

vii) Qe6+ 12.Bxe6 d1Q 13.Rg6+ Khy 14.Rgs
Qf3+ 15.Bf5+ wins.

viii) There is a bPe2.

ix) No bPea2.

x) But not: Rc8? 5.Bfs Rxd8+ 6.Kf7 Rdy+
7.Bxdy d1Q 8.Rg8+ Khy 9.Bfs+ Khé 10.Rg6+
Khs 11.Bg4+ Kh4 12.g3+ Kxg3 13.Bxe2+ wins.

“This is a magnificent, logical study with
play by three different white batteries. All three
judges unanimously awarded this study the

victory. Our congratulations go to the wonder-
ful Russian artist!”.

No 22158 E. Kopilov
and prize
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No 22158 Evgeny Kopilov (Russia). 1.Rf3+/i
Khgy/ii 2.e8Q Bf7+ 3.Qxf7 Rg4+ 4.Khy/iii Rxf7+
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5.Kxh6 zz Rg1 6.Rf5 Rg4 7.Rf3 Rf8 8.Khy Rf7+
9.Kh6 Rg8 10.Rfs Kh3 11.Rhs+ Kgg4 12.Rg5+
Rxgs stalemate.

i) 1.e8Q? Bfy+ 2.Qxf; Rgg+ 3.Khs Rxfy
4.Rh1+ Kg2, or 1.f7? Bxf7+ 2.Kxf7 Re4 win.

ii) Kg2 2.e8Q Bf7+ 3.Qxf7 Rxf7 4.Rfs Raay
5.Kxh6, or Kg4 2.e8Q Bf7+ 3.Qxf7 Rxf7 4.Rfi
Raay 5.Kxh6 draw.

iii) 4.Kxh6 Rxf7 zz wins.

“The finish is very interesting and knowing
it is surely useful to practical players. Moreover,
there can be no complaints about the author’
technique used to arrive at the key position
from the initial one”.

No 22159 S. Didukh
3rd prize
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No 22159 Sergiy Didukh (Ukraine). 1.5f2+/i
Kxd2 2.Sd3 Kxd3/ii 3.Bh7+ f5/iii 4.Bxf5+ Kd4/iv
5.Bxc2 Sxc2 6.Kxa2 Sb4+ 7.Ka1/v Sxa6 8.c7 Sxcy
9.bxcy Ke4/vi 10.Kaz/vii zz Kd3/viii 11.Kb1/ix
zz c4/x 12.Kc1 zz ¢3 13.Kd1 zz c2+ 14.Kc1 zz Ke3
15.5a7 Sd6 16.Sbs+ wins.

i) Logical try: 1.Sxc5+? Kxd2 2.5d3/xi Kxd3
3.Bh7+ Ke2/xii 4.Bxc2 Sxc2 5.Kxa2 Sb4+ 6.Ka3z/
xiii Sxa6 7.c7/xiv Sxcy 8.bxcy f5 9.Se7/xv Sd6
10.Kbg (Sxfs Sbs+;) f4 11.Kcs 3 12.Kxd6 f2
13.5f5 Kf3 (g1Q?; Sg3+) draws.

ii) Sb3 3.Kxa2, and: ¢4 4.b7 cxd3 5.b8Q c1Q
6.Qxb3, or here: Ses 4.Bxb3 Sxd3 5.Bxc2 win.

iii) Ke2 4.Bxc2 Sxc2 5.Kxa2 Sb4+ 6.Kb3 Sxa6
7.b7 Ses 8.c7 Sd7 (c4+; Kc3) 9.Sb6 Sxcy 10.Sxd7
Sa6 11.Kc4 f5 12.Kbs f4 13.Kxa6, or Kd4 4.Bxc2
Sxc2 5.Kxa2 Sb4+ 6.Ka3 Sxa6 7.b7 Ses 8.c7 Sdy
9.Sb6 Sxc7 10.Sxd7y Sa6 11.Kag c4 12.Kas c3
13.Kxa6 c2 14.Sc5 Kc3 15.Sb3 Kxb3 16.b8Q+ win.

iv) Kd2 s5.Bxc2 Sxc2 6.Kxa2 Sbg+ 7.Ka3
Sxa6 8.b7 Ses 9.c7 Sd7 10.Sb6 Sxc7 11.5xd7 Sa6
12.5xc5 wins.

v) Logical try: 7.Kb1? Sxa6 8.cy7 Sxcy 9.bxcy
Kd3 10.Kc1 ¢4 zz 11.Kd1 ¢3 zz 12.Kc1 c2 zz 13.Sa7
Sdé6 14.Sbs, no check, Sc8 draws. 7.Ka3? Sxa6
8.b7 Ses 9.¢7 Sd710.Sb6 Sxc7 11.5xd7 Sa6 12.Kag
c4 13.Kas c3 14.Kxa6 c2 15.Sc5 Kc3/xxii 16.Sb3
Kxb3 17.b8Q+ Kaz draws.

vi) Kes 10.5b6 Sd6 11.Sc4+, or Kc3 10.Say
Sd6 11.Sbs+ win.

vii) 10.Kb2? Kes 11.Sb6 Sd6 12.Sc4+ Sxc4+
check.

viii) ¢4 11.Kb1 Kfg 12.Kc2 Kgs 13.Kc3 Kf6
14.Kxc4 Ke6 15.Sb6 Sd6+ 16.Kcs Sc8 17.Kc6
wins.

ix) 11.Kb2? Kd2 zz 12.Sb6 Sd6 13.Sc4+ Sxcq4+
check.

x) Kd2 12.Sb6 Sd6 13.Sc4+ wins.

xi) 2.Se4+ Kd3 3.Bxf7 c1Q+ 4.Kxc1 Sb3+
5.Kb2 a1Q+ 6.Kxb3z Qbi+ 7.Kag Qa1+ 8.Kbg
Qb2+ 9.Bb3z Qdg+ 10.Kbs Qes+ 11.Sc5+ Kdg
12.a7 Qxcs+ 13.Ka6 Qxc6 14.Se7 Qe8 15.b7 Qxey
16.b8Q Qa3+ 17.Kb6 Qxb3+ 18.Kc7 Qg3+ draws.

xii) Kd2? 4.Bxcz2 Sxc2 5.Kxa2 Sbg+ 6.Ka3
Sxa6 7.c7 Sxc7 8.bxcy f5 9.Sb6 Sd6 10.Kbg f4
11.Sc4+ check! Or Kd4? 4.Bxc2 Sxc2 5.Kxa2
Sb4+ 6.Kaz Sxa6 7.b7 Ses 8.c7 Sd7/xvi 9.Sb6
Sxc7 10.Sxdy Sa6 11.Kag f5 12.Kas f4 13.Kxa6
wins.

xiii) 6.Kb3 Sxa6 7.b7 Ses 8.c7 Scs+, or 6.Kb2
Sxa6 7.c7 Scs 8.Kc3 f5 9.Kd4 Sb7, and: 10.Kds
f4 11.Sa7 Sfd6 12.Kc6 {3 13.Sbs Sc8 14.Kxb7 f2
15.Kxc8 f1Q, or here: 10.Sey7 Sfd6 11.Kes f4
12.Kxf4 Kd3 draw.

xiv) 7.b7 Ses 8.c7 Sc6 9.Se7 Sxc7 10.Sxc6 no
check Sa6 11.Ka4 Scs+.

xv) 9.5b6 Sd6 10.Kb4 f4 11.Sc4 no check Sc8
draws.

xvi) Sc4+ 9.Kaz, or Sc6 9.Se7 Sxc7 10.Sxc6+
check, wins.

The author explains:

“In this study four large-scale logical ide-
as are realized. Firstly, White looks 8 moves

ahead and leaves bPcs5 on the board (1.Sf2+!/1.
Sxc5+7?) to secure the wK from a fork. Secondly,
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Black responds by dropping the f-pawn (3...

f5!/3...Kd4?) with a 14 move foresight! Third-
ly, with an exact move to the corner (7.Ka1!/7.
Kb1?) White forces Black into a zugzwang, so
that 10 moves later the bK is at ¢3 (not on d3)
and is subject to a distracting fork. Fourthly,
another logical idea of Black is the thematic try

1.5xc5+? The king goes around two traps (3...

Ke2!/3...Kd2?/3...Kd4?). Each of the attempts
fail to a check 7-8 moves later”.

“The judging team is left with only one thing
to add to the author’s comments: Dvoretsky
would probably include this study in his fa-
mous card file in the section ‘positions for
playing’ This is an impressive work, despite the
unattractive initial position”.

No 22160 A. Sochnev

4th prize
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No 22160 Alexey Sochnev (Russia). 1.Bf3+/i
Kh2 2.Bxg4 Rxg4 3.Sg6/ii Sds+ 4.Kxdé Sf6
5.Ke7 Sg8+ 6.Kf8 Shé6 7.g8Q Sxg8 8.Kxg8 Rgs/
iii 9.h6 Rxg6+ 10.Khy Rg2/iv 11.Kh8 Se2 12.hy
Sg3 13.Kg7 Seq+/v 14.Kf8

i) Thematic try: 1.Bxg4? Rxg4 2.Sg6 Sds+
3.Kxd6 Sf6 4.Key Sg8+ 5.Kf8 Sh6 6.g8Q Sxg8
7.Kxg8 Rgs/vi 8.h6 Rxg6+ 9.Khy Rg2 10.Kh8
Se2 11.hy Sg3 12.Kg7 Sfs++ 13.Kf8 (Kf6) Rh2
wins.

ii) 3.h6? Sf5 4.hy Rxg7+ wins.
iii) Se2 (Sd3, Sb3) 9.Kf7 Sd4 10.h6 draws.
iv) Rg3 11.Kh8 Se2 12.h7 Sf4 stalemate.

v) Shs++ 14.Khé, or Sfs++ 14.Kf6 (Kf8) draw.

vi) Rg2? 8.Kf7 Rh2 9.5f4 Rh4 10.Kg7 Rga+
11.5g6 draws.

“We see another great logical study with a 13
move foresight. It is a pity that the bRg4 does
not play”.

No 22161 A. Zhukov

5th prize
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No 22161 Aleksandr Zhukov (Russia). 1.e7/i
Qa8 2.Sd3/ii Bg3z 3.Rd4/iii Ke6/iv 4.S7c5+/v
Kxe7 5.Rd7+/vi Kf8/vii 6.Sb7/viii Bd6+ (Kes;
Rhy) 7.5xd6 Qc6 (Qh1; Scs) 8.Rf7+/ix Kg8 9.5¢c4
Qa6+ 10.Kb2 Kxf7 11.Sc5 domination, wins.

i) 1.5d3? Qds 2.e7 Qd6+ 3.Ka2 Qxd3 4.e8Q
Qc2+ 5.Ka3 Qci1+ 6.Kbg Qd2+ draws.

ii) 2.5f62 Bcs+, or 2.Se2? Ke6 3.Req+ Kxdy
4.68Q+ Qxe8 5.Rxe8 Kxe8 draw.

iii) 3.Ra6? Qe8 4.Ras+ Ke6 5.S3c5+ Kxey
draws.

iv) Qe8 4.Rds5+ Kg6 5.S3e5+ wins

vi) 5.g67 Bd6 6.g7 Qg2 7.Rag Bxcs+ 8.Sxcs5
Kdé6 draws.

vii) Ke8 6.g6 Qg2 7.g7 Bh4 8.Rxay wins.

viii) 6.Rd8+? Qxd8 7.Se6+ Ke8 8.Sxd8 Kxd8
9.Ka4 Ke7 10.Kbs Bhy4, draws.

ix) 8.Rd8+? Ke7 9.5f7 Qa6+ 10.Kb2 Kxfy
draw.

“This is a memorable study with the domi-
nation theme”.
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No 22162 M. Minski &
S. Slumstrup Nielsen
6th prize
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No 22162 Martin Minski (Germany) & Ste-
ffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Denmark). 1.Qf5+ Kd8
2.b7 Rhé6+ 3.Kf7/i Re6/ii 4.Qxe6/iii d4 5.b8Q+
(b8R+) Sxb8 6.Rxb8+ Kcy 7.Qbsz/iv Qxb3z+
(Bxb3+) 8.e6 model mate.

i) 3.Kg7? Bxb1 4.Qc8+ Key 5.Qf8+ Kd7 6.6+
Rxe6 draws.

ii) d4+ 4.Kg7 Bxb1 5.Qc8+ Key 6.Bf4 wins.

iii) 4.b8Q+? Sxb8 5.Qxe6 Qay+ 6.Kg6 Bxb1
7.Qg8+ Kcy, or 4.Kxe6? Bxbi 5.Kf7 Kc7 draw.

iv) 7.Qxa2? Qxaz2+ 8.6+ Qxh2 and Black
wins, or 7.Qc4? Qc2 8.6+ Qxh2 draws.

“One holds one’s breath playing through the
solution of this beautiful combinational study”.

No 22163 B. Gelfand & S.N. Tkachenko
7th prize
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No 22163 Boris Gelfand (Israel) & Sergey
N. Tkachenko (Ukraine). 1.Kbs/i es/ii 2.5f6/
iii Kb3 3.Se4/iv Kc2/v 4.Ka6 Bb8 5.Kxb6 Kd3
6.Scs5+ Kc3 7.Kbs/vi Bay 8.Ka6 Bb8 9.Kb6 Kd2/
vii 10.Sd7 (Sa6) e4 11.Sxb8 e3 12.5¢c6 e2 13.5d4
e1Q 14.Sf3+ wins.

i) 1.5f62 Ka4 2.Sd7 bs+, or 1.Se7? Bb8, and:
2.Kbs e5 3.Kxb6 e4, or here: 2.Sc6 Bcy 3.Kbs e5
draw.

ii) Kbz 2.Sey7 Bb8 3.Sc6 Bcy 4.Sd4+ Kc3
5.5xe6 wins.

iii) 2.Ka6? Bb8 3.5f6 Kby4, or 2.Se7? e4 3.S¢6
e3 draw.

iv) 3.Ka6? Bb8 4.Se4 Kc4 draws.

v) Bb8 4.Kxb6 Kc4 5.Sc5 e4 6.Sxe4 Kds 7.S¢5
Kdé6 8.Sa6 wins.

vi) 7.8d7? e4 8.Sxb8 €3 9.S5c6 e2 wins.

vii) Kd4 10.Sd7 e4 11.5xb8 €3 12.Sc6+, or Kc4
10.Sd7 e4 11.5xb8 €3 12.5¢6 e2 13.Se5+ Kc3 14.513,
or Kc210.5d7 e411.5xb8 €3 12.S¢c6 €2 13.Sd4+, or
Kb2 10.Sd7 e4 11.Sxb8 e3 12.5¢6 e2 13.Se5 wins.

“This is a pleasant logical study where the
composers have succeeded in demonstrat-
ing the powerful and coordinated work of the
white force in miniature form: the knight man-
ages to play from the 8th rank to the 1st rank,
and the king makes two circles in a waltz on
the squares bs-a6-b6”.

No 22164 J. Timman
1st honourable mention

)

.. AT
%

23
//
////x/
w m o
EEm
AE.

ele5 0031.12 3/4 Draw

&

Q

No 22164 Jan Timman (the Netherlands).
1.g6 (Kf2? Kfs;) fxg6 2.Kf2 (Se3 Kfy;), and:
— Bf4 3.Se1/i Ke4 4.Sc2 Bdé 5.Sa1 Kd3 6.Sb3
Kc3 7.5¢c1 (Sas) draws, or:
— Ke4 3.Sh4/ii g5 4.Sg6 Bd6 5.5Sh8 Kf5 6.5f7 Bcy
7.Sh6+ draws.
i) 3.Sh4? g5 4.Sg6+ Kf6 5.5f8 Bd6 6.Sd7+ Ke6
7.5b6 Bes+

ii) 3.Se1? Bd6 4.Kg2 Ke3 5.Sc2+ Kd3 6.Se1+
Kd2 7.Kf2 Bf4 8.5g2 g5 9.Se1 wins.
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“This study with two echo-lines has unques-
tionable theoretical value”.

No 22165 Y. Afek
2nd honourable mention
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No 22165 Yochanan Afek (Israel/the Neth-
erlands). 1.g6 Rgy/i 2.Rh8+ Kg1 3.Kd1 Rxgé6/ii
4.Ke2 g2 5.Rhs/iii Re6+ 6.Kf3 Rf6+ 7.Kes/iv Kf1
8.Rg5 Rh6 9.Rfs+ Ke1 10.Rg5 Kf1 11.Rf5+ Ke1
12.Rg5 positional draw.

i) g2 2.gxhy g1Q+ 3.Kc2 Qg6+ 4.Kb2 Qxhy
5.Rc3 positional draw.

ii) g2 4.Rh5 Rxg6 5.Ke2 Rd6 6.d3 Re6+ 7.Kf3
Kf1 8.Rg5 g1Q 9.Rxg1+ Kxg1 10.d4 draws.

iii) Thematic try: 5.Rh4? Re6+ 6.Kf3 Rf6+
7.Ke3/v Kf1 8.Rg4 Rh6 9.Rf4+ Ke1 10.Rg4 Rh3+
11.Ke4 Rh4 pins, winning. Thematic try: 5.Rh7?
Rg8 6.d4 Rg4 7.d5 Rgs 8.d6 Res+ 9.Kd3 Rds+
10.Ke4 Rxd6 wins.

iv) 7.Ke2? Rf2+ 8.Ke1 Rf8 9.d4 Rf4 10.d5 Re4+
11.Kd2 Kf2 12.Rg5 g1Q 13.Rxg1 Kxg1 14.Kd3 Rhg
wins.

v) 7.Ke2 Rf2+ 8.Ke1 Rf8 9.Ke2 Re8+ 10.Kf3
Kf1 11.Rg4 g1Q 12.Rxg1+ Kxg1 13.d4 Rd8 wins.

“This subtle study will most certainly be in-
cluded in the theory of rook endings”

MG cooks the 3rd Hon. Mention: G. Ost-
moe, d6a3 0530.43 cseshidi.bzd2e3h6c6f3gs
7/6 Draw: 1.Ras+ Kxb3 2.Rhs Rxhs 3.Rxhs Bc2
4.d3 Bxd3 s.e4 Bxe4 6.hy Bxhy 7.Rxh7 f2 8.Rf7
g3 9.Kcs g2 10.Rf3+ Kag 11.Rf4+ Kas 12.Rf3 Ka6
13.Kxc6 Kay 14.Rf7+ Kb8 15.Rf8+ Kay 16.Rf7+
wins.

However, also 1.Rh5? Rxhs 2.Rxhs Bc2 and
now 3.e4 Bxeq 4.Kes f2 5.Kxeq f1Q 6.hy Qf3+

7Kd4 Qf6+ 8.Kez Qh8 9.Kfs Kb3 10.Kxg4
draws.

No 22166 L. Gonzalez
4th honourable mention
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No 22166 Luis Miguel Gonzalez (Spain).
1.Kg3 Bhi/i 2.Kh2/ii Rxhy/iii 3.Rh3+/iv Kg6
4.Rxhy Kxhy 5.Kgi1/v d4 6.Kxh1 zz Kg7 7.Kg1
zz Kt7 8.Kf1 zz Kgy/vi 9.Ke1 Kf7 10.Kd2 (Kd1)
Ke6 11.Kc2 Kd6 12.Kb3 Kcs 13.Kag Kb6 14.Kb4
Kxa6 15.Kcs (Kcg) Kas 16. Kxd4 Kb4 17.e4/vii a5
18.Ke3 a4/viii 19.Kd2 Kb3 20.Kc1 a3 21.Kb1 wins.

i) Bf1 2.Kf2 Rxhy 3.Kxf1 Rdy 4.d4 Kg5 5.Kf2
Kf4 6.Re6 Kf5 7.Re5+ Kg4 8.e4 dxe4 9.Ke3 Rd6
10.Kxe4 Rxa6 11.Re7 wins.

ii) Thematic try: 2.Kf2? Kxhy 3.Rh3+ Kg7
4.Rxh8 Kxh8 5.Kg1 d4 6.Kxh1 Khy zz draws. If
2.Re7? d4 3.Rxay Kg5 4.Rdy Bc6 5.Rd6/xi Ba8
6.Rdy Bc6 7.Rcy Bhi 8.Rgy+ Kf6 9.Rdy Keé6
10.Rc7 Kf5 11.Khg Kg6 12.Kg4 Rf8 13.a7 Bg2
14.Rd7 Ba8 15.Rxd4 Kxhy 16.Rd7+ Kg6 17.e4
Kf6 18.Rd6+ Kes draws.

iii) d4 3.Re6+ Kgs 4.Kxh1 Rxhy+ 5.Kg2 Kfs
6.Re4 Rdy 7.Kg3 Rd6 8.Kf3 Kf6 9.Kf4 Kf710.Kes
Rxa6 11.Kxd4 wins.

iv) 3.Kxh1? Kgs+ 4.Kg2 Kfs 5.Rf3+ Kes 6.e3
Kdé6 7.Rfs Kc6 8.d4 Kbs 9.Rxds+ Kxa6 10.Kf3
Kbé6 11.Rd8 Kby 12.ds5 a5 draws.

v) 5.Kxh1? d4 zz 6.Kg1 Kg7 zz 7.Kfi Kf7 zz
8.Ke1 Ke6 9.Kd2 Kdé6 10.Kc2 Kcs 11.Kb3 Kbs
12.Ka3 Kas draws.

vi) Key 9.Kg2 Kf6 10.Kf2 Ke6 11.Kg3 Kfs
12.Kf3 Kes 13.Kg4 wins.

vii) 17.Ke3? Kc3 18.d4 Kc4 19.Ke4 a5 20.ds
Kcs 21.Kes a4 22.d6 a3 23.d7 a2 24.d8Q a1Q+
draws.
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viii) Kc3 19.e5 a4 20.e6 a3 21.e7 a2 22.e8Q
a1Q 23.Qes5+ wins.

