Afek 64 Tourney Award

Judge: Yochanan Afek, Amsterdam
64 is a unique round chess anniversary which my Israeli chess friends happily found appropriate to
celebrate with me by organizing a special jubilee composing tourney. The symbolic anniversary
also happens to coincide with my 50 years of chess activities as a competitive player, composer,
writer, trainer and organizer.
I am grateful to my fellow composers for their highly appreciated initiative, especially to Amatzia
Avni for taking the trouble to act as the devoted tourney director, to Gady Costeff who patiently
assembled all 60 anonymous entries to create an organized, standardized PGN file, to Mario
Garcia for thoroughly checking the candidates for soundness and to Harold van der Heijden for his
instructive originality report.
My old chessfriends who kindly contributed to the generous prize-fund are: Eli Amit, Amatzia
Avni, Ofer Comay, Gady Costeff, Harel Elyosef, Alex Hartman, Noam Manella, Moshe Pyernik,
Israel Shrentzel and Moti Shrentzel. Cordial thanks to them all!
Various persons have had their impact on my career as a study composer over the years. I would
like to use this opportunity for mentioning with great appreciation two of them who undoubtedly
were especially instrumental from the very beginning: my chess mentor IM Moshe Czerniak
(1910-1984), a great lover of the endgame study who introduced the wonders of this fine art to me
and to my friends in the Tel-Aviv youth center. At the same time it was Hillel Aloni, the pioneer of
the Israeli endgame study, who patiently guided generations of Israeli young composers through
this minefield, in his capacity as the editor of the studies section in the Israeli monthly Shahmat, a
great job which will always be cherished!
Last but not least, all 47 composers should be praised for their efforts to make judging this event
most enjoyable even if by no means a simple task. The standard of the leading entries is
outstandingly high, with more than one candidate for top honors. Other serious candidates were
left out of the award due to soundness, originality or structural flaws. Here are a couple of such
reasons: No.41 (2a6/&c4) cook 3.h3! and probably also 3...g2; No.43 (Zh4/&Fe5) 2.%c2 and
probably also 2.%g5 Wal 3.%h5 seem like duals ; No.54 (2cl/@el) Dual: 4.25xe4 (EGTB). I also
allowed myself to decline a couple of candidates that didn't meet my views as to how a study
should be presented or which I failed to understand despite repeating efforts. The rest is a pure
matter of personal taste.
Following the usual inner struggle here is my classification:

1% Prize, Andrei Visokosov, Russia:
Following a natural introduction an outstanding logical pawn ending is

presented in a most clear-cut fashion. The cool-blooded and far-sighted Andrei Visokosov
6.%h5!! is the star move in the struggle over the reciprocal zugzwang. A 1% Prize Afek-64 2016
genuine masterpiece of classical and modern standards! » %ﬁ %ﬁ _
1.05+ ®e7 1.2d7 2.c6+ bxc6 (2.9c8 3.0gd4+ Fb8 4.d6) 3.b7 gl=t& » s
4.b8=% Ye3+ 5.8gb Fed+ 6.Hg5 HeS+ 7.Hgb Exe2 8.dxco+ &xcbd %7 Lo
9.%a8+ &b5 10.%b7+) 2.bxc7 (2.c6 gl=% 3.bxc7 @16 2..&d7 3.d6 gl=% »
4.c6+! 4.8h5 We3+ 5.Fg6 W4 6.2h7 &5+ 7.8g6 Wxc5 4..bxcb 5.0,a6 %% 7
7

g8 6.&h5!! Thematic try: 6.c8=%+? Wxc8 7.4xc8+ &xc8 8.2g5 &d7
9.4 &xd6 10.%e3! &c5!! 11.2d3 &b5!1112.%c3 ¢S5 13.%b2 b4 White
got in zugzwang and loses. 6.4b7 &e6+ 7.&g7 &edS+ 8.&f7 &d5+ 9.&g7
He2+ 10.%h7 &h2+ 11.%g7 &b2+ 12.%f7 &xb7) 6..%a8 a4-a3 is a bad
move for black, as is a2-a3 for white.7.c8=%+ ¥xc8 8.4 xc8+ &Hxc8
9.&g4!! &d7 10.Hf3!! Hxd6 11.&He2!! &c5! 12.&d1! &bb! 13.&cll!
c5 14.bl!l &ba 15.&b2 It's the same final position as in thematic try,
but Black to move. Now Black is in zugzwang and therefore it's a draw.




2" Prize, Oleg Pervakov, Russia: | Oleg Pervakov
Mutual tactical blows ending up in an ideal mate following two active self- 2" Prize Afek-64 2016

blocks. The quiet stunning sacrifice 2.£3h4!! creating an echo threat to the =B 3l B
final mate and the subtle 3.5d1! as well as the pair of bishop sacrifices all _ / _ /
turn this study to a genuine gem in the best of my own favorite romantic / 3 A

style!

