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The Underpromotion Matrix — Gady Costeff

Ignacio Calvi (1797-1872) of Modena, was the first composer to show underpromotion to rook or
bishop. He also composed the first study combining knight and bishop promotion:

Ignacio Calvi, 1836

2.h8=411 (2.h8—%* 3. Zae7| de 4. @dSl wins
1.98=5 fe3 Hd4d 3.50e7 He2+

4.4xc2 4d4+ =)

Hd4

Revolutionary content and admirable construction. Bishop promotions are always motivated by
stalemate considerations. The knight promotion is motivated by the need to guard 6, a finer
motivation than a checking knight promotion which motivates 42% of knight promotions. The cook
1..Nd4 is trivially fixed (+Pe3) and of no importance in our context. It took almost 100 years for the
next step to be made:

V. Korolkov, 1St Prize Pravda 1930
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Each black bishop move down the diagonal is answered with a new underpromotion. The final
position has all three promoted pieces on the eighth rank. Note Calvi’s DNA in the above study, the
knight and bishop promotions are identical in motivation and construction.

The lively introduction, which | skipped, contains a queen promotion, formally achieving the
Allumwandlung (AUW) theme. Since a queen promotion adds no paradox, while requiring extra
material, it is another artistic decision the composer must make.

This matrix, with minor variations, is used in at least 38 studies, including studies by Troitzky,
Liburkin, Cheron, Fritz, Chekhover, Pogosiants, Kalandadze, Nadareishvili, Gurgenidze, and
Dobrescu, among others. It is far more popular than the few other known matrixes. If imitation is
the sincerest form of flattery, the Calvi-Korolkov matrix occupies a special place in history.



D. Gurgenidze, 3™ Prize Nadareishvili JT 1996

1 e3 Axe3 2 ﬁgz
Ada+ 3.5b2 BExb2
4,592 BEb4+ 5.82b2
Hxb2

The alterations bKa5, bRb2, and Pg7—e¢7 enable a consecutive white AUW, though the pattern is
slightly weakened due to the capturing of the promoted bishop.

E. Melnichenko, 2" Com., L'ltalia Scac 1982
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1.b8—£a d2 2.d8—ﬁ 4.cxd8=E Ad1 5.f8=1 Ac2 6.a8=L. Wins

Hxd8 3.exd8=2

Hxd8

The most popular thematic expansion of the matrix is showing extra promotions. Melnichenko adds
three rook promotions with the clever use of Pd2. Every white move is an underpromotion!

G. Tallaksen Ostmoe, 1% Prize, Arves AT 2014
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1 §b3+ %’a4 2 Ha3+ 7.0-0-0 0 0-0 g1= % 8.8xg1 11 11.d8=E A xd8 wins.

&xa3 3.f8=+ ¢5 Ec2+ 9.2bl Eb2+ 12.08=% Ab6 Valladao and AUW
4.bxc6+ Dad 10.&al &c2 13.h84 (13.h8=%

5.%b4+ &xb4d Ad4! 14.%xd4 Ebl+)

6.4xc3+ &xc3

The Norwegian composer, who recently drew over the board world champion Carlsen, combines
AUW with the Valladao task. The en passant and especially the castling with the subsequent king
trek to the corner is beautifully done. Such a study raises the bar significantly, but it also proves
that with such ambition and technique, the Calvi-Korolkov matrix may still have a bright future.



Israel Ring Tourney: Studies 2021

Judge: Geir Sune Tallaksen @stmoe, Norway
I would like to thank Variantim for letting me judge their tourney. | received 24 studies which |
enjoyed analyzing, and | ended up including eight of them in the award.

Before we get to the awarded studies, | have some comments on the studies which were not chosen
for the award.

Var. 3593 (Richardson): The final checkmate is pretty. However, the play preceding it is not good
enough for the award. | would have dropped the first two moves; an obvious capture with check is
not a good way to start a study unless there is some thematic reason to do it.

Var. 3595 (Richardson): A solver-friendly study where White’s rook and knight give a series of
checks which end in winning Black’s queen one way or the other. It is surprising that Black’s king,
given a lot of options, has nowhere safe to hide. The big downside of the study is that Black’s queen
never makes a move.

Var. 3596 (Avni & Tarasiuk): This study has some pretty stalemate ideas, but | find the main lines
less appealing than the refutations of the tries (1.g6?, 2.Qel1?). Maybe it is possible to make those
lines into separate studies? The final point is that White has to choose between 6.Rf6 or 6.Rh6 to lift
the stalemate, but the difference is fairly obvious.

Var. 3597 (Muljadi): White is a piece down and has to play accurately in order to trade all the
remaining pawns. This position looks more like a practical calculation exercise than a study.

Var 3598 (Robinson): After a short introduction, the study enters the well-analyzed realm of knight
versus rook’s pawn. The manoeuvre Kf6-f7-e8-d8 is a surprise if you do not know it, but it is not
original.

Var. 3659 (Kekely & Hlinka): White starts off with a lot of material up, but has to give away most
of it to avoid getting mated. 1 do not find this too spectacular, as it is clear White does not really
have a choice.

Var. 3660 (Kekely & Hlinka): This study has an attractive start, where White spends the first four
moves to make Rd7 and Kc8 switch places in order to gain a tempo in the tablebase knight endgame
that arises afterwards. That endgame continues for 14 moves, but without any real study-like
elements.

Var. 3664 (Kuzmichev): The material of this 5-piece study is highly unusual — rook against two
knights. White has to delay the capture of a knight on two occasions in order to reach a winning
position with rook versus knight. | applaud the composer for finding something of interest in that
endgame, but the idea is not enough to be included in the award, and it is unfortunate that one of the
knights does not make a move.

Var. 3666 (Robinson): After a short introduction, this study presents another 5-piece endgame, this
time with queen against rook and knight. Black’s cramped position means it is not too surprising
that White can win by triangulation.

Var. 3729 (Hoch & Richardson): The knight sacrifice 3.Nd4! starts a little sequence which ends
with Black’s queen being forked. A nice combination, but not enough to be included in the award.
Var. 3731 (Richardson): The stalemate defense 4.Nf7! is the highlight of this study. | do not see
how the introductory captures add to the study; | would have preferred to start with the position after
Black’s second move.

Var. 3732 (Richardson): After 9 moves of manoeuvring to stop Black’s passed pawn, White has
to spot the subtle difference between 10.Nc6 and 10.Na6. A good final point, but not enough to be
included in the award.

Var. 3733 (Richardson): The play in this study is nice, with two active selfblocks ending in a mate.
However, it is unfortunate that White’s bishop does not make a move.

Var. 3734 (Hoch): A positional draw where the bishop perpetually chases Black’s queen. I am not
convinced by the introduction. You may call the first move a queen sacrifice, but not really, as the
queen is already trapped in the initial position.



Var. 3736 (Afek): An improvement on a study by Sindler. However, the study does not improve on
the fact that White’s bishop does not make a move.

Var. 3737 (Pasman): After 14 moves, the play splits into two main lines ending in echo positions
of White’s king and pawn and Black’s rook. The play leading to those positions is not interesting
enough to be included in the award.

Here are the studies | included in the award:

1%t Prize: Var. 3730 Jan Rusinek

A truly impressive study. The play is attractive from the start to the end, where Black builds up an
attack which White has to meet by sacrifices. After ten moves, it looks like Black has succeeded as
White’s king is caught in a mating net even though the material balance generally suggests a draw.
However, White responds with a surprising queen sacrifice leading to a beautiful model stalemate
with six pieces lined up on the same file. The only thing | can hold against this study is that the
bishop on g1 is captured without making a single move. That is acceptable to me when the overall
impression of the study is this good.

Jan Rusinek
1t Prize IRT 2021
O / / % 1.5 1.65 &3+ 2.5e4 Wh3+ 3.c6 Hdd+ 4.2XCT7 Wxg8 5.Hxc5+ b4

»
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6.d7 &xc5 7.d8=Q &xd8+ 8.%xd8 &xb6 1...c6+! Pawn sacrifice 2.&xc6
N d8+ 3.Hd5! 3.Hc7 Hiceb+ 4.%b8 Axb6 3....0d7! 4. Q.c2+ &ab
5.Exb5+! Rook sacrifice 5...&xb5 6. Q.a4+! Bishop sacrifice 6.£.d3+?
&h4 6...FHxad 7.¥xgl He5+ 8.Fc4 Wxed+ 9. ¥ d4! Knight sacrifice
9..c2+ 9...%xf5 10.%al# 10.&d5+! &b5 11.¥d3+!! Queen sacrifice
11..¥xd3+ 12.0d4+ &-any - stalemate

Draw 7+7

2" Prize: Var.3599 Jan Sprenger

A remarkable miniature where both of White’s knights have to sacrifice themselves in order to help
the pawn forward. The first move is already a surprise, as it is not obvious why Black’s king is better
placed on al than on c2, until you discover the various lines where the king ends up forked. After
5.c7 White threatens two different knight sacrifices — 5.Nc5 and 5.Nd4 — and surprisingly, Black
can not prevent both at the same time. | would like to add an additional point not mentioned by the
composer: 5...Bb4 would prevent 5.Nd4 but not 5.Nc5!, in contrast to the main line 5...Be7 which
prevents 5.Nc5 but not 5.Nd4!.

1..»c2!! Forcing the Black king on a square where it is within the reach of
the other knight. (thematic try 1.£5e6? &xal! (1...2d6? 2.c7 Bc6 3..0b3! =)
Jan Sprenger 2.c7 Bd3+ 3.%e4 Hc3 4.2d5 Ae7! = Preventing the Nowotny
2" Prize IRT 2021 interference £c5. The tactics from the solution don’t work here and Black
7% ... slowlymoves his king up the a-file. (4...£.b4? 5.5c5!! Fixc5+ 6.%d6 =))
. & (logical try 1.%e4? Hc5! (1..Hd6? 2.5¢2! &xc2 3.5f5 =) 2.5e6 Exch
/ﬁ/ // | 34d4 [no check] eg 3...Eh6 = RB/SS wins in general, EGTB confirms
/ / //// // for this specific position) 1...$xc2 2.%ed Hcb! (2...2d6 3.0f5! Excé
/ / ” = 4,504+ =) (2..2d8 3.¢7 /566 and Hid4+ 3..2c8 4.5e8! Fixe8+ 5.%d5 =)
-Q- / %,/ & 3..ne6! Ecd+ (main 3...Ec3 4.2d5 b3 5.c7 Dad 6.5Hc5+!! Exc5+ 7.2d6
< 47/ _ // _ = (this Nowotny interference has been shown first by Gulyaev in 1926))

: 4.Bd5 Hc3 (4..2b3 5.c7 Le7 6..0d4+! =) (4...2d3 5.c7 Le7! 6.0f4+]
Draw 443 903 7.9e6 /Be5 7...Exc7 8.0d5+ =) 5.c7 Threatens again £c5 (see 3.
..2c3). 5...8.e7! 6..3d4!! echo sacrifice (6.5¢5?? B xc5+ 7.2e6 HExc7 +)
(thematic try (see 4. ...2d3) 6.55f4? Exc7 7.%e6 &c4 /&d4 8.0d5 Eco+
9.%xe7 &xd5 *) 6...EHxc7 6..Hxd4+ 7.%eb /&c6 7...Hcd 8.2d7 =
7.2b5+ Y -V



15t Honorable mention: Var.3662 Michael Pasman

A tactical battle where White’s attack is met by strong counterplay from Black. In the end, White
underpromotes and delivers a midboard mate with two active selfblocks. The play is impressive
throughout the study, although the composer’s comment that it is a model mate is incorrect, as c6 is

covered twice.