“This is an interesting struggle for corre-
sponding squares. It is a pity that the introduc-
tion is not in harmony with the basic idea of

the study, and also that the analysis is rather
difficult”

No 22167 P. Arestov & D. Keith
sth honourable mention
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No 22167 Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Dan-
iel Keith (France). 1.c6 (Be2? Bxcs;) dxcé6
2.Ke2 Bb6/i 3.Kd3 Kd1 4.Bh4/ii a5 5.Kcq Kd2/
iii 6.Bgs+/iv Kd1 7.Bh4 (Bf6? Kc2;) Kd2 8.Bgs+
Kc2 9.Be3 Bd8/v 10.Bb6 Bxb6 stalemate.

i) Bgs 3.Kd3 Kdi 4.Bas draws.

ii) Try: 4.Bg3? a5 5.Kc4 Bd8 6.Bf2/vi Bey
7.Kb3 Bb4 8.Bb6 c5 9.Kc4 (Kag c4;) a4 wins.

iii) Kc2 6.Bf2 Bxf2 stalemate.

iv) 6.Be7 (Bf6)? Kc2 7.Bhg4 Kb2 8.Be1 a4
9.Kb4 a3, or 6.Bg3? Bd8 7.Kcs5 Kd3 8.Be1 Bey+
win.

v) Bxe3 stalemate.

vi) 6.Kc5 Kc2 7.Be1 Bey+ 8.Kxc6 a4 wins.

“And this study asks to be included in a
textbook on bishop endings. It is a good syn-

thesis of a positional draw and a well-known
stalemate”

No 22168 Mikhail Zinar (Ukraine). 1.Kd2/i
Kf2 2.Kd3/ii Kf3 3.Kd4 Kf2/iii 4.Keq4 Kg2/iv
5.Ke3 Kh1 6.Kf3/v Kxh2 7.Kf2 Kh1 (a4; bg) 8.b3
h2 9.Kf1 a4 10.b4 a3 11.bs wins.

No 22168 M. Zinar
6th honourable mention
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i) Try: 1.b3? Kg2 2.Ke2 Kxh2 3.Kf2 Khi zz
4.Kfi/vi Kh2 s5.Kfz2/vii Kh1 6.a3 h2 7.Kf1 a4
8.bxa4 stalemate.

ii) 2.a4? Kg2 3.b4 axb4 4.a5 Kxh2 draws.

iii) Kf4 4.a4 Kf3 5.b4 axb4 6.a5 wins.

iv) Ke2 5.b3 Kf2 6.a3 wins.

v) 6.Kf2? Kxh2 7.b3 Khi zz, or 6.Ke2? Kg2
7.Ke3 Khi1 draw.

vi) 4.Kg3 Kg1 5.Kxh3 Kf2 6.a3 Ke3 draws.

vii) 5.a3 Kg3 6.Kg1 Kf4 and Black wins.

“The composer has managed to process an
earlier work that was included in the 2010-2012
FIDE Album. The result is a study with a curi-

ous manoeuvre of the wK as if it is conquering
Mount Everest”.

No 22169 V. Vlasenko
7th honourable mention
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No 22169 Valery  Vlasenko  (Ukraine).
1.Bc3+/i Kg8 2.Rg6+/ii Kf8 3.Bbg+/ili Rey
4.Rf6+/iv Rf7/v 5.Bxe7+/vi Kxey 6.Rxf7+ Kxf7
7.Ba6 Bh3+ 8.Kg3 b6 9.Kxh3 draws.
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i) 1.Rg6? Rhgy 2.Bc3 Bfs 3.Rxg7 Rxg7+ 4.Kf3
Khy 5.Bxg7 Kxg7, or 1.Rd6? Rhg7+ 2.Kh1 b6
3.Rd8+ Kh7 4.Bd3+ Bfs win.

ii) 2.Rd6? Rhgy+ 3.Kh2 Rg4 4.Rd8+ Rf8
wins.

iii) 3.Bc4? Rcy 4.Bbg+ Ke8 5.Rg8+ Kd7 6.Bd3
Rhs 7.Bgé6/vii Rgs+ 8.Kf3 Ke6, or 3.Bd3? Bfs
4.Bb4+ Ke8 5.Bbs+ Kd8 6.Rg8+ Kc7 win.

iv) 4.Bc4? Ke8 5.Rg8+ Kdy 6.Bxey Rxey, or
4.Bd3? Rhg 5.Rf6+ Ke8 6.Bg6+ Kdy 7.Bf5+ Kd8
8.Rf8+ Re8 9.Rxe8+ Kxe8 10.Be1 Re4, or 4.Rd6?
Kf7 5.Bd3 Rg7+ 6.Bg6+ Rxg6+ 7.Rxg6 Re4 win.

v) Kg8 5.Bc4+ Kh8 6.Bxey Rxey 7.Rf8+ draws.

vi) Thematic try: 5.Rxf7+? Kxf7 6.Bxey Kxey
7.Ba6 Kde6/viii 8.Kf2 Kcs 9.Ke3 Kb4 wins.

vii) 7.Rg7+ Kc6 8.Rg6+ Kds 9.Rd6+ Kes
wins.

viii) Bh3+? 8.Kg3 b6 9.Kxh3 draws.

“After making a profitable exchange, White
achieves a non-trivial sacrifice and a capture
refusal’.

No 22170Y. Bazlov & V. Kovalenko
commendation
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No 22170 Yuri Bazlov & Vitaly Kovalenko
(Russia). 1.a8Q/i Qxa8/ii 2.Rh3+ Kg2 3.Rg3+
Kh2 4.Rxa2 Bxfa+/iii 5.Kfi Qby/iv 6.Rb2/v
Qcé6/vi 7Rc2 Qds 8.Rd2/vii Qesq 9.Re2/viii
Qb1+ 10.Kxf2 Qfs+ 11.Rf3 draws.

i) 1.Rh3+? Kg2 2.Rg3+ Kh2 3.a8Q Bxfa++
4.Kxf2 Qxc2+/ix 5.Ke1 Qc1+ 6.Ke2 Qb2+ wins.

ii) Bd2++ 2.Kxd2 Qxa8 3.Rc1+ Kg2 (Khz;
Rg3) 4.Rg3+ Kxf2 5.Rgg1 draws.

iii) Qxaz 5.Rxe3 Qc2 6.Rg3 Qc4 7.Re3 posi-
tional draw.

iv) Qxa2 6.Rh3+ Kxh3 stalemate.
v) 6.Kxf2? Qf7+, or 6.Rgaz? Qg2+ 7Ke2
Bd4+ 8.Kd3 Bb2 win.

vi) Qa6+ 7.Re2 Kxg3 stalemate.

vii) 8.Rgc3? Qg2+ 9.Kez2 Khi 10.Rc1+ Bgi+
wins.

viii) 9.Re3? Qg2+ 10.Ke2 Kg1 11.Rd1+ Be1+
12.Kxe1 Qf2 mate, but not: Qxe3? 10.Rxf2+ Kh3
11.Rh2+ Kg4 12.Rg2+ Kf3 13.Rg3+ Kxg3 draws.

ix) Qxa8? 5.Rf3 a1Q 6.Ke3+ Kg1 7.Rg3+ Kh1
8.Rh3+ draws.

“We have seen similar mechanisms of a
queen persecution but here the composers
have managed to do everything in an easy, un-
constrained form”.

No 22171 M. Gromov
commendation
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No 22171 Mikhail Gromov (Russia).
1.Rf1+/i Kd2/ii 2.5f6 Re1 3.Se4+ Kdi1 4.Sc3+/iii
Kd2 5.Rxe1 Kxe1 6.Kg2 Kd2/iv 7.5e4+ Ke3 8.5g5
Kf4 9.S51h3+ (S1f3? Kg4;) Kg4 10.Kf1 Kh4 11.Ke2
Kg4 12.Ke3 Khs 13.Kf3/v Kh4 14.Kf4 g2 15.5g1 7z
Khs 16.51f3 Kh6 17.Kg4 Kg7 18.Kg3 (Kh3) wins.

i) 1.Se2+? Kdi, and: 2.Sc3+ Kei, or 2.Rfi+
Kda.

ii) Kb2 2.5f6 Res 3.Kxg3 Rfs5 4.Rxf5 gxf5 5.5f3
wins.

iii) 4.Rxe1+? Kxe1 5.5g5 Kf1 6.Se2 g2 7.5g3+
Kg1 draws.

iv) g5 7.5f3 mate.

v) 13.Kf4? g2 14.Sg1 Kh4 zz, draws.

“This is not a bad find in the classical mate-
rial of 2S vs. P’
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No 22172 M. Minski & S. Hornecker
commendation
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No 22172 Martin Minski & Siegfried Hor-
necker (Germany). 1.Be2+/i Ker 2.Qd3 Qf2+
3.Kh1 Qgi+ 4.Kxgi1 Rga+ 5.Qg3+/ii Rxgs+
6.Kh2 (Kh1? Kf2) Kf2 7.Bf3 Rxgy 8.e8S/iii Rey/
iv 9.Bhs Rd7/v 10.5f6 Rxd2 11.Se4+ wins.

i) 1.Qf8? Rxh3 model mate.

ii) 5.Bxg4? (hxgq?) stalemate. If 5.Kh2?
Rg2+ 6.Kh1 Rg1+ 7.Kh2 Rg2+ 8.Kxg2 stalemate.
5.Kh1? Rg1+ 6.Kxg1 stalemate.

iii) 8.e8Q%? Rg2+ 9.Bxg2 stalemate.

iv) Rg8 9.Bc6 Rg6 10.Bds, or Rdy 9.5f6 Rxd2
10.Se4+ win.

v) Res 10.5f6 Ke1 11.Bg4 wins.

“This combinational study is, incidentally, of
an almost forced nature”.

No 22173 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
commendation
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No 22173 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.Sc3 Ke6 2.Se4 Bhé 3.Ke2 Kf7 4.Sd6+
Kg6 5.Kf3 Bgs/i 6.Se4/ii Bh6 7.Kgq Khy 8.Sg5+
Kg8 9.Kfs5/iii Bgy 10.5f7/iv wins.

i) Bf8 6.Se8 Kf7 7.5c7 Kg8 8.Se6 Ba3 9.Bg7, or
Khy 6.5f5s Kxh8 7.Sxh6 win.

ii) 6.5e8? Kf7 7.Kgq Kg6 8.Kg3 Kf7 9.Sd6+
Kg6 10.Se4 waste of time.

iii) 9.Khs5? Bgy 10.Kg6 Kxh8 11.fxg7+ Kg8
and stalemate.

iv) 10.Bxg7?, or 10.fxg7? stalemate.

“This is a very nice ‘trick™

No 22174 A. Popov
commendation
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No 22174 Aleksey Popov (Russia). 1.Sb8+
Kc8 (Kd8; dxe6) 2.d7+ Kcy/i 3.d6+ Kd8 4.Sh8
Rg7 5.Kxg7 Qga+ 6.Kf8 Qfs+ 7Sf7+ Qxf7+
8.Kxf7 13 9.Kf6 (Kxe6? f2; zz) £2 10.Kxe6 zz f1Q
11.Sc6+ bxc6 stalemate.

i) Kd8 3.dxe6 Qa3+ 4.e7+ Qxe7+ 5.5xe7 3
6.Sec6+ bxc6 7.e6 Rf4+ 8.Kg8 Rc4 9.Kf8 (Kf7)
positional draw.

“The study shows evergreen ideas: positional
draw, mutual zugzwang and stalemate”.

No 22175 A. Rusz
commendation
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No 22175 Arpad Rusz (Rumania). 1.a7 Kfi
2.Re7/i Kf2 3.Rb7 Ras 4.Rcy/ii Rbs/iii 5.Re7 Kf3/
iv 6.Re8 c4/v 7.Rb8 Rb3 8. Rxb3+ cxb3 9.Kb8 b2
10.a8Q+ wins.

i) Thematic try: 2.Re8? c4 3.Rb8 Rb3 4.Rxb3
cxb3 5.Kb8 b2 6.a8Q b1Q+ draws.

ii) 4.Kb8? Ke3 5.Rc7 Kd4 draws.

iii) Ke3 5.Kby Kd4 6.Rc6/vi Rxay+ 7.Kxay
wins.

iv) Kfi 6.Rby7 Ras 7.Kb8 (Rb2) Ke2 8.Rcy
wins.

v) Kf2 7Rb8 Ras; 8.Kby Ke3z 9.Rc8 Kd3
10.Rxc5 wins.

vi) Not 6.Kb6? Ra1 7.Rxc5 Rxay draws.

“This is an instructive rook endgame”.

No 22176 V. Tarasiuk
commendation
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No 22176 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine).
1.5d3+/i Kg2 2.Sei+ Kh3 3.Ra3+ c3/ii 4.Rxc3+
Bg3 (Kxhg; Sf3+) 5.Rxg3+/iii Kxh4 6.Rg7/iv Qf2
7.5£3+ Kh3 8.Kc6/v hs 9.Kb7/vi h4 10.Ka8 Qg3
(Qaz+; Rxay) 11.Bfi+ Qg2 12.Bxg2+/vii mate.

i) 1.Sb3+? Kg2 2.Bfi+ Kf3 3.Sd4+ Kf4 draws.

ii) Bg3 4.Bfi+ Kg4 5.Bxg3 Qb2 6.Rf3 ¢3 7.Bd3
Qb3+ 8.Ke4 wins.

iii) 5.Bfi+? Kga 6.Bxg3 Qa2+ 7.Kcs Qas+
draws.

iv) Logical try: 6.Rg8? Qf2 7.53+ Kh3 8.Kc6
hs 9.Kb7 h4 10.Ka8 Qa7+ 11.Kxay stalemate.

v) 8.Rg6? hs5 9.Kc6 h4 10.Rg5 Qb6+ 11.Kxb6
draws.

vi) 9.Kds5? h4 10.Rg8 Qcs+ 11.Kxc5 draws.
vii) 12.Rxg27? stalemate.

“A similar king manoeuvre is present in a
well-known study by Gurgenidze & Mitro-
fanov, version Timman (HHdbV#32750) with
an even more paradoxical rook move. Had this
predecessor not been present, then the present
study would have won a prize”.
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Sergiy Didukh judged the MT for the Ukrainian poet Andrey Malyshko, for which 24 studies
were submitted. The level was high. The award was dated 10xii2017.

No 22177 V. Tarasiuk

1st prize
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No 22177 Vladislav  Tarasiuk
1.f5/i g3/ii 2.hxg3 Ses/iii 3.gxh4/iv gxh4 4.f6 Sg4
5.f7 Ses+/v 6.Kd6 Sxf7+ 7.5xf7 h3 8.Sg5 h2 9.Se4
h1Q 10.Sc3+/vi Kb4 11.Sd5+ Kc4 12.Se3+ Kdg
13.5f5+ Ke4/vii 14.Sg3+ draws.

i) 1.b3+? Kby 2.f5 g3 3.hxg3 Se3 4.f6 Sg4 5.f7
Ses+ 6.Kd6 Sxf7+ 7.5xf7 h3 wins.

ii) Se3 2.t6 Sds (no 2...Sg4) 3.f7 St6+ 4.Key
Shy 5.Sg6 draws.

iii) h3 3.f6 h2 4.f7 h1Q 5.f8Q Qdi+ 6.Qdé6
Qxd6+ 7.Kxd6 Se3 8.5f7 g4 9.Ses5 bg 10.Kc6
Sxc211.5d3 Kb3 12.Kbs a4 13.Sc5+ Kxb2 14.Kxa4
draws.

iv) Logical try: 3.f6? Sg4 4.f7 Ses+ 5.Kdé
Sxf7+ 6.5xf7 h3 7.5xg5 h2 8.Se4 h1Q 9.Sc3+ Kb4
10.Sd5+ Kcg 11.Se3+ Kd4 12.Sfs5+ Ke4 and no
13.5g3+.

v) St6+ 6.Kd6 Shy 7.5g6 h3 8.5f4 h2 9.Se2
h1Q 10.Sc3+ Kbg 11.Sd5+ Qxds+ 12.Kxds a4
13.Kc6 Kc4 14.¢3 Sf8 15.Kb6 draws.

vi) 10.Sc5+? Kbg 11.Sd3+ Kcg 12.Se5+ Kdg
wins.

vii) Compare with the logical try: no wPg3.

“This is a study with a far foresight effect (10
moves). Black prudently sacrifices his pawn in
order to allow his knight to stop the advanced
pawn. Then, from the far corner, a Cossack
knight enters play at hooves-speed! It runs to

(Ukraine).

the bK on the other side and lures it to the cen-
tre of the board, thereby managing to catch the
crowned fugitive in the lower corner. His pawn
does not prevent a fork as White had disposed
of it by waving a magic stick on the third move.
In general, this is great magic! The first prize is
awarded to the wizard of Kharkov”.

No 22178 A. Rusz
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No 22178 Arpad Rusz (Rumania). 1.5f3/i
Sc6+/ii 2.Kcs/iii Sb8 3.Se5 d4 4.Kb6 Ke2 5.Kby
d3 6.5xd3 Sd7 7.Kc8 Sb6+ 8.Kc7 Sds+ 9.Kcé6 Sf6
10.5f4+ Kf3 11.Shs/iv Sg4/v 12.Kd5 wins.

i) Logical try: 1.Sb3? Se6+/vi 2.Kes/vii Sf8
3.5¢c5 dg/viii 4.Kf6 Kc2 5.Kf7 d3 6.Sxd3 Sdy
7.Ke8 Sf6+/ix 8.Ke7 Sds+ 9.Ke6 Sb6 10.Sbg+
Kb3 11.Sd5 Sa4 position A: ds is not accessible,
12.d7 Scs+ draws.

ii) Ke2 2.Se5 Se6+ 3.Kxds S8 4.5g6 Sd7 5.Kc6
wins.

iii) 2.Kxds? Sb8 3.Sd4 Kd2 4.Sc6 Sd7 5.Ke6
Scs+ 6.Kds Sdy positional draw.

iv) 11.5d5? leads to the logical try with the
positions of the kings and bS mirrored along
the d-file: Sg4 12.d7 Se5+ draws.

V) position A2.

vi) But not Sc6+? 2.Kxds Sb8 3.S¢c5 Kc2 4.S5a6

Sdy 5.Ke6 Sb6 6.Sc7 Kb3 7.5a8 Sag position A1
- now 8.Kds is possible, wins.
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vii) 2.Kxds Sf8 3.Sd4 Kd2 4.Se6 Sd7 5.Kcé6
Ses+ 6.Kds Sdy positional draw.

viii) Kc2 4.Kf6 d4.

ix) Sb6? 8.Sc5 Kc3 9.Sa4+ wins.

“The theme is asymmetry with a 12 move
foresight and two key positions. In the themat-
ic try, the bS forces the wS to ds (no access to
a8!). In the solution the wS avoids square ds,
taking advantage of the increase of space by
one column - it moves to hs. And then they
say that a knight is stronger in the centre than
on the edge or in the corner...”.

No 22179 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.h6 Ke7/i 2.h7 Rhs 3.Se6 Rces 4.S5f4/
ii Rxhy (Rhg; Sg6+) 5.Be6+/iii Kd6/iv 6.Rxhy
Rbs+ 7.Kc8 Rcs+ 8.Kd8 Ras 9.Bds/v a2 10.Sd3,
and:

— Rxds 11.Rh6 mate, or:
— a1Q (Kxds; Rgs+) 11.Rdy mate.

i) Rhs 2.Be8 Rxh6 3.5f7+ wins.

ii) 4.Sg7? Rxhy 5.Bfs+ Kf6 6.Bxhy a2 7.5f5
Re8+ 8.Kc7 Rh8 draws.

iii) 5.Bh3+? (Bc6+? Kde6;) Kd8 6.Rxh7 Rbs+
7.Ka8 Ras+ 8.Kb7 a2 draws.

iv) Kd8 6.Rxh7 Rbs+ 7.Rb7, or Kf6 6.Rxhy
Re4 7.Rf7+ Kes 8.Rfs+ win.

v) 9.Rh6? Ra8+ 10.Bc8+ Kes 11.5d3+ Kdg
12.5c1 a2 13.Sb3+ Kc3 14.Sa1 Kb2 15.Rh1 Raz
draws.