1.Bbl Qe2 (1.4c2 2.8f1 2 (2..%h2 3.8xf3 Adl 4.Hh4!) 3.2f3 &Hh2
4.5e5 +-) 2..0h4ll (2.Fed Hg3 3.50f4 4¢3 4.Hgl+ Fh2 5.Hgd (5.82g6 A.d2
6.1g4 Axf4 7.8xf4 93 8 53 4xd3=) 5..8d1 6.04 fel 7.5e3 2 8.8g2+ |, ///ﬁ /// ///
&hl 9.8x2 Axf2+ 10.&xf2 4b3=) 2..0.e5+!(2...4xd3 3.2hl#) 3.&xe5

AXd3 (3..£2 4.8h1+ 2gd 555 Axd3 6.He3+ B3 7.9d4) 4.K8d1! Win 4+4
Thematic try: 4.8Bh1+? &g3 5.8d4 Ac2 6.De3 2 7..0f3 Aed!! The second bishop's sacrifice!
(7..8d3 8.5Hd2 Fg2 9.2hS5 +-) 8.&xed Bg2 9.Hh2+ Hg3 10.2h1 &g2 positional draw 11.%f4
Hxhl (11..f1= 12.2h2#)) (4.Bb3 Lc2 5.8Hc3 Dxhd 6.EBxc2 Pg3=) 4..Q.e2 (4..8c2 5.Hcl Dxhd
6.914) (4.%xh4 5.8xd3 2 6.2f3) 5.Bhl+ &gd 6..]0f5 f2 7.0e3+ Hf3 (7.%g3 8.Hal &f3
9.%d4 Ab5 10.8b1 La6 11.2b6 Le2 12. 86+ +-) 8.Eh3# 8.2d4 f1=% 9.0xf]1 &g2= Ideal mate
with two active blocks. Echo with 3.2h1#, but in the middle of the board.

3" Prize, Alexandre Zhukov, Russia: Alexandre Zhukov

Inserting new life in the well-trodden Troitzky curve and in what a glorious 3rlerizeIAfek 64 2016

manner! A highly tense and tactical introduction reaches a high point where (& 7 7 7
7
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Ll _
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the white knight avoids the capture of a newly born counterpart in favor of % /% x
blocking a pawn to gain the single tempo securing a Troitzky win. The y / 7
spared enemy knight apparently goes nowhere, however the rest of the | // % //
battle still requires high precision till the happy end. An exceptionally 7 1 a
original concept! / Q/ / -t/
LEF! (1.8b] gl=&+12.®xgl £2+13.9xf2 &xb2+ 4.8xb2 Hid3+=) 1...5e2 @\% // / 1Y

(1..%xb2 2.8xb2 2 3.Bxf2 gl=%+ 4.&xgl Hh3+ 5.&g2 Hixf2 6.Lxf2 e5
7.915 e4 8.5e3 no Troitzky. 1..g1=%+ 2.&xgl He2+ 3. Hxe2 fxe2 4.%xe2 Wln 5+6
Wel+ 5.8 g2+ Wxgl+ 6.9xg2 e5 7.015 e4 8.£e3 no Troitzky) 2.8xe2 (2.&xb3? gl=%+ 3.%h3
Ho3# 2...fxe2 3. #xe2! 3.%xb3? gl=%+ 4.8xgl el=%+ 5.Bg2 &d2+= 3.HHxb3? gl=%+ 4.Bxgl
el=%+ 5.&%g2 ¥ed+ 6.Bf2 %4+ 7.Fel Fed+ 8.Bdl Whl+ 9.82c2 Fed+!10.2c3 Fe3+=)
3.3+ (3. %3+ 4.Fxg3 gl=8+ 5.%g2+ Wxg2+ 6.Fxg2 e5 7.0f5 ed4 8.£e3 no Troitzky)
4.@xh3 gl=n+ 5.Fg2!! (5.2¢g3 Hixe2+ 6.5xe2 e5!= 5.%g4? will be understood to fail below
5.9xe2 6..3e6!! (6.2xe2 e5=) 6.. b7 7.&f2! (7.213? this would be required had white played
5.8g4? Hdd+! (7.Hgl+ 8.5f2 Hh3+ 9.8g2 Bc6 10.&xh3) 8.5xd4 e5 9.0f5 ed+!=) 7..014
8..0xf4 e5 9..0d5 e4 10.5ne3 +-

4 prize, Vladislav Tarasiuk, Ukraine:

I should admit that Q vs. 2 pieces endings usually don't turn on my Vladislav Tarasiuk

imagination, however this one seems like a true artistic miracle with a 4™ Prize Afek-64 2016

lengthy and highly precise play all the way to an ideal mate following a pair R 2>
V.. 0

of active selfblocks. . -
1.¥%h3+ 1.&h6+ Hf6 1.%d5 1..%xd6 2.%a3+ 2.%b3+ 2.d7 Hd8 3.%f5 7, i @///

Bd6 2.9c5 3.%a3+ b5 3.Bc6 4.%a6+ 4.Be2 4.47 28 5.%e7 8T ) _

6.8e6 Bc5 7.2e2 2.d6 8.%e3 Beo= 4.8h8 4.5d8 5.%e3 Axd6 6.%e5+ | . .
5.d7 5.%e3 Bh2+ 6.%d3 £xd6 5.Ed8 6.%e7 minor dual: 6.%¢3 6.8¢7 (.