Michael Pasman
1St HM IRT 2021
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1.53c7! Threating mate on d5 and covers a6 square - see next moves 1.%f2+
&xd6 2.%g3+ L5 3.%xc3+ Dd6 4.%f6+ &c5 5.%e7+ &d4! Logical try : on
immediate 1.d7 Ha3+!! 2.&xal3 Wa6+ 3.%bh3 Wc4+ 4.%c2 Hel+ 5.%cl
Hd3+! 1..5He3 1.Hxd6 2.5He8+ 1..Ha3+ 2.8Hxa3 Hed 3.d7 ¥xc7 is the
main line 2.d7! ¥xc7 3.%e7+ 3.4f8+ &6 4.d8=% ¥xd8 5.&xd8 c2! see
also comments to 4-th white move 3...&c6 4.0.e8! 4.d8=H+ ¥xd8 5.%xd8
€2 6.4e8+ (or 6.&h8 cl=n+! 7.&c3 Ha2+ 8.%d4 He2+ ) 6..207 7.%e7+
&h8 8.%e5+ Ha8 9.%c3 Hab5! 10.&xe3 Hc5!! 4..Ka3+!! there is no check
now with queen on a6 - allows returning black knight to the game 4...&b7
5.d8=% 5.%xa3 5.%xa3? &b7 5..2b5+ 6.Hb3! 6.%ad? Wa7+! 7.%b3
Hd4+! 8.8xc3 Hdl+! 9.2d3 Fab+ 10.xd4 Fal+ 11.%d3 ¥c3+ 12.%e2
We3+ 13.%xdl &d3+ 14.%el We3d+ 15.f1 W3+ with perpetual check
6.2b4?? He2+ 7.2c4 b7+ 6...0d4+ 7.@xc3 Hd5+! 7..8b7+ 8.&xd4
8.%xd4 8.exd5+? xd5+! 8....a%xe7 9.d8=H+! &d6 10.e5#! Model Mate

2"d Honorable mention: Var.3735 S. Nielsen & Y. Iglesias

Steffen S. Nielsen
Joachim Iglésias
2" HM IRT 2021
22y
HE%// |
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Draw 10+7

Starting with 1.h8Q, White initiates a tactical sequence which seems to lead
to nothing until you realize that the position after 7.Kal is mutual zugzwang.
In spite of Black’s huge material advantage and White’s lack of threats, Black
is forced to deliver stalemate. An excellent and surprising idea!

1.h8=Q 1.97? Ae2 2.h8=% Ad3+ 3.%cl Hc7+ 4.%d1 &b2 -+ 1.Hcd6 Le2
2.5e3 2d3+ 3.5c2+ Axc2+ 4.Hxc2 Dxa2 -+ 1...A4xh8 2.g7 2.4cd6? Le2
2. .Bxg7!2..4xg7? 3.4xg7 +- 3.4xg7 3.5cd6? Ae2 3...BExqg7 3...4xg7
4.5xa7 4..0cd6 Q.e2 5.53b5+! QA xb5 6..0d4 A.d3+ 7.&al Black is in
zugzwang. No White threat. 7...Ec7 stalemate. 7...0.e4?? 8.0 b5# 7...4f1??
8..0¢c2# Yo-Yo

39 Honorable mention: Var.3665 Itay Richardson

A natural-looking endgame position turns into a model mate with two active selfblocks in response
to Black’s stalemate idea. The final position has been shown before in similar ways, but rarely with
as attractive play as in this study.

Itay Richardson
3rd HM IRT 2021
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Win

1.2g4 1.5xF7 Hie2 2,494 De3 3.293 Hd4 4.5e5 Hixe2+ = 1.5 1..5xg4
2.9xg4 Fe3 3.4b5 +- 1..56¢2 2.893 +- Pe3 is now impossible 2.Q,c6+
(2.5f2+ &d4 3.%9g3 cb 4.2f3 c4 5.8e6 H1c2 6.4xf5 Hel+ 7.2f4 ¢3 8.Hd3
£Hg2+ 9.293 (9.913 Hhd+ 10.%f4 Hxf5 11.&xf5 De3 12.5¢1 2d2 =) 9...5e3
10.8e6 c2 11.%f3 Hdl 12.4f5 &c3 13.5¢1 Fh2 14.0d3+ &3 =; 2.5Hxe3
Dxe3 3.4h5 c6 4.8a6 (4.4xc6 Dxe2 =) 4...f4 5.5g4 (5.295 13 =) 5...Fe4
6.8c4 De3 7.0a6 Ped 8.4c4 e3 9.4d3 13 =) 2..Hf4 (2..50d5 3.5f6+ +-;
2..2d4 3.5h6 2¢3 (3...50¢2 4.0xf5+ +-) 4,293 ©d2 5.%f3 +-) 3.0 f2 (3.0h6
£He2 4.4b5 Hd4 5.4a6 Le3 =; 3.40f6 Hc2 4.0d5+ Deb 5.5xc7 Hd4 6.413
(6.24b5 2d6 =) 6...0xf3+ 7.exf3 &f4 =) (3.£xe3 &xe3 =) 3..Hnc2 (3..4cd
4.5d1 leads to the same continuation) 4./3d1 blocking @e3 4...53e3 5./)b2

5.5xe3 &xe3 = 5..4c4! (5..4¢2 6.4¢4 blocking @e3 6...50e3 7.0a3 Hdl 8.4¢2 blocking @e3
8...5e3 9.5b4 Hc4 10.£d5+ blocking %e3 10...%e5 (10...%e4 11.5xc7+ $e3 12.43 +-) 11.4xc7
&d6 12.8b5 Ha3 13.5He8+ De7 14.8.c6 +-) 6.e3+! 6.5xc4 stalemate 6...&)xe3 6...2xe3 7.Lxcd+

7..2d3# model mate

6



15t Commendation: Var.3663 Pavel Arestov

A king hunt starting off with castling and ending in a model mate in one main line and an
underpromotion in the other main line, all in a miniature study! None of these ideas are completely
new, so the commendation is given for the idea of combining them into one study.

Pavel Arestov
i cOm IRT 2021  1.0-O+! LEfL+? 26! 1.. g6 1...5e6 2.68=t+ Wxe8 3K fel+ +- 2. Hc6+
W / / | 2.1818? &g3+! with 2 lines: A) 2...9h5 3. Bf5+! 3.8c5+? $h4! 4.5 c4+ Dh5!
% 7 /ﬁ? / 5.Fic5+ h4 positional draw 3..9g4 4.5f2! We5 4..&b1+ 5.5f1 wd3!
7 7 7 A enfa+ll o3l T.Hgh+! Exgh B.e8=v g3+ O.%fl Wid+ 10.%el +-
_ » %// 7% | 4.wg3+5.802 +- 5 Hch+ g3 6.5cfAl 6.5g2+? %h3! 6. %el+ 6...&xeT
| 77213 6..%al+ 7.0f1 wa7+ 8.3hl - main line 7.EfL te3+ 8.phi!
_ 7/ 7/ _ | 84127 UxeT! 8,127 L+l Q.51 e+ 10,5112 Ue2 8...¢xe7 9. ELFH
%// ﬁ/ ;. / B) 2..9g7 3.Hc7!! 3.Hel? Wg3+! 3. xcT 4.68=5)+! 4.68=17 g3+
.y 5.%h1 Wh3+! 4...9g6 5.xc7 +-

Win 4+3

2" Commendation: Var.3661 David Gurgenidze & Martin Minski
In a heavy position where both kings look exposed, White surprisingly has time to open with a silent
move. Black responds by sacrificing all the pieces because of stalemate ideas, after which White
responds with counter-sacrifices, keeping just enough material to deliver an ideal mate. The position
after 8...Qxf1+ is anticipated by Gurgenidze (1995), so the commendation is given for the preceding
play.
David Gurgenidze  1.3f5! 1.5xf1? %xh3+! 2.&xh3 Eh5+ 3.%h4 Hxhd+ 4.%xh4 al=%!
Martin Minski 1.¥%f4+? Bxe2 2.0xfl al=% 3.%e3+ &dl 4.%b3+ el 5. 44+ Hd2+
2nd Com IRT 2021 6.5xd2 ¥xd2+ 7.4xd2+ ©xd2! 1.5xd5?? Bhl+! 2.&xhl &xh3+ -+
1..Bh1+! play for stalemate 1...%xf5 2.4g5+! #xg5 3.&ed# 2.&xhl
Hdl+ 2..al=%+ 3.%h2 Whi+! 4.&xhl Bd1+ 5.%h2 Bhl+ 6.%xhl +- see
E/ / main line 3.&h2 Bhl+! 4.&xhl al=%+ 5.&h2 5.4g1+? ¥xgl+ 6.&xgl
g7+ (6...8%d1+? 7.Hell Wxel+ 8.%f1+ Wxfl+ 9.8xfl +- ) 7.5xg7
) // ‘%// . . | stalemate ) (5.5e1? &xel+ 6.5g1+ Exgl+ 7.8xgl Wxf5 8L+ Sgdl
. /// /%1 /% | 5-BNIH G YAl 7.Hell 75022 i+l 8 2xh1 stalemate
7 / / / 7. &xel+ 8. f1+!! the point 8.5gl+? ¥xgl+ 9.%xgl stalemate 8.%h2?
- #hl+! 9.%xhl stalemate 8...&xfl+ 9.ngl+ Hf2 9..Fe4 10.HHg3+ +-
Win 6+5 9..%g4 10.5e3+ +- 10.8.g3# ideal mate with self-block on f1

39 Commendation: Var.3594 Amatzia Avni
In an apparently simple position, Black’s stalemate idea 3...Kh7 and 4...Kh8 is a surprise. In
response, White reveals the highlight of the study, the geometrically pleasing queen sacrifice 5.Qh1!

Amatzia Avni
31 Com IRT 2021
7, 7, & 7] 1502 (1.90d3? &xh5 =) 1..e1=¥ (second line 1...&xh5 2.a7 Hal!
> / s / (2...506+ 3.7 He5+ 4.Hh7 +) 3.%g8! (3.0xal el=¥ =) 3..el=%
,ﬁ / 7 8 8 (3..506 4.5xal el=t 5.a8=t =) 4.5xel £1g6 5.5d3! (5.5¢27? Bg5 =)
//// / / 5..Fixa7 (5... g5 6.5e5!) 6.5f4+ = deflecting a black knight 6...5xf4
/ _ 7.f8=%) (1...Hcl 2.%g8 Egl+ 3.%h8 =) 2.5 xel Exel 3.a7 h7! 4.a8=%
% %/ = / Hh8! 5.8h 111 deflecting a black rook (5.2d5? £g6+ 6.hxg6 EHe8+ 7.%xe8
%% i %/ % stalemate) 5...£)g6+ (5...2xh1 6.%e8 (6.%e7 =)) 6.hxg6+ check! 1-0

Win 7+4



Book Review by Yochanan Afek

Close Encounters with the Chess Pieces is the long awaited best problems selection of and by
Uri Avner (1941 - 2014) - a world class composer and Israel’s first grandmaster of chess
composition. Uri himself was preparing this selection of his most outstanding works when he passed
away 8 years ago, leaving the manuscript still far from being ready for publication. The task of
editing the precious material and turning it to an invaluable book was successfully completed by
Uri’s good friends and acclaimed composers Raffi Ruppin and Jacques Rotenberg in collaboration
with the publisher, Slovak GM Peter Gvozdjak.

