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1.Editorial

With this issue EG marks the
popularly celebrated new millen-
nium with the opening page of
Volume IX. But pages, like days in
the biblical proverb, are numbered
- joke. The next few years will

transform EG, though the steps of -

the transformation are hidden from
us. The magazine will take to the
digital ether, remotely manipulated
by button, mouse and, for all we
know today, the twitch of a virtual
earlobe. Change itself is so protean
- the visual eerily and disturbingly
taking over from the other senses -
that the once solid notions of pal-
pable shape and measurable-
movement dissolve into the
ungraspable. Does ’anticlockwise’
mean anything to a child growing
up with dot matrix and the light
emitting diode?

Your editor’s enthusiasm is not
wilting, but it is another matter
with his disposable energy. There
are many tourneys and much other
material awaiting dissemination. In
December 1999 the pipeline
simulates a traffic jam. Technology
may well reduce or even eliminate
postage to relieve this blockage,
and the same technology may even
reduce, though hardly eliminate, the
number of unsound, anticipated and
poor studies that we see published.
The sooner the better. Long live
quality. Long live high standards.
Hoist these flags to the masthead,
even if as java applets fluttering in
the corner of your screen. But
that’s the wrong note to end on.

Are not quality and high standards
values, and have we not just
pointed out that the physical is on
the way out? Let’s not forget that
chess 1s essentially abstract. Fingers
crossed it could all be good news
after all!

2. *C* After a noticeable absence
from the oracle database scene Ken
Thompson of BELLE fame has
entered the pawnless 6-man
endgame fray. This is wonderful
news. We understand that his
results so far confirm the results
obtained by Lewis Stiller in con-
junction with Noam Elkies, but this
time more data has been kept.

3. Magazines

3.1 ORBIT is a new (1999) com-
position magazine, a quarterly from
Makedonia. Its editor is Zhivko
Janevski, maestro of self-mates, so
studies content - biographical data,
for instance - will be incidental.
The helpmate and selfmate
originals section is edited by Zoran
Gavrilovski.

3.2 VERTIKAL is the current
general chess magazine in Ukraine,
apparently monthly, with some
coverage of composition. A
28-page special issue in 1999
celebrated problem composer and
Kotovski vesti columnist Viktor
Melnichenko’s 60th birthday.

3.3 Sahovski Glasnik (ISSN
1331-2901) from Zagreb (Croatia)
is in its 74th year (not all years

_consecutive). The composition

section is edited by Josip Varga.

4. EG/34 3.1 David Gurgenidze

adds to the list of missing study




tourney awards by drawing atten-
tion to 64 - Shakhmatnoe obozrenie
of 1976, where the announced
judge was An.G.Kuznetsov. At
least two problem awards for that
year were made and published.
3.2 Chingiz Aitmatov JT-60 (1983).
Issue 31 of Shakhmatnaya kom-
pozitsia (ix1999) carries an article
on the current state of composition
in Kirgizia (or Kyrgyzstan). To
general astonishment a study by
A.Botokanov [d1f5 0000.26] is
given as having won first prize in
this tourney, but no other details
are supplied. AJR is investigating
further.

Obituary
1 Wallace D. Ellison (1911-1999)
A British study-composer over a
long period, teacher of mathema-
tics, and for a short period (in
1969) valued collaborator with
Walter Veitch in EG’s Spotlight
column. Harold van der Heijden’s
figure for Ellison’s studies output:
25.

An Episode with Ellison
by W.Veitch
V1 W.Veitch (ca. 1950)
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h6c5 0430.22

4/5 Draw

Vi W.Veitch 1.Kg5 3 2.gxf3 Bxf3
3.Rxg3 Rxg3+ 4.Kh4 draw.

An unpretentious puzzle which I
forgot about when I came across
the next.

V2 F.Lazard

=2/3 pr L’ltalia Scacchistica 1923

/,, . / %

g5a8 0440.21 5/4 Draw
V2 F.Lazard 1.Bfl Bf3 2.Bg2!
Rxg2 3.Rxg3 Rxg3+ 4.Kh4 draw.
Lovely sparkle here, and an-
ticipating me totally, 1923 being
the year I was born! Sadly,
however, a fatal flaw was dis-
covered in a dual draw by 1.h4.
The search to save the Lazard and
its sparkle was now on, but despite
the many possibilities all my efforts
kept being frustrated by duals.
Meeting Ellison in 1969, I men-
tioned this subject to him, and he
decided to devote some time to it.
But he too met problems, writing:
"The dual draw can be achieved in
various ways which makes it very
persistent. Reshuffling the Q-side
pieces fails to provide acure, the
version with bKc6 the most disap-
pointing because it removes the
dual perfectly only to introduce
another by an unfortunate accident.
Since bPg3 must be Black’s only P




and white men would destroy the
stalemate, extra material is prac-
tically ruled out. Hence wB must
move to fl with a capture or be put
there initially as shown below."