766 7.5d3 Bc6 8.eb+ £.d6 7.Hc5 8.9d3 8.%e3 £.d6 9.%e8 LT %/ / %/ .
10.%e6 2d6= 8..0.d6 9.%ca+ Hb6 10.%c8 A.c7 11.%Bed 11.2d4 He6 L
11..9c6 12.9f5 Hd6 12..5xd7 13.%e8 &d6 (13..0d6 14.8e6) 14.e6+ Win 343
13. % a6+ Hxd7 14.%e6#




Pavel Arestov Victor Aberman Vladislav Tarasiuk

5% Prize Afek-64 2016 S /}’rlze/Afek -64 2016 ISt/HM Afek-64 2016
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5™ prize, Pavel Arestov, Russia: The early underpromotion heralds a subtle knight ending
highlighted by 11.2d8!! and symbolized by the final forking. If not for the slight move order
blemish - a perfect miniature to remember!

1.96 2 d6!12.97 LNe8 3.98=L! 3.g8=%? Hfo+ fork, -+. 3..F g5 4.,e7 ¢5 5.&g8! 5.0d5? Hfo+!-+
5.0d6 6..)d5 (£18) b5 7.&f8 (Hd5) &5 8. He7 &e5 9.50c7! 9.50b6? Hcd -+ 9..c4! 9.b4
10.2d7 c4 11.5a6 b3 12.cxb3 cxb3 13.5¢5 b2 14.00d3+ fork,=. 10.&d7 c3 11.%d8!! 11.2c6? b4
12.5d5 b3 13.cxb3 2 14.50b4 $5 c1=%+ -+ check! 11..&d4 12.&d7! 12.%e7? He8+ (Dc5 ) -+
12..Fe5 12..b4 13.2xd6 b3 14.2b5+ = 13.d8!b4 13..2ed 14.Bd7 De5 15.8d8 - positional
draw. 13..£b7+ 14.&e7 b4 15.Ha6 - main line. 14.53a6!)\b7+! 14..b3 15.cxb3 - main line.
15.Fe7! 15.2c7? b3 16.cxb3 c2 17.20b4 c1=%+ check! -+ 15.©2d7? b3 16.cxb3 c2 17.50b4 Hc5+
-+ check! 15..b3 16.cxb3 c2 17.0b4! c1=¥ 18.0d3+ 1/2-1/2

Special prize, Victor Aberman, USA: An amazingly accurate and original corner-to-corner
journey in a baby format. Even though the final destination is not difficult to guess, two obstacles
along the route still turn it into a surprising adventure decided as expected by a hair. The last part
of the solution starting from move 10 has already been shown by Gillberg #03986.

1.8g2 1.%h2? &f7! (1.2g7? 2.8h3 win) (1..218? 2.g4 win) 2.%h3 Pe6 3.g4 It is necessary to
stop the advance of Black’s King to the queenside. (3.%h4 &d6 4.g4 &c7 5.g5 &b7 draw) 3..216
4.5h4 Sg6 draw 1.7 2.Hf3 Heb 3.04! 3.Fed? Dd6 4.g4 DcT 5.5 b7 6.g6 Hic8! 7.%eS5
He7 draw 3. Zeb 3.2d5 4.25 Fe5 5.2gd4 win 4. 893 An unexpected move of White’s King!
Immediate advance to the queenside would have been a mistake. It is necessary to move in the opposite
direction! 4.%e3? Ha8 zz WTM 5.%13 (5.g5 &f5 draw) (5.2d3 24 draw) 5..0¢7 6.%g3 &f6
7.%f4 Dg6 draw 4..,)a8 This exquisite defense complicates White’s task the most. Black lets White
to push his king from the pawn, but he is preparing a surprise for White. 4..&f6 5.&f4! g6 (5..Ha8
6.Ded Hg5 7.8d5 Txgd 8.&c6 win (5.0d5+ 6.Ded N7 7.8d3 ete. see main) 6.Fe5 g5 7.Dd4
(7.%d6? Hic8+ draw) 7.8xgd 8.%c5 Hal 9.%c6 win) 5.h4d &f6 6.&h5 &g7 7.&g5 N7
8. f5 HIf7 9.ed Here comes a surprise! Straight route to the square a8 is blocked. Nevertheless,
White’s King has a workaround to the goal again! (9.%e5? &g6 10.%d4 /&d6 Hb5+ draw) 9..Hf6
10.&d3! &5 11.&cd! &xgd 12.2c5 Na8 13.%c6 L5 14.Hb7 &eb 15.FHxa8 win.