“We see beautiful piece play and an effective
finish”

No 22179 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
3rd prize
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No 22180 O. Pervakov
1st honourable mention

No 22180 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.5df7/i
cxd2+/ii 2.Kf4 es+ 3.Sxe5 d1Q 4.Raxg8 Qbxe2/
iii 5.5f5+ Bxfs 6.Rh8+/iv Qhs 7.Rxhs+ Qxhs
8.Rg8 zz Kh3 9.Rg3+/v Kh4/vi 10.Rg8/vii, and:
— Qhy 11.Rh8 Qxh8 12.Sg6+ Bxg6 ideal stale-

mate, or:

— Bhy 11.Rg4+ Kh3 12.Rg3+ Kh2 13.5g4+ Kh1
14.5f2+ Kh2 15.Sg4 positional draw.

i) 1.dxc3? Qbs+ 2.Kdé6 Qds+ 3.Kcy Qxa8
4.Rxg8 Bbs 5.Shf7 Qay+ 6.Kd6 Bxe2 wins.

ii) c2+ 2.Kf4 e5+ 3.5xe5 c1Q 4.Raxg8 Qfi+
5.5f3+ and White wins. Qbs+ 2.Kf4 Se7 3.Rg4+
Kh3 4.Rg3+, or Sxh6 2.Kf4 draw.

iii) Qfi+ 5.5f3+ Khjs 6.Sf7 draws.

iv) Thematic try: 6.Rh6+? Qhs 7.Rxhs+
Qxhs zz 8.Rg1 Qhy 9.Rh1+ Bh3 wins.

v) 9.Rg5? Qhy 10.Rxf5 Qh4+ wins.

vi) Kh2 10.Rg5 Qhy 11.Rxf5 Qh4+ 12.5g4+
draws.

vii) positional draw.

“This is a cocktail of classic ideas: a recip-
rocal zugzwang with thematic try, positional
draws and an ideal stalemate”.

No 22181 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.Qcy/i
Qxfs/ii 2.d8Q Re6+ (Qeb+; Qcey) 3.Kd7+ Khy
4.Qxh4+/iii Kg8 5.Qhd8+/iv Khy 6.h3/v, and:
— Rg6+ 7.Ke8+ Rg7 8.Qh4+ Kg8 9.Qcc4+ wins,

or:

— Rf6+ 7.Ke8+ Kg6 8.Qg3+ wins.

i) 1.Qe3? Kg8 2.Qgi+ (Qb3+ Kgz;) Qg7
3.Qxg7+ Kxg7 4.Key Rh8 5.f6+ Kg6 6.f7 Kgy
draws.

No 22181 O. Pervakov
aond honourable mention
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ii) Kg8 2.Qc4+ Kg7 3.Qg4+ Khy 4.d8Q wins.

iii) Thematic try: 4.h3? Rf6+ (Ra6+) 5.Ke8+
Kg6 and no 6.Qg3+.

iv) 5.Qhc4? Qf7+ 6.Kc8 Re8+ 7.Kby Rey
8.Qga+ Qg7 9.Qcq4+ Qf7 10.Qg4+ Qg7 po-
sitional draw, or 5.Qcd8+? Re8+ 6.Kxe8 Qf7
mate.

v) Thematic try: 6.h4? Rg6+ 7.Ke8+ Rgy and
no 8.Qh4+.

“One queen helps the other (4.Qxh4+!), and
she, in turn, was helped by a pawn (6.h3!!). This
study reminded me of boxing: from the very
start, the heavyweights enter the clinch. White
survives until the break and then knocks out
his opponent. And then it dawned to me where
I got those boxing fantasies from? The author
was engaged in boxing in his youth”

No 22182 Mikhail Pastalaka (Ukraine).
1.a6+ Kxa6 2.by Rc1 3.Bg1/i Rbs (Rxgi; b8S+)
4.Rxbs Rxg1 5.Rb6+ Kas 6.Rbs+ Kagq 7.Rbg+/
ii Ka3 8.Rhg/iii Rb1 (Rh1; Rhy) 9.Rh3+ Kag
10.Rg3 Rhi+ 11.Kg8/iv draws/v.

i) 3.b8Q? Rhi+ 4.Rh4 Rxhg4+ 5.Bxh4 Rhs+
6.Kg8 g1Q+ 7.Qg3 Qxg3+ 8.Bxg3 Rgs5+ wins.

ii) 7.Rh5? Rb18.Rh4+ Kas 9.Rg4 Rh1+10.Kg8
g1Q 11.Rxg1 Rxgi+ 12.Kf7 Rb1 wins.

iii) 8.Rb3+? Kxb3 9.b8Q+ Kc2 10.Qc8+ Kd1
wins.

iv) 11.Kg7? g1Q 12.b8Q Qd4+ 13.Kg6 Qeq+
14.Kg7 Qhy+ 15.Kf8 Rf1+ wins.

v) e.g. Rb112.Rxg2. The point is that 11...g1Q
fails to 12.b8Q and the wRg3 is covered.

“A stopping bishop sac and the occurrence of
a rabid rook seem to be familiar. But the mo-
tive behind this appearance is gracefully orig-
inal. The bishop distracts the rook from the
c-file, so that the promoted knight could have
access to ¢6, torturing the bK with perpetual
check. Then sacrificial plays allows the wR to
transfer to f3 (not g4), where it would be cov-
ered by a queen”.

No 22183 Martin  Minski  (Germany).
1.Qf5/i Bfi+ 2.Qxf1 Qe2+ 3.Kb3/ii c4-+/iii 4.Sxc4
Qxf1/iv 5.Bc3+ Kb1 6.Sd2+ Kc1 7.5xf1 wins.

i) Thematic try: 1.Qxc5? Qf4+ 2.Kb3 Bds+
3.Qxds Qf3+ (Qe3+, Qg3+) 4.Kcq Qb3+ 5.Kd4
Qb2+ 6.Kd3 Qb3z+ (Qxa3z+; Bez+) 7.Kdg Qb2+
8.Bc3 Qxc3+ 9.Kxc3 stalemate. 1.Bc3+? Kaz
2.Sbs Bfi+, or 1.Qf8? Bds+ 2.Kxds (Kxcs Qes;)
Ka2 3.Sc4 Qhi+ 4.Kxcs5 Qxe1 draw.

ii) 3.Qxe2? stalemate.

iii) Qxf1 4.Bc3 mate, or Qb2+ 4.Ka4 wins.

iv) Qds+ 5.Bc3 mate, avoiding 5.Qxd3
stalemate.

“Black sacrifices a bishop and a queen in the
thematic try and in the main line but White
finds an effective way to avoid eating the sem-
olina pudding”.

No 22184 M. Minski (Germany). 1.Rcé6/i
Bd6+ 2.Rxd6 exd6+ 3.Kd4 c2/ii 4.Qas+/iii Kc1/
iv 5.Qc3 zz Saz 6.Qai+/v Kd2 7.Qc3+ Kci/vi
8.Qa1+ Sb1 9.Qc3 Sf2 10.Qe1+ Sdi1 11.Qc3 Sdxc3
stalemate.

i) 1.Kd4? (Rxds? c2;) Bxcs+ 2. Kxcs 2 3.Qxf4+
Ke2 4.Qc1 Se3 wins.

No 22182 M. Pastalaka
3rd honourable mention
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ii) Sa3 4.Qxc3+ Sxc3 stalemate.

iii) Thematic try: 4.Qc3+? Kc1 zz 5.Qb4 Sd2
6.Kxds Se3+ 7.Ke6 Sg2 wins.

iv) Ke2 5.Qc3 Se3 6.Qe1+ Kxe1 stalemate, or
Sdc3 5.Qxc3+ Sxc3 stalemate.

v) 6.Qxa3+? Kb1 7.Qb3z+ Sb2, or 6.Qb4? Sbs+
7.Qxbs Sb2 8.Qxds Kb1 9.Qxd6 c1Q win.

vi) Sxc3 stalemate.

“The fearless queen twists the black pieces

into a knot. This is a curious positional draw
with a mutual zugzwang and stalemates”.

No 22185 Vladimir  Samilo  (Ukraine).
1.h7/i Sxhy 2.gxhy Rga+/ii 3.Kdi/iii Bb2 4.b7y
(Re1+? Kd3;) Ke3 5.Re1+/iv Kd3 6.Re3+ (b8Q?
Rd2 mate;) Kxe3 7.b8Q Rd2+ 8.Ke1 Re2+ 9.Kf1
Rf2+ 10.Kg1 Rg2+ 11.Kh1 wins.

i) 1.Rxc1? Rxg6 2.by Rg2+ draws.

ii) Rh8 3.Rxc1 Rxh7 4.Rb1 Rb7 5.Kf2 wins.

iii) Logical try: 3.Kfi? Bb2 4.b7 Ke3 5.b8Q
Rf2+ 6.Kg1 Rg2+ draws.

iv) Logical try: 5.b8Q? Rd2+ 6.Ke1 Re2+
7.Kf1 Rf2+ 8.Kg1 Rga+ draws.

“We see a double (mutual) clearance: the
royal e-file for the rook and the rook square h1
for the king”.

No 22186 Mikhail Pastalaka (Ukraine).
1.Ke3+ Kh1 2.Rxa2/i Bxa2 3.h8Q f4+/ii 4.Kxe4
f2 5.Qxh3 Rg2 6.Qd3 (Qf3? Bcg;) Bb1 7.Qxbi+
Rgi1 8.Qf1/iii Rxf1 9.Kf3 Kg1 10.Bh4 Kxh2 11.Bg5
Kg1 12.Bh4 zz Khi 13.Bf6 zz Kh2 14.Bgs5 draws.

i) 2.Rc2? Bg6 3.Rc1+ Rg1 4.Rxg1+ Kxg15.h8Q
2 6.Qxh3 f1Q 7.Qxf1+ Kxf1 wins.

No 22185 V. Samilo
2nd commendation
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No 22186 M. Pastalaka
3rd commendation

3

ii) Bb1 4.Qxh3 f4+ 5.Kd4 Rg2 6.Bh4 f2 7.Bxf2
Rxf2 8.Qg4 3 9.Qf4 draws.

iii) 8.Qd3? f1Q 9.Qf3+ Qxf3+ 10.Kxf3 Rf1+
11.Kg4 Kg2 wins.

“After the forced queen sac, a solitary bishop
draws against a rook with two pawns, carefully
stepping along the corresponding squares”.

No 22187 Evgeny Egorov (Ukraine?). 1.ey
Kay 2.Kf7 Rf4+ 3.Kg6 (Ke6? Rxd4;) Rga+ 4.Kf5
Re4 5.Kf6/i bs/ii 6.axb6ep+/iii Kby 7.Kf7/iv
Rfg+ 8.Kg6 Rg4+ 9.Kfs Req 10.Kf6/v Kc8/vi
11.a5 (Kf7? Kdy;) zz Kby/vii 12.Kf7 Rf4+ 13.Ke6/
viii Rxd4 14.Kdy/ix Re4 15.e8Q Rxe8 16.Kxe8
d4 17.Kd7/x d3 18.bs axbs 19.a6+ Kxa6 20.Kxc6
d2 21.by d1Q 22.b8Q and mate.

i) The first triangulation on 4 squares.

ii) Kb8 (Rfs+; Kes) 6.Kf7 Rf4+ 7.Ke6 wins.

iii) 6.cxb6ep+? Kby 7.Kf7 Rf4+ 8.Kg6 Rga+
9.Kfs Re4 10.Kf6 Kc8 draws.

iv) 7.a5? Kc8 zz, draws.

v) Second triangulation.

vi) a5 11.bxas Ka6 12.Kf7 Rf4+ 13.Ke6 Rxd4
14.8Q Re4+ 15.Kd7 Rxe8 16.Kxe8 d4 17.Kd7 d3
18.Kc7 d2 19.b7 d1Q 20.b8Q Kxas 21.Qa8+ Kby
22.Qxc6 wins.

vii) Kd7 12.b7, or Re2 12.b7+ Kxb7 13.Kf7 win.
viii) Or 13.e8Q Rxd4 14.Kd7.

ix) Or 14.e8Q Re4+ 15.Kd7.

x) Or 17.bs axbs 18.Kd7.

“The wK twice takes a triangular detour be-

fore it races over the e-file. This is a new com-
poser with a clever study!”.

No 22187 E. Egorov
4th commendation
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Sergiy Didukh judged this MT for Boris Oleinik. He received 11 studies. The prize fund was 200$!

The award was dated 10ix2017.

No 22188 Martin Minski (Germany). 1.g7/i
Rh4+ 2.Kds Qdi+/ii 3.Bd3 Sxd3 4.Ras/iii Ses+
(Sf4+; Kc6+) 5.Kxes Qer+ 6.Qez2+/iv Qxez+
7.Kf6+ Khé 8.g8S mate.

i) 1.gxh7? Qhg4+ 2.Kxes Qey+ 3.Kds Qd8+
4.Kcs Qf8+ 5.Kbs Qb8+ 6.Kcs Qf8+ 7.Kd4 Rhg+
8.Kc3 Qxasz+ draws.

ii) Sg6 3.Qe2+ Qxe2 4.Bxe2+ Kh6 5.Ray wins.

iii) 4.g8Q? Ses+ 5.Kxes5 Qd4+ 6.Ke6 Req+
7.Qxe4 Qxe4q+ draws.

iv) 6.Kf6+? Qxas 7.Qf3+ Rgs4 8.g8Q Qai+
9.Ke7 Qaz+ draws.

“We see a spectacular heavyweight boxing
fight. White blocks the initial onslaught of the
black bishop sacrifices and the second attack
wave consisting of a beautiful combination
with a queen sac and the knock-out by a pawn
promoting to a knight”.

Compare with Pogosyants (HHdbV#46036).

No 22189 Arpad Rusz (Rumania). 1.Sg3/i

Kb3 2.h4 Kxc3 3.Se4+ Kd3 4.Sxf2+, and:

— Ke35.5g4+ Kdz2 6.Sh2/ii c3 7.5f1+ Ke2 8.Kxa2
c2 9.Kb2 Kd1 10.Se3 wins, or:

— Ke2 5.Shy/iii c3/iv 6.Sg3+ Kf3 7.Kxaz2 Kxg3
8.hs Kfg 9.h6 Ke3 10.h7 c2 11.h8Q c1Q
12.Qh6+ wins.

i) Logical try: 1.Se3? Kb3 2.h4 Kxc3 3.Sd1+
Kd2 4.Sxf2 (no check) c¢3 5.Se4+ Ke3 6.Sxc3 Kf4
draws.

ii) 6.Se5? c3 7.Sc4+ Kd3 8.Sa3 Keg4 draws.
iii) Logical try: 5.Se4? Kf3 6.h5 Kxe4 7.h6 c3
8.Kxa2 Kd3 9.hy c2 10.h8Q c1Q draws.

iv) Kf3 6.hs c3 7.Kxa2 wins.

“I think that it is not easy for judges to eval-
uate similar studies with a well-known final
scheme. In such cases they often tend to award
the study with a special distinction because
that’s what their more experienced colleagues
do. To me it seems that another approach is
better — one just needs to evaluate the origi-
nal content! And that the fact that it is added
to a well-known scheme makes the author’s
contribution even more significant, for which
he should get a bonus rather than a punish-
ment — of course provided that the originality
is significant”.

Compare with Kralin (EG#07783).

“The beauty of the second prize lies in the
knight’s play. Its task is not only to protect
the pawn at the cost of its life (as in the Kra-
lin study). The knight of Rusz runs across the
board coping with one passed pawn, then he
is dealing with the other. It tricks out the bK

No 22188 M. Minski
1st prize
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in two lines. Sure, the wS also perishes, but its
courage is very different”.

No 22190 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.Qg3+/i
Khy/ii 2.Qg6+/iii Kh8 3.Rxd2 h2/iv 4.Rxh2/v
Rf5+ 5.Kxh6 R8f6 (R5f6; Kgs mate) 6.c5/vi Re6/
vii 7.c6/viii Rds/ix 8.Re2/x Rxg6+/xi 9.Kxg6
Rd6+ (dxc6; Re8 mate) 10.Kf7 dxc6 11.Rha+
Rh6 12.Rxh6 mate.

i) 1.Rxd2? (Qg4+ KhS8;) Rfs+ 2.Kgg Rfg+
and Black wins.

ii) Kh8 2.Qe5+ Kg8 3.Kh4 d6 4.Rgq+ Khy
5.Qe4+ Rf5 6.Qd4 wins.

iii) 2.Rxd2? Rfs+ 3.Kh4 Rf4+ 4.Kxh3 Rf3, or
2.Qd3+? Rfs+ 3.Kh4 h2 draw.

iv) Rfs+ 4.Khg Rfg+ 5Kxhz Rf3+ 6.Kh2
wins.

v) 4.Rd1? Rg75.Qe4 Rg1 6.Qd4+ Khy 7.Qxd7+
Kg8 8.Qe6+ Kh8 9.Qxh6+ Kg8 10.Qe6+ Kh8
11.Qes+ Kg8 12.Qxh2 Rxdi 13.Qg3z+ Kh38
14.Qxcy7 Rg8 draws.

vi) 6.Rh3? Re6 7.Rxaz Rxg6+ 8.Kxg6 Rf8
9.Ray Kg8 10.Rxc7 Rd8 11.Kf6 Kf8 12.Kes5 Key,
or 6.Qxf6+? Rxf6+ 7.Kgs+ Kgy 8.Rhy+ Kxhy
9.Kxf6 d6 draw.

vii) d6 (Rxg6+; Kxg6) 7.c6 ds 8.Rhg dg
9.Rxd4 Rxg6+ 10.Kxg6 Rf8 11.Rdy wins.

viii) 7.Qxe6? dxe6 8.Kg6+ Kg8 draws.
ix) Rxc6 8.Qxc6 dxc6 9.Kg6+ wins.

x) 8.Qxe6? dxe6 9.Kg6+ Kg8 10.Rhy Rd2
11.Rxc7 Rg2+ 12.Kf6 Rxa2 draws.

xi) Rddé 9.Rxe6 Rxe6 10.cxd7 wins.

“In the initial position with White having a
queen against a rook, it may seem easy to deal

with his rival. But, unexpectedly, the exposed
king himself invites the queen as a guest try-
ing to distract it. After the diversion of the wR
to the extreme file, Black’s smart plan becomes
clear — it is not a demonstration of White's
strength — the wQ is pinned and will be cap-
tured. After the necessary precautions White
advances his pawn in time to intervene”.

No 22191 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine).
1.c7/i Rh6+ 2.Kg1 Rc6 3.Rxa6+ Rxa6 4.c8Q
Sxf3+ 5.Kg2/ii Raz/iii 6.Qc1+ Ka2 7.Qc2+ Ka1
8.Kh1 (Kf1? Rb3;) Se1 9.Qci+/iv Ka2 10.Qxe1
wins.

i) 1.Rxa6+? Kb2 2.Rb6+ Ka2 3.c7 Rxb6 4.c8Q
Rh6+ 5.Kg1 Sxf3+ 6.Kg2 Sd4 7.Qc4+ Sb3 draws.

ii) 5.Kf2? Ra3 6.Qci1+ Ka2 7.Qc2+ Ka1 8.Kf1
Rb3 9.Qxb3z Sd2+ draws, or 5Khi? Rhé+
6.Kg2 Se1+ 7.Kf1 Sc2 8.Qxc2 Rhi+ 9.Kg2 Rh2+
10.Kxh2 stalemate.

iii) Sei+ 6.Kfi wins, but not 6.Kf2? Sd3+
7.Ke2 Ra3 draws.

iv) 9.Qd1+? Kb2 10.Qxe1 Ra1 draws.

“This is a study with very interesting tries, in
which Black quietly sacrifices his pieces. The
wise king bypasses all the traps and eventually
returns to the corner”.

No 22192 Valery Vlasenko (Ukraine). 1.dy
Sb6+ 2.Kbs/i Sxdy 3.Sxdy Kgi/ii 4.Ses/iii h1Q
(f2; Sf3+) 5.Rbi+ Kg2 6.Rxh1 Kxhi 7.5xf3 d4
8.5xb4 d3 9.Sds f5 10.5f4 d2 11.Sxd2 wins.

i) Logical try: 2.Kxb4? Sxdy 3.5xdy Kg1 4.Se5
h1Q 5.Rb1+ Kg2 6.Rxh1 Kxhi1 7.5xf3 d4 8.Sc1 d3
9.5xd3 f5 10.Sf4 stalemate.

No 22191 V. Tarasiuk
1st honourable mention
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ii) f5 (f2; Rxf2) 4.Ses f2 5.5f3 f1Q 6.Rxh2 mate,
or f6 4.5xf6 with: f2 5.Rxf2 Kg1 6.Rxh2 Kxh2
7.5g4+ Kg3 8.Ses5 wins, or Kg1 5.5g4 h1Q 6.Rb1+
Kg2 7.Rxh1 Kxhi 8.Sc1 Kg2 9.5d3 wins.

iii) 4.Rb1+? Kg2 5.Ses5 f2 6.Sg4 d4 7.5xf2 Kxf2
8.5c1 h1Q 9.Sd3+ Kg2 draws.