Raffi, Uri’s classmate and lifetime friend, tells the story of his highly promising start already at the
age of 12 (1), before retiring just 5 years later, for almost two decades, in favour of a successful over
the board career. Uri resumed his composing activity in the late seventies for the rest of his life,
becoming Israel’s most prominent and versatile composer and one of the world’s leading selfmate

experts. In his total output of some 500 problems in almost all genres, 219 emerged prizewinners,

of which 126 as first! Uri also excelled as the organizer of 3 successful WFCC
meetings, while leading Israel to its most notable achievements in the
International arena. He made a considerable contribution to the promotion of
our art in his capacity as the chairman of the Israeli association for chess
composition and later as the president of the WFCC.

The main part of the hardback book’s 185 pages is featuring 157 outstanding
problems (including some 50 joint ones) - direct mates, helpmates, selfmates
and fairies with instructive comments by Swedish GM Kjell Widlert, various
tourney judges and other reputed experts. The stories behind the scenes of the
problems are often told by Uri himself (in Hebrew too). The final part of the
book includes a detailed glossary as well as definitions of Fairy pieces and
conditions and one article- The reciprocal selfmate battery -based on Uri’s
lecture in Graz congress 1987.

Here is a handful of selected examples from the book with quotations from
Kjell Widlert’s instructive comments. We start with one of Uri’s early
highlights composed when he was just 14. A is “a really elegant reciprocal
change, where the key transfers the white control of d6 to d5 and the black
control of ¢6 from Rh6 to Bh1 — which together cause the exchange of mates”.
Setplay: 1..d5a2.8d4 A#1..d6 b 2.4xc6 B #

1.of6 ! [2.2d6#] 1..d5a2.56c6 B# 1..d6 b 2.8d4 A # 1..Bxf6 2.%g3#
1..8c8 2.50xd7# 1...8d5 2.Exd5# 1...0xf5 2. &xf5#

In B, one of Uri’s own favourites, the tries don’t work because the BK
happens to annihilate a pawn, opening a line of guard, a rarely seen motif.
These mixed colour ambush batteries are neutralized in the actual play by a
Grimshaw, forced by an exceptionally concealed key with a hidden threat,
which alone makes the problem memorable”.

1.4xh6 +?butl..&xe5!1.4xg3+?but1..&xe3!1.8a2![2.495 + &xe5
3.4 + Peb 4.c5#] 1..Hcb 2.4xg3 + Dxe3 3.4f4 + Hed 4.0f2# 1...4¢5
2.8xh6 + &xe5 3.4f4 + ed 4..50g5#

The author of these lines was privileged to collaborate with Uri in the first 3
editions of the world solving championships as well as in the creation of a
dozen or so awarded joint problems, mainly selfmates, following his
comeback and throughout the eighties. C is one of our better efforts. “Quite
an unusual idea: Pb7 is pinned in four different shapes...The position is quite
massive, but it fits the powerful play. And the key is excellent”.

1.8c5 ! [2.8x%c6 + Axc6 3.dxc8=%, K + Hxc8#]

A. Uri Avner
IS*HM 13 TT To Mat
1955-56

//'5//

vy
// o B
-

_ /.
7 s A
///%/
. A

YNERY Y&
#2 8+7
B. Uri Avner

3 Prize Canadian
Chess Chat 1980 v

# 10+11
C. UriAvner
Yochanan Afek

15t Prize Schweiz.
Schachzeitun / ;98;-82

/
%%//
%//

_
//

SH#3

/

1...fxe5 2.b8=S + &Hxa7 3.%xc6 + Q,.xch# 1....0xd7 2.b8=E + Hxa7 3.%xb6 + Hxb6#
1...bxc5 2.bxc8=% + &b6 3.2a6 + Exab# 1...4xc5 2.Excb + Axch 3.dxc8=% = + Exc8#
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Uri’s helpmates are extremely elegant and harmonious. D is an eye catching D.  Uri Avner
example: The BQ wants to go to e4 but must make a detour so as not to stop 1% Prize H. Colonelli-
White’s first move. Here it is shown once with the shortest and once with the 85 Festival 1982-83

longest BQ move. The white castlings are essential for forcing unique queen 0 / T
moves”. a) 1.5 0-0-0 2.%e4 &d6# b) 1.%a4d 0-0 2.&ed &f6# / .t/ A /
Uri excelled in Israel’s International team matches: =/ , /

In E the double pin in the diagram changes into two new double pins of the /& v @ /
same black pieces, with each of the original pinners pinning on another line %

e w w /,
o

T ‘b

in one solution”. a) 1.%d4 ¥h8 2.5xe5 Bad# b) 1.&xed Ac6 2.5Hxd5 Be2#

He was the mainstay of the team in various editions of the WCCT: F “is a @
great work showing the neutralization of two ambushed white pieces (harmful — o

white batteries)...”. 1.80h7 1 2z. 1...0.d2 2.%e4 + xed 3.5b2 + Exb2# H#2 b)ﬁa“hl 45
1...96 2.&d5 + &xd5 3.5b2 + Exb2# 1...44Xc3 2.5506 + £.d4 3.5b2 + Exb2# 1...%xg2 2.5d5 + &ed
3.502 + HExb2# 1. 412 2.5g6 ~ 3.5b2 + Hxb2# 1... %~ 2.%h7 ~ 3.%hb5 + axb5#

G: “In both lines of play, the black king performs a double switchback to e4, with exchanged 2"
and 4™ moves and exchange of function between Rh4/Bc8 and Sc1/Sc6. Excellent use of the white
material”. 1.%g7! [2.Exf4+ &xf4 3.50d3+ Ded 4. 4.5+ x5 5.c8=%+ Ded 6.&cgd+ Hxd3 7.0b4+
axbd#] 1...ad 2. A5+ &xf5 3.00d4+ Ded 4. Bxfa+ Dxf4 5.8xf3+ el 6.d3+ &xd4 7..0b3+ axb3#

The book is an invitation to a highly enjoyable and instructive journey in the world of a super
composer. Quoting the Ukrainian giant Valentin Rudenko “Problems by Uri Avner are always noted
not only for originality and impeccable technical skill in implementing problem concepts, but also
for unusual interpretations of many of the most complicated composition themes. His numerous
unique creations rightfully belong in the Hall of fame of World Chess Composition”

E. Uri Avner F. Uri Avner G. Uri Avner
2" Place Czechoslovakia Israel 1992 1%t Place 3“j WCCT 1984-88 (v) 1t Place 7th WCCT 2004

Israel Ring Tourney: Twomovers 2020 Judge: Paz Einat
A good number of 20 originals were published in 2020. Moreover, the level was high and | enjoyed
restudying the problems. The four prize problems are exceptionally good, and very different from
each other, so it was difficult to decide on their order.
1% Prize: Var.3379 Daniel Papack Daniel Papack
The Dombrovskis element, featured by the three captures on d5, is highly 1% Prize IRT 2020 ]

enhanced by the try play. In the set play, all three captures on d5 result in 2.Sf7#.
A move by Sd4 protects d5, leading to 2.Sf7# as the threat, but as e6 is
unguarded the captures on d5 now prevents this mate. The opening of the line
to WRd2 causes the captures on d5 to become self-pins and drives mate
changes. Playing Sd4 to b3, c6 or f3 results in interferences with WQ lines, and
each of the tries is refuted by one of the black captures on d5. The solution
avoids such interferences and all three self-pins on d5 are answered by WQ pin
mates. | decided to give this the top place mainly due to the cohesiveness of all
parts of this problem.  Set: 1...55cxd5/Exd5/Sexd5 2.0f7#

1.50b3 ? [2.5f7#] but 1...5¢cxd5 | 1.49¢6 ? [2.0f7#] but 1...0exd5 ! 1.5f3 ? [2.6f7#] but 1...2xd5 !
1.0e6 ! [2.5f7#] 1...5cxd5 2.%a3# 1...Hxd5 2.%g3# 1...50exd5 2.%xb6# 1...dxe6 2.2d8#
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2" Prize: Var.3381 Pavel Murashev Pavel Murashev
A surprising le Grand with a unique double pin mate in the solution involving 2”d prize IRT 2020
prevention of e.p. capture by the pin. Overall, there are four mate changes and
two mate transfers between the set play, try and solution. The variety and
accuracy of the mates on the BQ defences is excellent and the variation 1...bxa4
2.c4#, matching a set play variation one on the other side, is a nice artistic
touch! Set: 1...fxg4 2.e4 A#but 1...f4! 1...%c6 c 2.4xc6# 1..bxad d 2.&ca#
1.9xf5? [2.e4 A#] 1..exd4 a2.%b3 B # 1...%xd4 b 2.4.c6# 1...exf5 2. Af7# but
1..e4! 1. Hd3! [2.%b3 B #] 1...exd4 a 2.e4 A # 1...%xd4 b 2.%xb5# - self-pin
1...%¢5 2.dxc5# 1...%c6 ¢ 2.dxe5# 1...bxad d 2.c4# 1...Axb4 2.5e3#

3" Prize: Var.3513 Marjan Kovadevié

A remarkable mechanism of reciprocal changes with rare mates on the same square by a knight and
a queen. The line effects work beautifully: with the WP on d3 (try) the BQ defence on ¢3 maintain
guard of e5 but cuts the observation of the WB/WS battery enabling 2.Sxe5#, while the defence on
b4 unguards e5, with 2.Qxe5#, but still observes the battery. With the WP on d4 (solution) the
defence on ¢3 unguards e5 but still observes the battery while the defence on b4 cuts the battery
observation but unguards c4 requiring only 2.5xe5#. 1.d3? [2.BExb5#] 1...%c3 a 2.55xe5 A (&xe5?)#
1..%xb4 b 2.%xe5 B (5Hxe5?)# 1...4c4 2.dxc4# 1..Hb~ 2.%d6# but: 1..%e3! 1.d4! [2.%c5#]
1..%c3 a 2.%xe5 B (Hxeb?)# 1...%xb4 b 2.5xe5 A (&xeb?)# 1...exd4/Hxd4,Hd6 2.50xelyd6#

4" Prize: Var.3430 Gerard Doukhan

Tertiary threat correction (TTC) elegantly tied with Hannelius. The primary threat Re6# is prevented
in the try 1.Seg6? by the unpin of BBf5 with reappearance of the primary threat as mate after
1...Bxg6. The key give flight, thus preventing both primary and secondary threats, a common
element in TTC but elegantly combined in this rendering of the theme. The two defences by BBc3
lead to dual avoidance bringing back the primary and secondary threats as mates.