1** HM, Vladislav Tarasiuk, Ukraine: An excellent demonstration of R+P dominating B+S.
The highlight of this encounter is a well-timed Festina Lente to pass the move to black in the
critical reciprocal Zugzwang position. 1.a6 1.Hxb7 AxaS= 1..53c5+! 1.Hbd+ 2.Bxb4 Hie5+
3.&c3 Af6+ 4.Fcd Hxab 5.2ad+ 2.Bxc5 Hba+ 3.Hc3 3.Fc4? Hxab 4.Hc6 (4.Hd5 LAeT)
(4.2c8 Qe7) 4.8b2= 3..,nxab 4.8Hcb 4.5c8 Qa5+ 5.8b3 $bl=4.2d5 Ab6 5.Ed6 L5 6.Dc4
fQa7= 4...3¢c7 4.5b8 5.Hc8 QaS+ (5..4f6+ 6.8b3 Hd7 7.Bc7 Hf8 8.Hf7) 6.%b3 Hd7 7.Hal
5.&b3 &bl 6.c3!! 6.c4 D¢l 7.c5 &Hb5= 6..23b5 6..&cl 7.c4 He 8.2c8 7.Hc5 7.2h6 Dcl 8.c4
HDdd+ 9.%c3 De2+= 7..53¢7 7..0xc3 8.8xc3 +- 8.c4 Heb 8..&cl 9.2c6 He8 10.Ec8 9.Kd5
9.8e5 Hdd+ 10.%c3 £Hie6 9..8,05 9..416 10.8d1#) (9..2cl 10.2d6 Hic5+ 11.%5bd Qa5+ 12.%xc5
10.8Be5 10.c5 4d2!11.c6 Fcl= 10.0d4+ 11.&c3 Nf3 12.8B HNd2!113.&Hd3 13.¢c5 Hed+
14.%d4 Hxc5 or 13.8xg5 Hied+ 13...9xcd 14.8xg5 Ha3 15.¢c3 +-

3



J. Polasek & E. Vlasak Arpad Rusz Martin Minski Richard Becker
2" HM Afek,64 2016 3" HM Afek-64 2016 4" HM Afek 64 2016 sth HM Afek- 64 2016
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2" HM, Jaroslav Polasek & Emil Vlasak, Czech Republic: A fierce and tense struggle
over a diagonal to secure promotion of the last shaky pawn. A charming miniature! 1.5g8+!
1L.Ef3+ Pe8 2.0ad+ Fe7 1..Fe7 1..Pxg8 2.7+ Axb3 3.e8=&+ 2. Hg7+ &d8! 2..&f6 3.7 Axb3
4.e8=% Qcd+ 5.Pgl Bdl+ 6.Ph2 Dxg7 7.%e5+ 2..Hf8 3.817+ 2.De8 3.0a4+ Hd8 4.e7+ 3.e7+
De8 4. Qa4+ Hd7 5.2g6!! the point! (5.8g4 fe6 6.2d4 (6.2g7 A4b3) 6..Fxe7) (5.212 ? 4b3!
6.8c6 (6.8xd7+ &xd7 7.&e3 He8! 8.Hf4 Af7 =) 6.8ad4 7.4xd7+ (7.8xa4 stalemate)
7..8xd7!8.%e3 Le6 9.Bed Af7 =) 5.4b3 5.Fxe7 6.Hg7+ 6..c6! 6.4xd7+? xd7 7.Hg7 Del
8.0g3 fAe6=06..4d56..4f7 7.2d6 7.4 xd7+ &xd7 8. Ed6+! +-

3" HM, Arpad Rusz, Romania: A spectacular yet logical manoeuver of a fearless white king
to open up the a-file for the final mate. 1. 31 Qg7+ 2.&xd5 HNc3+!13. ¥ xc3 Wd7+ 4.&c4!
Thematic try: 4.&xc5? Axd4+ 5.%xd4 a7+ 6.Bcd Wxad+ 7.%c3 Yal+ 8.%d3 &dl+ 9.%e3
Wol+ 10.Ped Tegdt+ 11.TeS g7+ 12.8d5 &d7+ 13.%c5 a7+ perpetual check. Loss of time
4.Bed Wed+ 5.Fd3 Wdl+ 6.2cd Wxad+ 4. xad+ 5.Fd5! 5.Fxc5? Axdd+ 6.2d6+ Axc3
7.8xc3+ b7 = (7..2b8? 8.Eh8+ b7 9.Bc7+ b6 10.8b8+ Fa6 11.Hal+ +-) (7.5d8? 8.8h8+
+-) 5. ¥d7+ 6.Fxc5! A xd4+ 7. b4+ A xc3+ 8.Hxc3+ b7 9. b5+ &ab 10.Ha3# The mate
is possible only because the harmful a-pawn has disappeared.