“This is a difficult idea — a 9 move foresight
with indirect logics (to save the black b-pawn
because the square b4 must be accessible) — ex-
ecuted with exchanges. There is an impressive
journey of the wS over the whole board. In the
logical try the knight gallops via another route,
eats an important pawn and stalemates Black”

No 22193 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine).
1.Rf7+/i Kc6 2.Rxes/ii Rd8/iii 3.Rg3/iv Ra8+
4.Ray Rd8 s5.Rh3/v zz Rdé6/vi 6.Rby/vii Kcs+
7.Kas d2/viii 8.Rbs+ Kd4 9.Rb4+ Kes 10.Rhs+
Kf6 11.Rh6+ Kes 12.Rxd6 wins.

i) 1.Rxb8? dxe2 2.Rb1 Kc6 3.Re1 Kcs 4.Rxe2
Kd4 5.Kbs Kd3 draws.

ii) 2.Rf6+? Kcs 3.Rxe3 Rd8 draws.

iii) Ra8+ 3.Ra7 Rd8 4.Rh3 as in the main line.

iv) Thematic try: 3.Rh3? Ra8+ 4.Ray Rd8
zz 5.Rg3 Rd6 6.Rby Kcs+ 7.Kas d2 8.Rbs+ Kd4
9.Rb4+ Kes 10.Rg5+ Kf6 draws.

v) 5.Rg6+? Kds 6.Rg2 Kc4 7.Rc7+ Kb3 draws.

vi) d2 6.Rc3+ Kds 7.Rd3+ wins.

vii) 6.Kas5? Rds+ 7Kbg Rdg+ 8.Kcz d2
9.Rh6+ Kbs draws, avoiding Kcs? 10.Ras mate.

viii) Kcg 8.Rh4+ Kc3 9.Rc7+ Kb3 10.Rbg+
wins.

“This is a deep 6-man zugzwang (the differ-
ence is seen only 8 moves later) processed with
proper elegance. Despite the large material ad-
vantage, White can easily get on the wrong side
of the reciprocal zugzwang”

No 22194 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1.Rb8/i
Rxes/ii 2.Rh8+ Rhs 3.Rg8 Qb4 (Qd4; Qe1+)
4.Rg7/iii zz Qe4+ 5.Rg2 zz Rbs/iv 6.Qh6+ Rhs
7.Qf6+ Kh3 8.Qc3+ Kh4 9.Qg3 mate.

i) Logical try: 1.Rb7? Rxe5 2.Rh7+ Rhs 3.Rg7
Qa8+ 4.Rg2 Qeq zz 5.Kg1 Qdg+ 6.Kh1 Qe4
7.Kh2 Qes+ 8.Khi Qes4 9.Qd2 Qbi+ 10.Kh2

Qb8+ 11.Kh1 Qb1+ draws. 1.Qh6+? Kg3 (Kga?;
Rb1), or 1.Rb2? Khs 2.Rh2+ Rh4 draw.

No 22194 O. Pervakov
1st commendation
2%

7 7
_

7 2 7
% % % %

/ Y Y Y
AE-/%% //A% %W/
W, B %

hih4 4400.10 4/3 Win

ii) Rf4 2.Rh8+ Kg4 3.Qg1+ wins.

iii) 4.Rg2? Qe4 zz, draws.

iv) Qf3 6.Kg1 Qe4 7.Rh2+ wins.

“With this heavy material the composer
has managed to put both sides into zugzwang
without adding other pieces. The empty board
favourably emphasizes the fascinating geome-
try of the wQ’s moves”.

No 22195 M. Zinar
2nd commendation
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No 22195 Mikhail Zinar (Ukraine). 1...
Kxh4 (Qxdy; g3) 2.dxe8R/ii Kg3/iii 3.Rxe6 Rxe6
4.Rc6 Rxc6 5.Ra6 Rxa6 6.Bc1 wins.

ii) 2.dxe8Q? Rh6 3.Qxe6 Kg3+ 4.Qxh6 stale-
mate, or 2.Rxe8? (d8Q? Kg3;) Kg3 3.Rxe6 Rxe6
4.Rc6 Rxc6 5.Bc1 Rxc1 and Black wins.

iii) Rh6 3.Rxe6 Rhs 4.Rxes wins.

“This is a task: three rook sacrifices in a row”.
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Tourney director Sebastian Palomo (Argentina) sent in total 71 studies by 32 composers from 21
countries to the judge Peter Gyarmati (Hungary). The award, dated 25i2018, had three sections: a
theme section (10 studies by 10 composers), a win section (30 studies by 23 composers) and a draw
section (26 studies by 21 composers). The judge eliminated only one study for technical reasons
(unsound?). The confirmation time (until 1iv2018) did not result in any change.

Theme section

The required theme was: a win study with
minor pieces dominating a Q.

No 22196 A. Zhukov
1st prize
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No 22196 Aleksandr Zhukov (Russia).
1.5d3+/1 Kdé/ii 2.e8Q Bxe8 3.Bxe8 Qh8 4.Se4+
Ke7 5.Bbg+ (Kc7? Kxe8;) Kxe8 6.Ses, and:

— Qxes 7.Bc3 Qds 8.Sf6+ wins, or:

— Qh6 7.Bcs/iii Qgs/iv 8.5f7/v Qg6 9.Sh8

(Sdf6+? Kf8;) Qg7 10.Sd6+ Kf8 11.5f5+ wins.

i) 1.e8Q? Bxe8 2.Bxe8 QhS8 3.Sd3+ (Segq+
Kds;) Kdg, or 1.Kc7? Qxer 2.Sb3+ Kb4 3.e8Q
Qes+ 4.Kc8 Bxe8 5.5d3+ Kxb3 6.Sxes Bxc6
7.5xc6 Kcg 8.Kd7 Kds draws.

ii) Kxc6 2.Ses+ Kcs 3.5xg6, or Kdg 2.5xfg
Qh8+ 3.Kb7 wins.

iii) 7.5d6+? Kf8 (Ke7?; Sbs+) 8.Sf5+ Ke8
9.5xh6 stalemate., or 7.Ba3? Qgs 8.5f7 (Sxgs
stalemate) Qg1, and 9.Se5 Qg1, or here: 9.Shé
Qa1 draws.

iv) Qgy 8.5d6+, or Qh8 8.5g6 win.

v) 8.Sxg5? stalemate, or 8.Sd6+? Kf8, or
8.5¢6? Qg2 draws.

“It is surprising how the bK gets to the wrong
place after the introductory play. Of the two
thematic versions, 6..Qh6 is particularly strong.
Here, White avoids the three stalemate traps
and, after a nice step (7.Bc6), Black is in zug-
zwang. Finally, White has a spectacular knight
sacrifice and with a battery he wins the Q. This
is a very ‘rich’ composition!”.

No 22197 A. Jasik
and prize
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No 22197 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.d7, and:
— Qxas52.d8Q+ (Sd6? Qai+;) Qxd8 3.5d6, with:
- Qf8 4.Kd1/i zz dxc2+ (d2; Ke2) 5.Kxc2 b3+
6.Kb2/iv zz hs 7.5g6+ wins, or:
— d2+ (hs; Sf7+) 4.Kd1 Qf8 5.Ke2 b3z 6.cxb3
d1Q+ 7.Kxd1 hs5 8.Sg6+ wins, or:
— Qxdy 2.Sd6 hs5 3.5g6+ wins.
i) 4.cxd3? Qh6+, or 4.Kb2? d2 win.
ii) 6.Kb1? b2 zz 7.Kxb2 Qb8+ draws. 6.Kc1?
Qhé6+ and Black wins.

“After a short, but interesting introduction,
the bK is in a tight position: the wSf7 threatens
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mate. In both main lines, Black’s counterplay
is based on his pawn moves. If White makes
any mistake, then the bQ breaks out. Howev-
er, if White plays accurately, then Black gets in
zugzwang several times At the end of the play
the h-pawn is forced to move and the S-fork
captures the Q”.
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No 22198 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia). 1...Qh7+ (Qe6; Sd4+) 2.Bfs Qhs
(Qfs; Sxfs) 3.Sd4+ Kds 4.Shf3/i dxcs 5.Beq+
Kdé6 6.5fs5+ Kdy 7.Sgy/ii c4+/iii 8.Kc3/iv, and:
— Qbs 9.Bc6+ Qxc6 (Kxc6; Sdg+) 10.Ses+

wins, or:

— Qg4 (Qh1) 9.Ses5+ wins, or:

— Qh3 9.Bfs+ wins, or:

— Qhé6 9.Se5+ Key (Kd8; Sf7+) 10.Sf5+ wins,
or:

— Qh8 9.Se5+ Kc8 10.Bby+ Kd8 (Kb8; Sdy
mate) 11.5f7+ wins.

i) 4.Be4+? (Be6+?) Kes draws.

ii) 7.Se5+? Kd8 8.Sc6+ Kd7 draws.

iii) Qh8 (Qh6, Qg4, Qh1) 8.Ses+, or Qh3

8.Bf5+ wins as in main line.

iv) 8.Kc2? Qbs 9.Bc6+ Qxc6 10.Ses+ Kdé
11.5xc6 Kxc6 draws, e.g. 12.Kc3 Kbs 13.5e6 c5
14.Sc7+ Kc6 15.5¢8 Kbs. 8.Ke2? Qbs 9.Bc6+
Qxc6 10.Se5+ Kd6 11.Sxc6 Kxc6 draws, e.g.
12.Se6 Kbs 13.Sxc7+ Kxb4.

“This is a classic-style composition: I like
it but there is no introductory play, the study
starting with the theme. White pursues the
king, then 7.Sg7 attacks the Q. It is great that

Black has six choices, but White wins the Q
with nice motifs (bishop sacrifice, double at-
tack, battery) in all lines”.

No 22199 M. Garcia & V. Tarasiuk
special prize
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No 22199 Mario Garcia (Argentina) &
Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 1.g4+ Ke4 2.Bx-
h7+/i, and:

— Kxd4 3.5f3+/ii wins, or:
— Sxh7y 3.d3+, with:
- Ke3 4.Sc2+ Kfg 5.5xe1 St6 6.51f3 d6 7.5xgs/
iii dxes 8.Sxh3+ Kxg4 9.dxes wins, or here:
- Kxd4 (Kfg; Sds mate) 4.5£3+ (Sc2+? Kxes;)
Kxcs 5.5xe1 Kxbg/iv 6.Kxhy Kc3 7.513 bs
8.5xg5 b4 9.Se4+, and now:
o Kxd3 10.g5 Kxe4 11.g6 b3 12.g7 b2 13.g8Q
b1Q 14.Qg6+ wins, or:
o Kc2 10.Sc5 d6 11.Sby b3 12.Sa5 b2 13.Sc4
b1Q 14.Sa3+ wins.

i) Try: 2.d3+? Kxd4 3.53+ Kxcs5 4.Sxe1 Sf6
draws. 2.Bds+? Kxd4 3.Sf3+ Kxcs 4.Sxe1 Sf6
5.Bxb7 (Bf3 Kxb4) Sxg4+ 6.Kxgs5 Sxh2 draws.

ii) Not 3.Sc2+? Kxes 4.Sxe1 Sxhy 5.Kxhy Kf4
6.Kg6 Kxgq 7.Sd3 Kf3/xii 8.Kxgs Kg2 9.5f4+
Kxh2 10.Kg4 b6, and now: 11.5xh3 Kg2 12.5f4+
Kf2 13.Kfs Kf3, or here: 11.cxb6 cxb6 12.Sxh3
Kg2 13.d4 b5 14.Sg5 Kf2 draw.

iii) 7.Kg6? Sxg4 8.Sxg5 Sxh2 9.Sxh3+ Ke3
and White cannot win.

iv) Sf6 6.Kxgs Sxg4 7.Kxg4 Kxb4 8.Kxh3 Kc3
9.Kg3 bs 10.h4 b4 11.h5 b3 12.h6 b2 13.hy b1Q
14.h8Q+ wins, e.g. Kd2 15.5f3+ Kxd3 16.Qhy+.

“The key position occurs after 3.d3+, follow-
ing which the play continues in two main lines.
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The 3...Kxd4 line again has two main lines in
which White wins by an S-fork or another ge-
ometric motif. This is a complex work”.

No 22200 Richard Becker (USA) &
Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine). 1.Rf4+/i Bxfs4
2.Rb6+ Kcg 3.Rc6+/ii Qxc6 4.Sxfg+/iii Kby
5.5ds+ Kag4 6.Sc3+/iv Kbg 7.Sxa2+ Kag 8.Sc3+
Kb4 9.Sds+ Ka4 10.Bf7 Qb7/v 11.Be8+ Qbs
12.S¢c3+ Kb4 13.Sxbs/vi wins.

i) 1.Sec5? a1Q+ 2.Rxa1 Bxf2, or 1.Rb6+? Bxb6
2.Rf4+ Kbs draw.

ii) 3.Sa5+? Kd3 4.Sxf4+ Ke3 5.Sd5+ draws,
e.g. Kf2 6.Be6 a1Q+ 7.Kxa1 Qa8 8.Rbs Qe8
9.5¢c7 Qey.

iii) Try: 4.Sas+? Kbs 5.Sxc6 Bci+ 6.Kxa2
Kxc6 draws.

iv) Try: 6.Bf7? a1Q+ and Black wins.

v) Qc8 11.Sb6+, or Qbs 11.Sc3+, or Kbs
11.Sd4+ wins.

vi) But not 13.Bxbs? stalemate.

“In the introductory play White shows two
spectacular deflection sacrifices with interest-
ing motivation. Then the three white minor
pieces fight against the bQ. White first elimi-
nates the wPaz2, then he forces Black into a zug-
zwang position by the surprising move 10.Bb7!.
Black tries a stalemate trick but this easy to
avoid”

No 22201 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Bhs+

(Rf8? h1Q;) Kxhs 2.Rhy+ Kggq 3.Rxh2 Qx-
c7/i 4.Rha+ (e8Q? Qdé6+;) Kf3 5.Rxfg+ Ke2/ii

No 22200 R. Becker

6.Re4+/iii Kd3/iv 7.Rd4+/v Kxd4 8.Sc6+ Ke4/
vi 9.e8S/vii, and:

— Qb7 (Qc8, Qf7) 10.Sd6+ wins, or:

— Qd7 (Qhy) 10.Sf6+ wins.

i) fxg3 4.Rg2 Qxcy 5.Rxg3+ wins.

ii) Kg2 6.e8Q Qd6+ 7.Kc4 wins.

iii) 6.e8Q? Qd6+ 7.Ka4 Qdi+ draws.

iv) Kxf2 7.e8Q Qd6+ 8.Kc4 Qds+ 9.Kc3 wins.

v) 7.Re3+? Kc2 8.5¢6 Qd6+ 9.Kag Qd110.Rb3
Qa1+ 11.Kb4 Qe1+ draws.

vi) Kd3 (Kds) 9.e8Q wins.

vii) 9.e8Q? Qd6+ 10.Kag Qdi+ draws.

“White pursues the bK at length while skil-
tully avoiding perpetual checks. 7Rd4+!! is a
great sacrifice to avoid perpetual check or a po-
sitional draw. The culmination of the study is
the minor promotion 9.e8S!! with which White
eliminates the last trap — perpetual check - and
achieves the domination”.

HH cooks the 3rd Hon. Mention: A. Zhuk-
ov (Russia), h8g5 0002.45 d6g8.dse2f6h3dyesf-
2hghs 7/6 Win: 1.f7 f1Q 2.Se7/i Qf6+ 3.Kg8
Qxey/ii 4.f8B/iii Qes/iv 5.5f7+ Kfs 6.Sxe5 wins.
But also 2.Kg7 Qa1+ and now 3.Kf8 wins slow-
ly: Qes 4.Se8 Kg6 5.5gf6 d6 6.Sg8 Kgs 7.5¢c7 Kf4
8.5e6+ Kg3 9.Key.

HH also cooks a commendation: P. Arestov
(Russia), e4c8 3114.10 d7f6bgb7h1.d6 5/3 Win:
1.S¢5 Qg4+ 2.Kd3 Sf2+ 3.Rxf2 Qg3+ 4.Kcq Qxf2
5.d7+ Kc7 6.Bas+ Kc6 7.d8S+ Kd6 8.Se4+ wins,
but also 2.Rf4 Sg3+ (Sf2+) 3.Kds Qxf4 4.d7+
Kd8 5.Bas+ Ke7 6.d8Q+ Kf7 7.Bc3 (7JEGTB).

& V. Tarasiuk
1st honourable mention

Biimr
mEN

E///@///
%y@y@ _
e
/%/ £
A& _

2

\

_ _
BmEEE

b2b4 3242.01 6/4 Win

No 22201 P. Arestov
2nd honourable mention
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No 22202 Valery Kalashnikov (Russia).
1.b7/i Rxby/ii 2.Se6+ Ke8/iii 3.axby Kd7y+
4.b8Q/iv Rxay+/v 5.Kxay Qai+ 6.Kby Qhi+/
vi 7.Ka6 Qa1+ 8.Kbs Qb2+ 9.Kc4 Qxb8 10.Sc5+
Kc6 (Kxdé6; Bfg+) 11.Ses+ Kxdé 12.5f7+ Kcé6
13.5d8+ Kc7 (Kb6; Sd7+) 14.Sa6+ (Bfg+? Kc8;)
wins.

i) 1.Bf6? (Se6+? Kf7+;) Qg8 2.b7 Qds 3.Se6+
Qxe6 4.b8Q+ Kf7 draws.

ii) Qxd4 2.b8Q+ Kf7 3.d7 Qxdy 4.5f6 Qc6+
5.Qb7+ Qxb7+ 6.axby Rh8+ 7.b8Q Rxb8+
8.Kxb8 Rbs+ 9.Kc7 Ras 10.Kb6 wins.

iii) Kf7+ 3.Sd8+ Kg6 4.axby Rxay+ 5.Kxay
Qd4+ 6.Ka8 Qxd6 7.Be3z Qxd8+ 8.b8Q wins.

iv) 4.5f8+? Qxf8+ 5.b8Q Qxb8+ 6.Kxb8
Rbs+, or 4.Bd8? Rxay+ 5Kxay Qai+ 6.Kb8
Kxe6 draw.

v) Qxb8+ 5.Kxb8 Rbs+ 6.Ka8 Kxd6 7.Sd8
wins.

vi) Qb2+ 7.Ka8 Qa3+ 8.Qay+ wins.

“After an interesting but very difficult intro-
duction, the play continues with 7 pieces in the
thematic part, in which White wins the Q after
four knight checks”

Win section

No 22203 J. Timman & M. Garcia
1st prize
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No 22203 Jan Timman (the Netherlands) &
Mario Garcia (Argentina). 1.Sh2+/i Khg (Kg3;
Rc6+) 2.Rd4+, and:

— Qxd4 3.e8Q, and:

- Qd3+ 4.Kg8 Bd6 5.Sh1 Bxcy 6.Qey mate, or
here:

- Bga 4.5f3+/ii Bxf3 5.5f5+ exfs 6.Qe1+ Kgs
(Kg4; Qg3 mate) 7.Qg3+ Bga (Kf6; Qg7+)
8.Qf4+ Qxf4 9.Bd8+ Bey 10.Bxe7 mate, or:

— Bg4 3.5f3+/iii Kh3 4.Sg5+ Qxg5 5.e8Q Bb2
6.Rd7 hg 7.Qf8/iv Qbs/v 8.Qf1+ Qxf1 9.Sxf1
wins.

i) 1.Rd4+? Qxd4 2.Sxd4 Bxey, or 1.e8Q?
Qxc7+ 2.Rd7 Qc2+ draw.

ii) 4.Sxg4? Qxg4 5.Qc6 e5 6.Bxes Bb2 7.Qf6+
Kh3 8.Qf1+ Kh4 9.Qh1+ Kgs draws.

iii) 3.e8Q? Qxcy+ 4.Kg8 Kxg3 5.5xg4 Bb2
6.Rd3+ Khs4 7.Qf8 Kxg4 8.Qbsg+ Qfs 9.Qxb2
Qg5+ positional draw.

iv) 7.Qa8? (Qf7? Bf6;) Bfs+ 8.Sxfs Qxfs+
draws.

v) hxg3 8.Qf1+ g2 9.Rd3+ Kh4 10.Bg3+ Khs
11.Qf7+ Qg6+ 12.Qxg6 mate, or Bf6 8.Qa3 hxgs
9.Qxg3 mate.

“There are many options available to both
sides in the starting position and later on. This
is chess! The lines are not long; the study can
be solved by a human. After 3....Qxd4, White
forces the black pieces to wrong squares with a
surprising line-up knight sacrifice. At the end
we see a self-block mate, but I don’t think that
this is the theme of the study”.