1.55~? [2.2e6 A#]1..d22.%e2 C#but 1...Axd4 a! 1..0596? [2.%xf4 B #] (2.2e6?) 1...4xg6
2.0e6 A#1..d22.%e2 C#butl..Ad2b! 1.54xd3! [2.%e2 C #] (2.2e6? 2.4xf4?) 1..4d2 b
2.0e6 A# (&xf4?) 1..4xd4 a 2.%xf4 B # (2e6?) 1..f3 2.&e3# 1...&xd3 2. &c2#

15t Honorable mention: Var.3509 Vasyl Dyachuk

The three tries and key have moves to c¢5 and €5, enabling capture defences by BPd6. The moves
by the WS enable 2.Rd8# and not 2.Bc6 as c4 is unguarded, while moves by the WB open a guard
line on c4 and enable 2.Bc6#. This is topped by the solution’s threat being one of the thematic
mates and comprising the Dombrovskis paradox. 1.5¢5? [2.%e4#] 1...dxc5 b 2.2d8 B# 1...Exd4
2.%xd4# but 1...4c2! 1.4c5? [2.8xd6#] 1...dxc5 b 2.8c6 A# 1..4b2! 1.8e57 [2.8xd6#] 1...dxe5
a2.8c6 A#butl..0a3!1.5n0de5! [2.8c6 A#] 1...dxe5 a 2.2d8 B# 1...Qa4/Hxd4 2. Ac/&xdaH
2" Honorable mention: Var.3507 Anatoly Vasylenko

As above, an interesting 4-phase reciprocal changes. When the knight makes the captures on c¢5 &
d4 square f4 is unguarded so 2.exd4 cannot mate and only the evacuated e6 can be used for 2.Re6#
The “BQ correction” play in the set is nice. 1...&~/%xe6/%a2,b3 2.2d5/Exe6 Alexd4 B# 1...4xd6
2.497 C#1.5xc5? [2.5cd3#], 1...8xc5 a 2.8e6 A# 1...%d5 2.8xd5# 1...4b5! 1.5xd4? [2.0f3#] 1...&xd4
b2.H8e6 A#1..%d52.8xd5# 1..e1=5H1 1.bxc5? [2.897 C #] 1...%xc5 a 2.exd4 B # 1...%xe6 ¢ 2.2 xe6#
1.4d8d! 1.8xd4! [2.897 C#] 1...%&xd4 b 2.exd4 B # 1...%xe6 c 2.8Hed# 1...4d8 d 2.8.d6#

Marjan Kovacevi¢ Gerard Doukhan Vasyl Dyachuk Anatoly Vasylenko
3 Prize IRT 2020 4" Prize IRT 2020 1St HM IRT 2020 2" HM IRT 2020
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374 Honorable mention: Var.3428 Mykola Chernyavskyi & Pavel Murashev

M. Chernyavskyi
P. Murashev

3“’ HM IRT 2020

This looks like an attempt to show a Ukrainian cycle with double threats, but one
such phase is missing to complete this. So, we have threat reduction (1.Ra5? 1.Se3?
1.hxg4?), but brings two threats. Dombrovskis paradoxes do exists, as expected
with themes involving le Grand. Set: 1...&f3 a 2.%xg4 A ,%d5 B# 1.5a5 ? [2.%xg4
A Wd5 B Wf5 C#] but 1...8e5 ! 1.5e3 ? [2.%xg4 A, ¥d5 B#] 1..9f3 a 2.4f5 C#
1..d1=8/d1=4 2.&xg4/&d5# but 1..d1=% ! 1.hxgd ? [2.&f5 C#] 1..2f3 a 2.%d5
B#1..5e6 2.%c6# but 1..f5! 1.Hb5 ! [2.%f5 C, ¥d5 B# 1...&f3 a 2.%xg4 A# 1...8e5
2.8e3# 1..f5 2.%d5# 1...5e6 2.%d5,4b7#

4th Honorable mention: Var.3433 David Shtern. Excellent try play and
various mate changes and change of function. The key, taking a flight but giving
two, compensates for the unprovided flight. 1.5d4 ? zz. 1..&f4/f4,fxe4,d5,dxc6
2.%g3/%g5/Ab8# but 1..d6 ! 1L.Hxd7 ? zz. 1..Pxed/fd/fxed 2.%e3/yd4/&g5# but
1.%f4 1 1.5h5 ? [2.%d4#] 1. Dxedlfxed 2.%e3/&c5# 1..f4 1 1.&xd7 ? zz.
1. Dxed/fAlfxed 2. %e3N5d4ygh# 1.4 1 1.8g5 ? zz. 1...&xed 2.%e3# but 1...dxc6
I 153 ? [2.%d4#] 1.&f6/&xd6 2.0d4/ab8# 1.5f4 | 1L.of6 | [2.4d4#]
1..2f4/SxT6/Sxd6 2.%e3/Ad4/Ab8#H

1st Commendation: Var.3431 Mark Basisty & Petro Novitsky

A nice flight-giving key rounds up 3 interesting tries with replies on the refutations
of the first try. 1...b4 2.8c4 A# 1.5b7? [2.5¢5#] 1...24d6 2.5xd6 B# 1...5e6 a, Le5b
1 1.50c4? [2.0d2#] 1..bxcd/fel 2.8xcd Alde B# 1..4e5 b ! 1.2c5? [2.%f5 D#]
1..5d5 2.%xd5 E# 1..4e5 b 2.8xe5# 1..A4f4!1 1.Hxd3! [2.2d4#] 1..5e6 a/Qe5
b/&xd3 2.%d5 E/Nf2%f5 D#

2nd Commendation: Var.3508 Anatoly Vasylenko. Rich try play with pins,
unpins and pin-mates. The best phase is 1.cxd5 and a pity it is not the solution.
1.8xg6? [2.5e5#] 1...d4 2.8xd4# 1....0g4 2.%xf5# 1...5ed a | 1.%e6? [2.%e3#] 1...0ed
a (g4,d1) 2.%xed# 1..He5 2.0xe5# 1. .Bxf3! 1.cxd5? [2.2d4#] 1..Ecxd5 2.%xb5#
1..Bfxd5,f4 2.5e5# 1...2xc3 2.&xc3# 1...b3/e2 2.0e2# 1..Hcd b | 1.cxb5! [2.8d4#]
1..Bcd b 2.&xca# 1...Bf4/Exc/30b3,e2 2.5e5/xc3/ L e2#

34 Commendation: Var.3511 Miguel Uris. The pin-unpin based Le Grand
is well known, but it is done here with a rare orthogonal flight, giving this some
originality. 1..&d3 a 2.2d2 A, Exd5 B# 1.£b3? [2.Exd5 B#] but 1...c6! 1.&g1?
[2.2d2 A#] 1...%d3 a 2.Exd5 B# 1...2h2 2.%¥xe3# but 1...5e5! 1.Q.c6! [2.2xd5 B#]
1..%d3 a2.82d2 A# 1..Hh5 2.%xe3#

4th Commendation: Var.3515 Kabe Moen. Anti-Bristol key and good try,
paradoxically nullifying the nice set play. There are three different mates

#2 9+1O
David Shtern

4th HM IRT 2020

#2 8+4
Basisty & Novitsky
1st Com. IRT 2020
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#2 6+9

on 1...Sxb4 and the WQ still maintains good variation play. 1...5xe3/Hxb4 2.%d3/%f5# 1.45 ? [2.Hc5#]
1..5xe3/Hxb4 2.%d3/Qeb# 1...Hab 2.%xb3# 1...4xe3 ! 1.4.d3 ! [2.2d6#] 1...Ah2/5xb4/Eab6

2.%xh1/ A c4/xb3#.

5t Commendation: Var.3380. Givi Mosiashvili. A mixture of self-pins, pin and unpins with try
and solution comprising of battery formation. There is unified play between try and solution, but the

content is very limited. 1...%d4/g5 2.8.e6# 1..5de6? [2.2c5#]
1..gl= 1 1.5ge6! [2.5d8#] 1..
Anatoly Vasylenko
2" Com. IRT 2020

o E
/N/g%@%/
w/@ %}/

.9eb/Eg5/Ee6+/ A3 2.5 c5/Nf4/ L6/ f3#

Miguel Uris Kabe Moen
3rd Com IRT 2020 4" Com. IRT 2020
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Israel Ring Tourney: Fairies 2020

Judge: N. Shankar Ram, Bangalore, India, November 2021

| thank Paz Einat for inviting me to judge the Fairies published in Variantim for 2020. Some of my
problems appeared in Variantim in the 1990s and | am happy to return as a judge! The categorisation
and statistics can be seen here. There were 65 problems, with mate and help play problems forming
around 50% in the goal and play categories. There was a more even split in the fairy piece and
condition categories. The standard was fairly good and | have included around 34% of the problems
in the award. My congratulations to the authors and my apologies to those whose problems were not
included.

# Category Nos % Awarded | % Award. | N.A | Prize | HM | Com

1| Goal - # 34 | 52.3% i3 20.00% 21 4 4

2 | Goal - = 12 | 185% 8 4.62% 9

3 | Goal —s#1 (hs#) 16 | 24.6% 6 9.23% 10 1 3

4 | Goal —s=1 (hs=) 3| 4.6% 0.00%

5 | Goal —s+1 (hs+) 1| 1.5% 0.00%

6 | Play — Direct 13 | 20.0% 6 9.23%

7 | Play — Help 31 | 47.7% 11 16.92% 20 1 5

8 | Play — Series 20 | 30.8% 4 6.15% 16 4

9 | Play — Retractor 1 1.5% 1 1.54% 1

1| without Fairy Pieces 34 | 52.3% 8 12.31% 26 1 4 3

1| With Fairy Pieces 31| 47.7% 14 21.54% 17 4 3 7

1 | without Fairy Conditions 31| 47.7% 8 12.31% 23 3 1 4

1 | with Fairy Conditions 34 | 52.3% 14 21.54% 20 2 6 6

‘11 ‘,féf%?,ﬁﬁﬂ?é;“ry Pleces | 17| 26.1% 2 308% | 15 2

1 | With Fairy Conditions 17 | 26.1% 6 9.23% 11 1 4

1 Wiih Fairy Pieces Only 14 | 21.5% 6 9.23% 8 3 1 2

! Xx';hcz’ggl‘tz‘;'gy Pleces 17 | 26.1% 8 1231% | 9| 1 2 5
Total 65 22 33.85% 43 5 7 10

e  One problem was a duplicate, so not counted in total.

e  One problem had dual stipulation hs# and hs=, so counted in both groups.

e Two problems using Torus board counted under fairy conditions.
15t Prize: Var.3574 Franz Pachl Franz Pachl
® Y-flights followed by cyclic anti-battery mates on f6 plus thematic tries. 1St Prize IRT 2020
The 3 W pieces on e7, f5 and d5 exchange their roles cyclically as front and
rear pieces of an anti-battery. Each mate also activates an indirect anti-battery

/
%

Y2

/
d6-g6. Dual avoidance is forced by W needing to pin a black piece which E// 17k /%,

75

could otherwise capture the rear piece of the direct anti-battery. Two of the 3
thematic tries fail as the W pinning piece makes the try. The third try fails due
to white unguarding a distant BK flight. The key finally being made by the
out of play Leo on a3. Memorable line play typical of the author.

1.02el-c3 ? [2.8xg7#] but 1...2f7 | (2.}=e7-f6? Deb! rzel is missing) s
1.@5c2-c3 ? [2.Exg7#] but 1..%h7 ! (2.06f5-f6? [d3xd5! @&c2 is missing) #ZVVV Nao lf? 15+10
1.0¢a5-c3 ? [2.Exg74] but 1..%xg5! (2.(7d5-f6? j=c5xe7! @za5 is missing) P20 0 Vao jo Leo &z
1.@2a3-c3 ! [2.8xg7#] 1...&h7 2.0¢f6# (2.}=16?) preventing ed3xd5 1...5f7 2.jo=f6# (2.055167)
preventing ($7b7xf5 1...8&xg5 2.(&f6# (2.[:f67) preventing joc5xe?

12




2" Prize: Var.3502 James Quah James Quah

A quadruple Grimshaw on d5. Not cyclic but a sort of double Grimshaw on the 2nd Prlze IRT 2020
same square. The X & & reciprocally interfere with both the & & 4. Each )
move to d5 has no additional weaknesses. The key sets up a /2 Battery
operating through d5 & g6. Each interference seemingly allows one of the two
H/4& batteries to fire at random, but each also creates a new guard line to the
battery so that the firing £ has to close this new line of the interfering piece. A
classical theme extended and shown with pure interferences and dual
avoidance. See the related article by James in Conflictio #32!