4t HM, Martin Minski, Germany: Without the queens it would have been the good old 5..Bh3!!
draws. With the queens on the board the astounding 5..%h3+!! 6.g3!! wins. Truly amusing!
1.LEd5+! 1.c8=%? Axe6+ 2.Ed5+ Axd5+ 3.2c2 eo+ 4.8xc6 Axco 5.0%e5 Axg2!(5.Fxe5?
6.g3 +-) 6.8xg2 Fxe5 =) (1.Bb4+? &e3!12.exf7 (2.c8=% Axe6+ =) 2. &xf7+ 3.Hcd4 Axc7 =)
(1.Bxe5? fAxe6+ = 1..Hxd5 2.c8=% (2.exf7? &f5!=) 2..¥xeb 2..8xe6 3.%c5+ Ded+ 4.Fb4
/&a3 Axh2 5.002+ &4 6.%d4+ g5 7.0ed4+ Hh6 8.%Wh8+ Wh7 9.%xh7+ &xh7 10.Hg5+ +-
3. ¥cd+! 3.8xe6+? Axe6 4.5xe5 DxedSt+ 5.%c3 Ah3!= (or 5.Fed 6.2d2 Lh3!=)) (3.0f4+?
Dd6+!(3..4x14? 4. Qcd+ +-) 4.0xe6 Axe6t 5.%xe6+ Dxe6 = 3..Hd6 4.L%xe5 Hxe5 4. %xe5
5.%xf7+- 5. &c3! 5.%xe6t? Axe6+ 6.Bc3 Ah3!= (or 6.Fed 7.2d24h3!=)) (5.2b4? Ebo+
6.8b5+ Wxb5+ 7.8xb5 &d4!= (or 7..£8d5 8.g3 ©d4!=) 5. h3+!! 5. ¥xcd+ 6.84xc4 +-) (5..%d5
6.xd5+ AxdS 7.g3 +-) (5..%16 6.%d4+ +- 6.93!! 6.gxh3? fxcd = 6.%d3? Wxh2 7.%d4+ Bf5
8.8d3+ Hg5 9. %7+ Dhd 10. %16+ Dg3 11. %13+ Hhd 12.8xf7 &xg2 = 6..4.xc4 6..&xh2 7. %4+
/¥ d4+ De6 8. Q¢4+ +- 7. Axh3 +-

5" HM, Richard Becker, USA: A lovely pair of model mates with the white knights
exchanging roles. Though both mate pictures are known they seem to have been combined here for
the first time. 1.53e2+ 1.5Hxg8? &xd4 = 1..&c2 1..2d3 2.5f4+ Sc2 (Black has lost a tempo ) 3.
Hxg8 Hdl 4.d6 e2 5.5Hxe2 &xe2 6.d7 (FcS5) and White will win the @N2-H Q. ending 2..094 (Try
2.5xg8? &dl 3.4f1 (3.£g3 €2 4.5xe2 &xe2 and Black will be in time to draw the @HOP-HA. ending)
3.2el 4.5Hg3 €2 5.8xe2 Af4 =) (An intense try 2.5e4? &d1!(2..H0e7+? 3.&c5 Hf5 4.d6 Qa5 5.4f1
Bdl 6.52g3 ( H4g3 ) Hxg3 7.5xg3 Pel 8.5d4le2 9.4xe2 fI=t 10.4xf1 S2 11.HF5 Sxfl 12.5c4
@2 13.0d4 Ad8 14.9¢6 +-) 3.2d4 (3.04g3 DeT+ 4.2c5 Df5 =) (3.04 HeT+ 4.2c5 Hf5 = (Also
4. 4b4+ 5.&xb4 Hixd5+ =)) (3.8411 Del (Or, first 3..0e7+ 4.2c5 D5 5.d6 Del 6.04¢3 (DH2g3 ) Hxg3
etc.) 4.54g3 (£D2g3 ) DeT+ 5.8c5 D15 6.d6 Hxg3 7.0xg3 e2 (£Lc3 ) +-) (3.22g3 HeT+ 4.&cS Hgb