No 22204 A. Jasik
and prize
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No 22204 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.a8Q
Rga+ 2.Kxg4 Ray+ 3.Kgs Rxa8 4.Rhi+ Kg7
5.Rf7+/i Qxft7 6.Rhy+ Kf8 (Kg8; gxf7+) 7.Rxf7+
Kg8 8.Kh6 Be6 9.Rg7+/ii Kf8 10.Re7 Bb3 11.Khy
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Bc2 12.Rf7+ Ke8 13.d7+ Kd8 14.Rf8+ Kxdy
15.Rxa8 wins.

i) Thematic try: 5.Rh7+? Qxhy 6.Rf7+ Kh8/
iii 7.Rxhy+ Kg8 8.Kh6 Bfs 9.Rg7+ Kh8 10.Rf7
Bd3 11.d7 Kg8 12.Re7 Bbs draws.

ii) 9.Rey? e.g. Bb3 10.d7 Kf8 draw.

iii) But not: Kg8? 7.gxh7+ Kh8 8.Rf8+ Kxhy
9.d7 Bxd7 10.Rxa8 wins.

“Here we have a brilliant thematic try. After
the rook sacrifice, the main line and themat-
ic shows fine strategic play similar to practical
play. Of course, the study is of artistic value,
not only because of the sacrifices but also be-
cause of the very deep choice between 5.Rf7
and 5.Rhy, and the justification for it”.

No 22205 P. Krug

3rd prize
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No 22205 Peter Krug (Austria). 1.Rc8+
Qxc8 2.Qhs/i Rf6/ii 3.d7 Qf8 4.Sd6 exd6/iii
5.Qhg/iv Qey/v 6.Kh2 Kgy/vi 7.Qgs+ Kh8
8.Qg8+ Kxg8 9.d8Q+ Qxd8 10.e7+ wins.

i) 2.Qh4? Rf6 3.d7 Qa8+ 4.Kh2 Qb8+ 5.Kh3
Qa8 draws.

ii) Qa8 3.Qes+ Rf6+ 4.Bds Qf8 5.d7 wins.

iii) Rfi+ 5.Bxfi Qxfi+ 6.Kh2 Qf2+ 7.Kh3
wins.

iv) 5.Qe8? Rh6+ 6.Kg2 Rg6+ draws.

v) a3 6.Bd3 Rhé6 7.d8Q Qxd8 8.Qxh6 wins.

vi) ds (a3) 7.Bd3 wins.

“After the first couple of moves we have a nat-

ural position on the board with White having
a small material advantage. White develops his

position with quiet moves and Black defends
well. White cannot win solely in a strategic way
so he begins the tactical attack 7.Qgs+. Finally
he creates a winning battery through a Q sacri-
fice. This is a very well-constructed study”.

No 22206 M. Minski,
dedicated to Yochanan Afek (65 years).
4th prlze
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No 22206 Martin Minski  (Germany).
1.Qd2+/i Kbs/ii 2.Bd3+ Kbé/iii 3.Be4 (Qh6+?
Bf6;) h1Q/iv 4.Bxh1 Bc7/v 5.Qe3+/vi Kby 6.Ra8/
vii Bga2+/viii 7.Bxgz Qa2+ 8.Qb3+ (Kc5+?
Qxg2;) Qxb3+ 9.Kcs+ Qds+ (Qf3; Bxfz mate)
10.Bxds mate.

i) 1.Qe1+? Kag (Kbs?; Qxfi+) 2.Bc2+ Kbs
draws.

ii) Qc3 2.Rxc3 h1Q+ 3.Rf3 wins.

iii) Bxd3 3.Qxd3+ Kb4 4.Rc4+ wins.

iv) Bg2 4.Rc6+, or Bey 4.Qe3+ (Qf2+) win.

v) Bbs 5.Qe3+ Kby 6.Rc1 wins.

vi) 5.Qf2+? Kby, since 6.Ra8? Qes mate.

vii) 6.Re8? Bbs (Bcg+, Bd3)/ix draws.
6.Kcs+?2 Kxc8 7.Qe8+ Bd8 8.Qe6+ Kb8 9.Qd6+
Kc8 10.Qc6+ Bey 11.Qe8+ Bd8 draws.

viii) Bbs (Bd3) 7.Qay mate. Kxa8 7.Ke6+ Kb8
8.Qb3z+ Kay 9.Qb7 mate, or Bc4+ 7.Kxcq4+ Qxha
8.Qay+ Kc6 9.Qcs+ Kby 10.Ra7+ and mate.

ix) Avoiding Bg2+? 7.Bxg2 Qa2+ 8.Qb3+
Qxb3+ 9.Kc5+ Kay 10.Ra8 mate.

“This is a spectacular study with elementary
tactical motifs. The culmination of this study is
an impressive Q sacrifice”

— 80 —
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No 22207 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
special prize
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No 22207 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark). 1.Qby/i Bd8+ 2.Sf6+ Sey+/ii 3.Sds5+ Bfs
4.Sc7+/iii Sds+ 5.Khs Bxcy 6.Qxc7+ Ke8 7.Qc6+
Kd8 8.Bg5+ wins.

i) 1.Bxe6+? Kxe6 2.Qc6+ Sd6+ and Black
wins.

ii) Bey 3.Bxe6+ Kxe6 4.Qc8+ Kf7/iv 5.Qg8
mate.

iii) 4.Sb4+? Qxbs3, or 4.Sxe7+? Ke8 and Black
wins.

iv) Kes 5.Rxf5+ (Qxf5+) wins.

“There are many tactical motifs here: a white
battery, White closing a line, a black battery
and Black closing a line, White again, Black
closing a line but opens an another line, a white
battery, a black battery. Unfortunately there is
no real climax. Otherwise this is an excellent
and entertaining study”.

No 22208 N. Huschenbeth & M. Minski
special prize
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No 22208 Niclas Huschenbeth & Martin
Minski (Germany). 1.Re6 Bc8 2.Bf7+/i Bf6+

(Bxe6; Qf8 mate) 3.Rxf6+ Kgs5 4.Rh6 (Rg6+
Kt8;) Kxh6/ii 5.Qxb2 Qe2/iii 6.Qxe2 h1Q 7.Qg4/
iv fxg4 8.Bxe3 model mirror mate.

i) 2.Be8+? Bxe6 and Black wins.

ii) Qb7 5.Rh5+ Kf4 6.Qxd6 Qxf7 7.Qh6+ Ke4
8.Qxe3+ wins.

iii) h1Q 6.Bxe3+ f4 7.Bxf4+ exfs 8.Qf6 (Qgy)
mate, or Qxay 6.Qxh2+ Kgs5 7.Qg3+ Kf6 8.Qgy+
wins.

iv) Thematic try: 7.Qxe3+? f4 8.Qg3 Bga
(fxg3; Be3 mate) 9.Qxg4 Qa8+ 10.Qg8 Qxg8+
draws. 7.Bxe3+? f4 draws.

“The bK is in a tight squeeze and White does
not let it leave h6. Black defends with a spec-
tacular Q sacrifice and with a Q promotion.
White even avoids a simple trap at the end and
after a nice Q sacrifice and a model mirror
mate the game is over”.

No 22209 A. Jasik
1st honourable mention

N %@%
/;/ &
>
JY P -
5 iy
T "
X 0
- B

hs5g8 1331.35 6/8 Win

No 22209 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.dé/i
a1Q/ii 2.Qxa1 b2 3.Qg1+ Kxh8 4.d7 Bey 5.Kh6/
iii Bf8+ 6.Qg7+ Bxgy+ 7.Khs c4+ 8.f5/iv Rxf5+
9.Khg (Kg4? hs+;) b1Q 10.d8Q+ Bf8 11.Qxf8
mate.

i) 1.Qa6? a1Q 2.Qxa1 b2 3.Qe1 b1Q 4.Qe6+
Kxh8 5.Qxf6+ Kg8 draws.

ii) c4+ 2.Kh4 a1Q 3.Qxa1 b2 4.Qgi+ Kxh8
5.d7 Be7 6.Qcs Rxcs 7.b8Q+ Kgz 8.Qxb2 wins.

iii) 5.d8Q+? Bxd8 6.Kh6 Rxby 7.Qxc5 Rgy
8.Qf8+ Rg8 draws.

iv) 8.Kh4? hs 9.d8Q+ Kh7 10.b8Q b1Q and
Black wins.

— 81 —
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“The study is based on a great combination:
6.Qgy!! is a surprising sacrifice but this is not
the end of the game. Black’s counterplay is
simple, but White must play precisely. Another
interesting line is 1...c4+

No 22210 R. Becker
2nd honourable mention
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No 22210 Richard Becker (USA). 1.Sgi/i
Kxg1 2.Bd4+ (Keq? Kg2;) Kg2 3.Bgi/ii Kxf3
4.Rg5 7z a6 5.a3 zz a5 6.a4 zz Kf4 7.Be3+ Kf3
8.Rg3 mate.

i) 1.5g5? Qfi+ and Black wins. 1.5f4+? Kxf3
draws.

ii) 3.Rg5+? Kh3 4.Rh5+ Kg2 5Rgs+ Kh3
6.Rg3+ Kxh2 draws.

“There are two fine sacrifices on g1, after
which the bQ cannot escape from the corner.
4.Rgs seems to win immediately, but Black still
has pawn moves. White avoids a zugzwang po-
sition and wins”.

No 22211 D. Gurgenidze
& M. Minski
3rd honourable mention
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No 22211 David Gurgenidze (Georgia)
& Martin Minski (Germany). 1.Qai+/i Kg2
2.Qb2+ Kh3/ii 3.Qh8 Qxdy/iii 4.Qc8 Sb8 5.Khs/
iii Kxgs/iv 6.Qxb8+ Kg2 7.Qg8+ Kh1 8.b8R/v
wins.

i) Thematic try: 1.Qh8? Qxdy as the bK is
at hi1. 1.g4? Sbg, and 2.d8Q QxdS8, or 2.g5 Sxdy
draw.

ii) Now the bK is at h3.

iii) Qdé+ 4.Kgs+ Kg2 5.b8Q Sxb8 6.d8Q
wins.

iv) Kg2 6.Qxdy Sxdy 7.g4 (Kg4) wins.

v) 8.b8Q? Qfs+ (Qh3+) with stalemate to
follow.

“This is a nice tactical work with a very good
introduction. White forces the bK into a wrong
place (Kh3) with an attractive Q manoeuvre.
5.Khs is a nice silent move. The rook promo-
tion crowns the work’.

No 22212 A. Zhukov
4th honourable mention
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No 22212 Aleksandr Zhukov  (Russia).
1.Sbs/i Rxagq+/ii 2.Kxag Qa6+ 3.Kb3z Qxbs/
iii 4.Qc4+/iv dxc4+ 5.dxc4 Qa6 6.bs+ Qxbs+
7.cxbs+ wins.

i) 1.Se8? Rxag+ 2.Kb2 Raz2+ 3.Kxaz Qa8+
4.Kb3 Qxe8 s5.hs Kbs 6.Qg2 e4 7Qaz Kc6
8.Qag+ bs 9.Qa6+ Kc7 10.Qaz+ Kdé6 11.h6 Qhs
12.Qcs+ Ke6 13.dxe4 Qf3+ 14.Qc3 Qxe4 draws.

“The theme of this study is domination. The
position looks like a practical game but White
forces a domination with an attractive Q sac-
rifice. On the first move there is a try which is
somewhat complicated”

— 82 —
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No 22213 A. Skripnik
sth honourable mention
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No 22213 Anatoly Skripnik (Russia). 1.b6
(Be8? Bxa6+;) Sxa6+/i 2.Kd8 Qb8+ 3.Bc8/ii Sbg
4.Ras+ Sa6 5.Rxa6+ (Raes? Sby;) bxa6 6.b7+
Kay 7Kd7 as/iii 8.Rd6 a4 9.Kc6 Kaé6 10.Rds
a3 (Kay; Ras mate) 11.Rd3 Kas (a2; Raz mate)
12.Rxa3+ wins.

i) Qxa6 2.Bc6 bxc6 3.Ras5 Qxas 4.Re8 Qa1
5.Rxb8 mate.

ii) 3.Ke7? Qh8 4.Kf7 Qhy+ 5.Kf8 Qh8+ po-
sitional draw, avoiding Qg8? 4.Kf6 Qd8+ 5.Kg6
Qxdy 6.Re8+ Sb8 7.Ras mate.

iii) Qh2 8.Rxa6+ Kxa6 9.b8Q+ wins.

“White catches the bQ with clever play. The
game is not just about strategy, see for example
the nice battery after 7...Qh2".

No 22214 P. Krug
special honourable mention
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No 22214 Peter Krug (Austria). 1.Bxes+/i
Rxes/ii 2.Sd2 Sxd3/iii 3.c3+/iv Bxc3 4.Rcq+
Sxc4 5.Rds5+ Rxds 6.Qe4+ Rxe4 7.5f3 mate.

i) 1.Qc6? Rxh4+ 2.Kg1 Rg4+ draws.

ii) Kxes 2.Rxbs+ Sxbs 3.Rc5+ Kf6 4.Qc6+
wins.

iii) exd2 3.Qg1+ Re3 4.Qg7+, or Rxas 3.53+
Rxf3 4.Qxf3 wins.

iv) 3.5£3+? Rxf3 draws e.g. 4.cxd3 Rxas 5.bxas
a3.

“White forces the black pieces closer to his
king then his knight gives a self-block mate.
Bazlov has already perfectly elaborated on this
theme (EG#16475)”.

No 22215 A. Rusz
special honourable mention
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No 22215 Arpad Rusz (Rumania). 1.Rf7+/i
Kg4/ii 2.g7 Rgs 3.Kh1/iii hs/iv 4.Rf2/v h4 5.Kh2
Rxg7 6.Rg2+ wins.

i) 1.gxh7? Rb8 2.Rf7+ Kg5 3.Rg7+ Kh6 4.Rg8
Rb2+, or 1.g7? Rg5+ 2.Kf2 Rg6 draw.

ii) Kg5 2.g7 Rb8 3.Rf8, or Keg 2.gxhy Rhs
3.Kg3 Kes 4.Kg4 win.

iii) Thematic try: 3.Kh2? hs 4.Rfi Rxgy
5.Rg1+ Kh4 6.Rxg7 stalemate.

iv) Rhs+ 4.Kg1 Rgs 5.Rf2 Kh3+ (Kh4+; Rg2)
6.Kh1 Rxgy 7Rh2+ Kg4 8.Rg2+ Khs 9.Rxg7, or
Khy4 4.Rf4+ Khs 5.Rf5 wins.

v) Thematic try: 4.Rfi? Khs/xi 5.Rg1 hg
6.g8Q Rxg8 7.Rxg8 echo chameleon stalemate.
But HH observes that also the 6...Rxg1+ 7.Kxg1
(Qxg1) stalemate, and the chameleon echo is
lost.

xi) h4? 5.Kh2 Rxg7 6.Rg1+ wins.

“The winning motif comes from G. Amiry-
an (EG#7173). The author added two nice

echo stalemates and the surprising king move
3.Kha!”
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No 22216 V. Neishtadt
commendation
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No 22216 Vladimir Neishtadt (Russia).
1.Ra1+ Sa4/i 2.Rxaq+ Bay (Qay; Rxay+) 3.Rxaz+
Qxay (Kxay; Sbs+) 4.Sbs c2 5.5xa7 b3 6.Sbs b2
7.Rh8 mate.

i) Bay 2.Rxay+ Kb8 3.Rxb7y+ Ka8 4.Rai+
wins.

“The white rooks dominate the play with
mate threats”.

No 22217 A. Zhukov
commendation
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No 22217 Aleksandr  Zhukov
1.Qas+ Kb2 2.Qd2+ Kai/i 3.Bds Qfi+ 4.Kay/ii
Qg1+ 5.Ka8/iii Qb1 6.Qc3+ (Qas+? Kb2;) Qb2
7.Qas+ Kb1 8.Be4+ Kc1 9.Qe1 mate.

i) Ka3z 3.Bds Qa1 4.Kas wins.

ii) 4.Kas? Qb1 5.Qc3+ (Kag; Qb2) Qb2
6.Qe1+ Qba, or 4.Kb6? Qb1+ 5.Kay f5 draw.

iii) 5.Kb7? Qb1+ 6.Ka8 (Kc8) f5 draws.

(Russia).

“We see a nice manoeuvre of the wK to the
corner but there is at least a partial anticipation
(J. Vancura)”.

No 22218 P. Arestov & R. Becker
commendation
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No 22218 Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Richard
Becker (USA). 1.cy7 (Bh3? Rc1;) Rf6+ (Rc1; Bby
mate) 2.Kbs Rf8 (Rf7; Bdy) 3.Bh3/i Kb7 4.c8Q+
Rxc8 5.a6+ (Bxc8+? Kxc8;) Kcy/ii 6.a7 Ra8/iii
7.Ka6 Rg8 8.Bfs/iv Re8 9.a4 hé6/v 10.a5/vi hs
11.Bh3 Rg8 12.Bg2 Rg6+ 13.Kbs Rgs+ 14.Kbg
Rga+ 15.Kc3 Rg3+ 16.Kd4 Rgq+ 17.Ke3 Rg3+
18.Kf4 Rg4+ 19.Kfs Rg8 20.Bds/vii h3 (Res;
Kf4) 21.Ke4/viii h2 (Rd8; Kf3) 22.Kd4 wins.

i) 3.Ba6? h3 4.Kb6 Rf6+ draws. 3.Be6? Kby
4.c8Q+ Rxc8 5.a6+ Kc7 and Black wins.

ii) Kb8 6.a7+ Kb7 7.Bxc8+ wins.

iii) Rg8 7.Bg2 Rg5+ e.g. 8.Kcq Rga+ 9.Kcs
Rgs+ 10.Kd4 Rg4+ 11.Kes Rgs+ 12.Kfs4 Ras
13.a8Q Rxa8 14.Bxa8 wins.

iv) 8.Bg2? Rg3 9.a4 Rg6+ 10.Kbs Rg5+ 11.Kcq
Rga+ 12.Kb3 Rg3+ draws.

v) h3 10.Bxh3 Rg8 11.Bf5 Re8 12.a5 h6 13.Bh3
Rg8 14.Bg2 wins.

vi) 10.Bh3? Rg8 11.Bg2 Rg6+ 12.Kbs h513.Kcg
Rg4+ 14.Kb3 Rg3+ draws.

vii) 20.a8Q? Rxa8 draws, e.g. 21.Bxa8 h3
22.Kf4 h2 23.Kg3 Kb8 24.Be4 Kay 25.Kxh2 Kaé.

viii) 21.Bxg8? Kby, or 21.Kf4? h2, draw.

“This seems to be a strategic work and not a
technical one and hard to be solved by human”.
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No 22219 L Kekely & M. Hlinka
commendation
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No 22219 Lubos Kekely & Michal Hlinka
(Slovakia). 1.Be3+ Rd2 2.Bhs g6/i 3.Bf3/ii bg
4.Ka2 g5 5.Bga/iii b3+/iv 6.Kxb3 b5 7.Kaz bsg
8.Kb3 Kb1 9.Bxd2 c1Q 10.Bfs+ Ka1 11.Bxc1 g4
12.Bb2 mate.

i) bg 3.Ka2 b3+ (g6; Bf3) 4.Kxb3 g6 5.Bf3 g5
6.Bg4 bs 7.Ka2 b4 8.Kb3 wins.

ii) 3.Be2? b4 4.Ka2 b3+ 5.Kxb3 Kb1 6.Bxd2
c1S+, or 3.Bg4? b4 4.Kaz2 b3+ 5.Kxb3 Kb1 6.Bxd2
c1Q draw.

iii) 5.Kb3? g4 6.Bxg4 bs 7.Ka2 b3+ 8.Kxb3 bg
9.Ka2 b3+ 10.Kxb3 Kbi1 11.Bxd2 c1Q 12.Bf5+ Ka1
13.Bxc1 stalemate.

iv) bs 6.Kb3 Kb1 7.Bxd2 as in main line.

“This is a study ending in mate. After the
pinning of the rook, the wB moves precisely”

No 22220 V. Tarasiuk
commendation
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No 22220 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Russia). 1.Kc2
d3+ 2.Ke1 d2+ 3.Kc2/i d1Q+ 4.Kxd1 Kbi 5.Bgy
e5 6.Bxes a2 7.Ba1 ¢58.Sc¢y/ii ¢4 9.Sbs c310.Sa3+/
iii Kxa1 11.Kc1 (Kc2? ¢2;) c2 12.5xc2 mate.

i) 3.Kxd2? Kb1 4.Bg7 e5 5.Bxes a2 (c5) 6.Ba1
¢5 7.5¢7 c4 8.Sbs c3+ draws.

ii) 8.Sb6? c4 9.Sd5 c¢3 10.Sbg c2+ 11.Sxc2
stalemate.

iii) 10.Sxc3+? Kxa1 11.Kc1 stalemate.