V3 W.D. Elllson s version (1969)
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g5c6 0440.21 5/4 Draw
V3 W.D.Ellison The new dual draw
is: 1.Kf4 g2 2.Ke3 Ral 3.Rg6+
Kxc5 4.Kf2 Be4 5.Rg5+ Kd4
6.Be2 draw.

"The trouble is caused by wB and
bK being on the same rank. Out of
the frying pan into the fire!"
Without enthusiasm Ellison
therefore moved wB to fl, adding
bPg5, the solution then: 1.Kxg5
Bf3 etc. "This is about as near as
one can get to Lazard’s study, but
some of the charm has vanished
along with the duals.”

Ellison then petsisted with with
two more elaborate versions:

V4 W.D. Elllson s version (1969)
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g5a6 0444.21 6/5 Draw
V4 W.D.Ellison 1.Bd3+ Kxb7
2.Bxfl etc.
"Otherwise I think that W has to

give up wR for gP."
V5 W D. Elllson version (1969)
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. /////'A A
g5b5 0444.22 6/6 Draw
V5 W.D.Ellison "More fanciful and
could be full of holes."
"These are merely illustrations of a
type of position which might work:
long shots do come off sometimes
(but not too often)."
I remember having doubts about
both positions, but failed to record
them.

At this time we lost touch. He was
elected Chairman of the Assistant

Masters Association, which shows
the high regard in which he was




held in his profession, and no doubt
he was then fully engaged represen-
ting its interests nationally and
internationally.

For my part my work took me
abroad, and my interest in chess,
long on the wane, died completely.

So this is an episode with no real
end: two Ellison ideas left in limbo.
But perhaps more is now known.
Today’s databanks may know of a
study showing Lazard’s idea to
perfection, perhaps even one by
Ellison in his later years.
Alternatively, some keen reader
may feel moved to tackle the
problem, including the correctness
or otherwise of V4/V5.

Bearing in mind Ellison’s heavy
professional, administrative and
social duties at that time, it is most
remarkable that he was able to fit
in any chess at all, let alone come
up with the many incisive com-
ments and fecundity of ideas he
produced. Clearly a man of excep-
tional intelligence and energy.

T Theodorus Cornelius Louis
KOK 23xi1906-v1999

From all accounts, Kok was a very
likeable man - unambitious, laconic
and laid back, with a nice line in
humour. He composed with great
facility but was never in a hurry to
publish. Indeed, he seems to have
attached relatively little importance
to the creative side. Maybe his
Roman Catholicism had something
to do with it (he joined the Ruy

Lopez club and contributed
originals to its magazine), or per-
haps it was just temperament. His
studies were mostly, but not
exclusively, sent to Netherlands
outlets such as De Schaakwereld
and Residentiebode, and many were
incorporated into articles or saved
up for books, some of which were
published by others decades later.
A famous first prize (key 1.Sa8!! -
see No.416 in ’1234’) competed in
Czechoslovakia. The late John
Selman, who was in prolonged
contact with Kok, acquired some of
the material which was then redis-
covered by Jan van Reek after
Selman’s death.

Kok’s Problemen en
Eindspelstudien was self-published
in December 1938, Wege zur
Endspielstudie (consisting of
Bauernendspiele and Schwarze
Damen in Zugzwang in German
translation, edited by Jan van Reek,
and with a photo) in 1992. Personal
details can be found in problemist
Harry Johnson’s article Imitating
Kok in the November 1996 number
of Harrie Grondijs’ Stes Journal,
from which we learn, for example,
that ’the summit’ of Kok’s
chessplaying career was in a tour-
nament in which he was ’lucky not
to end last, because one contestant
had five zeroes, and I only four’,
and that ’in 1945, after the war, he
had stopped playing chess because
of his professional career. He had
felt that after his retirement as an
actuary plenty of time would
remain to become world chess