4



(Del) (Lcl )=) 3.006!(3..0e7+? 4.2c5 Hxd5 (4..Hg6 5.d6 Hfd 6. 43+ Del 7.d7 +-) 5.&xd5 €2 (5..Del
6.3+ +-) 6.0xf2+ Fel 7.0d3+ ( Hed ) +-) 4.Hg3 (4.0xf6 €2 (4..4c3? 5.413+ Fel 6.Hc2+ Dd2 7.Hed+
&xc2 8.4e2 +-) 5.0xe2 Fxe2 6.5Hh5 (6.Hed Afd =) 6..f1=1=) (4. 413+ Pel (4..Fcl? 5.He2+ Sc2 6.H4¢3
A3 7.5x%c3 +-) 5.0c2+ &fl 6.Hg3+ Bgl 7.4e2 f1=% 8.Hxfl Hf2 =) 4. A4c3!5.0df5 €2 6.413 1= 7.Hxfl
el 8.01g3 Df2 9.4xe2 Le5!=) 2.d1 (2..H0e7+ 3.&c5 HfS 4.d6 (4.411? Acl 5.H0d4+ &d2 =) 4..&d1
5.4f1 (Also 5.d7 Qa5 6.4f1 Fel 7.0h2 +-) 5. el 6.5h2 +-) 3.£.F1! (3.5d4? HeT+ (Also 3..0h6 4,413+
Dcl =) 4.8c5 HxdS 5.8xd5 Del =) (3.Hg3? HeT+ (Also 3..Fel 4.5e5 f1=% 5.4xfl &f2 =) 4.Dc5 Hgo
5.d6 @el 6.Hh2 (6.d7 HIS =) 6.4 7.&b5 €2 8.d7 Heb =) (3.0f4? HeT+ (Hh6 )=) 3..Fel (3.0f6 (LHh6)
4.5xf6 ( Hxh6 ) el 5.5¢3 +-) 4..0h2 A b4 (4.He7+ 5.%c5 Hgb (5.5 6.d6 +-) 6.d6 (Or, first Hg3 Hf4
7.003+ &d1 8.6d4 Qa5 9.d6 etc.) 6..8a5 7.Hg3 (7.06d4? Hf4 8.Fb5 Ad8 9.Hdf3+ &dl 10.Hg4 e2
11.0x2+ &2 12.4h3 &3 =) 7..0f4 8.50f3+ &d1 9.0d4 +-) 5.d6! 5.0¢3? He7+ 6.2d7 Hxd5 =) (5.0f4?
HeT+ 6.Bd7 DS 7.8a6 Hhd!(7.5d1? 8.4e2+ &d2 9.0f3+ &c3 10.Hh5 Hd6 11.Hg3 AcsS 12.8e6 +-)
(7..4187 8.L0f3+ Bd1 9.4e2+ &c2 10.5hS5 LeT 11.%e6 +- ) 8.%e6 (8.£d3+ &d1 9.5xb4 2 10.4xe2+ Hxe2
11.%e6 Hf3 =) 8..e2 9.4xe2 (9.6xe2 fI=% 10.5xfl &xfl =) 9.84d2 = 5..4xd6 6.&xd6 with two
variations:

A) 6..016 7..303 Ned+ 8.,axed e2 9.0 c3lexfl=® 10.,3f3# model mate.

B) 6...0h6 7.2393 5+ 8..,3xf5 €2 9.0 f3+1&xf1 10..3e3# model mate)

Jan Timman Jaroslav Polasek Vladimir Bulanov
Sp. HM Afek 64 2016 1** Com Afek-64 2016 2™ Com Afek-64 2016
0. / 3 3y
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Special HM, Jan Timman, Netherlands: Three different underpromotions, even in one line
of play, are by no means a novelty. However, here we witness the Phoenix theme in action
following the double rook sacrifice as well as a "normal" game-like follow up with the Rook still
required for precision. 1.EHed+! fxe4 2.bxa3+ &ab 3.Hf313.8g1? €3 4.c8=% Axc8 3..exf3 4.,n403
fl=®+! 5.xfl 2 6.e8=£.! Variation A: 6..8xe8 7.c8=EF! Qa4 8.5e3 &bb 9.nd5+! &ab
10.8f8 QAc6 11.Bxf2 QAxds5+ 12.&gl +- Variation B: 6..8.c8 7.8c6 &b6 8.892 Ab7
9.c8=H+!1 Q. xc8 10.4.xh3 +-

1% commendation, Jaroslav Polasek, Czech Republic: A fine logical Rook ending inspired
by an old Mandler (HHdbV 56524) but in fact significantly improving on that source of
inspiration. 1.2a2!! Thematic try: 1.Bal?! Exc6 2.a6 f6+ 3.&d5 Exa6 4.Ebl+ ®ad! ZZ 1.Ha3?!
Exc6 2.a6 fo+ 3.2d5 Bxab 4. Eb3+ HaS! 5.&cS5 (5.Ebl Ebo6) 5..Fad 6.Ebl He6 = 1..Hxc6 2.a6!
2.g5?7 He6+ 3.&d5 Da6 4.812 He7 5.2d6 Be6+ 6.2d7 HeS5 = 2..f6+! 3.&d5 Hxab 4. BEb2+ &ad
5.8bl1! ZZ 5 5..g5 6.Bal+ &b5 7.Exa6 xa6 8.&eb or 5..Ha5+ 6.%c4 6.95 and wins f4 7.Kal+
7.%e4 also wins 7..&b5 8.EHxa6 &Hxab 9.%ed +-