“The white minor pieces fight against the
black pawns. White sacrifices his bishop in or-
der to force the king into the corner. Finally the
knight delivers mate”

Draw section

No 22221 A. Jasik
1st prize
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No 22221 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.Sb2+/i
Ke4 )Ke2; Qcg+) 2.h8Q/ii Sc6+ 3.Qxc6+ bxc6
4.Qe8+ Kfg 5.Qb8+ Keq 6.Qe8+ Kdg 7.Qh8+
Kds 8.Qhs+ Kesq 9.Qe8+ Kd4 10.Qh8+ Qf6
11.Qxf6+ Kegq 12.Sa4/iii f1Q/iv 13.Sc5+ Kds
14.Qgs+ draws.

i) 1.Qcq+? (h8Q? a1Q;) Kd2 2.Qxd4+ Ker
3.h8Q Qxdi1 4.Qxe3+ Kf1 wins.

ii) Thematic try: 2.Qxd4+? Kxd4 3.h8Q+
Qf6 4.Qxf6+ Kes 5.5a4 f1Q 6.Scs5+ Kds 7.Qgs+
Kc6 8.Qg6+ Kcy wins.

iil) 12.Qg6+? Kf3 13.Qf5+ Kg3 14.Qes+ Kh3
wins.

iv) a1Q 13.Scs+ Kds 14.Qfs5+ Kdé 15.Qd3+
draws.

“This is a study in a classic style. There is a
very good thematic try which perfectly har-
monizes with the main line. White avoids the
threats with Q sacrifices, and it seems that he
has reached a draw by perpetual check but
Black rebuilds his threats with a spectacular Q
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sacrifice and promotes his pawn on a1 or f1. In
both lines White is saved by a perpetual check”.

No 22222 O. Pervakov
2nd prize
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No 22222 Oleg Pervakov (Russia). 1...
Sc2+/i 2.Rxc2 Rxas+ 3.Kbg4/ii Bei+ 4.Sc3/iii
Bxc3+ 5.Rxc3 bxcq 6.dxc4 Rdes 7.Rb3 Kaz
8.Rb2+ Kai/iv 9.Rb3 Res 10.Re3 Rf5 11.Rf3 Rgs
12.Rg3 Rhs 13.Rh3, and:

— Rxh3 14.Kxas Rc3 15.Kbs Kb2 16.¢c5 Kb3 17.c6
draws, or:
— Kb2 14.Rxhs Rxhs 15.c5 draws.

i) Rxas+ 2.Kxb4 bxcg 3.5xg3 draws.

ii) 3.Kb3? bxc4+ 4.dxc4 Rd1 wins.

iii) Logical try: 4.5d2? Bxd2+ 5.Rxd2 bxcq
6.dxc4 Rxd2 7.Kxas Rc2 8.Kbs Kb2 9.c5 Kc3
10.c6 Kd4 11.Kb6 Kds 12.c7 Kd6 wins.

iv) Kxb2 stalemate.

“This study has very well-justified introduc-
tory play with a thematic try which is related
to one of the draw positions. In the main line
White is a rook down but defends with stale-
mate threats. If Black avoids these, the pawn
secures the draw against the bR. In the themat-
ic try White loses in a similar position because
he misses one tempo”.

HH cooks the 3rd prize: A. Zhukov, g5h8
0740.22 fgc2czhsds.bsb6gigy 5/6 Draw: 1.by
g2 2.Rf8+ Bg8 3.Rxg8+ Kxg8 4.b8Q+ Rc8
5.Qg3 R8c5+ 6.Kg6 Rxbs 7.Bf3 g1Q 8.Qxg1 Recs

9.Bds5+ Rxds 10.Qcs Rbxcs stalemate. But: 7...

Rbé6+ 8.Kf5, and now: Res+ 9.Ke4 Rb4+ 10.Kd3
Rb3+, and 11.Kd3 Rxf3, or 11.Kd2 Ras, or 11.Ke4
Rc4+ 12.Kds Rec3 and Black wins.

No 22223 A. Jasik
4th prize
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No 22223 Andrzej Jasik (Poland). 1.g6 h2

2.£7/i Qfi (h1Q; £8Q+) 3.gxhy h1Q 4.Qgu/ii, and:

— Qfxg15.8Q+ Kay 6.h8Q Qxh8 7.Qxh8 draws,
or:

— Qhxg1 5.h8Q+ Kay 6.£8Q Qxf8+ 7.Qxf8
draws.

i) 2.gxh7? h1Q 3.7 Qh6 4.Qes Qf8+ wins.

ii) Thematic try: 4.Qg2? Qfxg2/iv 5.£8Q+
Ka7y 6.h8Q Qxh8 7.Qxh8 Qxd2 wins. If 4.Qe1?
Qxe1 5.f8Q+ Kay 6.Qcs+ Kaé6 7.Qcq+ bs wins.

iii) But not: Qhxg2? 5.h8Q+ Kay 6.£8Q Qxf8+
7.Qxf8 Qxd2 8.Qcs+ Kb8 9.Qf8+ draws.

“The structure of this study is complex, with
excellent strategic content. There are two white
and one black Q promotions. Black has a hid-
den winning position, but this is not easily vis-
ible. White avoids this in the main line with an
impressive Q sacrifice on g1. The other Q sacri-
fice on g2 is the thematic try”.

HH cooks a special prize: P. Krug (Austria),
V. Tarasiuk (Ukraine) & M. Garcia (Argenti-
na), g2a6 0533.24 bghga3d8b2.e4f6bsgageha
5/8 Draw: 1.Rh8 Rh3 2.Rxh3 gxh3+ 3.Kh1 Bxf6
4.e5 Bxes 5.Rxbs Sd1 6.Rb6+ Kas 7.Rbs+ Kag
8.Rbg+ Ka3 9.Rf4 Kb3 10.Rf1 Sc3 11.Re1 draws.
However: 10...Sb2 11.Re1 Bd4 12.Kxh2 Sd2
wins (FEGTB).
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No 22224 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
& M. Minski
special prize
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No 22224 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark) & Martin Minski (Germany). 1.5f6+
Rxf6 2.g8Q+ Rxg8 3.Bxg8+ Kh8 4.Rb1/i Qh2/ii
5.Kb2 Sd3++ 6.Ka1 Sc3/iii 7.Ra2/iv Qb8 (Sxa4;
Rxh2) 8.Qdi/v Qh2/vi 9.Qag4/vii Qb8/viii
10.Qd1 draws.

i) 4.Rxa2? Qegq+ 5Kb2 Qes+ 6.Kaz Rf3+
wins.

ii) Qg2 5.Kb2 Sd3++ 6.Ka1 Sc3 7.Rxc3 Sxcs
8.Bxds, and: Qxds 9.Rb8+ Kh7 10.Qxc4 Ra6+
11.Kb1 (Kb2) draws, or here: Sxa4 9.Bxg2 Sxc3
10.Rc1 Rf2 11.Rxc3 Rxg2 12.Rxc4 Kg7 13.Kb1 Kf6
14.Kc1 draws.

iii) Qes+ 7.Kxaz Qe2+ 8.Kai Qes+ 9.Kaz
draws.

iv) 7.Rxc3? Sxcs, or 7.Qe8? Qb2+ 8.Rxb2 Rfi1+
9.Rb1 Rxb1 mate.

v) 8.Rxb8? Rf1+ 9.Rb1 Rxb1 mate.

vi) Qes 9.Bd4, and Sxd1 10.Bxes draws, or:
Qxd4? 10.Qxhs+ and Black wins.

vii) 9.Rxh2? Ra6+ 10.Ra2 Rxa2 mate.

viii) Qes 10.Qay Sbs+ 11.Bd4 Sxay (Sxdg4;
Qhy+) 12.Bxes

“After 5.Kb2 the play is nice and Black has
several mate threats which White avoids with
sacrifices. The pendulum moves of the Qs are
beautiful. The difficult introductory play leads
to difficult lines. I think it is not easy for a hu-
man to evaluate the 4...Qg2 line”

No 22225 P. Kiryakov & M. Minski
1st honourable mention
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No 22225 Petr Kiryakov (Russia) & Martin
Minski (Germany). 1.f7/i Bga+/ii 2.Kf3/iii Re3+
3.Kxe3 Bd6 4.Shé6 f4+/iv 5.Kf3/v g6 6.5f5 gxfs
7.18Q+ Bxf8 8.Kxf4 Bd6+ 9.Kxfs draws.

i) 1.fxg7+? Kxg7 2.Kxe5 Kg6 wins.

ii) g5+ 2.Kxes, or Re4+ 2.Kf3 draw.

iil) 2.Kxg3? f4+ 3.Kgq hs+ 4.Kxfs (Kf3 Rfs;)
Re1 5.f8Q Rf1+ wins.

iv) gxh6 5.£8Q+ Bxf8 6.Kf4 hs 7.Kxfs Bdé
8.Kgs draws.

v) Thematic try: 5.Ke4? g6 6.5f5 gxfs5+ wins.

“This is a very cute little work. The key mo-
tif is simple: the wrong corner leads to a draw,
but White must capture both f-pawns. In the
main line this succeeds but in the thematic try

it does not. Black’s counterplay is based on the
impressive sacrifices: 1...Bg3+, 2...Re3+. Nice”.

No 22226 P. Arestov & D. Keith
2nd honourable mention
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No 22226 Pavel Arestov (Russia) & Daniel
Keith (France). 1.d7 Rd1 2.Sb3/i Rxdy 3.fxe6,
and:

— Rc7 4.Sbdg (Scd4? Kf6;) Kf6 5.Se3 Rc8+
6.Kh7 Bgi/ii 7.5d5+ Kes 8.Sb6 Rcy+ (Re8;
Sf3+) 9.Sd7+ Kd6 10.Sbs+ draws, or:

— Rey (Kxe6; Scs) 4.Se3/iii Kxe6/iv 5.Scs+
(Sd4+? Kdy;) Kf6/v 6.Sd5+/vi draws.

i) 2.5e3? (fxe6? Kxe6;) Rxdy 3.Sg4+ Kxfs
4.Sxh2 es, and: 5.Kf8 Rd2 6.5f3 Rf2 wins, or:
5.5e2 Kg6 6.Sg4 Rd8+ mate

ii) Bd6 7.e7 Bxe7 (Kxe7; Sefs+) 8.Sds5+ wins.

iii) 4.Sbd4? Kf6 5.Se3 Re8+ 6.Khy Bd6 wins.

iv) Bg1 (Rxe6; Sga+) 5.Sd4, and: Bxe3 6.5c6+,
or Kxd4 6.Sf5+ draws.

v) Kdé6 6.5f5+, or Kes 6.Sg4+ draws.

vi) 6.5g4+? Kg6 7.5xh2 Re8 mate.

“We see two knights vs. rook and bishop in
two main lines. It is not easy to find the best
play for White, especially after 3 ... Rcy. White
creates threats by silent knight moves and
reaches the draw by forks. This is a remarkable
composition”.

No 22227 M. Hlinka & L. Kekely
3rd honourable mention
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No 22227 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely
(Slovakia). 1.g7+ Khy/i 2.Sg5+ Kg8 3.f7+ Kxgy
4.18Q+ Kxf8 5.7+ Qxey+/ii 6.Rxe7 Bb6+ 7.Rcy
(Kd7? Rcz+;) Reeo/iii 8.b4 Kg8/v 9.Se6 Rxe6
10.Kd7 Bxcy 11.Kxe6 draws.

i) Kg8 2.f7+ Kxg7 3.Rg2+ Khy 4.£85+ Kh8
5.5g6+ Khy 6.5f8+ draws.

ii) Kg7 6.Se6+ Kf6 7.85+ Kf7 8.5d6+ draws.

iii) Bxcy+ 8.Kd7 Rc3 9.Se6+, or Rxcy 8.Se6+
draw.

“White has a big material disadvantage but
by advancing his pawns he creates serious
threats. In the main line the position quickly
simplifies. Black keeps the initiative with the
excellent move. 7...Rc6! White defends with
fine silent moves and eliminates all dangers.
The sublines of this work are also interesting.
In the introductory play, in two side variants a
knight promotion saves the game”.

No 22228 A. Gasparyan
4th honourable mention
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No 22228 Aleksey Gasparyan (Armenia).
1.Ses5/i Sxd2 2.Sg4+ Khi 3.Bxd2 Bxe3/ii 4.Sxe3
g1Q 5.Bf3+ Kh2 6.5f1+ Qxf1 7.Bxf4+ Kg1 8.Be3+
Kh2 9.Bf4+ perpetual check.

i) 1.5g5? Sxd2 2.Bxd2 Bf2 3.Kf5 g1Q 4.5f3+
Kg2 5.5xg1 h2 6.Se2 h1Q wins.

ii) h2 4.Sxh2 Kxh2 5.Bf3 Bxe3 6.Bxg2 Kxg2
7.Be1 draws.

“This is a small but lovely study where play
begins with a really good key move. White also
avoids a try on the second move but he cannot
stop the black pawn promoting. The highlight
of the study is the nice knight sacrifice 6.5f1+
after which the study ends in perpetual chess”
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No 22229 A. Rusz
special honourable mention
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No 22229 Arpdd Rusz (Rumania). 1.b7/i
Rxby (Rb3; Scs5) 2.Sxf4+ Kga/ii 3.dy/iii Rxdy
4.Shs, and:

— Rh3 5.Bf5+ Kxfs stalemate, or:
— Rf35.5f6+ Rxf6 stalemate

i) 1.Sxf4+? Kh2/v 2.b7 (Bfs Rxd6+;) Rb3/vi
3.Be4 Rxd6+, and: 4.Kg7 Rdg, or: 4.Kgs5 Kg3
draw.

ii) Kh2 3.Shs Re3 (Rf3; Be4) 4.5f6 (Bfs? Rb6;)
Re6 5.d7/vii draws.

iii) 3.Shs? Rg1 4.d7 Rd1 wins.

iv) Ra3z 5.5f6 draws.

v) But not: Kh4? 2.Bf5s Rxd6+ 3.Sg6+ draws.

vi) But not: Rxb7? 3.Shs Rf3 4.Be4 draws.

vii) But not 5.Se4? Rb1 6.d7 Rd1 wins.

“We see model stalemates in two main lines.

After P. Joita (EG#8186)”.

No 22230 N. Akimov
commendation
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No 22230 Nikolai Akimov (Kazakhstan).
1.Ke7 bs 2.Kd6 b4 3.Kcs b3 4.Kb4 b2 5.Kc3, and:
— b1Q (b1R) stalemate, or:

— biS+ 6.Kb2 (Kb3, Kb4) Sa3 7.Kxa3 and Black
is stalemated.

“We see white and black stalemate positions
in two lines, a positional draw (after 5...b1iB),

and an underpromotion”

No 22231 A. Rusz
commendation
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No 22231 Arpdd Rusz (Rumania). 1.f3+
Qxf3 2.Kc6 Kd3+ 3.Kbs Qds+ 4.Kag/i Kcg
5.Ka3 Qd1 6.Rb6 Qhi/ii 7.Rb3/iii Qa8+/iv 8.Kb2
Qg2+ 9.Ka3 Qc2 10.Rbg+ (Rb6? Qxc3+;) Kxc3
11.Rc4+ Kxc4 stalemate.

i) Thematic try: 4.Kb4? Qdé6+/v 5.Kaq Kcg
6.Bas Qdi1 wins.

ii) Kxc3 7.Rc6+ Kd3z 8.Rd6+, or Qci+ 7.Kaz
Qc2+ 8.Bb2 draws.

iii) 7Bb2? Qa8+ and mate, or 7.Bas? Qa1
mate.

iv) Qd1 8.Rb6 draws, but not: 8. Rb7? Qdé6+
9.Kb2 Qh2+ 10.Ka3 Kxc3 wins.

v) But not Qc4+? 5.Kaz Kc2 6.Rb2+ Kxc3
7.Rc2+ Kxc2 echo stalemate.

“This study with restricted material has echo
stalemate positions, a positional draw, and a
thematic try. Some moves are difficult to find”
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No 22232 R. Becker
special commendation
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No 22232 Richard Becker (USA). 1.Rbi+/i
Kf2 2.Rb2+ Kxg3/ii 3.Rg2+ Kh3a/iii 4.Rh2+ Kg3
5.Rg2+ Kf3 6.Se7 Sxey/iv 7Rxgy Sfs 8.Rg6/v
Shg4/vi 9.Rgy/vii Kf2 10.Rby/viii Rf4/ix 11.Rb2+
(Kh2? Sf3+;) Kg3 12.Kg1 Sf3+ 13.Kf1 Se5+ 14.Kg1
Sf3+ 15.Kf1 Sha++ 16.Ke1 Rfi+ 17.Kd2 draws.

i) 1.g4? Se3 2.Rxgy Rf3 3.Kh2 Kf2 4.Rhy
Sxg4+ 5.Kh1 Kf1 wins.

ii) Kf3 3.g4 Sg3+ 4.Kh2 Se2 5.5h6 gxh6 (Rh8;
Rb3+) 6.Kh3 draws (7JEGTB).

iii) Kf4 4.Se7 Sg3+ 5.Kg1 draws.

iv) Sg3+ 7.Kg1 Se2+ 8.Kf1 Sg3+ 9.Kg1 draws.

v) 8.Ray? Se3 9.Kh2 Rh8+ 10.Kg1 Rg8+ wins.

vi) Se3 9.Kg1 Rf7 10.Rg8 draws.

vii) 9.Ra6? Kg3 10.Ra3+ Sf3 wins.

viii) 10.Ra7? Rf4 11.Ra2+ Kg3 12.Kg1 Sf3+
13.Kf1 Sh2++ 14.Ke1 Rf1+ 15.Kd2 Rf2+ wins.

ix) Rh8 11.Rb2+ Kf1 12.Rbi+ Kf2 13.Rb2+
Kg3 14.Kg1 Sf3+ 15.Kf1 Rh1+ 16.Ke2 Rh2+ 17.Kf1
Sd2+ 18.Ke1 Sf3+ 19.Kf1 Rxb2 stalemate.

“This is a very difficult study with two phases.

White reaches stalemate in one line and a posi-
tional draw in the other”.

No 22233 B. Buyannemekh
special commendation
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No 22233 Bizya Buyannemekh (Mongo-
lia). 1.513 e4 2.Se1/i Bxe1+ 3.Kxc2 Bxas 4.Rb1+/
ii Kxa2 5.Rb2+ Ka3 6.Rb1 e1R/iii 7.Ra1+ Rxa1
stalemate.

i) 2.Kxc2? exf3 3.Rb1+ Kxa2 4.a6 Bb8
ii) 4.Re3? e1Q 5.Rxe1+ Bxe1 wins.

iii) e1Q 7.Rai+ Qxa1 stalemate, or Kxag4
7.Ra1+ Kbs 8.Rxas+ Kxas 9.Kd2 draws.

HH cooks a special commendation: A. Jasik
(Poland) & M. Garcia (Argentina), gsh3 1147.38
ere2bgh1d6c418.a2d2f5a3d4ds5f4g3g7h2hg 8/12
BTM, Draw: 1...f3 2.Rxh2+ Kxh2 3.Sxc4 f2

4.Qe2 Bg2 5.5e5 f1Q 6.Qxf1 Shy+ 7.Kxhg Bxfi

8.5f3+ Kg2 9.5xd4 Sf6 10.Se6 Se4 11.Sg5 Sxgs
12.Kxgs5 Kf3 13.Bxa3 Bcg 14.Kh4 Bxa2 15.Bcs Bb1
16.Bd4 Bxfs5 17.Bxg7 g2 18.Bd4 Ke2 19.Kg3 Beg
20.Be3 Kf1 21.Kh2 draws. But 12...Kh1 13.Bxa3
g2 14.Bcs g1Q+ 15.Bxg1 Kxg1 16.Kg6 Bd3 17.a4
Kf2 18.a5 Ke2 19.a6 Bxa6 20.Kxgy d4 and Black
wins.
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The Argentina Society of Chess Problemists (UAPA) organized a jubilee tourney for Peter Krug
(Austria). Tourney director Mario Garcia received 59 studies by 37 composers from 15 countries.
The provisional award was dated 512018 and became final on 6iii2018. One study was eliminated

because of anticipation.

HH: The number of studies in the award is excessive.

Win section

No 22234 P. Arestov
1st prize
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No 22234 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Se3+
Ke2/i 2.Rg2+ Ke1 3.Sc2+/ii Kd1 (Kfi; Rxh2)
4.Kcq/iii c5 (Qxg2; Se3+) 5.5e3+/iv Ke1 6.Kb3/v
Qb8+/vi 7.Ka2 Qay+ 8.Kb1 (Kc2? Qag;) Qayg/
vii 9.Rb2/viii Qe4+ 10.Kc1/ix Qa4 (c4; Bhg+)
11.Bh4+ Qxh4 12.5g2+ wins.

i) Kc1 2.5f1+, or Ke1 2.Bh4+ Ke2 3.Rg2+ wins.

ii) 3.Rxh2? stalemate. 3.Kc4? Qhy 4.Sc2+ Kf1
5.5e3+ Ke1 draws.

iii) 4.Rxh2? stalemate.
iv) 5.Rxh2? stalemate.
v) 6.Rxh2? stalemate. 6.Kc3? Qes+ draws.

vi) Qhy 7.Ka2 Qaz+ 8.Kb1 Qb6+ 9.Kc1 Qb4
10.Sc2+ wins.

vii) Qb6+ 9.Kc1 Qb4 10.Sc2+ wins.
viii) 9.Sc2+? Kf1 10.Se3+ Ke1 repeats.

ix) 10.Ka1? Qag+ 11.Kb1 Qeg4+, or 10.Rc2?
Qb4+ 11.Rb2 Qe4+ repeat.