1.Ixb6! [2.2h6] 1...5d5 2.5d6 (2.0f6? Eixd8!) B [Jl77 1
1.5 2.6 (2.5d6? (7f8!) 1...Id5 2.5g4 (2.6f3? Ih2!) #2 10+10
1...8d5 2.53 (2.5g4? 4xh1l) 1...Xg6 2.87Xg6/GIXg6 Quintessence &
3" Prize: Var.3494 Igor Kochulov Spiral-Knight 2 (&7

Pelle moves, unpins, batteries and cross checks are shown with almost exact ODT. There is also a

function exchange between wlLeos d4/d8, bLeos a7/c7 and bLeoal/bPaoa8.

1..%e8 2.20g7 2pd4+ 3.2ph7 2pf7 4.2pxa8+ Spd8# 1.6 2.20g8 Spd8+ 3.2ph7 2pf7 4.2pxal+ Spdd#

4™ Prize: Var.3414 Hubert Gockel

Typically interesting mechanism by the author utilizing this condition to produce a reciprocal

change. The b5-f5 pin line activated in the try is replaced by a double guard removal of c2 after the

key. There is an additional change after 1...Rxa6, which has the added benefit of making the WR

useful after the key. The set dual for 1...Rxa6 is separated Makihovi in the try and key.

1.Bxb5[-bPf7]? (2.%xg6[- bZa8]#) 1...&xd5[-wPh5] a 2.25xd6[-b&Hd5]# A (2.- cxb4[-wiHd6]??

selfcheck) 1...4xd5[-wPh5] b 2.&xg7[-bAd5]# B (2.- cxb4[-wig7]?? selfcheck)

1...Exa6[-wPh5] ¢ 2.5xab[-bEg6]# C But 1.- &xab[-wPh5]! 1.Hxc2[-bPf7]! (2.%xg6[- bE a8]#)

1...5xd5[-wPh5] a 2.5xg7[-bAb3]# B (2..4xc2[-whg7]?? loss of double guard) 1...4xd5[-wPh5] b

2.5xd6[-bHe3]# A” (2..0xc2[-wid6]?? loss of double guard) 1...2xa6[-wPh5] ¢ 2.5 xa6[-bEg6]# D

5% Prize: Var.3580 Semion Shifrin

The 4 set mates by star flights of the j=b5 are changed to star flights of the WK after the key! All

the mates involve Parrain Circe rebirths. Madrasi is less utilised and some of the fairy pieces seem

to be technical in nature. Other interesting features are the Somov B mate after 1...=pc8xg4 and the

prevention of 1...311g5-d5 by 2.£pa7-d4!

1...k=xg5/sxed/spxh2/spxe? 2.j=b5-ad4[+wi(f4]/k=b5-c4[+Hf3]/j=b5-a6[+1 93] /j=b5-c6[+Hf8] #

1...2.#1.23c6 ! [2.8Lg3#] 1...l>xg5 2.%b2-al[+wafd] # 1...Snxed 2. Hxcl[+waf3] # 1...2pxh2

2.8b2-a3[+w#g3] # 1...spxe7 2.&b2-c3[+wirf8] # 1...spxg4 2.31e5# 1...5pxch 2.30Xc5#

15t Honorable Mention: Var.3496 Michael Barth, Sven Trommler & Franz Pachl

A problem with complex effects. The Ed1 blocks d4/d3, freeing the £7a3/4f6 which then, moving

as white, make preparatory moves to b6/h3. a3/f6 are then blocked by £ s. The white J/(7e3 then

move to b5/h2, converting the gb6/4h3 to Ab6/gh3 which check the €, forcing black to play

£b6/Aah3xe5, as all other squares are blocked. The &/4 are now a & and cannot be moved away

by white, due to the pin by the & f4, leaving the ©b8, being a &, in mate. A similar h#2 was published

in StrateGems 2020 by Pachl. a) 1...Ed4 2.$706 a3 3.3b5+ rxe5# b) 1..5d3 2.48h3 6 3.[&7h2+ Axe5#
Igor Kochulov Hubert Gockel Semion Shifrin Barth Trommler Pachl

3rd Prlze IRT 2020 4" Prize IRT 2020 5™ Prize IRT 2020 15 HM IRT 2020
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https://juliasfairies.com/wp-content/uploads/conflictio_032.pdf

2"d Honorable Mention: Var. 3498 Armin Geister & Daniel Papack
A Duplex problem with matched solutions. The &e5 makes edge to edge
trips: e5-f6-g7-e1-f1-e8 & e5-e4-f3-e8-d7-el. The & and H exchange
functions in vacating the home squares for the ¢&, making anticipatory
sacrifices on f1/d7 and preventing the ‘s access to al. 1...8a4 2.5f1 Bf6+
3.8xg7[@g7>el]+ Bxfi[@f1de8] # (1...£c6? Etc 3...%all) 1..Hal 2.4d7
Ded+ 3.xf3[Hf3de8]+ Bxd7[@d7>el] # (eg. 1...Eh1? Etc Wall)

34 Honorable Mention: Var.3489 Pierre Tritten

Familiar T&M play: Cyclic Zilahi with three sacrifices by black, followed by
T&M moves of &/, and ending with T&M mating moves by one of the
remaining white pieces. 1.%d3+ &xd3-a6 2.%xd4-b4 Hxed-c2#

1.%e3+ &xe3-h6 2.&xe6-g8 Hxed-a8# 1.4f3+ &xf3-b7 2.&xd6-b5 Axh3-d7#
4™ Honorable Mention: Var.3497 M. McDowell & B. Stephenson

A mutate showing a double reciprocal change between try and key after two
pairs of random and correction moves by the & s. The mechanism is familiar.
But the mutate setting with only 14 pieces is a good find. Set: 1...Sg~a 2.312e3
A#1.5e3b2.31xe3 B#1..Sd~c2.a{gf5s C# 1..0f5d 2.afhxf5 D #
1.310xe5 ? zz 1...Sg~ a 2.37111e3 B # 1...5e3 b 2.3115xe3 A # but 1...&5Hxel!
1.fxc2 zz 1...Sd~ ¢ 2.<fhf5 D # 1..3f5 d 2.fcxf5 C # 1..Sg9~ a 2.902e3 A #
1..5e3b2.11xe3 B #

5% Honorable Mention: Var.3493 Sébastien Luce

A miniature Valladao with all fairy elements well used.

1.¢5 bxc6 e.p.(;£gl=t) 2. %d4(H)+ Hixd4(L;2h8) 3.0-0(L.f8) Ded#

6" Honorable Mention: Var.3422 Igor Kochulov

Reciprocal batteries by the vc3/ 5 d2, with spectacular corner to corner and
edge to edge moves.

a) 1..%h8 2.55¢1 Bg2 3.a7 + ¥al # b) 1..2dd8 2.%d4 g3 3.%a7 + Hdl #
7" Honorable Mention: Var.3483 — Hubert Gockel

Cycle of captured/disappearing Ps after the three variations with a X /%%
duel. Dual avoidance after 1... B b3/ & 3. l.e8=N! [2..0d6#] 1...Eb3
2.%xd5[-Pe6]# (2..0d6+? Exb2[-2d6]!; 2. xe6[-Pd5]+? Zxb6[-L.c6]!;
2.4xd5[-Pe6]+? Exb6[-£d5]!) 1...Bxd2[-Pe5] 2.%xe6[-Pf7]# (2..0d6+?
Bxb2[-0d6]!) 1..Hf3 2.&xf7[-Pd5]# 1...f5 2.&xh7[-Pf5]#

15t Commendation: Var.3562 E. Trachtman & J. Rotenberg

Two matched solutions with the /¥ occupying each other’s initial squares
after the g captures them with switchback. They also show “stationary”
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captures — the theme of the G section in the 10th WCCT. The third solution shows a different idea

with the & /& forming a battery on the 5th rank.

1...c4 2.¥xd2-g2 A4xg2-d2# 1...c3 2.%xd5-g2 + Exg2-d5# 1...Exg2-g5 2.dxc2-c4 4xc4-c3#

Hubert Gockel
61" HM IRT 2020 7" HM IRT 2020
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2"d Commendation: Var.3487 Cubo$ Kekely

This problem shows a long and a short switchback by the < and the .
1.%h5 2.@{g7 3.«{f6 4a{e5 5.«@{d4 6.@{c3 7.@{c3-b2+ ©d2 8.«{b2-c3+ He3
9.@{c3-d4+ &f4 10.@{d4-e5+ &xf5 11.wi{f6 12.«{g7 13.«{h8 14.22h6 &g4 =
3rd Commendation: Var.3411 Ofer Comay & Paz Einat

Line opening, shields and remote self-blocks shown with perfect ODT.

a) 1.%d7 2.%d6 3.c5 4.4h5 5.5c6 Axd4# b) 1.&e7 2.6 3.296 4.4h7
5.4f7 Bxg5#

4™ Commendation: Var.3495 Sébastien Luce & Borislav Gadjanski
Two chameleon echoes showing the 4 corners theme. Each echo utilizes two
opposite corners of the board.

1..%hl2 @ xhl[+%g2] ®xg7 [+/&02] 3.4 b7 ®b8 4./a8 & xa8[+mb8] =
1..4h12.®xhi[+acl] #h8 3./4h7 4b2 4.Kal dxal [+fb2] =

5t Commendation: Var.3490 Sébastien Luce

Two different rundlaufs by the €, ending with two reflected chameleon echo
ideal mates.

1.3mf8(2g8) 2.%g7 3.6 4.3mf5(2d6) 5.Ke7 6.Ke8 7.3nd5(Pe7) Mwf7(f6-g8=1) #
1.95d8 2.%¢7 3.9h6 4.3mb5(&f6) 5.%e7 6.9e8 7.3pf5(Pe7) md7(Wcs) #

6" Commendation: Var.3421 Vaclav Kot&ovec

Chameleon echoes in three different corners.

1.%c2 bl 2.%b3 52b4 3.2cd 5b7 4.%d2 Dad 5.2d5 fied 6.(%f6 516 7.2d6 51e6 7

8.2d7 £Ac8 9.(%h8 £2e6 10.%c6 £ab6 11.52a3 52d6 12.2b7 $b5 13.2a8 ab

14. 567 538#; 1.503 5392 2.8d2 £Aic2 3.%e3 b4 4.8f4 ®a5 5.(2h3 &b6 6.(%d5
&c7 7.50¢c6 2d8 8.2e5 5rc7 9.50¢8 5af4 10.2f6 507 11.Zh7 £uf5 12.29g7 De7
13.%h8 &8 14.5:094 52h3#; 1.52a4 b4 2.5:c4 Da5b 3.5:14 04 4..%h3 fred 5.(%d5
£AC6 6.9¢c2 £Acl 7.2d2 52e3 8.%¢3 £2b3 9.(%b1 £2d3 10.2b2 &b4 11.52a4 a5
12./2a6 $b4 13.Pal a3 14.5e2 SflH

7th Commendation: Var.3575 Jaroslav Stii

Two 90° rotated echoes and doubled promotions to ¥ and 43.