2" commendation, Vladimir Bulanov, Russia: A pleasant synthesis of two ancient
motives: pawns dominating pieces in the spirit of the evergreen Ortueta- Sanz (Madrid, 1933), and
the white king's grand tour to the upper queenside. 1.c7 1.£e6+? £Hxe6 2.c7 a3!13.c8=% a2 4.&b8+
&5 -+ 1..Ha8 2.5He6+! 2.cxd8=% HExd8 3.He6+ Df3 4.5xd8 a3 5.b7 a2 2.../4%e6 2..&f3 3.5Hxd8
a3 4.b7 3.b7! {H/Hxc7 4.b6! Eh8 4..2b8 5.bxc7 Bxb7 6.c8=% database mate in 35 5.bxc7 &Hf3
6.Fel He3 7.&d1 &d3 8.&cl &3 9.&bl Bhi+ 10.&a2 Bh2+ 11.%a3 Hhl 12.&xad &cd
13.&a5 Hal+ 14.&b6 +-
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3" commendation, Pavel Arestov, Russia: The white rook is thrice given away on an attacked
square. Though in all three such moments the Rook is clearly "taboo", these only moves are still
pretty impressive. 1.Ef6! 1.Ec6+? (Ha8) &b7 2.8f6 (EfR) Af5!! 3.Bxf5 He3! 4.Bxe3 d1=% 5.Hxf2 &xd4
=1.5e3! 1.4f5 $5 2.Exf5 He3 3.Hf8+ &b7 4.8Hxd2 +- 2. Ef8+! 2.8xd2? f1=% 3.Hxfl Hxfl 4.2d1 He3
5.8xbl Hf5+ 6.2f6 Hxd4 7.8e5 Heb+ = 2.7 2.5b7 3.8xd2 fl=% 4.8Bxfl Hxfl 5.8b2+ &c6 6.8xbl
He3 7.%e6 +- 3.Hxd2 fl=¥ 4.Bxfl &Hxfl 5.d5!1 A pawn is more important than the rook! 5.8d1? He3
6.8xbl N5+ = 5. Qf5! 5.6xd2 6.d6+ check, b on c7, that’s why it was 2.2f8+! &c6 7.d7 +- 6.2d3!!
6.d6+? &c6 (Fb6) 7.512 He3 8.Bf3 Hd5+ = with two variations:

6..804 6.4xd3 7.d6+ + 6..4c8 (Ld7) 7.Bc3+ HbY 8.Hxc8+ Hxc8 9.d6 +- 7.Hf3!l A pawn is more
important than the rook! 7.8b3 £d2 8.2d3 Hf1 - loss of time 7...0d2 7..4xf3 8.d6+ +- 8.Hf2! 8.Hd3? Hf1
9.8f3 £d2 - loss of time or 8.2f4? &h3 9.8d4 Hfl 10.2d3 Lg4 - loss of time 8...0b3 8..&4¢c4 9.Hc2 +-
8..5He4 9.82f4 +- 8.5f3 9.Bxf314xf3 10.d6+ +- 9.Hf4! 9.8c2+? Bb6!10.2b2 &5 11.Hxb3 &xd5 = 9.d6+?
@c6=9..0.8 9..84h3 10.Hc4+ +- 10.Hcd+ wins.

6..Hh2 7.Bc3+! &b6 8.d6 £Hg4 9.Hf3! £HNh6 9..8.c8 10.2{8 Sb7 11.Hxc8 Dxc8 12.d7+ +- 10.d7! And here
a rook is more important than the pawn! Axd7 11.&xd7 &c5 11..5Hg4 12.%d6 +- 12.&eb6! HNgs 13.&f5!
wins 13.2{5+? &c6 14.Ef3 &c5 - loss of time

4™ commendation, Michal Hlinka & Lubo$ Kekely, Solvakia: Another fine demonstration
of pawns taming pieces. 1.Bhl 1.b8=%? Hg8# 1.8d1? La6!2.82d8+ Hg8 3.Hxg8+ Hxg8 4.c6 bxas -+
1..Q.a6! threat 2.- Ha8 mate 1..He7 2.2xh4+ Hg8 3.axb6 Haxb7 4.8e4 Hbd7 5.c6 2d6 6.b7 Axc6 7.b8=%
He8+ 8.%c7 Hxb8 9.%xd6 = EGTB 1..Haxb7 2.Hxh4+ &g8 3.8e6+ D8 4. Bh8+!Fe7 5.8xb7 = 2.Bxhd+
298 3.Qe6+ HfE 4. Hf4+ He8 4.2e7 5.8c4 Axb7+ 6.8 Hxa5 7.&xb7 bxc5S 8.%b6 Ha8 9.Hxc5 =
EGTB 5. Q.d7+!Exd7 5..&¢e7 6.c6 bxa5 7.8d4 Hg6 8.&c7 = 6.Hed+ He7 6..2f7 7.&xd7 Exb7+ 8.%d6 bxas
9.6 Ha7 10.2c5 Ac8 11.%b6 Ha8 12.8a4 = 7.Hxe7+ &xe7 8.axb6! A 8.cxb6? Axb7+ 9.%c7 Hxas
10.&xb7 &d7 -+ EGTB 8..Qxb7+ (B 8.2xb7 9.c6 Zd7+ Bl (9..Hxb6+ B2 10.2c¢7 Bbl stalemate) 10.b7
(10.%b8? 2d6 11.2¢7 Ab5! -+ EGTB) 10..2d1 11.&c7!(11.2b8? Axb7!12.cxb7 &d7 -+ EGTB) 11..4xb7
12.cxb7 Hcl+ 13.&b6 draw, EGTB - same material unbalance as initial.) (8..2a8+ 9.&c7 &xb7 10.&xb7 =
EGTB) 9.&c7! 9.%b8? Ha5!10.%xb7 Hxc5 -+ EGTB 9..Ha5! 10.c6!Q.xc6 11.¢xc6 Hal 12.b7 Hbl
13.&c7 Ecl+ 14.&b6! draw, EGTB same material unbalance as initial. Meredith. Multiple draws. Mates.
Stalemate. Surprise after 8.axb6! - despite heavy material advantage black cannot win.