“This is an outstanding miniature with the
domination theme, stalemate-avoidance and
quiet king moves”.

No 22235 M. Campioli
and prize
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No 22235 Marco Campioli (Italy). 1.Bas+/i
Kxag (Kxas; e8Q) 2.e8Q Sdg4/ii 3.Qf7/iii f2
4.Qxf2/iv Bcg+ 5.Ka1/v Sb3+ 6.Kb1 Bd3+ 7.Qc2
Bxca+ 8.Kxc2 Sd4+/vi 9.Kd3 Sf3/vii 10.Bcy/viii
Sgs 11.Bd8 Sf7 (Shy; e6) 12.h7 Sxes+ (Bb2; e6)
13.Ke4 Sf7 14.Bf6/ix Bb2 15.Kf5 (Bxb2? Sg5+;)
Kb3/x 16.Bxb2/xi Kxb2 17.Kf6 (Kg6) Sh8 18.Kg7
c519.Kxh8 c4 20.Kg8/xii ¢3 21.h8Q wins.

i) 1.axbs? f2 2.e8Q f1Q 3.Qey+ ¢5 4.Qhg+
Kxbs draws. If 1.e8Q? Sc3+ and Black wins.

ii) f2 3.Qf7 Sd4 4.Qxf2 see main line.

iii) 3.Qhs? (Qa8?) Bcg+ draws.

iv) 4.h7? 11Q 5.Qxf1 Bxf1 6.h8Q Bc4+ draws.

v) 5.Kb1? Bd3+ 6.Ka2 Bcg+ repeats.

vi) Bf8 9.hy Bg7 10.Bc3 Scs 11.e6 Sxe6 12.Bxgy
wins.

vii) Bf8 10.hy Bgy 11.Kxd4 Kxas 12.Ke4 c5
13.€6 wins.
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viii) 10.Bc3? Sg5 draws. If 10.e6? Kxas 11.hy
Ses+ 12.Ke4 Sg6 and Black wins.

ix) 14.Kf5? Sxd8 15.h8Q Sby 16.Qd4+ Bbg
17.Qa7+ Sas draws.

x) Bxf6 16.Kxf6 Sh8 17.Kg7 wins.

xi) 16.Kg6? Sh8+ 17.Kg7 Bxf6+ draws.

xii) 20.Kg7? ¢3 21.h8Q c2 draws.

“This study has the spirit of struggle near

to a real ending with a remarkable variety of
themes”

No 22236 B. Djurasevic¢
3rd prize
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No 22236 Branislav Djurasevi¢ (Serbia).
1.f6/i Bhs 2.Bc3 (Bb6? Kby4;) Kb3 3.Bxas Kxag
4.Bc3 Kbs/ii 5.Kf8 Bg6 6.Kg7 Kcg 7.Bd2 Kb3
8.Bc1 Kby (Kc2; bg) 9.Bf4/iii Kcg (Kb3; Bes)
10.Bd6 (Bes; Kb3) Kds (Kdg; f7) 11.Bbg Kd4/
iv 12.Be1/v Kc4/vi 13.Bc3 zz Kb3/vii 14.Bes zz
Kc4 15.f7 Bxf7 16.Kxf7 h5 17.Kg6 h4 18.Kgs5 h3
19.Kg4 h2 20.Bxh2 Kb3 21.Bes wins.

i) 1.Bc3? Kb3 2.f6 Bcg draws.

ii) Bg6 5.f7 Bxf7 6.Kxf7 h5 7.Ke6 h4 and we
reach a position of a study by Zakhodyakin
(HHdbV#68578): 8.Kds h3 9.Kc4 h2 10.Bbg
h1Q 11.b3 mate.

iii) 9.Be3? Kb3 10.Bd4 Kb4 repeats.

iv) Ke6 (Kc4; Be3) 12.Bc3 Be8 13.Kxhy wins.

v) 12.Bas? Kds wastes time;
14.Kxf7 h5 15.Kg6 h4 draws.

vi) Kds 13.f7 Bxt; 14.Kxf; hs 15.Kg6 hsg
16.Bxh4 wins.

vii) Kds 14.f7 Bxf7 15.Kxf7 hs 16.Bf6 wins.

“This is an original ending with Bs of differ-
ent colours”.

13.f72 Bxfy

No 22237 A. Zhukov
4th prize
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No 22237 Aleksandr Zhukov  (Russia).
1.Qe3 (Qe2? Qxg6;) Qxg6 2.Ses5 Qxhs+ (Qfs+
St4) 3.Kg2/i Rg8+/ii 4.Qg3+/iii Rxg3+ 5.hxg3+
Kgs 6.g4 Qxga+/iv 7.5xg4 Kxg4 8.a4 wins.

i) 3.Kf2? Qf5+ and Black wins.

ii) Qgs+ 4.Qxgs+ Kxgs 5.5xf7+ wins, or
Rd2+ 4.Qxd2 Qxes, e.g. 5.Qh6+ Kg4 6.h3+ Kfs
7.Qhs+ wins.

iii) 4.Kf2? Qfs+ 5.5f3+ Khs and Black wins.

iv) Qh4 7.5f3+, or Qh6 7.Sxf7+ wins.

“This study has a pleasantly short and very
surprising solution. It is solver friendly too”

No 22238 V. Tarasiuk
5th prize
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No 22238 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine).
1.Rd3+ Kc2 2.Re3 Kdi/i 3.Rhes c2 4.Rxe2 Sbs+
5.Kb7/ii, and:

— Sc3 6.Re1+ Kd2 7.Rse3 Saz 8.Rie2+ Kdi
9.Rg2/iii c1Q 10.Rh3 Qb1+ 11.Kay/iv Qbg
12.Rh1 wins, or:

— Sd6+ 6.Kb8 c1Q 7.Rei1+ Kd2 8.Rxc1 Kxci
9.Kc7 Sc4 10.Rc5 wins.
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i) Kd2 3.Rhes c2 4.Rxe2+ wins.

ii) 5.Ka6? Sc3 6.Re1+ Kd2 7.Rse3 Sa2 8.Riea+
Kdi 9.Rg2 c1Q draws.

iii) 9.Rh2? c1Q 10.Rg3 Qcs draws.

iv) 11.Kc7? Qca+ 12.Rxc2 Kxc2 draws.

“We see a miniature with two mainlines
which is economical in the use of material”.

No 22239 D. Hlebec
6th prize
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No 22239 Darko Hlebec (Serbia). 1.Kfs/i
Rxds+/ii 2.Kg4 Ses+ 3.Khgq Sf3+/iii 4.exf3
Rhs+/iv 5.Kxhs Qds+ (Qxe6; Sgs5+) 6.Qf5+/v
Qxfs+ 7.5g5+ Kg8 8.Se7 mate.

i) 1.Sg5+? Kxh6 2.5f7+ Kxgy draws, e.g.
3.5xd8 Qb1+ 4.Kd4 Qbg+.

ii) Qxds+ 2.Qxds Rxds+ 3.Kf6 f3 4.exf3 Rhs
5.5g5+ Rxgs 6.Kxgs5 wins.

iii) Sg6+ 4.Qxg6+ Kxg6 5.g8Q+ wins.

iv) Qf2+ 5.5xf2 Rh5+ 6.Kg4 wins.

v) 6.Qxds stalemate, 6.Sg5+? Qxgs5+ 7.Kxgs
stalemate, or 6.Kh4? Qhs+ 7.Kxhs stalemate.

“This study has sharp combinations by both

sides with an unusual end. The solution is short
and pleasant”.

No 22240 Arpéad Rusz (Rumania). 1.Bg8+/i
Kd6 2.Rc6+ (Bxds Rfs+;) Kxc6 3.Bxds+ Kdé6/ii
4.Kxf4 Kxds/iii 5.Se3+ Ke6 6.Sd1 Kds 7.Sb2 Be2
8.Kgs Bds/iv 9.Kf6 (Saq? Kes;) Kd6 10.Sd1/v
Be4 11.Se3 Bd3 12.5g4 Be2 13.Se5 Bd3 14.57+
Kds (Kdy; Kes) 15.5d8 Kd6 16.Sb7+ Kcy 17.Sa5
(Scs5? Kd6;) Kd6 18.Kf7 Kd7 19.Sb7 Be2 (Bey;
Scs+) 20.Kf6 Kcy 21.5¢5 Kd6 22.Kfs5 Kds 23.Kf4
Bfi/vi 24.Sd7/vii Kdé 25.5f6 Ke6 26.Se4 Kds
27.5c5 Be2 28.Sa4 Bd3 29.Ke3 z Bfi 30.Sb6+

Kes/viii 31.Kf3 (Sd7+? Ke6;) Bd3 32.Sd7+ Kdé/
ix 33.Scs5 Bfs 34.Kf4/x Bg6 35.Ke3 Kds/xi 36.Sd7
Bd3 37.5f6+ Kes 38.Sg4+ Kds 39.Kf4/xii wins.

No 22240 A. Rusz
1st special prize
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i) 1.Rc6+? Kdy 2.Rc5 Rxga+ 3.Kxgq Sf6+
4.Kfg4 Sxhy 5.bs Sf8 6.Kes Sg6+ 7.Kf6 Kdé
8.Rc6+ Kdy 9.Rc5 Kd6 positional draw.

ii) Kxds 4.Kxf4 zz, and: Be2 5.Se3+ Ke6
6.Ke4, or Ke6 5.Se5 Be2 6.Ke4 wins.

iii) cyclic zugzwang - WTM. In order to win
White must reach the same position BTM. This
takes at least 35 moves!

iv) Ke4 9.Kf6 Kds 10.Ke7 Bfs 11.Kd8 wins.

v) White must bring his S to as, but the
shortest route doesn’t work: e.g. 10.5a4? Beg
11.Scs5 Be6. If the wK starts the manoeuvre too
soon, the w§ gets stuck at b2: 10.Kf7? Bf1 11.Ke8
Be2 12.Kd8 Kc6 13.Ke7 Kbs 14.Ke6 Bg4+ 15.Kes
Bf3 16.Kf4 Be2 17.Ke3 Bhs 18.Kd2 Bg6 19.Ke2
Bhs+ 20.Ke3 Bg4 21.Kd2 Bfs 22.5d1 Kc6 23.Ke3
Kds 24.Sb2 Bg6 25.Kf4 Bca.

vi) Bd3 e.g. 24.5xd3 cxd3 25.Ke3 Kcg 26.Kd2
wins.

vii) 24.Sa4? Be2 25.Ke3 Bd3 26.Sb6+ Kcé6
27.5¢8 Kc7 28.Se7 Kd6 29.5g8 Kes draws.

viii) Kc6 31.5¢8 Kcy 32.Se7 Kdé6 33.5g6 Bd3
34.Sf4 wins.

ix) Ke6 33.Scs5+ Kds 34.Sxd3 cxd3 35.Ke3 Keg
36.Kd2 wins.

x) 34.Ke3? would throw away all progress we
have made so far: Kes 35.Sa4 Bdy 36.Sb2 Be6
37.Kd2 Bds 38.5d1 Be4 39.Se3 Bd3 40.S5g4+ Kf4

41.516 Bfs 42.Sd5+ Keg 43.Se3 Be6 44.Sc2 Bg4
45.5d4 Kes 46.Kc1 Kd6 47.Kc2 Bhs 48.5f5+ Kes
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No 22241 G. Costeff
and special prize
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No 22242 B. Djurasevi¢
& N. Joksimovi¢
3rd special prize
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No 22243 V. Tarasiuk
1st honourable mention
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49.Se3 Bf7 50.Kb2 Keg 51.Sc2 Bhs 52.Sd4 Kds
53.Ka3 Bd1 54.5f5 Kc6 55.Se3 Bb3 56.Kb2 K¢y
57.5f5 Bag 58.Kc1 Kd7 59.Sh6 Kdé 60.Kd2 Kes
61.Ke3 Bd1 62.5f7+ Ke6 63.Sg5+ Kes 64.Se4 Bc2
65.Sd2 Bd3 66.5f3+ Kds 67.Sh2 Bc2 68.Kf4 Bbi
69.5g4 Bd3 and we have returned to the cyclic
zugzwang position of the main line.

xi) Kes 36.Sd7+ Kds 37.Sb6+ wins.

xii) Cyclic zugzwang, BTM.

“After a very original introduction we arrive
at a position very interesting for analysts. This

study certainly deserves its special distinction
in this award”

No 22241 Gady Costeff (Israel). 1.b7+ Kb8
2.Kes/i cs5/ii 3.Bxf6 Rfs 4.Bey7 d4+ 5.Kd2 Rds
6.Bxhg Sf3+/iii 7.Rxf3 Bxf3 8.Bg3+ e5 9.5f7 d6
10.Sd8 wins.

i) 2.Bb4? Rg4+ and Black wins.

ii) Rg3+ (es; Bbg) 3.Kd2 Sf3+ 4.Rxf3 Rxf3
5.Bb4 wins.

iii) c4 7Rg3 Sf3+ 8.Kc1 (Kd1) wins.

“We see a fourfold incarceration of the bR.

This study is very original and will certainly be
liked by solvers”.

No 22242 Branislav Djurasevi¢, N. Joksi-
movi¢ & Mirko Miljani¢ (Serbia). 1.Rad4+/i
Kc3 2.Rcq4+ Kxb3z 3.Rbg+ Kxaz (Ka2; Re2)
4.Kc2/ii Rc8+ 5.Kd2/iii Kaz/iv 6.Rag+ Kbi
7.Re1+ Rc1 8.Raeq/v Rxe1 (Ka1; Rxci1+) 9.Rxe1+
Ka2 10.Kc2 wins.

i) Thematic try: 1.Red4+? Kc3 (Ke3; Kc2)
2.Racqg+/vi Kxb3z 3.Rbg+ Kxaz (Kaz; Rd2)

d1d3 0500.21 5/3 Win

a4e1 0803.31 6/5 Win

4.Kc2/vii Rc8+ 5.Rdcg/viii b1Q+ 6.Kxbi Rb8
7.Rxb8 draws.

ii) Try: 4.Rb7? Ka2 5Rez2 (Rebg Rd8+;)
Rd8+/xviii 6.Ke1 Kai xix) 7.Rbxb2 (Rexb2
Rdi+;) Rdi+ 8.Kf2 Rfi+ 9.Ke3 Rf3+ 10.Ke4 Rf4+
draws. If 4.Kd2? Kaz2 5.Rag+ Rxa4 6.Rxaq+ Kb3
draws.

iii) Try: 5.Rec4? biQ+ 6.Kxbi Rb8 7.Rxb8
stalemate. If 5.Kd3? Ka2, or 5.Rbc4? Ka2 draw.

iv) Rd8+ 6.Kc3 Rc8+ 7.Recq4 Rxcq+ 8.Kxcq
Ka2 9.Rag+ (Kc3? BiS+;) Kbi 10.Kb3z Kc1
11.Rc4+ wins.

v) 8.Rd1? Rxdi+ 9.Kxd1 stalemate, or 8.Ra8?
Rxe1 9.Kxe1 Kc2 draws.

vi) 2.Rdcgq+ Kd3 3.Rd4+ Kc3 draws.

vii) 4.Rb7 Rh8 (Ka2?; Rd2) 5.Kc2 Rc8+ 6.Kd2
Kaz draws.

viii) 5.Kd2 (Rbcg Kaz;) Ka2 6.Rag+ Kbi
draws.

“This study has a surprising thematic try
which is better than the main line”

No 22243 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine).
1.Res5+ (g7? Rcs mate;) Kdi 2.g7 b3+ 3.Kxb3
Rb4+ 4.Ka3/i Rb8 5.d8Q+ Rxd8 6.Rds+ Rxds
7.88Q Sc7+/ii 8.Kb2 Rbs+ 9.Ka1 Rxaz+ 10.Qxaz2
(Kxa2? Sds;) Kci 11.c3/iii Rb8 12.Qa3z+ Kc2
13.Qag+ Kc1 14.Qf4+ wins.

i) 4.Kc3? Re7+ 5.Kd3 Rxdy+ draws.

ii) Ras+ 8.Kb2 Rb7+ 9.Kc3 wins.

iii) Try: 11.c4? Rb8 (Rb6) 12.Qaz+ Kc2
13.Qag+ Kc1 14.Qaz+ Kc2 positional draw.
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“This is a long-winded study with small
points”. HH: then why is it in the award?

No 22244 A. Skripnik & P. Arestov
2nd honourable mention
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No 22244 Anatoly Skripnik & Pavel Arestov
(Russia). 1.Qgs/i Rc8+ 2.Kds5 Qf7+ 3.Kxe4 Rg8/
ii 4.Qgy+/iii Rxgy s5.hxgy+/iv Khy/v 6.Rhs+
(Kf4+? Kh6;) Qxhs/vi 7.Kf4+ Sc2 8.Bxcz2+ Khé
9.g85+/vii mate.

i) 1.Rxe8? Qxe8+ 2.Kd6 Qd8+ 3.Kes Sb3
4.Qc3 Sd2 5.Ba2 Khy draws, e.g. 6.Qc6 Sf3+
7.Kxe4 Qd4+ 8.Kxf3z Qxf6+ 9.Qxf6 stalemate.

ii) Qc4+ 4.Ke3 Qc1+ 5.Kf2 Qxgs 6.Rxgs wins.

iii) 4.Qf5? Qc4+ 5.Ke3 Qci1+ and Black wins.

iv) 5.fxg7+? Kh7 6.Rg5 Qg8 draws.

v) Kg8 6.Ba2 Qxa2 7.Re8+ Khy 8.Rh8+ Kg6
9.g8Q+ Qxg8 10.Rxg8+ wins.

vi) Kg6 7.Rh8 Kxf6 8.g8Q wins.

vii) 9.g8Q? Qg4+ 10.Qxg4 (Kxg4) stalemate.
“This is a study with well-balanced use of
material’.

No 22245 D. Gurgenidze &
M. Minski
3rd honourable mention
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No 22245 David Gurgenidze (Georgia) &
Martin Minski (Germany). 1.b6+ Kxa6/i 2.bxcy,
and:

— Bf2 3.Qf6+/ii Bb6 4.Qa1 Rxa1 5.c8S (c8Q
Rdi;) Bf2 6.bs model mate, or:

— Bce3 3.Qg6+ Kay 4.Kbs Bdg 5.c85+ (c8Q?
a1Q;) Kb8 6.Sd6 a1Q 7.Qe8+ Kay (Kcy;
Qe7+) 8.5¢8+ Kb8 9.Sb6+ Kay 10.Qa8 mate.
i) Kxb6 (cxb6; Qxby mate) 2.Qd4+ Kxaé6

3.bs5 model mate.

ii) Thematic try: 3.Qa1? Rxa1 4.c8S and now
the bB is not at b6, so Black has 4...b5+ (b6)
and wins.

“We see pointed moves in two main lines
which both end with nice mates”.

No 22246 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
& M. Minski
4th honourable mention
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No 22246 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark) & Martin Minski (Germany). 1.by/i Rds
2.Be6/ii Ras 3.Rf2+ (Bxc4? Bf4+;) Bf6+ (Bfg+;
Khy4) 4.Bfs Bes 5.Bxh3+ Bf6+ 6.Bfs Bes 7.bg
(Bd7+? Key;) cxbsep 8.Bd3+ Bf6+/iii 9.Bbs
wins.

i) 1.Rf2+? Bf6 2.b7 Rd8 draws.

ii) 2.b8Q+? Bd8+ 3.Bfs Rxfs mate. 2.Rf2+?
Bf6+ 3.Bfs Rd8 4.Rxh2 Kez, and 5.Bc8 Rds+
6.Kg4 Rd4+ 7.Kxh3 Rha+ 8.Kg3 Bes+ 9.Kxhg
Bxh2, or 5.Re2+ Kdé6 6.Bxh3 Kc7 draws.

iii) Ke7 9.Rfs5 b2 10.b8Q Bxb8 11.Rxas wins.

HH thinks this is highly suspect: after 1.Rf2+
Bf6 2.b7 Rd8 and now: 3.Bc8 Rds+ 4.Bfs Rd8
5.Rxh2 Ke7 6.Re2+ Kd6 7.Bxh3 Kcy 8.Bg2, after
which Black seems to be completely helpless,
e.g. 8..Rd4 9.Beq c3 (after e.g. Kb8 10.Kg4 a5
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11.Kfs Rd6 12.Rh2 Rd8 13.Rc2 Rf8 14.Rxc4 Bd4+
15.Ke6 Re8+ 16.Kds Bxb2 17.Kc6 Ba3z 18.Kdy
Re7+ 19.Kd8 Bcs 20.Bds Rc7 21.Re4 Bf2 22.Re6
Bh4+ 23.Ke8 Bf2 23.Ra6 Bay 23.Rd6) 10.bxc3
Rxa4 11.Kg4 Bxc3 12.Kf4 a5 13.Kf5s Rbg 14.Rc2
Rc4 15.Bds Rcs 16.Ke6 Bd4 17.Rd2 Bf6 18.Rh2
Rc1 19.Kf7 Bc3 20.Rh4 Ba1 21.Req4 Rbi1 22.Re8
wins. Of course, this also applies to note ii)
2.Rf2+, 5.Re2+ and there 7.Bg2.