1. 2 e2-el=v 2% h8xgl(A h8) 2.%elxgl (4el) Aal 3.raucl Wglxel (Agl)#
1.rq8g3 A g1xh8(vgl)+ 2.raNg3xe2 (£ 93) A g7 3.r48g5 vglxg3 (Mgl)#
8t Commendation: Var.3420 Vaclav Kotésovec

Three chameleon echoes in corners, as in 3421, but with a shorter move length ,/

and a different set of pieces. 1.&e2 3192 2.5:93 10f2 3.30h6 308 4.Hf2 y1f3
5.50h2 g1a3 6.52a2 10f3 7.42092 3a3 8.2gl 30f3 9.%h1 31a3 10.5291 s0h3#
1.31e8 y1ab 2.2e4 g11h6 3.Hf5 g1ab 4.2g6 306 5.5:97 311a6 6.52a7 31f6

Lubos Kekely
2nd Com IRT 2020
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9t Commendation: Var.3425 Paz Einat ¢/ 4& switchbacks combined with 4 rundlaufs after
underpromotionto X and 4. a) 1.£8c1 2.&b2 3.al=E 4.8bl 5.%al 6.8xb3 7.2b2 8.2a2 9.4b2
Hb3# b) 1.e3 2.4c1 3.%b2 4.a1=5 5.0xb3 6.%al 7.4b2 8.40¢cl 9.50a2 Nh3#

10" Commendation: Var.3500 Adrian Storisteanu A pair of a kind of chameleon echo
stalemates with the & on h2 or h7 and the W/f/# s forming a stalemate net. -1.&a8x&al
2.%h8x452a8 3.52h6!1xHh1 4.2g1x¥h8 & 1.8h2 1= 3./20h7?2xHhl .. 2.5:h7(-b1-over b4xa8)-h7!
-1.®a8xfral 2.2h8xHa8 3.2g8xHnh8 4.52h6! xWhl & 1.%h7 1= 4.50h2?7x%h1 .. 2. 52h2(-b8-over

bfal)-h2! Paz Einat Adrian Storisteanu
9th Com IRT 2020 10t Com IRT 2020
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Jean Haymann 90 Jubilee Tourney — Announcement
The Israel Chess Composition Society is happy to announce a theme tourney celebrating the 90™
birthday of Jean Haymann. The theme involves Jean’s favorite motives.
Please send entries to the tourney director. Deadline: July 31, 2022
Theme: the solutions of a helpmate in two moves must include at least two of the following sibling
motives (one motive per solution): Goethard, inversed Goethard, anti Goethard, Gamage.

Tourney director: Omer Friedland omrfree@gmail.com Judge: Ricardo de Matos Vieira

Definitions of those motives, based on H#2, for the need of this tourney and not authoritative:
GOETHARD: the mating move unpins a disturbing black unit which must therefore be obstructed
at W1 or B1,B2.

INVERSE GOETHARD: a black unit, indirectly unpinned at W1 or B1,B2, must be obstructed at
W1 or B1,B2. Mate must be given by a battery.

ANTI GOETHARD: a pinned black unit stands initially obstructed by W or by black. Solving
moves clear its line, thus avoiding a dual battery mate which would unpin it.

GAMAGE: a black unit pinned by WQ must be obstructed since the pinning WQ moves away to

mate at W2. Examples:
A. Shlomo Seider B. Jean Haymann C. D. Haymann & Shamir
1%t Prize 1%t Prize Jean Haymann 2" Prize TT The Maced.
The Problemist 1972 IRT 1972 Original Problemlst 2012
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H#2 2.1.1.1 9+14 H#2 2.1.1.1 7+6 H#2 b) £ cd~>ad 5+12 H#2 2111 949
Solutions: A. 1.&c6 d2-d4 2.8e3 Wc2# Gamage 1.&c5 Qeb 2.5f6 Hf5# Goethard
B. 1.5b2 Qeb5 2.5Hd3 Hc5# Goethard 1.6e5 4.c5 2.4d3 + &Hf6# Invered Goethard
C.a) 1.Ee3 Ab2 2.a2 Ac6# inversed Goethard b) 1.He4 Ad4 2.%a2 4d3# Goethard
D. 1.4xf2 Ba7 (&d1??) 2.4.d4 Hf6# (©g3??4) anti Goethard
1.5xb6 ¥&d1 (Ba7??) 2.55¢c4 Hgb5# (Hd6??#) Shown as an example to the anti-Goethard motive.

16



mailto:omrfree@gmail.com

Israeli Successes Abroad — Emanuel Navon
7722 281pY — 272 DI0RN DR
emanuel.navon@gmail.com %x manxa ammneEi Nk mewh 2°wpann ovannn

A. B. C. D. Leonid Lyubashevsky
Emanuel Navon Semion Shifrin Leonid Makaronez
Paz Einat 34 HM 41 Prize 6 T.T. 2" Prize

1St HM Phenlx 2020 Cu of Bucovina 2020 Zhigulevskye Zori 2021 JT V. Kozhakin-65

,;//%
pE u

@/ . 3
o /1// /
/7
#2 11+11 #3 10+8
A: “A Classic Clear Ideal Dombroskis with A/B. later C and D on the same E. Shaul Shamir
squares as black’s defenses. A remarkable and memorable novelty” (Judge Barry 2" Prize

Barnes) 1.&b7? [2.8c4 A#] but 1...dxc5a! 1.%gl? [2.c4B#] butl..ed4b'! 1St 1T MAT 2021
1.816? [2.%xf7#] 1...dxc5a2.84c4 A#1..edb2.c4 B #1...5xf6 ¢ 2..Hxf6 C#
but 1...5h6! 1.%e7! [2.%xf7#] 1..dxc5 a 2.8xc5 C # 1..ed b 2.&%xed4 D #
1...5%e7,h6 2.55f6 # 1....5xc3 2.Bxd2#

In B — Pergialis theme: the wQ pins a black piece, and the threat is a pin-mate
from another W piece. In the variations the wQ delivers at least 4 mates, one of , ’/ sy
them by capturing the pined piece. Here, the key pins d4 and the try pins 5, and % ”’% Y
both pinned pieces are captured by the wQ (Judge) 1.%e6? [2.2f4#] 1....%f8 %Wy/ )
2.%xe5# 1...95 2.9f5# 1...gxf3 2.gxf3# but:1....exf2! 1.%c4! [2.2xe3#] 1...Ea3 H#2  b)—h4 746

2.8xc6# 1....AF4/xg3 2.%xd4# 1....exf2 2.%e2# 1....56c2 2.%d3# 1....gxf3 2.gxf3# 0)-f3 d)-g3

C: "The black rook blocks 4 different squares around the black king. Good key E. Witztum & Navon
and large scale implementation.”" ( judge: A. Sygurov) 31 prize
1.Ha2 ! [2.4xc3 + &xc3/Fcd 3. Wh4/ha#] 1..BXC6 + 2.0xc6 + &c4d 3. %Wha# 3rd T FRME 2021
1...Hcbh 2.%f6 + @e3/cd/ed 3.%e5/c3/Hel# 1...Ecd 2.40xb3 + 2d3 3.Exf3#
1..2e3 2.%b4 + &eb 3.0d7# 1...2d3 2.5e2 + fxe2/&cd 3.2 4/ ba#

D: Formally, three pairs of variations can be distinguished in the problem, for
example: the threat and variation 1....2e6 with rook sacrifices, the second pair
with blockings on the d5-square, the third pair with overlaps of the white queen’s
line 1...c5, 1...&3¢c4. You can also focus on checkmates from one square
4.8 xe5#, 4.%xe5# and 4.Bxd7#, 4.%xd7#. Unfortunately, there are too many
captures of black pieces in the problem. 1.d5 ! [2.BExd7 + &xd7 3.%xc6 + ©d8
4.4b6#] 1...4xd5 2.%c5 + Hxe5 3.493 + He5 4.4xe5# (2...%c7 3.%a7+)
1..Bxd5 2.893 + R(S)e5 3.4xe5 + S(R)*e5/&d5 4.%xe5/&dd# 2..0f4 3.4xf4 + Heb 4.¥xe5# 1...c5
2.b5 + @&xd5 3.%xd3+ &6 4.%xd7# 1...0c4 2.0%xc4 + &7 3.412-h6+ 2c7-b8,c8 4.5e8# 1...0xf2 2. &b4
+ €6-c5 3.%h6 + &xd5 4.2xd7#

E: Black self-blocking 4 times. The mate is on the square from which the figure was previously removed.
a) 1.&f4 Hd2 2.f5 »d3# b) 1.H2el Hg4 2.5e5 Hhd# c) 1.%g4 Axf6 2.8xg6 Bf3# d) 1.Bxd5 Hd4+ 2.%eb 4.g3#
For detailed on F’s theme see in G. “The most original problem.Black blocks the square around bK with
one of half-pinned pieces, while a mate position uses the pinning of another one.In the third solution both
black pieces play a critical hideaway and allow mate by battery opening with double interference on c5.”
Judge: Fadil Abdurahmanovic 1.&f7 Hd3 2.%f3 Heb# 1.4e3 €3 2.5c2 d3# 1.%¢8 c4 2.8b6 c5#

H#2 3111 8+11
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G. Menachem Witztum H. Menachem Witztum I. Menachem Witztum J. Paz Einat

Emanuel Navon Emanuel Navon Vitaly Medintsev Radovan Tomasevic
Sp. Prize 50 HM Sp. Prize 2" Prize
3rd TT FRME 2021 \% 39 TT FRME 2021 SuerProbIem 2021 StrateGems 2020
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The theme for F,G&H asked 3 solutions presenting a complex of 2 + 1 that act K. Sebastien Luce

as a whole. The same idea present in the first 2 solution is somehow combined  Jacques Rotenberg
or joined in the 3" solution. In G: “Two white batteries. In the first two solutions 1 Place N.Gheran 80
one is destroyed and the other one opens. In the third solution, both open fora  MT Section A 2017
mate. Great idea. Judge: Fadil Abdurahmanovic

.. AN
1.hxg6 £Hxh5 2.9x5 Shg7# 1.hxgd He3 2.5xf4 Heg2# 1.412 Hg3 2.9e3 0g2# | é 0 » ot @

In H, in addition to the thematic elements: Black Hideaway & moves are
followed by moves of a white unit of the same kind (Balbo theme). “Grimshaw,
this time with critical but also with blockades. Pinned b&d2 in mating positions.
In the third solution bK interferes with both R and B.” Judge

1.8f4 Be5 2.8d4 Aa6# 1.4c5 4d5 2.82d4 BEh3# 1.Q2b1 ¥xad 2.2d4(%c2?) &d7# 5
I is an impressive problem that only received a special prize because it is an  Ser-H#14 7+11
improved version of a problem from TT-258. In the problem a batteries creation
with an exchange of places, front/rear between WR/WB, between the phases. W
needs to decide with whom to start first. The black king still cannot enter the
battery line, because the bQ must first make an anti-critical move in order to
enable the wB/wWR to enter the critical square(d6/c4). After the bK enters to the
battery line, it turns out that this battery is not enough to accomplish the mate.
The wS enters, against a target(AZE), to the battery line (©e5/2e4) and creates
half a battery. The bK captures the front piece and creates a new battery that
makes the mate possible.

a) 1.5f4! (4d6?) &d7! (£937?) 2.4d6 g3 3.5e5 Gxf4 4.Hef3+ (Hf7+7?) Wxd6#
b) 1.4f4! (Hc4?) &h3! (2g4?) 2.Ecd Dgd 3.5e4 Dxf4 4.0eg5+ (Dd2+7?) Erxca#
The long (and not computer-checked) J shows AUW with an additional bQ
promotion. The final stalemate position is aristocratic with no pawns. H#2 2.1.1.1 4+7
1.d1=¥ 2.%xal 3.%ag7 4.a1=4 5.8c3 6.4xb4 7.4f8 8-10.b4-b2 11.b1=H 12.6¢3 13.0d5 14.5e7 15-18.d5-d2
19.d1=H 20.Exgl 21.2b1 22.2b6 23.91=% 24.%1g6 25.50g5 26.&6h7 27.2g6 28.%6 29.4f5 Hhf2=

K & L use Trojan Horse ({%). This piece, after making a regular knight move, can continue in a straight
line making 2 square jumps. Thus, in L THb2 can move to c4 and continue to c6 or further to c8.