5™ commendation, Luis M. Gonzales, Spain: A couple of surprising knight moves highlight
this game-like battle. 1.b6! 1.%c6? QAf512.0d7 Axd3 3.0e5+ Bf5 4.Hxd3 Hc8+!5.%d5 Hbs!=
1..Bf512.8c6!(2.5c6? D6!13.0e7 Ab7 4.50f4 $f7!=) (2.d7? Axd7!13.50xd7 Deb6 4.03e5 B8+ 5.2d4 ©d6
=) 2..Bed3.Nc5+ Bd4 4.0bd7! 4.Hcd7? Bhl 5.8c7 $d516.0f6+ eb 7.9xc8 $xd6 = 4..Eh6! 4..Eh7
5.5e6+ D3 6.0f6!Hh2 7.7 Axb7+ 8.Bxb7 &cd 9.0¢7!Eh8 10.2c6!88 11.50fe8 +- 4.4xd7+ 5.5Hxd7
Hc8+ 6.9b7 +- 5.8C7! 5.50b3+2 $c4!6.0d2+ ©d3!7.6b3 Hcd = 5.Fd5 6.0 e4!! 6.6d3? 4xd7!7.b7 Hh8
8.0f4+ £¢5!19.%Hxd7 Fb6 = 6..Hh8! 6..Fxed 7.%xc8 Bxd6 8.b7 Bh6 9.2d8 Hh8+ 10.2e7 2d5 11.H0H8 +-
7.0ef6+! 7.0c3+? Sedl= 7.0df6+? De5!= 7..He6 8.0h5!! Axd7 8.5xh5 9.0f8+ &f7 10.Pxc8 Eh8
11.d7 + 9.5f4+ Bf5 10.Hxd7 Hxf4 11.c7!e5 12.d7! 12.b7? De6 13.d7 Pe7 = 12..89d5 13.b7 +-

Special commendation, Daniel Keith, France: The underpromotion and the following play are
unfortunately anticipated; however the introduction is superb and deserves a special distinction.
1.d3! 1.8b3? Be3+12.8c2 He2+ 3.8dl Hel+!(3..2d2+? 4.Fel a5 5.d8=+ +-) 4.Fxel a5+ 5.5f2
Hd2+ 6.%f3 Wdl+ =) (1.2c2? He2+ 2.%d3 Hd2+!3.Hxd2 WaS+ 4.%e2 &xb5+ 5.%f3 Wil+= 1..&b6!
1.Bd1+2.%e2 (2.2c2? Bcl+ 3.8b3 Be3+!= 2. Hel+ 3.2f31Ef1+4.Dg2 Bgl+ 5.%xgl +- 2.d8=%+
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Wxd8 3.2xeb!! (3.&d7+? Wxd7 4.cxd7 Le7=) (3.0f3? Sc5+ 4.%d7 Bdl+!=) 3.Hf7? Bdl+!4.He2
Hd2+!5.2f1 (5.8xd2 Wa5+ 6.2d1 Wad+=) 5. 2d1+ 6.%g2 Hd2+ 7.%h3 Hd3+ 8.%gd (8.2g3 Hxg3+ 9.%xg3
HcT7+ 10.%f3 Dc5=) 8..8d4+ 9.%h3 Hd3+=) 3. EBxe6! (3..2dl+ 4.2e2!(4.2c2? Bcl+ 5.2b3 Hc3+!6.&xc3
WasS+ 7.8d3 &xb5+=) 4..Hel+ 5.&xel ! Wa5+ 6.f1 &xb5+ 7.H21Ac5+ 8.Hxc5 +-) 4.¢7 4.5h5+? &do6
5.8g7 HeT7= 4. %e8 4. He3+ 5.Fc2!+- 5.Bxeb (5.%h1+? ©c5!6.8xe6 &xb5+!7.Led Wh7+ 8.2f4 (8.5
#xhl 9.c8=%+ &d4!=) 8. &xc7+!= e.g. 9.He5+ Db6 10.8bl+ Da7=) 5.&xb5+! 5. %xe6 6.%hl+ &c5
7.6+ +- 6.Be3 6.2d2? Wbd+ 7.8e2 Wed+ =6..Q.c5+! 6. Acl+ 7.0+ 7.Hf4 7.H3? &fl+=7.. H.d6+
7.%c4+ 8.Fg5S Wel+ 9.8g6 + 8.EHxd6+! 8.%gd? Wad+19.Hh5 &dl+= 8..Hxd6 9.c8=n+!! Phoenix
(9.c8=H? Phoenix &e5+!10.%13 &6+ 11.&g2 g5+ 12.Hhl ¥dS5+=) (9.c8=%7?7 &cd+ (9..&e5+ 10.Hgd
Hed+ 11.%xed stalemate) 10.&xc4 stalemate) 9.Fc5 10.%e7+ Hdd 11.¥e3+ Hd5 12.¥e5+ Hcb
12..%c4 13.0d6+ +- 13.Ha7+ +-