“This is a witty puzzle with a pin theme”.

No 22247 Aleksey Popov (Russian). 1.b6/i
e1Q+ 2.Bxer Rd6+/ii 3.Kxd6 c1Q 4.Rcy+/iii
Kb8 5.Rc8+ Kxc8 6.b7+ Kb8 7.Bg3 Qc3 8.Bes
Qas 9.Ke6+ Qxes+ 10.Kxes Kcy/iv 11.Ke6 b2
12.b8Q+ (b8R+) Kxb8 13.Kd7 b1Q 14.c7+ Ka8
15.c8Q+ Qb8 16.Qc6+ wins.

i) 1.Rxa7? e1Q+ 2.Bxer Re8+ 3.Kd6 Rd8+
4.Ke7 Re8+ 5.Kxe8 c1Q 6.Ra8+ Kc7 7.Bas+ Kdé6
8.Rd8+ Ke6 9.c7 b2 10.c8Q+ Qxc8 11.Rxc8 b1Q
draws.

ii) c1Q 3.Rb8+ Kxb8 4.Bg3+ wins.

iii) 4.Rb8+? Kxb8 5.c7+ Qxc7+ 6.bxc7+ Kc8
7.Bc3 b2 8.Bxb2 stalemate.

iv) b2 11.Kd6 b1Q 12.c7 mate.

“The fight develops from a clear initial posi-
tion. 1.Rxay? is a good try”.

No 22248 Luis Miguel Gonzalez (Spain).
1.e85+ Kdy 2.£85+ Key 3.g85+ Kxf8 4.g7+/i
Kf7 5.Shé+/ii Key 6.Sf5+/iii Kd7 7.5f6+/iv Kc7
8.5ds5+/v Kd7 9.g8Q/vi d1S+ 10.Kd2 f15+ 11.Ke1
f2+ 12.Ke2, and:

— g15+ 13.Kxf1 wins, or:

— Sc3+ 13.Kf3/vii Sh2+/viii 14.Kxg3/ix g1Q+
15.Kh4 Sf3+16.Khs Qh1+17.Kg6 Sh4+18.Kgy
(Sxh4? b1Q;) Sxfs+ 19.gxfs Qg2+ 20.Kf8
Qxds 21.Qxds+ Sxds 22.a8Q b1Q 23.Qxds+
Kc7 24.Qxe5+ Kby 25.h8Q wins.

i) 4.a8Q? (h8Q?) diS+ 5.Kbg b1Q+ 6.Kcs

Qc2+ 7.Kd6 Qd3z+ 8.Kc7 Qc4+ draws.

ii) 5.a8Q? diS+ 6.Kb4 b1Q+ draws.

iii) 6.g85+7? Ke6 7.a8Q d1S+ 8.Kd2 fiS+ 9.Ke1
f2+ 10.Ke2 g1S+ and Black wins.

iv) 7.a8Q? diS+ 8.Kd2 fi1S+ 9.Ke1 f2+ 10.Ke2
g15+ and Black wins.

v) 8.g8Q? d1S+ 9.Kd2 f15+ 10.Ke1 f2+ 11.Ke2
Sc3+ wins, or 8.a8Q? diS+ 9.Kd2 fiS+ 10.Ke1
f2+ and Black wins.

vi) 9.Sb6+? Kc7 10.5ds5+ Kdy repeats, and if
10.g8Q di1S+ 11.Kcq £1Q+ 12.Kd5 Qbs+ 13.Ke6
Qxb6+ Black wins. 9.a8Q? d1S+ 10.Kb4/x b1Q+
11.Kcs Qc2+ (Qci+) draws. If 9.h8Q? diS+
10.Kd2 fiS+ 11.Ke1 f2+ 12.Ke2 Sc3 and Black
wins.

vii) 13.5xc3? g15+ 14.Kd3 b1Q+ 15.Kcg Sd2+
16.Kc5 Se4+ 17.5xe4 Qc2+ 18.Qcq4 Qxc4+ wins.

viii) Sd2+ (g1S+; Kg2) 14.Kxg3 g1Q+ 15.Kh4,
and: now Qh2+ 16.Kgs aiQ 17.Qf7+ Kcé
18.Qe6+ Kbs 19.5xc3+ Kb4 20.Sds+ Kbs (Kc4;
f1Q+) 21.Qb6+ Kcg 22.Sdez+ Kd3 23.Qbs+
Kc3z 24.Sd5+ Kc2 25.5fe3+ Kc1 26.Qcs+ Scq
27.Qxc4+ Kd2 28.Qc2+, or here Qhi+ 16.Kgs
Sde4+ 17.Kg6 a1Q 18.Sb4 Qxay 19.Qf7+ (Qf7+)
win.
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ix) 14.Kxg2? fiQ+ 15.Kxg3 Se4+ 16.Kh4 Sf3+
17.Khs5 Qh3+ draws, e.g. 18.Kg6 Qxga+ 19.Khé6
Qh3+ 20.Kgy a1Q 21.Qf7+ Kcé.

x) 10.Kd2 f1S+ 11.Ke1 f2+ 12.Ke2 Sc3+ 13.Sxc3
g15+ and Black wins.

“This study has six S promotions, three each
by White and Black, in a pawn study - a nota-
ble success”

No 22249 Arpad Rusz (Rumania). 1.Scs
h2 2.Se4 Kf4 (h1Q Sg3+;) 3.5f2 Kf3 4.Sh1 Kg2
5.Ke3 Kxhi1 6.Kf2 c5 7.d3 a4 8.Bb2 c4/i 9.dxc4/
ii a3 10.Bai/iii a2 11.Kg3 Kgi 12.Bd4+ Kh1
13.Kh3/v a1Q 14.Bxa1 Kg1 15.Bd4+ Khi1 16.Bes
Kg1 17.Bxh2+ wins.

i) a3 9.Bxa3 c4 10.d4 (dxc4? stalemate) c3
11.Bc1 c2 12.Kg3 Kg1 13.Be3+ Khi 14.Kh3 c1Q
15.Bxc1 Kg1 16.Be3+ Khi 17.Bf4 Kg1 18.Bxh2+
wins.

ii) 9.d4? c3 10.Bxc3 a3 11.Ba1 a2 12.ds
stalemate.

iii) 10.Bxa3? stalemate.
v) 13.¢5¢ a1Q 14.Bxa1 Kg1 15.Bd4+ Khi1 draws.

No 22250 Michal Hlinka & Lubos Keke-
ly (Slovakia). 1.Bf2/i Rxf2 2.Rxf2 diQ+ 3.Sxd1
Qdg+ 4.Kbi/ii Qxdi+ 5.Ka2 zz Kgs/iii 6.Rb2
Kga/iv 7.Qc4+/vii (Rb4+? Sfg;) Sf4 8.Qg8+ Kfs
9.Rbs+ Ke4 10.Rbg+/v Kf3 11.Rb3+ Sd3 12.Qds5+
Ke3 13.Qes+ Kd2 14.Qg5+/vi Kc2 15.Qf5 (Qg2+?
Qd2;) Qd2 16.Rb2+ wins.

i) 1.Qd3+? Sg3 2.Rxg2 Kxg2 3.Qxd2+ Qe2
draws (FEGTB).

ii) Thematic try: 4.Ka2? Qxd1 zz 5.Qf5+ Kg3
draws. 4.Rb2? Qxdi+ 5.Rb1 Qd4+ draws.

iii) Sg3 6.Qc6, or Qg4 6.Qf1+, or Kg4 6.Qc4+
win.

iv) Sf4 7.Qgs+ Kh3 8.Rb3+ wins.

v) 10.Qe8+ Kf3 11.Rb3+ Kg4 12.Qg8+ Kfs
13.Rbs+ Ke4 repeats.

vi) 14.Qas+? Ke3 15.Qes+ Kd2 repeats.

No 22251 Wilfried Neef (Germany).
1.Qf4+/i Kc8 2.Qes Ra6 3.Ke7 Rc6 4.Qh8+ Kcy
5.Qd8 mate.

i) 1.Qes5+? Kc8 zz, draws.

Draw section

No 22252 Amatzia Avni & Yochanan Afek
(Israel). 1.Rb7+/i Sf7+/ii 2.Kf6 (Rxf7+? Kg8;)
Sds+ 3.Kxf7 g1Q 4.Sg5+ Khé 5.Kg8 Sf6+ 6.Kh8
Qxgs 7.Rg7 (hxgs+ Kxgs;) es (Qfs; Rxg6+)
8.hxgs+ Kxgs 9.Rxg6+ Kfs/iii 10.Rh6 Kgs
11.Rg6+ Kf5 12.Rh6 e4 13.Kg7 draws.

i) 1.5f6+2 Kg7 2.Se8+ Kf7 3.5d6+ Ke7 wins.

ii) Kg8 2.5f6+ Kf8 3.Shy+ (Sd7+) Ke8 4.5f6+
Kd8 5.Rd7+ Kc8 6.Rd1 draws.
iii) Kxg6 stalemate.

“This is a pleasant study which has the sur-
prising move 7.Rg7!, a stalemate and appropri-
ate tries”

No 22253 Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine).
1.Rds/i Beg+/ii 2.Kc3/iii Bxh7 3.Rxd2+/iv exd2
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4.Kxd2 Bas+ 5.Kc1/v Bxg8 6.Sxg8 Bd8 7.Kdi/vi
zz Bhg 8.Kd2 Kf3 9.f5 Kf4 10.Ke2/vii Bgs 11.f6
Bxf6 12.Sh6 gxh6 13.Kf1 (Kf2) Bd4 14.Kg2 draws.

i) 1.Rh2+? Ke1 2.h8Q d1Q+ wins.

ii) Bxds 2.Sxds e2 3.Sc3 Ker 4.h8Q di1Q+
5.5xd1 exd1Q+ 6.Kc3 (Kb2) draws.

iii) 2.Kb2? Bxds 3.h8Q Bd4+ 4.Ka3 Bcs+
5.Kb2 Bxey wins.

iv) 3.Bxh7? e2 4.Rxd2 Bas+ wins.

v) Thematic try: 5.Kd1? Bxg8 6.5xg8 Bd8 zz
7.Kd2 Bh4 8.Kd3 Kf3, and: 9.Kd2 Kxf4 10.Sh6
gxh6 11.Ke2 Kg3 12.Kf1 Kh2, or here: 9.f5 Bgs
(Bd8) 10.Kd4 Kf4 11.f6 Bxf6+ wins.

vi) 7.Kd2? Bh4 8.Kd3 Kf3 wins.

vii) 10.Kd3? Bgs 11.Ke2 Kxf5 wins.

“This is a simple and didactic study”.

No 22254 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Se3+
Sxe3 2.Bf3+/i Ke1/ii 3.Bxg2 Sxg2 4.Kb6 Se3 (Sf4;
ay) 5.a7 Sc4+ 6.Ka6 Bxay 7.Kxay Sas (Ses; Kb8)
8.b8S f5 9.Sd7 Sc4/iii 10.Sc5/iv £4 11.Sd3+ draws.

i) 2.Bxg2? Sxg2 3.Kb6 Se3 4.a7 Sc4+ 5.Ka6
Bxay 6.Kxay Sas 7.b8S f5 8.Sd7 Sc4 9.Scs5 f4
10.Se6 {3 wins.

ii) Kc1 3.Bxg2 Sxg2 4.Kb6 Se3 s5.a7 Scq+
6.Ka6 Bxa7y 7.Kxa7 Sas 8.b8S f5 9.Sd7 Sc4 10.Scs
f4 11.8d3+ draws. Similarly, after 2...Kc2 3.Bxg2
et cetera, 10.Scs f4 11.Se6 {3 12.Sd4+, or after 2...
Kc2 3.Bxg2 ... 10.Sc5 £411.5e6 {3 12.5g5 £2 13.Se4+
draws.

iii) f4 10.Se5 Sc6+ 11.Sxc6 draws.
iv) 10.56? f4 11.Ka6 {3 and Black wins.

“We see an original fight of minor pieces, in-
cluding the timely under-promotion”.

No 22255 Pavel Arestov (Russia). 1.Qcy+/i
Khi/ii 2.Qhy+/iii Kg1 3.Qxc2 Qg4+ 4.Kb3 Qdy/
iv 5.Qg6+ Kf2 6.Qhs Bf6 7.Qh2+ Kf3 8.Qh1+
Kfs4 9.Qh2+ Kgs 10.Qg3+ Khs (Khé6; Qfs+)
11.Qf3+ Kg6 12.Qe4+ Kg7 13.Qxa4 draws.

i) 1.Qd2+? Khi 2.Qxc2 Qg4+ 3.Kb3 Kg1
4.Qc6 Qdi1+ and Black wins.

ii) Bes (Bg1) 2.Qxc2+ draws.

iii) 2.Qxc2? Qg4+ 3.Kb3 Kg1 wins.

iv) Kf1 5.Qd3+ Ke1 6.Qe3+ Kd1 7.Qd3z+ Kex
8.Qe3+ Kf1 9.Qd3+ draws.

“This is an original miniature where the king
controls- the minor pieces and where the Q
completes the task of achieving equality”.

No 22256 Aleksey Sochnev (Russia). 1.a6
Kbé/i 2.a7 Kxay (Rfs; a85+) 3.d6 Rxg6 4.c7 Sfs/
ii 5.d7 Sd6+/iii 6.Kd8 Kb6 7.Ke7/v Sfs+ 8. Kf7/v
Rg7+ 9.Kf8 Kxc7 10.d8Q+ Kxd8 stalemate.

i) Kxa6 2.d6 Rxg6 3.c; Rxd6 4.Kb8 Rb6+
5.Ka8 Rc6 6.Kb8 Rb6+ 7.Ka8 positional draw.

ii) Rxd6 stalemate.

iii) Se7+ 6.Kd8 Sds 7.Ke8 Sxc7+ 8.Kf7 Rd6
9.Ke7 Re6+ 10.Kf7 Rd6 11.Ke7 positional draw.

iv) 7.c85+¢ Kby 8.Sxd6+ Rxdé6 9.Key Kcy, or
7.c8Q? Rg8+ 8.Ke7 Sxc8+ win.

v) 8.Ke8? Rg8+ (Re6+) wins.
No 22257 Michal Hlinka & LCubos Kekely

(Slovakia). 1.Rc3/i Sez++/ii 2.Kc1 ba+/iii 3.Kb1
Sxc2 4.Rxc2/iv Rg1 5.Rf8 Bg6 6.Ra8+ Kby/v
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7.Rxa3 Bxc2+/vi 8 Kxb2 Rxfi 9.Rb3z+ Kag
10.Ra3+ Kb4 11.Rb3+ Bxbj3 stalemate.

i) 1.Kc1? b2+ 2.Kb1 Re6 3.Kaz Re1 4.Sd2 Rai+
5.Kb3 Bf7 and Black wins.

ii) Ses+ 2.Kc1 Rg1 3.Ra8+ Kbs 4.Rxb3+ Kc6
5.Rc3+ Kby 6.Rf8 Be2 7.Rg3 Rhi 8.Rxa3 Bxfi
9.Rc3 Scq 10.Kb1 Bg2+ 11.Kaz Bds 12.Rd3 is
not enough for a win, or Rd6+ 2.Sd2 Bf7 3.cxb3
draws.

iii) Sxfi 3.Rxb3z Ka6 4.Rxaz+ Kbs 5.Rb3+
draws.

iv) 4.Rh8? Be2 5.Rh2 Kb4 6.Rxe2 a2+ 7.Kxa2
Kxc3 8.Sd2 Rg1 9.Se4+ Kd3 wins.

v) Kbs 7Rxa3 Rxfi+ 8.Kxb2 Bxc2 9.Kxc2
draws.

vi) Kxa3 stalemate. Rxfi+ 8.Kxb2 Bxc2
9.Rb3+ see main line.

No 22258 Bizya Buyannemekh (Mongo-
lia). 1.Bes+ Ka3 2.Bxf6/i Rxh1+ 3.Kxg4 f2 4.Rc2
(Bxey+ Kb2;) Rg1+5.Khs Bcs 6.Bey Rgs+ 7.Bxgs
(Kxgs? Bxe7+;) f1Q 8.Rxcs5 Qdi+/ii 9.Kg6 Qdé6+
10.Kf7 Qxcs5 11.Bey draws.

i) 2.Ray+? Kbg 3.Bxf6 Rxhi+ 4.Kxggq f2
5.Rag+ Kbs and Black wins.

ii) Qf7+ 9.Kg4 draws, but not 9.Kh6? Qf8+,
or 9.Kh4? Qf2+.

No 22259 Mihai  Neghina  (Rumania).
1.Qh3+/i Kxh3/ii 2.Bc8+ Qg4 3.5d1 (Sd3? exd3;)
e3 4.d3 (dxe3? dxes;) Qxc8/iii 5.5f2+ exf2 stale-
mate.

No 22259 M. Neghina
special honourable mention
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i) 1.Bc8+? Khs, 1.h3+? Khs, or 1.Qa1? Kf3
win.

ii) Kgs (Kfg; Qxh4+) 2.Qg2+ draws.

iii) Bg6 5.Bfs, or Bhs (Bg8, Be6) 5.Be6, or
Be8 5.Bd7 draw.

No 22260 A. Rusz
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No 22260 Arpéad Rusz (Rumania). 1.h7 Sfs/i
2.h8Q Bxd4+ 3.Qxd4 Sxd4 4.Sxb4/ii Sxb4 5.c4/
iii Se6 6.c5 draws.

i) Sxcz2 2.h8Q Bxd4+ 3.Qxd4 Sxd4 4.Sxbg
draws.

ii) 4.c4? bxcsep, or 4.Kb7? Sc3 5.Sxbg Kxbg
wins - Troitzky.

iii) 5.c3? Sbc6+/iv, and: 6.Kb7y Sd8+ 7.Kcy
S4e6+ wins, or here: 6.Ka8 Se6 7.c4 Ka6 (Scs?
stalemate;) 8.c5 Scy mate.

iv) But not Sdc6+? 6.Ka8 Sd3 7.c4 Scs
stalemate.

No 22261 D. Hlebec
commendation
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No 22261 Darko Hlebec (Serbia). 1.Sb6+/i
Kay/ii 2.Qxe3/iii Bbs+/iv 3.Kxd4 Bfz2 4.Qxf2
a1Q 5.Sc4 Qe1/v 6.Kd3+ (Qxe1? Sfz+;) Qxf2
stalemate.

i) Thematic try: 1.Qxe3? Bf7+ (Bbs+?; Kxdg4)
2.Kxd4 Bf2 3.Qxf2 a1Q 4.Sb6+ Kay 5.5¢4 Qe1
6.Qxe1 Sf3+ wins.

ii) Kb8 2.Qxe3 Bf7+ 3.Kd3 draws.

iii) 2.Qxa2? e2 3.Qa3 Bbs+ wins.

iv) Bf7+ 3.8ds5 a1Q 4.Qe7+ draws.

v) Qg1 6.Kd3+ Qxf2 stalemate. Qh1 6.Kes+
Ka8 7.Qf8+, or Qdi+ 6.Kes5+ Kby 7.Qb6+ Ka8

8.5d6 Qe2+ 9.Kf5 Bd3+ 10.Kxgs Qes+ 11.Kxhg
draw.

No 22262 Steffen Slumstrup Nielsen (Den-
mark) & Martin Minski (Germany). 1.e7 (Rg7+?
Kf6;) Sc8 2.Kf8/i Sg4 3.e8Q+ Rxe8+ 4.Kxe8 Sf6+

5.Kd8/iii Sb6 (Ra8; Scy7) 6.Ray Rxay 7.Rg5+ Khé
8.Rg6+ Kxg6 stalemate.

No 22262 S. Slumstrup Nielsen
& M. Minski
commendation

7 7 7
>

2
7 aLel

2 7

»r Py

5 v

X i

% % %
2 /% /% /%

g8g6 0806.10 4/5 Draw

\

T

i) 2.R7d6+? Sxd6 3.Rxd6+ Kfs 4.Kf8 Se4
5.Rds5+ Ke6 6.e8Q+ Kxds wins.

iii) 5.Kf8? Sxds (Sb6?; Rg7+) 6.Rxds Rhz,
and: 7.Ke8 Rh8+ 8.Kd7y Sb6+ wins, or 7.Rc5 Rh8
mate.

No 22263 L. Kekely
commendation
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No 22263 Lubos Kekely (Slovakia). 1.Sc6+
Qxc6 2.8d7+ Qxdy (Kc8; g8Q+) 3.g8Q+ Qc8+
4.Qxc8+ Kxc8 5.Bxc3/i Ra1+/ii 6.Bxa1 e1Q 7.b7+
Kcy/iii 8.Bes+ Qxes 9.b8Q+ Kxb8 stalemate.

i) 5.b7+? Kc7 6.Bxc3 Rb1 wins.

ii) Rb1 6.bxaz, or Rh1 6.b7+ draw.

iii) Kb8 8.Bes+ Qxes stalemate. Kd7y 8.b8Q
Qxai+ 9.Kb7 draws.
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