In K: Five promotions to Trojan Horse (the previous record was three in Winchloe). To mate black has to
promote first in hl to TH, then to reach a8 in two moves, capturing b2 on the way. Pawn b3 is promoted
to TH and reach f8 with first selfblock. The next two promotions of e and g Pawns allows selfblock of h6
and h7. Then the mate is given by a promotion of b7 Pawn to...Trojan Horse (authors)

1.h1=(% 2.%xb2 3.%%a8 4.b2 5.bxal={% 6.(%Zxe2 7.{%f8 8.e2 9.e1=(% 10.(%xg2 11 .\%h6 12.¢92 13.91=%
14.%gh7 bxa8=%#

In L: Switchbacks, long lines, black self-pin, model pin mates (with the pinned piece not blocking the
king), Chumakov (the blocker of one solution is taken in the other), all in an economic setting (authors).
1.%d1 (Zg7xh3 2.5h2 (Zg7# 1.%h5 ($b2xfl 2.2h2 (%h2#
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Israeli Study Successes Abroad — Michael Pasman

One of the strongest tournaments in the last months was Timman 70 JT, organized by the Royal
Dutch Chess Federation. | succeeded in winning the first prize in the main event with A. A co-
production of Amatzia Avni and Yochanan Afek received 2nd commendation, while my second
study received 6th commendation. Another co-production of Amatzia, this time with S.Osintsev,
received 2nd special commendation.

The event also included another section for “strong practical players”, organized by GM Jan
Sprenger. The Mikhalevski brothers (GM Victor and IM Alex) from Israel stood out in this event.
Their co-production won the first prize while Alex won also the first and second Honorable
Mentions.

In other events | can mention Commendation By A.Avni in Die Schwalbe 2019-2020, and my
Special Prize in Sachova Scladba 2019-2020.

ChessStar 2021 finished with 1st Prize for my study in the win section (and also commendation for
a second study), Honorable mention to co-production of Amatzia Avni and Yochanan Afek in draw
section and commendations for another study of mine in the same section and commendations to
Avni’s second study.

I won the 4™ prize in Cheskoslovensky Shach 2021 (and commendation to another study) and
Amatzia Avni received an HM.

In MSV 2021 tournament | received 4th commendation and Itay Richardson 5th commendation.

PAT A MAT 2021 tournament brought Amatzia Avni first prize while an Avni-Pasman co-
production received a commendation.

The judge of Strategems 2021 awarded my study a Special Honorable Mention.
| selected 4 studies from these events:

A. Michael Pasman The judge Jan Timman wrote: “An impressive study. There is a synthesis in the
1t Prize mutual sacrifices. The recurring Novotny theme is very convincing. Basically,
Timman-70JT 2021 it is all about the a- and e-file where White's passed pawns are. Still this only
A& 7 | becomesapparentatthe end.
w8, ) a2k 1.18=W! (1.4xf2 Exbl 2.8xbl Exa6) 1...Had+! 2.21b4! O xf8 3.Hxas
ﬁ/ /ﬁ% / £\b6!! First Nowotny interference (3...Hal 4.5 c4+ &d2 5.4xf2+?) 4.5 xb6
// (4.4xb6 closes b-file and now Ec4+ is no more threat, so 4...f1=%?+) Now
/ /®///% / attack on f2 temporary removed, so black has time for : 4...Hall!! but 5.Xc6+!
, again attacking f2 5... Q.c5!! Second Nowotny - puts new interference between
/@/ i 1 the bishop and f2 pawn 6.Exc5+ (6.Exal el=%+) 6...&b3! 7.Ha3+!! Jan
Timman: The highlight of the study.(7.Exal el=%+ 8.8 xel fxel=%+=)
(Thematic try : 7.2c3+ Other way to free the bishop to capture f2 pawn, also in
price of 2 rooks , not works 7...&xc3! (&xad? 8.4xf2+?) 8.4xf2 HExad+ 9.%f3
Hxab=) 7...%xa3 (7...2xa3 8.Hb5+ &cd 9.4xf2 &xb5 10.e7+?) 8.Ka5+!
(8.H2c3+ &b2 /b4 9.4xf2 Hxc3=) 8...Fb4 (8..2b3 9.4xf2 Exab 10.e7+?)
9. A xf2! First interference through a5, white captures f2 pawn in a price of 2
rooks 9... &xa5 (9...e1=%+ 10.Axel+ HExel+ 11.&d5 &xa5 12.a7 Ed1+
13.%c6! Hd8 (Hcl+ 14.%d7) 14.e7! Be8 15.%d7 Ha8 16.e8=%+?) 10.a7
el=¥+! (10..%b5 11.e7) 11. A xel+ &b6 (11..Hxel+ 12.&d5! Bd1+
13.%c6! 2d8 14.e7! see comments to 9-th move of black) 12. §.a5+!! Second
interference on a5. Jan Timman: Umnov (Try : 12. 4¢3 Ba4+!= 13.&d5 &c7)
12...Exab (12..%xa7 13.e7 b7 14.e8=%) (12...%xa5 13.a8=%+) 13.e7 And
white is winning 13...Hxa7 14.e8=¥

Win 7+7
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Composers: Theme: rare echo royal switchbacks on neighboring diagonals,
with mutual neat Q-deflection-sacrifices.

Jan Timman: Well-constructed, but there are no real surprises. Black's
deflections merely postpone the inevitable.

1. d2! (1.2d1? ¥h5+? 2.%xh5 &bl 3.5xc4 al=¥% 4.e7 Axe7 5.%e2 ¥c3
6.£d2+ ®a2 7.5ed4+ &h2 8.%xbh2+ &xb2 9.4xe7 Hxb3=) 1... 4. h6! 2.¥xh6
Exb6 3.¥d2! switch-back on the h6-c1 diagonal (3.4xb6? ¥a8! 4.dxc4
Wed=) 3...c3 4. ¥d1 (4.%el?? Hxe6?+) 4..%h5!! 5.¥xh5 (5.g4 ¥h2)
(5.%g1? ¥e2) 5...Exe6 6.¥d1! switch-back on the h5-d1 diagonal (6.%h1?
He2=) 6...He2! 7.#xe2 c2 8.%e3! dxe3 9..4.f6 Mate

This starts from the 4th move of the study

1.g6! f6!! Black prevents 5.£.95, which would stop all the black pawns on its
diagonal. See 4...fxg6 .(4...fxg6 5.8495! b5 6.%xc6 b4 7.2d5 b3 (c3 8.%c4)
8.4f6 &f7 9.4d4! f4 10.@xc4 Pe6 11.Hxb3!=) 2.&d6!! White approaches a
square of one of the passed pawns and creates an unexpected mating threat. See
5...f4 (After 5.8xf6? f4 the pawns are unstoppable.) 2...&f8 (After 5...f4??
Black gets mated. 6.8.e7! f3 7.%e6 2 8.97 f1=% 9.g8=Q Mate) (5...c3 6.4xf6
€2 7.895=) 3.Q.xb6! (6.4xf6 f4?+) 3...f4 4.&c5! The king comes closer to the
square of the f-pawn. 4...c3 (7...f3 8.&xc4=) 5.&d4! (8.%c4!= doesnt change
anything.) 5...c2 6. 8.c5+! Suddenly the bishop stops the c-pawn, while the
king is in the square of the f-pawn. 6...&g7 7.£.a3 ¥2-%

Jan Timman: Subtle final play.

1.g97! (1.2f1+? &g2 2.8xcl Hixg6 3.d7 Hf8=) (1.d7? £Hb8! and if 2.g7 can play
for example 2... 4b2+ 3.%e3 Hixd7 4.Bf1+ &g2 5.5f2+ &g3 6.8xb2 Hgb
7.8xa2 £Hf6 8.5ab £He5=) 1...A b2+ (1..5g6 2.5f1+ &g2 3.Excl+?) (1...8g2
2.d7) 2.&e3! Axg7 3.d7! Q.d4+! (3..07 4. Exf7 Axf7 (Ad4+ 5.%xd4)
5.d8=%+7?) 4. &xd4 (4.2d2? Hf7 5.8xf7 4b6!=) 4..\b8! 5.&e3!!
Switchback (Logical try: 5.d8=%? Hc6+ 6.%e3 Hxd8 7.%f2 Af7 8.5f4
Position X with knight on d8 8...5g6=) 5....3xd7 6.&f2! A.f7 The only
defence against mate 7.Ef4! Position X with knight on d7 7...£)g6 Again the
only defence against mate 8. Exf7 /" df8 (8...2xde5 9.8h7+) 9.&g3! (9.2f6
®h2) 9...&gl 10.Ef6! Reciprocal zugzwang position of Amelung 10...£3e5
11.8xf8 nd3 12.Hf3 Heb+ 13.&ed 1-0

Starting from move 7 of the original study:

7.8.h411 h-file interference from queen’s checks, defends f6 and threatens
896+ or h7 (7.&xc4 ¥hl+) (7.896+ &xf6) 7...Laxh4 (7...%h1 8.496+)
8.&nxc4 threatening £d6+ or h7 8....f5! defending and threatening again
whi+ (8...5092 9..0d6+ &xf6 10.0ed+ Hf5) 9..4xe5+!! (9. 4xf5 Whil+=)
9...¥xe5 (9..%xf6 10.Hg4+ &f7 11.4b3+) 10. 4.b3+ &Hxf6 11.98=& Mate!
Phenix - sacrificed knight reborn with ideal mate and 2 self blocks.
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My collaboration with Jean
PR NIRY — 127 R

Compositing a chess problem is usually an
individual endeavor, but sometimes collaborations
can produce a result better than the work of a sole
composer. | began composing, mainly helpmates
in 2 or 3 moves, over 50 years ago. Since then |
composed hundreds of problems, mostly alone, but
also with a variety of collaborations especially
with Jean Haymann. I “discovered” Jean about 20
years ago and we composed many problems with
good achievements in tournaments.

Haymann — Shaul Shamir
oy *>w AR I

2°oM°YY 9aR HRITITIR D93 7772 R 0AMY DY 200
NRTA NP 7210 "NAXIN" 002010 W 9INCw 0¥
.0°72nnn TR 7 Y NPapnn annw

>19% ,0°00n 3 7Y 2-2 1V Sun P2 ,N1Ya 1ank snhnnd
o3 X 729 1217 ,01°V2 MIRA N2 TR 27w 50-7 N
T QY PV DR 2R av 9D PINw oWy
VYA KY 12YX°2 TRM 022w 20-3 2397 "o IR'T DR Ljan
.0°D DWW 1200w NMDMwR N1ya

M1 991X Y WY .01 WM MY U NPV 120D R IR'T
TRV 300 1A 03 RITIR A0 JINWY T2 °Nnam

Jean is a highly talented helpmate 1. Jean Haymann MoMwn N1PYA 901 XD NIRITY °Nna
composer. He is friendly with a Shaul Shamir qNW DR LYA2 MODPWHT 2-2 MY vna
pleasant personality, so collaborating 2" Prize R. Ravarini  7annwi 72 mAnna Rw.aMon 72won

with him is an enjoyable experience. |
chose to show several helpmate in 2
problems exemplifying our fruitful
collaboration. The tourney’s theme of
(1) required a self-interference by
black in such a way that the piece
making the interference enables the
mates because it is pinned. In our
problem the theme is doubled: there
are two interferences and two pins in
each phase.

For (2) the theme was simply “dual
avoidance”. The mate will be by
WBb1 after opening the battery by
WSe4. BRa4 prevents the mate and
cannot escape from this in two moves,
requiring black to find a way to block
the a4-e4 line. The theme is shown
three times in each solution and an
element of anti-Goethart, one of
Jean’s favorites, is integrated.
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Jean Haymann

Shaul Shamir
2" Prize League of
Maced. Probl. 2012
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a) 1.%e6 b4 + 2.8e5 Ag2#

I b) 1.2e6 fed + 2.%F2 xcd#

N Wy BBY
H#2 b) £ g6>C7 6+11

"ooPRIT NI P Mnnag Rwn (2) 2
nmNOn ORYIND 12 PIan R van
m°I%7 .1257 w9 07 DY 67 — 12 39700
2127 WK LAT 1R T 4R DY nwn
Tn ,DV0n CIWa DRI BTN pwand
DR 201?717 RV NAWA DR PIRNY
NN XYW IR W 40 — 4R 3P0
25w PND o2 YD WY yXIan
JR'T DY 203057 0I0R-LIR VIR Y22
1.4xf2 (Bxe5?) Ha7 (Qd1?)

2.08d4 &6 (Sg3?) #

.

1.5xb6 (Se3?) %dl (Ra7?)
HE2 2-1-1-1 99 2504 £)g5 (Sd6?) #
(3): This Sabra tourney had 41 3. Jean Haymann 41 nnwa R a200 Mnna :(3)
problems competing and another Shaul Shamir 0792 7N3T WO NDoM YA Nwva
problem of ours took the 3 Prize. The  1°t Prize Sabra Ty 2015 Rlvakivh]

theme asked for a black piece moving
on a line after a black piece and a
white piece cleared it.

3
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//:/%E/
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Yoma 122 °901 MW 09 N2ty IR P
Ml eh!
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We incorporated the Holzhausen /7 ) %y 21 JTIRAXIT XU DR 110w PYa2 1w
theme in our problem. 1 /1/ 1t
2 1.5f6 Nd3 2.%eb Ef2#
ﬁ / 7, 1.¢7 Hd7 2.5 Bd3#
1w
H#2 21.1.1 5+16
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(4): This tourney attracted 53 entries
and we also took the 6™ prize. The
theme was unusual: the piece mating
in the first solution must NOT have
any role in the mating position of the
2" solution, but it must somehow
affect it. We took the theme one-step
further. Looking at the diagram
position we see that e4 is the only
flight for the BK. In each solution this
flight is selfblocked but this move
creates a new flight. White, in its 1%
move, is “forced” (as a waiting move)
to guard the new flight, seemingly in
contrast to the required theme.
However, black’s 2™ move, a
hideaway move of a piece preventing
the mate, blocks this flight square
making the solutions thematic.

In my opinion, (5) is the best problem
I composed with Jean in a H#2, |
believe the reader will be awarded by
studying it in depth. It combines
several elements: Zilahi, hideaway,
dual avoidance as well as black &
white obstructions. Squares d5 and g1,
the moves of pawn c2 and the
determination of move order should
be given special attention.

(6): The theme asked for anticipatory
interference of one line by black and
of another line by white. In addition to
the theme, the problem includes a
black Umnov and opening & closing
of black lines.

4. Jean Haymann
Shaul Shamir

3" Prize

ur 100 JT 2020

H#2 2.1.1.1 7+11

1.8xe4 Hcd 2.5e3 c3#
1.dxe4d c4 2.4d5 Hxb5#

5. Shaul Shamir
Jean Haymann
In mem. Mane Persson
15t Prize IRT 2011

H#Z ) 111 8+13

1.%xal c3 2.5d5 Exgd#
1.%xb4 c4 2.491 Axeb#

6. Shaul Shamir
Jean Haymann
1%t Prize Pre-annual
meeting Ty 2020
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1.0f3 Heb 2.50Hed2 Ac8#
1.8e3 Ab7 2.55¢h HeT#
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Israeli Successes at the Rhodes Congress 2021, part 2 — Paz Einat
Continuing from where we left, No.21 by Misha shows hideaways by the WQ with black zugzwang.
1..08e52.%e8 46 3.4e5 Axeb# 1..Hxh8 2.%h1 497 3.4f6 Axfe#
In the 2" award entry of Witztum/Navon (22) both black & white move on a mutual pin-line.
a) 1...%h1 2.5b6 Hc6 3.4 f6 4. 2xc6+ &xc6# b) 1...&h3 2.%c2 4.d3 3.5d5 &f5 4.%xd3+ &xd3#
Ofer’s entry to the fairy section employs a pack of lions. The pinned lions reorganize on the a8-h8 or a8-
h1 lines so that a 3" lion can check on f8 or f3, respectively. a) 1.0:e8 @zh7 2.0%:98 1:h2 3.0:c8 kb2
4.0:f8+ mexf8# b) 1.0%ed gzh2 2.0%:02 mef2 3.0%c6 mach 4.0:f3+ gexf3#
The 24" Sabra tourney asked for a starting position with no pinned piece, one solutions with one
pinned piece in the mating position & another with two pinned pieces. Misha (24) was the top Israeli
in the award. In each solution black must promote to a piece that can pin itself to enable the mate.
a) L.oxd1=47 Axd2 2.8d1-~ Axg6#?? 1.cxdl=n! Axd2 2..0xb2! (Hd1-~?) Axg6#
b) 1.dxcl=57? Exd3 2.5¢c1-~ 2d1#?? 1l.dxcl=4! Hxd3 2.8xb2! (f.cl-~?) Bd1#
No. 25 by Emanuel uses a set half-pin. The BR & BQ, in the respective solutions, evacuate their
place for the knights from the half-pin, with the WQ performing the 2" pin in the first solution.
1.H2g3 ¥xd3 2.0f3 ixe3#  1.%ed Hd2 2.40d4 Excd#
Mark (26) shows two solutions in which the BS & BB self-pin on 4. In the 3" solution, both are
pinned after 1...Re2 and the mate comes from the former pin-line, now used as a battery.
1.%xa2 Axa2 2.4xf4 He2# 1.%e6 c4 2.0xf4 Hd2# 1.8b5 He2 2.%d5 f5#
In Semion’s 27 there are anticipatory self-pins by blocking lines that enable entry of the BK into
its destination square. WRa8 makes pinning moves in both solutions.
1.%c4 Had 2.%d4 Bd3# 1.4Hd6 2e8 2.%e5 Hxf5#
The Champagne tourney asked for proof games or retro problems where one piece captures at least
two promoted pieces. Ofer’s entry (28) is the only one in which the promoted pieces plays more
than 2 captureless moves. 1.93 h5 2.4h3 h4 3.892 h3 4.5a3 hxg2 5.5h3 g1=5 6.5f4 Hh3 7.5¢4 £Hg5
8.0-0 £ed 9.%h1 &3 10.bxc3 b6 11.8a3 b5 12.8d6 b4 13.%cl b3 14.%a3 b2 15.%c5 bl=% 16.%e3
%h6 17.4b4 ¥d4 18.cxd4 a6 19.5¢c4-d6+.Tempo try: 2.492? h4 (zz) 3.4¢3 h3 (zz) 4.0d5 hxg2 5.50h3
g1=S 6.5f4 ©Hh3 (ZZ) 7.0-0? Tempo try: 10...b5? 11.84a3 (zz) b4 12.%c1 b3 13.4d6 (zz) ab (13...b2
14.%%a3?) 14.%a3 b2 15.%c¢5 b1=Q 16.%e3 ¥h6 17.4b4 ¥d4 18.cxd4 (zz) ?? 19..0d6+.Tries : 4.4¢3
7.5e4 8...5He4? 4.5a3/c3 7.0b5 16...%b6? Clearance with pure motivation: 12.4d6 15.%c5 17.4.b4.

21. Misha Shapiro 22. Navon & Witztum  23. Ofer Comay 24. Misha Shapiro
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Dmitrij excelled in the retro section of the Champagne tourney. We bring 29. Dmitrij Baibikov
the solution and judges’ comments for both problems. 1%t Prize

29: Retro: -1...c5x&Hb4 -2.%d4-¢4 d6xHc5+ - 3.4b5 b5xHad and further -
4.50b4 c6xNb5 -5.5Hd5 Fab -6.a3+, then: He8-f6, e7-e8=S, f6xHe7, He7 to
h8, g5x.Af6, 4.6 to f8, £\c5 to €8, e7-e8=S, Pe7 to €2, Hb5 to €8, e7-e8=S,
Pe7 to e3, Ha4 to e8, e7-e8=S, e6-e7, e7x2d6 and position unlocks (further
d7xEc6).The theme is performed by bPd7 and bPé7, each capturing 2 of the
4 promoted Knights, and also on their first moves a white Rook, completing
the histories of the Pawns so that they are perfectly echoed, chameleon-like:
PxTxSxS. An impressive achievement.

30: If a move of the piece ends on a wormhole, the piece is transferred to -
any other unoccupied wormhole. Retro : -1...d6xA¢5+ -2.5¢5 (-2.6¢5? d5-  White to move. Hlstory
d4 -3.5e6 e7x 2.6 -4.f8=5) e6xEd5 -5.f7 g6-g5 -6.g5x762? illegal, as with  Of black Pawns a4 and
b2xc3 and héxg7 all 3 white captures would be on black square, leaving b4? 10+10
unexplained disappearance of b£c8) and further -2 ...d5 -d4 -3.25g8 o
e7x0.d6 -4.5f6 e6x2d5 -5.98=5 g6-g5 -6.h6xEg7, then: Hg7 to hg, Hds 30 Dmitrij Baibikov
to 8, f7-f8=R, P7 to f2, 4.d6 to 8, f7-f8=B, f6-7, f7xe6, eb to a6, H\d1 Sp. Prize

to b7 (retroscreen), ¥a8-a6, a7-a8=Q, a6-a7, a7x&h6, ¥b6 to d1, &a5-b4,
c5-c4, @c4d- b3(c6) and position unlocks. The theme is performed by bPe7
and bPf7, each capturing 2 of the 4 promoted pieces. The fairy element has
the same function as additional stipulations used in some problems by Nikita
Plaksin or Aleksandr Zolotarev (such as “Minimal number of moves of a
given piece”): fixing some pieces in the cage (here bK¢6 and wLa4),
otherwise the resolution is orthodox with known patterns such as d7, é6, g6,
h7 excluding Knight promotions on f8.The result is an impressive
monochromatic AUW Ceriani-Frolkin, that has not yet be shown in purely
orthodox classical retro form. | modified the presentation: the composer
submitted it as a board-jigsaw-puzzle, what | considered unneeded as the
content was already very rich...

Solve the posmon 11+13
Wormholes b3 & c6
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Solutions at the bottom of page 27.
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1.&c7 ! [2.%%xd6#
1...@c~/é£cb3 2.%(]14/@ch# 1.1 ! [2.&xab#] TP TIRY3 KXY
1. 5f~/0fe2 2.8 d4/5e3# 1..Bxfl/Axfl 2.5e4/Hd3# X , X X
Black correction 1..8xb7+ 2.5xb7# 0°M5T P21 0°7507 07D N7
) 1§d3,§d6 2 Wal# QIR Y L,NOR NPT 9y DWwInn

Note that 1...&d4 2. %xd6# is

ready in the diagram position. Queen sacrifice key and
battery play

Solutions of problems from page 26:
1) Set play: 1...5d~/&xb4/Ha~ 2.2d3/Axb4/E co#
1.d4 ! zz. 1..5d~/Hxbd/Ha~ 2.2c1/Ab2/Hxb5# 1...$xd4 2. Ab2# mate changes - mutate form
2) 1.53d4 | [2.%xb5#] 1...exd4 2.2 xb4 axbd 3.Exc5 dxc5 4.4.d3 [5.&xb5#]
4...Hab/EBh6 5.%xe6/Exa2#
3) 1.Ha8 ¥h3 2.%h8 ¥xe6# 1.402 Hal 2.50f7 &bl# black & white Bristols
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